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PEEFACE 


BY 

MAJOR-GENERAL A. CUNNINGHAM. 


This fourth volume of the Archceological Survey of India 
contains the first work of my two assistants, Alessrs. J. D. 
Beglar and A. 0. L. Oarlleyle. As the final arrangements 
for the beginning of the survey were not completed until 
the end of February 1871, when it was too late in the 
season to go into camp, I assigned to them, as their first 
work, the exploration of the two great cities of Delhi and 
Agra, a task which could he carried on throughout the hot 
weather without much exposure to the sun. The present 
volume is the result of their labours, to which I wish to add 
some introductory remarks on a few of the more important 
points regarding which my views differ from those of my 
assistants. This expression of my opinion is the more neces- 
sary regarding the Kuth Masjid aad Kutb Minar at Delhi, 
lest my silence should he taken for acquiescence in views 
with which I totally disagree. 

DELHI. 

The two buildings of greatest interest in old Delhi are the 
KvXb Masjid with its magnificent arches and colonnades, 
and the noble Muazzin’s pillar, called the Ktdb Minar, which 
is nearly 250 feet in height. The erection of the masjid has 
always been assigned to Kutb-ud-din Aibeg, the first Muham- 
madan king of Delhi. Indeed- this assignment is distinctly 
stated in the inscription over the eastern or main entrance to 
the masjid, with the addition of the important fact that it was 
built out of the material furnished by twenty-seven ruined 
Hindu temples. That the pillars of the colonnades are 
Hindu is obvious to every one ; and at the same time it is 
equally obvious that they have been re-arranged and made up 
to their present height by the Muhammadans by pilino- the 
shafts of two or three pillars one over the other. Thfs fact 
was equally clear to Mr. Fergusson as it is to me. In the 
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following report Mr. Boglar admits that the pillars have been 
more or less re-arranged, but he contends that they occupy 
their original positions in the colonnade of a single Hindu 
temple, and that their present height is exactly that of the 
original Hindu colonnade. Consistently with this view he is 
obliged to condemn the record of the Muhammadan builder 
of the masjid regarding the destruction of twenty-seven 
Hindu temples as a false boast. 

This opinion I consider as quite indefensible. The Muham- 
madan conqueror could have no possible object in publishing 
a false statement of the number of temples destroyed, nor in 
recording a lie over the entrance gateway, of his great masjid. 
I therefore accept the statement as rigidly true. It is besides 
amply confirmed by the made-up pillars of the colonnades 
on three sides of the court, which, as I have shown in my 
account of Delhi, must certainly have belonged to a great 
number of different temples. 

That the Kutb Masjid was the site of a single Hindu temple 
I have no doiibt whatever ; and before Mr. Beglar began 
any excavations under my instructions, I stated to him my 
opinion that the lower portion of the surrounding walls of 
the raised terrace on which the Masjid stands was the original 
undisturbed platform of a Hindu temple. The excavations 
made by Mr. Beglar outside these walls have proved that 
my opinion was correct. I therefore look upon this raised 
terrace . on which the Kutb Masjid stands as the site of the 
chief temple of the old Hindu city of Delhi, of which the 
only remains now existing are the tall Hindu pillars 

immediately behind the great arch. These are true Hindu 
pillars, undisturbed and unaltered by the Muhammadans. 

I consider them undisturbed, because their places are marked 
out on the pavement by chiselled lines ; and I call them 
because -they have single Hindu shafts like those 
of other Hindu temples, whilst all the pillars in the sur- 
rounding colonnades are Mubammandan compositions made 
up of two or three separate pillars to obtain height. I can 
offer one proof as to the pillars behind the great arch being 
in their original positions in the fact that the stones of the 
piers of the great arch are actually cut out so as to fit against 
the mouldings of the pillars. This fact seems to me to show- 
that the arches were an after addition built by the Muham- 
madans against the pillars of the old Hindu temples, which, 
therefore, I conclude to be in situ. 
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In tlie cloisters this curious mode of fitting new work to old 
work is found exactly reversed in the case of one of the pilasters 
of the northern colonnade. Here a natural bulge on one of 
the wall stones is met hy a corresponding hollow cut out of 
the hack of the pilaster. I call them pilasters because they 
are jfiaced against the walls ; hut they are frequently full 
pillars with one face turned to the wall, and their bases not 
being reduced to bring their centres imder the midlines of 
the shafts, these bases are projected several inches out of 
their true positions beyond the central lines of the shafts. 
I conclude, therefore, with absolute certainty that the pillars 
of the surrounding colonnades are not in situ, but were added 
by the Muhammadans to the old Hindu walls of the court- 
yard of the ruined temple. 

As a fm’ther proof of the patch- work character of these 
incongruous pillars, I can adduce the following simple facts : — 

1. In the north cloister, the first pillar in the outer row 
to the east has an almost plain granite shaft for the lower 
member, which is placed upside doion. 

2. In the north cloister, two contiguous columns of the 
outer line are each formed of three pieces of similar piUars • 
placed one above the other, with the same mouldings and 
the same ornaments. Of these six pieces fom' are octagons 
with the alternate faces indented, the other two being plain 
octagons; but in one the plain octagonal piece forms the 
top third, in the other it is the middle third. 

3. Several ifiain octagonal shafts, as well as others 
with the alternate faces indented, are found resting on square 
blocks, which were originally intended to receive square 
shafts. This is clearly shown by the upper surfaces of the 
exposed corners of the square blocks, which are not covered 
by the present octagonal shafts, being still in a rough state, 
just as they left the mason’s hand, furrowed with chisel 
marks. 

But the jproofs of re-arrangement of old materials are not 
confined to the pillars of the colonnades. They are equally 
numerous and equally convincing in the domes of the gate- 
ways and comer rooms of the cloisters. These domes Mr. 
Beglar considers to be in then original positions, but the fol- 
lowing facts will show that they also have been re-arranged 
by the Muhammadans : — 

1. In the south-east comer the dome springs from an 
octagon which rests on a square supported by eight pillars. 
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namely, four corner pillars and four middle pillars. The 
angles of the octagon, tlicrefore, fall on' the beams of the 
square instead of over the pillars. 

2. In the dome of the north-west corner this notable 
fault is intensified by the spaces between the pillars being 
unequal, as the intermediate pillars are not placed in the 
middle of the sides of the square. 

3. In the north-east corner the dome springs irom an 
octagon supported on twelve pillars forming a square ; but 
there are capitals of five brackets placed in the corners of the 
square, and some common capitals of four; brackets in the 
angles of the octagon. How did these brackets get into the 
wrong places except by re-aiTangement ? 

4'. In the great dome of the cloister of the east gateway 
there is the same kind of anomaly ; some of the beams of 
the octagon resting in the angles between two brackets of 
common four bracket capitals, instead of being placed on 
the angular bracket of a five bracket capital. The beams 
also are of diflerent Idnds, some being plain and some orna- 
mented. This dome must, therefore, have been re-arranged 
in its present position by the Muhammadans. 

5. In the smaller ceilings of the side spaces of the corner 
rooms, there arc some square ornamented slabs with their 
sides cut to make them fit into oblong spaces, whilst others 
arc uncut, but are eked out at the ends of the oblong by 
plain slabs to fill the blanlc spaces. These roofs, therefore, 
arc certainly not in their original positions, and I conclude, 
without any hesitation, that they must have been arranged 
os they are now by the Muhammadans when the great 
masjid was erected by Kutb-ud-din out of the spoils of 
twenty-seven Hindu temples. 

G. In the upper rooms of the north-cast and south-east 
comers many of the roofing slabs appear to liavo been taken 
from a Tain temple, as the faces of several of the stones 
which reduce the size of the square openings by covering 
the angles arc filled with figures of men, elephants, and 
hors(?.‘;, with a single squatted figure in the middle, 
isal'cdj and with both hands lying in tljc lap, exactly after 
the fashion of Tain statues. If then, as SIi*. JBcglar argues, 
these cloisters arc the colonnades of a single Hindu temple, 
tfiaf temple must have been dedicated to tlic Jain worship, 
a coneUi'-ion which is directly negatived bj' the inscription 
on the Iran pillar standing in the midst of the court-yard, 
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ill Tvliicli tlio pillar itself is called the “arm of Vishnu.” 
It is also at variance ivitli the several Vaishnava sculptures 
v’hich are built into Ihe surrounding "walls, such as the Ten 
Avattkrs, and Ndr/lyan reposing on the folds of the snake 
Ananta. 

The conclusion which I have come to regard.ing the Kutb 
Masjid is simply this, — that it ivas built by Hindu masons 
under j\Iuhammadan supervision out of the ruins of twenty- 
seven Hindu temples, some of -which were no doubt Jain. 
This ivould bo quite sufficient to account for all the faults 
of construction which have been noted, as well as for the in- 
congruous make up of the pillars of the colonnades. The 
object of the IMuhammadans was to obtain height, and as the 
generality of Hindu shafts are short monoliths, they gained 
their object by building uji a single tall column of two or 
three Hindu shafts piled one over the other, with jjortions of 
bases and other blocks interposed. The general effect is no 
doubt pleasing, but I believe this to be due solely to the 
profusion of ornament, which distracts the eye, and prevents 
it from observing the incongruity of thick shafts surmount- 
ing thin ones, of bracket projections supporting nothing, and 
of niche projections unsupported. If the pillars were plain, 
I believe that their utter want of symmetry would be sig- 
nally striking, and the incongruity and "want of harmony 
of the severai pieces would be obvious at once. 

The Hindu origin of the Kutb IMinar is also upheld by 
Mr. Beglar, who argues in favour of his opinion with much 
ingenuity. The Hindus themselves claim the pillar as their 
own, and assert that it was erected by Prithi ll&j to enable 
his daughter to see the Ganges 1 In a former report I have 
stated my reasons at length* for belie'\Tng that the Kutb 
Minar is a purely Muhammadan building, and I will now 
adduce others which have occurred to me during two separate 
visits to the Kutb Minar in company with Mr. Beglar. On 
the first visit he pointed out to me the following short in- 
scriptions in Nagari letters recorded on the lower part of the 
minar : — 

1. — On plinth outside, to right of entrance — 

Sam {va) t 1S56. 

2, — On wall of passage inside door to left — ^ 

Samvat (I) 25G. 


* Archteological Sim’cy of India, vol. I, p. 190, 
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3. — On underside of lowest overlapping archstone 
in entrance passage — 

. Samvat 1256. 

I take these three inscriptions to he the records of one of 
the Hindu masons employed in building the minar. That 
they are productions of an illiterate person is shown by the 
omission of the letter » in the first, and of the figm’e 1 for 
1,000 in the second record. These three records of the 
same date Samvat 1256, or A. D. 1199, seem to me to 
point either to the foundation or to the completion of the 
building in that year— the repetition of the date being a 
common practice amongst, Hindu masons. Thus, on the 
pillars of the Atida Masjid at Jonpur, which is known to 
have been originally a Hindu temple converted to Muham- 
madan use by Ibrahim Shah Shark! between the years 1403 
and 1440 A. H., I found the date of Samvat 1464, or A. H. 
1407, three times repeated as follows : — 

1. — On right jamb of north-gate outside — 

Samvat 1464< Samapt 

Sutradlidra Fadumavi 

Sai Sttirad/idia Siita, 

"Pinished in the Samvat year 1464 by the mason 
Fadumavi, son of the mason Sai” 

2. — On one of the lower square pillars— 

Samvat 1464. 

Funiddipari. 

Founded in the Samvat year 1464.” 

3. — On one of the outer pillars on the south side— 

Samvat 1464. 

But in addition to these dates, I can cite an actual record 
of the master mason, or builder who superintended the 
erection of the minar. This is cut on the south face of the 
plinth, and was first pointed out to me by Mr. Beglar. The 
record is unfortunately rendered imperfect by the fractm’e- 
of the stone ; but the remaining letters and figures are suffi- 
ciently distinct — 

V, x Ma gaj 514 83 J darandmuni 

Immediately to the right of the figures 51^ there is a 
broad arrow, * or long upright line with a stroke sloping 
downwards on each side — and about one inch to the right 
there is another similar mark which has been partially 
obliterated. Both of these lines arc continued on the upper 
surface of the plinth. The words ddrandmmii I take to 
mean the “ exemplar line,” or as we should say the “plumb- 
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lino” of ilic* Iniildinp'. which the shift ing of ihe mnrk shows 
to hnvo luHMi rijniljnsJcd to the extent of rather more than 
one inch at the tiin<? that the record was made. Thai this 
was (lone hy a Hindu mason is prov<?d hy the: adoption of 
the word instead of the Porsian f/aZf which would 
eertainly have heen n'>'ed hy any one of the IMuhammadau 
eontpiovors. It is curious tlmi 1 found a similar mark on 
the jwoiiadini; pari of the hack wall of tlic mn'ijid ifsxdf 
imnu'diately hidiind the centre, which was obviously in- 
tended for the adjustment of the mid*line of the masjid itself, 
ns the mark is sever:d Inehcs outside of the middlii of the 
proj<‘t!iion. 

Mr. Heelar hate'; his opinion rhielly on two nrsttmonts; — 

1:7. — That iherc is a djirerciiee of style observable between 
the Three lower stor.ys and the two tipper storeys, from 
whieh lie infers iliat the former must lie Hindu work and the 
hitii'r M Ilham juadan.*^ 

2ro/. — That tin* distances hetwci'u the hands of ornamoni- 
ntioji are in peonnrirical progression; from wliieh ho argues 
that, as the, ejiaiti of the series must, have been a work of 
** no orditiary hihour,” it eould not Inive been discovered hy 
the “barbarous ^luliammad.an eonijnerors,” and mu.st tlierc- 
fore he the work of the intellec-tual Htndus.f 

3n his firs* argument Mr. JJeglar ignores the fact that the 
two upper storeys were re-htiilt hy J'iroz Tuglilak, as re- 
card(‘d in the inscriptions, as well as in his autobiography. 
'J'he ditferenee of style is indeed very striking, hut it. is not 
jiciM'S'^ary to .Kuppos:e that it marks more than tiie dilVercnco of 
avchitceiural taste which had taken place in a century and a 
half that had elapsed between the times of Knth-iuUdin Aihcg 
and J'iroz. 'J'he rich style of ornamentation of the lower 
balconies is in strict accordance with the lavish traecric.s 
of the are.hes whieh is seen in both the (,*arly masjids of 
Delhi and .Ajmer, while the contrast of white inarhl'o with 
red sandstone was a favourite (Icvicc in the time of 
J'iroz, as may still he seen in his jiillar at Jlisar. 'That 
the slyle of ornamentation is Hindu may ho admitted; 
hut this was a simple necessity of the early !Muhamma(lan 
architecture of India, as the comiuerors Avero .soldiers 
Avho were naturally obliged to employ the masons of the 
country in carrying out their designs. Hence came the 
overlapping arches as well as the Hindu ornament. 

J’flgo S5, f Piigc.n 52-C3, 


• Pnges •19>50, 
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Mr. Beglar’s second, argument, wliicli depends on the 
use of a recondite geometrical series^ I utterly repudiate 
as a mere fanciful guess. Even supposing it were true, it is 
not easy to believe that the armies of Muhammad Ghori were 
formed entirely of illiterate men when we remember that 
the learned Abu Eih&n accompanied the still earlier expe-. 
ditions* of Mahmud of Ghazni. But when it is admitted , 
that “ the chain of the series (geometrical) -must alone have 
been a work of no ordinary labour,” I must confess that I 
put no faith in the application of such a practically impos- 
sible series. 

Mr. Beglar further argues that there is a difference of 
projection between the bands of lotus flowers and the bands 
of Arabic inscriptions, -the former being flush with the faces 
of the column, while the latter have a considerable projection. 
But it is only the lowest band of writing that is flush with the 
face, aU the others being raised ; and this belt has been so 
much injured by time and by ignorant restorations that it is 
now illegible, Sayid Ahmed being able to read no more than 
the words Amh' ul Vmra, or “ chief of the nobles.” I believe 
therefore that the depression of this belt is due entirely to' 
the restorers, a conclusion which is borne out by the fact 
■ that several of the red facing stones have been cut «ight 
through so as to leave the inner core of rough stone quite 
visible. Now, this belt forms no part of Mr. Beglar’s geo- 
metrical series, and as I am quite satisfied that it was an 
integral part of the original ornamentation, I repudiate tbe 
whole scheme of recondite Hindu design as a mere fanciful 
theory. 

But on this subject of the ornamentation of the Kutb 
Minar we now possess the most decisive evidence that.it is not 
of Hindu origin in the Tfirikh-i-Alai of Amir Khusru, a con- 
temporary of Alauddin Khilji. Speaking of the new 
minar, which this king had ordered to be built, the poet adds 
that he also directed that a nem casing and cupola should 
be added to the old one.”t According to this account, which 
we must remember is that of an eye witness of the fact, 
the whole of the present red stone facing was added by 
Alauddin, and to lum we must assign all its exquisite bal- 
conies as well as all its ornamental bands. It was no doubt 

* See Report, page 57- , , 

f Turikli-i-Alai iu Dowson’s edition of Sir H. Elliot’s ITuliammadaii Historians, III, 70. 
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tlie knowledge of this entire restoration by the Pathan King 
that led Baber to call it the minar of Alauddin Khilji. 

Having thus disposed of the Hindu origin of the orna- 
mental bands on the face of the pillar, I will add a few 
words about the minar itself. In proof of the Hindu origin 
of the column, Sayid Ahmed states that “ there is only one 
minar, which is contrary to the practice of the Muhamma- 
dans, who always give tioo minars to their masjids.” But 
this statement is correct only for the custom of the last three 
centuries, as the following facts will show that the previous 
practice of the Muhammadans was to have only one minar, 
or mazinah, to their masjids : — 

1. — ^The masjid of IbuThlhn in Cairo, built in A. D. 876, 
has only one minar.* 

2, 3. — The two minars of Mahmud at Ghazni, built 
about A. U. 1000, are of different sizes, and 
stand half a mile apart. They therefore be- 
longed to two different masjids. 
d‘. — ^The masjid of Sultan Barkht in Cairo, built in 
A. D. 1149, has only one minar.f 
6. — The minar at Koel, built in A. 1). 1262, was a 
single column, and occupied exactly the same 
position with regard to its masjid as that of the 
Kutb Minar to its masjid. 

6. —The unfinished minar of Alauddin at Delhi is a 

single column built about A. D. 1300. 

7. — Two masjids at Bayana have only one minar each, 

placed outside the court-yard of the masjid, but 
on the north-east corner instead of on the south- 
east corner as in the Kutb example. One of these 
bears an inscription of Naseruddin Muhammad, 
who was reigning in A. D. 1390. 

Prom these eight examples, which range over a period 
of more than five centuries down to within one hundred and 
sixty years of the accession of Akbar, it is clear that it was 
the fixed practice of the Muhammadans to have only one 
minar, or mazinah, to each masjid. That the Kutb Minar 
was a mazinah or Muazzin’s tower we have the evidence of 
its inscriptions which cannot be ignored, as well as the 
express declaration of Abulfeda who calls it a mazinah. 

. That it was a Muhammadan design we have the fact, that 

* History of Architecture, Fergusson II, 383, 387. 
t Ibifl, U, 387. 
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the conquerors of Delhi were the rulers of Glmztii, where they 
Imd been familiar with the minors of Mahmdd, which are 
star polygons in plan, witli deeply indented angles. For the 
Muhaininatlan the ICuth Minar had a purpose which was 
intimately connected with the daily practice of his religion. 
I am ihcroforo firmly convinced that it is a purely Muham- 
madan building both in piu*pose and in design, although 
most, if not all, of the details of its execution, and notably 
its overlapping or corbelled arches, arc Hindu. 

AGRA. 

■With regard to the buildings at Agra there are only two 
points in whicli my opinion differs from those udiich arc gene- 
rally received by the public, and wliich have hecii adopted by 
Mr. Carlleylo. According to the popular view the present 
fort was built entirely by Akbar, there l)ciug little if any 
part of the old fort of Sikandar Lndi included within its 
Hmits, and the red sandstone palace now called the Jahkngiri 
mahal was built by the emperor Jahflngir for his own 
residence. As I do not agree with either of these opinions, I 
will now give the reasons which have led mo to differ from 
them, and as the main part of my argument about the fort 
rests upon the true determination of the site of Jahfingir’s 
palace, I will begin with the latter building. 

The emperor JabUngir, on returning to Agra a few years 
after his accession, relates that he first visited his father’s 
tomb, and then proceeded to the fort “ to the palace which 
he had ordered to he built there for his own residence.”* 
That this palace, which he had ordered to he built for his 
own residence, was not the red sandstone building now called 
the Jahdngiri mahal, is clear from the emperor’s account of 
its position : “ This palace,” he says, “ rests npon the gate 
which opens on the river Jumna, and is supported by 26 
pillars.” The actual palace of Jahfi,ngh’ must therefore have 
been quite close to the water gate of the fort towards the 
well known Musamman Bnij, or octagonal tower, as he adds 
that “ the adjoining tower of four storeys is octagonal.” , 
Now, this is an exact description of the Mnsamman Burj, 
and I conclude therefore that the palace of JahS,ngir must have 
occupied that portion of the eastern face of the fort lying 
between the water gate and the. Musamman Buij which is 

* Autobiogr.'tphy of Jalifingir, p, 120. 
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how represented by the fine conrt-yard of the Maoohhi Bha- 
wan,' backed by the Diwhn-i-khhs. Here still stands JahS,n- 
gir’s famous throne of black stone, which was seen and 
described by Captain Hawldns in A. D. 1611 and 1612.” 
The DiwA,n-i-khds with its two thrones of black and white 
stone is now a terrace, 70 feet wide by 120 feet in length ; 
but as Shah Jahan’s Shish mahal has cut off about one-third 
of its length, the original terrace must have been nearly 
200 feet in length ndth its back wall towards the river, and 
its front open towards the great square of the Macchhi 
Bhawan. Against this wall to the right and left of the throne 
were placed images of Christ and the Vhgin, which are de- 
scribed by WiUiam Pinch, as well as by Captain Hawkins. 
Their accounts have since been confirmed by the discovery 
of a white marble statue of the Virgin, which was dug up in 
the fort about 15 years ago, and may now be seen in the 
verandah of the Agra Bank. 

On this terrace then, as I believe, stood the original palace 
of Jahhngir, supported, as he describes, on 25 pillars, the whole 
of which must have been cleared away by Shah Jahan before 
lie began to build the well known Shish mahal and Kh^Ls 
mahal. 

The emperor also adds that ** adjoining is a small gallery, 
overloohing the Jumna, to view wild beast fights this agrees 
with the account of Captain Hawkins, who regularly attended 
Jah^l,ngir’s darbars for nearly a whole year, and who repeatedly 
witnessed wild beast fights as well as executions from the 
gallery of the palace. As there is no gallery attached to the 
red sandstone palace, it seems certain that this building 
cannot have been the palace of Jah^lngir. 

Tlie emperor closes his account with the characteristic 
entry that in a lotoer storey, “ more on a level with the river,” 
was the ” private drinking apartment.” Now, the building 
called the Jahdngiri mahal has no apartments below the 
audience halls, while immediately adjoining the Macchhi 
Bhawan, that is, between it and the water gate, there are 
two octagonal rooms, in a lower storey, each 21|- feet in 
diameter, which were once highly decorated with painted 
flowers, and which still possess two large marble trellises 
looking towards the river. Here again the Macchhi Bhawan 
buildings agree with the description which Jah^ngh gives of 


* Kerr’s Voyages and Travels, VIII, 252. 
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his own palace, while the building now called the JahS,ngiri 
mahal has nothing in common with the emperor’s account 
either in position or in details. I conclude, therefore, without 
any hesitation that the red sandstone palace now called the 
Jah&.ngiri mahal was not the palace of Jah&ngir. 

But if this he not the palace of Jahangir, to whom must it 
he attributed ? I reply to Ibrahim Ludi. It is certain that 
there was a palace of Ibrahim within the fort of Agra, as 
Baber records that he occupied it on his arrival at Agra, and 
afterwards notices that there was an empty space between 
Ibrahim’s palace and the ramparts.* 

In this “ empty space” Baber constructed a large warn 
(or Baoli) 20 ffag in diameter. This wain I take to be the 
great Baoli, 17^ feet in diameter, which still exists in the 
empty space between the red sandstone palace and the ram- 
parts. But the argument to be derived from an examination 
of the building itself is even stronger and more conclusive 
than this identity of position. This argument lies in the 
simple fact that the red stone palace of Agra is a direct imi- 
tation both in design and in detail of the Mfin Mandar or 
palace of Baja Mftn Sinh at Gwalior. Now, Ibrahim was the 
conqueror of Gwalior, and the fine palace of Baja M&n must 
certainly havQ won his admiration, as it did that of Baber 
only a few years later. Gwalior was captured in A. D. 1618, 
and Ibrahim fell on the fatal field of P&nipat in 1626. The 
palace, therefore, must have been built during the eight years 
comprised between these two dates. 

The main points of agreement in construction are the fol- 
lowing.: — 

1. The entire absence of radiating arches, all openings 
being spanned by corbels. 

2. The use of sloping stone ribs meeting horizontal 
beams to carry the slab roofing of the two halls of audience. 

3. The adoption of narrow screened galleries running 
round the - whole building, and of secret passages in the 
thickness of the walls for communication between the upper 
and lower storeys. 

4. The adoption of a narrow gallery screened close by 
trellis work round three sides of one of the audience halls, 
apparently for the purpose of allowing the ladies of the 
harem to see into the great court-yard. 


» Memoirs b; Le;den and Eriluse, pp. 309 — 342. 
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The chief points of similarity in the details of ornament- 
ation are the following : — 

1. The use of running borders filled with ducks and 
pigeons. 

2. The style of the stone trellises which is the same in 
both palaces. 

To all these proofs of an earlier date than the time of 
Jah&ngir, I may add the fact that the walls are covered with 
delicate diaper patterns of small and intricate tracery, having 
the ground or sunken portions coloured either with a 
vermilion or a sky-blue pigment, — a style which, according 
to my experience, was peculiar to the later Pathan archi- 
tecture. 

With all these concurring evidences pointing to an earlier 
date than the time of the Mughals for the building of the 
so-called Jah^ngiri mahal, I have been led irresistibly to the 
conclusion that the B,ed Palace was erected by the last 
Pathan King of Delhi, and that it is therefore the actual 
palace of Ibrahim Ludi which was inhabited by the victori- 
ous Baber. 

After I had come to this conclusion I determined on visit- 
ing the palace once more to inspect the building called a 
Bdradarii which I have always heard attributed to the 
Pathans, and which must therefore have formed part of 
the old Pathan Port known as Bddalgarh. 

On entering the fort by the Amar Singhi Gate, I was 
struck by the marked difference of styles in the two kinds of 
battlements which crown the middle gateway. On the outer 
face they are plain, massive, and lofty, with clear straight 
openings, like those of the fort walls; but on both sides as 
well as on the inner face the battlements are low with raised 
borders, and slightly recessed openings widening below into 
indented squares, which were once filled either with glazed 
tiles, or with some blue or green colour. All the buildings 
in the court-yard between the middle and inner gates are 
finished with the same battlements. So also are all the 
buildings in the com’t-yards of the Delhi and water gates, 
while the outer battlements correspond with those of the 
walls. Now these smaller battlements are precisely the same 
in aU respects as those of the Bed Palace called the Jah^ngiri 
mahal. If then I am right in attributing the Bed Palace 
to Ibrahim Ludi, it is only a necessary conclusion that the 
main portions of the three principal entrances to the fort, 
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including their inner court-yards, must liaye formed parts of 
the original fort of tlie Ludi Kings. 

This conclusion is further home out by the use of diapered 
medallions on the walls and inside the domes, a practice 
which was generally given up by the Mughals except for 
the ornamentation of the spnndrils of arches. This conclu- 
sion is also much strengthened by the fact that the old 
Bdradari, which I have always heard attributed to the 
Pathans, has precisely the same battlements in all respects 
as those of the Red Palace and the inner courts of the 
gateways. 

The last argument which I can bring forward is the fact 
that there is the most striking dilference in the construction 
of the outer walls, which are admitted to have been built by 
Akhar, and that of the walls of the inner courts, which I 
contend must have formed part of the old Pathan fort of 
the Ludi Kings. In 1859, when I was living at Agra as 
Chief Engineer of the North-Western Provinces, embrasures 
for guns were pierced in the main walls of the fort of the 
court-yard of the Amar Singhi gate. 

In the former the work was generally done in four or five 
days, while the piercing of the latter occupied no less than 
a fortnight. This great difference was solely due to the 
different nature of the construction, the former being a rubble 
wall faced with red sandstone slabs bound together with 
bad powdery mortar ; while the latter was a compact mass of 
well-built wall of rough stones and hard tenacious mortar, 
which held together so firmly that the whole had to be 
quarried out. I conclude therefore that the main walls of the 
fort, which are so widely different in their constraction 
from those of the Amar Singhi court-yard, must be the 
work of different dates. 

The general result of my enquiries leads me to the opinion 
that the Agra Port was originally built by Sikandar Ludi, 
and was afterwards altered and added to by Akbar, who con- 
siderably increased the height of the walls ; but I believe 
that the old Pathan Port occupied exactly the same position 
as that of Akbar, with the exception perhaps of some of the 
gateway outworks. 


NOTE 


BY 

MR. J. D. BEGLAR, ASSISTMT, AROHASOLOGICAL SURVEY. 


Until lately I held the opinions expressed in my report 
regarding the* Kuth Masjid and Minar. Starting with the 
hypothesis that the fouiidation and such parts of the walls 
of the Kuth Masjid, both inner and outer inclosures, as were 
below the ground level, were *' original Hindu, the con- 
clusion I have arrived at in the report is simply inevitable ; 
hut early in .November this year, General Cunningham 
and I visited the Huth remains together, and he pointed 
out to me various incongruities which clearly showed that the 
foundations of the inner and outer inclosures, as they stand, 
are not original Hindu, although doubtless some portion, pro- 
bably the portion of the foundation of the hack wall imme- 
diately behind the middle of the masjid proper, is Hindu. 

It is necessary that I notice and point this out parti- 
cularly. As stated in my report, the material and work- 
manship of all the portions of the walls of the masjid 
which I have there supposed to he Hindu, are precisely 
similar ; hut in one portion of the foundation courses of the 
south wall of the inner inclosure are inserted not one hut 
several stones which either have, or once had, bracket pro- 
jection's. In the west hack wall of the masjid also General 
Cunningham pointed out to me sculptured stones with 
their sculptured faces turned inwards; and further the 
upper double comice which runs along the hack wall of 
Kuth’s portion of the masjid, is carried round the corner, 
proving that the inner inclosure was once complete . in itself, 
and yet the same cornice is continued through Alitmish’s 
extension, and the materials and workmanship of this 
portion so closely correspond to the portion of Kutb’s 
masjid, as to have led me to suppose the whole to have been 
one continuous wall, I not having then noticed that the 
cornice tinned the corner of Kuth’s inclosure. 
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These which are only a few of many similar incon- 
gruities now comdnce me that the entire foundations and 
walls (with the exception perhajps of some small indefinite 
portion) of the Kutb Masjid. and Alitmish’s extension are 
Muhammadan. 

This admission completely alters the application of my 
arguments in the body of the report, without, however, in 
the least affecting their coherence. 

Starting from the hypothesis that the foundations were 
undisturbed Hindu, I proceeded to prove that the various 
other parts of the masjid, as it stands, could not be Muham- 
madan ; and as the minar is most intimately connected with 
the masjid by a definite law, it also could not be Muham- 
madan. Now, as I maintain that the foundations are not . 
Hindu, but Muhammadan, my previous arguments all tend 
most emphatically to establish that every other part there 
supposed Hindu is Muhammadan also — in short, the whole 
force of my argument mainly went to show that to whatever 
age the foundations belonged, to the same age must be as- 
signed the minar — and having started with a wrong hypo- 
thesis, I was compelled by the conclusions to which I then 
was logically and necessarily driven to maintain that the 
minar was Hindu. At present therefore I gladly and un- 
hesitatingly acknowledge the grave error I committed, and 
General Cunningham will find that my " fanciful ” law, as 
he styles it, which governs the disposition of the various 
parts of the structure, forms one of the strongest proofs in 
favour of his views. 

I now accordingly hold that, whatever in the masjid 
and minar I have maintained in my report to be undisturbed 
Hindu, is Muhammadan of the period of Kutb and Alit- 
mish, ‘ and that whatever I have there called Muhammadan 
is due to subsequent repair and alteration, 1st, by Alauddin 
Khilji, 2nd, by Eiroz Shah, of both of whom history dis- 
tinctly records that they repaired extensively the havoc time 
and violence had made in the buildings, and 3rd, of those 
other repairs and alterations subsequent to Ehoz Shah, 
which must have from time to time been executed by differ- 
ent kings, but of which history has left no record. 

The execution, however, of the entire structure as a 
whole is Hindu; for the simple reason that Hindu work- 
men were the only ones Kutb and Alitmish could have 
procured. 
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I take this opportunity of thanking General Ounningham 
publicly for the kindness and patience he has shown in 
pointing out my error to me, an error of such a nature, that no 
mere argument could have touched it, and which, but for our 
going to the spot together, would have remained uncorrected ; ' 
for none of his reasonings have shalcen the coherence of my 
arguments and of the “ fanciful” law that governs the parts 
of the masjid and minar. 

In a future paper I shall show a similar law governing 
the parts of structures indisputably Hindu, such, for instance, 
as the superb temples in various parts of Central India. So 
that it is clear the law was recognised by Hindu architects, 
and this is my reason for supposing that although the Kutb * 
remains were executed under the orders of Muhammadan 
kings, and the leading featm’es of the structure determined 
by them, the arrangement of the detail, both of construction 
and ornamentation, was left entirely to Hindu architects.* 

* Note In General ■Cimning'ham . — It must bo obvious to every one that the distances 
between the different bands of ornament could not have been determined by mere rule of 
thumb, bnt must have been arranged by some simple series of differences either in arith- 
metieal or geometrical progression. That the scries was a very simple one I have no doubt; 
and 1 believe that it has not yet been discovered owing solely to the difficulty of measuring 
the exact distances between the bands. 
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RErOUT ON DELHI, BY MR. J. D. BEGLAR, ASSISTANT 
ARCHiEOLOGICAL SHRYEY OF INDIA, FOR THE 
HALF-YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 1871. 


Befobe entering on tlie report, it is necessary to pre- 
mise that I have no share in the reading or interpretation 
of any inscriptions. On this head I have confined myself 
to copying such as had not been copied before, or of which 
fresh copies appeared desirable. I have availed myself of 
such published and unpublished information as I was aware 
of and had access to, hut there is mueh that I have not been 
able to obtain access to, and probably more that I am not 
aware of. 

I begin with the two pillars of Asoka, one in Biruz 
Shah’s Kotela, just outside the Delhi gate of Delhi Shahja- 
hanabad ; the other near Hindu Eao’s house, and close to the 
monument lately erected in commemoration of the siege nnd 
capture of Delhi during the mutiny of 1857. 

Of the former, General Cunningham has already treated 
exhaustively, and I refer to his writings ; the pillar is placed 
on a massive building of the style peculiar to Diruz Shah’s 
period, ues., of rubble stone, with the domes of rubble stone 
irregularly set in mortar of admirable quality, and arches 
with rihs.^' The top of the building is of the form of a py- 
ramid, of very broad base, and very small altitude, eminently 
fitted for the speedy carrying off of rain water, yet flat enough 
to make it a pleasant terrace for the enjoyment of the river 
breezes and views in the cool of the evening. 

The slope, however, makes me doubt if another storey ever 
existed over it, whether of walls or colonnades : there are, 
indeed, the stumps of two pillars near the edge of the roof 
on the north side, and these appear deeply imbedded, so 
that it would be utterly impossible to remove them without 
leavins indelible marks of their, existence ; hut as no marks 


* For plan, see Plate IX. 
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of the positions of any other pillars or walls 'are to he seen oh 
any side, I think it is fairly open to question whether the 
fragments of two solitary pillars existing now can he taken 
to be the remains of ai colonnade or additional open storey 
round the pillar. I rather think that, in striving after effect, 
the builders of the structure would not lessen the seeming, 
and clear height of the monolith by burying a portion of 
it within a structure, open or closed ; they would rather^ err 
on the other side and bury as little, leaving as much of 
clear height to produce effect as they possibly could consist- 
ent with safety ; and that the builders did strive after effect 
will be admitted by all ; for the massive structure of three 
storeys, gradually diminishing from the base upwards, yet 
leaving a massive terrace on the top, throws into strong 
relief, in the most effectual, yet beautifully appropriate, 
manner the tall proportions of the slender shaft. I would 
further point out that the domes over the four corner towers 
are at the same height as the present main roof, and tend 
to confirm the supposition that the building originally was 
no higher. 

Vertically beneath the base of the pillar, a gallery has 
been broken through in the topmost storey, disclosing a 
sort of rough chamber covered by a rubble dome 4 feet 
in diameter, on which, consequently, the entire weight of 
the pillar rests. 

.Of the lat near Hindu Eao’s house, the fragments (with 
the exception of the piece stated by General Cunningham 
as having been sent to the Asiatic Society’s Museum in 
Calcutta) have been put together, and now form a column 
standing on the ridge which runs from the present Delhi 
monument to Hindu Rao’s house. General Cunningham 
quotes Padre Tieffenthaler to show that it was thrown down 
in A. D. 1713 to 1719 during the reign of Parukhsir. 

Padre Tieffenthaler was in Delhi in A. D. 1747, as I 
learn from General Cunningham, and from his writings it 
would appear that the pillar had fallen about 25 years before, 
which would carry the event back to 1722, or thereabouts. 
Native tradition, however, asserts that it was thrown down by 
Mr. Prazer to build his house on its site, and there are 
old men who state that they actually saw it standing : as their 
ages cannot exceed 90, it is clear that they could not have 
seen it standing, and that the Native tradition is, as usual 
with N ative accounts, false. When two or three old men state 
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they actually saw a thing, it is hard to disbelieve their 
statements, W the above instance shows how difficult, if not 
impossible, it is to place the slightest reliance on native 
accounts, especially those which ascribe some act of van- 
dalism, to their European conquerors. 

The position, however, assigned to the pillar by tradi- 
tion, mz., the site of Hindu Bao’s house, agrees remarkably 
mth the relative position of the pillar as originally erected 
by Firuz Shah, in reference to his hunting palace or Koshak 
Shikar, which, for reasons to he stated hereafter, I identify 
with the present Pirghyh Great Trigonometrical Survey. 
I therefore consider that it really stood at the site of Hindu 
Bao’s house ; and I refer to General Cunningham’s writings 
for a description of the site of the pillar as related by the 
Muhammadan writers of the period. 

In the Mahft.hhdrat there is mention of Indarpat as one 
of the five prasthas claimed by Tudhishtir from his ceusin 
Euryodhan. What, however, is now known as Indarpat or 
Purina Biln, is an entirely Muhammadan structure. I am 
inclined to think that the Muhammadans, as usual with them, 
availed themselves of the oiiginai Hindu foundations in 
re-erecting the fort; this would be a very interesting dis- 
covery, as showing, at least in plan, the form of one of the 
oldest forts df which mention is made in India ; a few es- 
cavations would probably show, from difference in construc- 
tion and material, whether the foundations belong to the 
same period as the superstructure or not. 

Nilachatri is a small Brindu shrine on the banks of the 
Jumna, close to Selimgurh and to Ivigambod ghat. Tradi- 
tion ascribes to it an immense antiquity, as having been erect- 
ed by Tudhishtir on. the occasion of a (homa) religions 
ceremony performed here; the present hnilding, however, 
for several reasons, cannot be considered as the original 
temple, though it may possibly occupy the site of i*^ P~^~ 
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definitely. I would, liowcver, while on the subject, heg leave 
to remark that the evidence which (to my knoAvledgc) 
ascribes the introduction of the art in India to the Mu- 
hammadans is of an essentially negative nature, resting solely 
on the non-discovery of older remains, showing the existence 
of the art previous to the Muhammadan conquest, and it would 
he very desirable to obtain some positive cridence regarding 
its origin or introduction to India. 

As the Muhammadans destroyed or appropriated all Hin- 
du temples on seiising the countiy, it appears impossible 
to suppose the Kilachatri to be of the Hindu period ; it was 
probably built some time after the Muhammadans had been 
in quiet possession of the country, and when theii' bigotry 
had much abated. The style of the building is massive. 

General Cunningham pointed out, w'hat had escaped my 
observation, that the glazed stones forming patterns and 
figure^ are misarranged, so that the body of a peacock, for 
instance, is joined on to the head of some other bird and to 
the tail of another, while its own proper head and tail pieces 
are placed elsewhere ; evidently showing that the tiles or 
stones are not in their original positions ; numbers of 
pieces, too, are missing ; and General Cunningham’s opinion, 
that the present building was rebuilt from the ruins of a 
not much older structure by the Mahrattas during their 
occupancy of Delhi, supported, as it is, by a tradition to the 
same effect, is doubtless correct. 

Nigamhod gha,t, close to the river gate of Delhi Shah- 
jahanabad, called the Higambod gate, is a place on the 
banks of the Jumna, where dead bodies are brought for 
cremation, and to which peculiar virtues are ascribed by the 
Hindus. I have been gravely- assm’ed by several otherwise 
intelligent Hindus that dead bodies are more effectually 
consumed if burned there than anywhere else. 

General Cunningham, in his report, has ably and ex- 
haustively discussed the question of the building of the 
L&lkot of Anang-p§,l, called now popularly the Lalkot of 
Pithora, the ancient Delhi, and of the founding of Delhi. 
Wfiile admitting his date of the founding of the fort of Delhi, 
I beg leave to offer some remarks tending to show that the 
city of Delhi existed contemporaneously with Indraprastha. 

As he has himself observed, it is the universal cus- 
tom to name cities after their founders; Delhi cannot he 
supposed to be the solitary exception to this rule. As we 
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have a tradition that it was founded by Raja Dilipa, and as 
the Vishnu PurSu mentions a Raja Dilipa as having preceded 
the Pandus, I think the probability • in favor of Delhi or 
Dilli having been founded by Raja Dilipa very strong ; that 
no mention is made of Dilli previous to Ptolemy’s Daidala, 
(which General Cunningham identifies vpith Dilli, and in which 
identification I concur) need excite no surprise when we 
remember that close to it, and overshadondng it as it were, 
stood the famous Indraprastha : Delhi or Dilli could only 
rise into prominence after the decay of Indraprastha ; and 
Ptolemy’s mention of Dilli is a curious record of the period 
when Indraprastha had begun to decline, yet had not quite 
lost its position, and Dilli had risen into comparatively greater 
importance. Subsequent to this, there is mention of DilK 
in the wars of the king of Dilli with Sukwanti Raja, but 
not of Indraprastha; this shows that the decay of Indra- 
prastha (and rise of Dilli), of which we have jiresumptive 
evidence, about the time of Ptolemy, had, as we would ex- 
pect, progressed, ending in the total disappearance of Indra- 
prastha as a place of importance, and the established 
supremacy of DiUi. 

After lying deserted for 792 years, Dilli was re-peopled 
and the fort constructed by Anang-pS.1 : we must not, how- 
ever, suppose that Dilli was in the interval absolutely desert- 
ed ; for within this period it was that the iron-pillar inscrip- 
tion was cut or engraved : the city of Dilli in the interv^, 
although not the residence of the paramount Raja, was 
nevertheless in existence and flourishing in an humbler way, 
and it had Rajas who probably acknowledged the supremacy 
of the Raja of Ujain. It appears hence that the fact of 
Dilli being subordinate to another capital at an immense 
distance has in this instance, effectually caused a total silence 
regarding it for nearly 800 years ; need we then be surprised 
that no mention should have been made of it when the 
capital Indraprastha lay, not at the distance of 400 miles 
as Ujain is, but within an hour’s walk of it ? 

Delhi was re-peopled by Anang-pM, according to popular 
traditions, i. e., it again became- the capital or chief city : 
a tank near the present Jogm^y& is still called Anang TM, 
and was probably dug by him ; it is dry now, and remains 
dry even in the rains ; the rain water which finds its way in 
has no outlet, but apparently soaks into the soil, which is 
a sort of loose reddish earth, the debris of decayed rock. 
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The ancient Hindu remain? of Delhi arc many : the fort, 
or LMkot, of Anang-phl, the Iron-pillar, the Kuth Minar, 
and what is now called the Kuth Masjid, and the outer fort 
of Bay Pithora, and the structure called Sultan Gftri’s Tomb 
are all ancient Hindu structures. I shall begin with the 
Ldlkot. 

General Ounninghara has already shown that the Mlkot, 
by which is understood the citadel of old Dilli, was built 
by Anang-phl, and that the more extensive, though weaker, 
fortifications of the city, called now Kilah Bay Pithora, were 
built by Raja Prithi Baj. 

Starting from Adham Khan’s Tomb and going westwards, 
one can see a lofty line of ramparts, in fair order in many 
jjlaces after a short distance, the line of ramparts tm’ns to 
the north, .and with small bends reaches what is called the 
Banjit gate, formed and defended by a triple row of outworks ; 
passing the Banjit gate it continues in a north-east direction 
till it comes to a point where a lower line of ramparts branches 
off northwards, and the higher walls, which are the walls of 
L&.lkot, turn round a' tower called Pateh Bfiij, due east, 
which direction it maintains for a short distance, and up to 
an immense tower called Sohan Bffij ; from here the line 
goes due south, till after passing the Sohan gate (a mere gap 
now in the line of walls) it again branches off into two, one 
going due east, which I will, for distinction, at present call 
the eastern branch, and another continuing the southerly 
direction past Anang TM back to Adham Khan’s Tomb ; this, 
as the shorter, I now for distinction call the direct line. 

The eastern branch goes eastwards, and round to south 
after a long detour, crossing the present Delhi road and the " 
road to Tughlakabad, and then disappears : after a gap of 
about 600 yards, a line of walls is again seen going in a 
north-west direction till it meets Adham Khan’s Tomb. 

- It has been customary to call the fort bounded up to the 
Sohan gate by the wall, which, starting from Adham Khan’s 
Tomb, goes past Banjit gate and Sohan and Pateh bastions 
to the junction or bifurcation near Sohan gate, and thence 
bounded by the eastern . branch just described, going round 
with a gap past Metcalfe House, and back to Adham Khan’s 
Tomb, the L&,lkot of Anang-pM; and this is the view enter- 
tained by General Cunningham. What I have called the 
direct line of walls from the bifurcation near Sohan gate. 


See Plate I. 
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not being cron shown on the usual maps, and though indicated 
by General Cunningham in his survey, not considered by 
him as the wall of the fort, but as merely a dividing wall 
separating the fort, or Mlkot, into two portions as a precau- 
tion against surprise. I beg respectfully to differ from him 
in this point, and maintain that the smaller space inclosed 
between the wall going from Adham Khan’s Tomb past Ranjit 
gate and Patch and Sohan bastions to the bifurcation at Sohan 
gate, and the direct line of wall from the bifurcation near Sohan 
gate to Adham Khan’s Tomb, is the original fort or L^lkot 
of Anang-pA.1, and the eastern branch, which from the Sohan 
gate goes by a long detour, and "with a gap, to Adham Khan’s 
Tomb, I maintain to be the remains of the attempted en- 
largement by Alauddin Khilji, a Muhammadan emperor,. 

Differing as I do on an important point from the highest 
authority on such questions, it becomes necessary to state 
my reasons in much greater detail than I would otherwise 
have considered necessary : I will first give the evidence 
of facts, and then the evidence of history. 

Beginning at Adham Khan’s Tomb, and making the cir- 
cuit of tho walls in the direction detailed above, it will be 
noticed — 

(1) . — That the walls are exclusively of rubble stone, 
of large dimensions ; there are occasionally portions where 
smaller-sized rubble lias been used, but not a brick is to be 
met with in the entire distance from Adham Khan’s Tomb 
up to the bifurcation near Sohan gate. 

(2) . — That these rubble stone walls are defended by 
a ditch, varying in width from 18 feet to 35 feet, the least"' 
width being found at points where the walls rest on. rock, 
and the ditch also is out in rock ; the greatest width, however, 
in the entire distance from Adham Khan’s Tomb to the Sohan 
gate not exceeding 36 feet. 

(3) . — That the wall from Adham Khan’s Tomb to Sohan 
gate is either founded on rock, the face of which is scarped, 
where such rock exists conveniently in the com’se, or is 
carried right down to tho bottom of the ditch (at least to 
the present bottom, and how much deeper is not known). 

(4i.) — That the section of the wall is within the above- 
mentioned limits of Adham Khan’s Tomb and Sohan gate ; 
a series of steps narrow towards the inner face and broader 
towards tho outer face, but always in steps gradually dimi- 
nishing upwards. 
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(6). — Tliat tlie material in ivliich the stones composing 
the wall is set is reddish earth, if taken from near the 
bottom courses, which are most likely in their original state 
unmodified by repair from the Muhammadans. 

(6) . — That with the exception of the grooved, dressed 
stone for a portcullis at the Ranjit gate, not a single dressed 
or numbered stone is to he found in the wliole extent of 
walls from Adham Blhan’s Tomb to the bifurcation near 
Sohan gate. 

(7) . — ^That passing beyond Sohan gate in the eastern 
branch, tlie walls are defended by what Geneival Cunningham 
calls a ditch, hut which in the narrowest part measures 60 
feet across, and frequently 160 and 200 feet. 

(8) . — That in the eastern branch of walls there is fre- 
quently to he seen dressed stone and brick. 

(9) . — ^That in the ditch, or, as I shall henceforth call 
it, valley, is a Bowlee, or well, with arcades, &c.* 

(10) . — ^That in this eastern branch of the walls, not in a 
single instance is the wall carried down to the level of the 
valley or ditch. 

(11) . — ^That the general height of the remains of wall • 
in this latter portion is much lower than in the former 
portion, or even than in’ the direct line of wall, dismantled 
though it is from the bifurcation near Sohan gate to Adham 
Khan’s Tomb ; this difference is so great that it can he 
distinctly seen from the top of the Kutb Minar. A view 
from the top of the Minar will show the lines of walls of 
what I call the LMlcot distinctly as a high mound encircling 
the space within and towering over the ground outside : it will 
also show the eastern branch of walls which run east from 
the bifurcaticn, but not so distinctly, and not as a continuous 
line of mound encu’cling the space within. 

(12) . — ^That no portion of the wall of the eastern branch 
is standing intact : the direct line of wall from Adham 
Khan’s Tomb to the bifurcation near Sohan gate is also in . 
ruins, so much so that hardly the lowest course of stone is 
left in situ ; but I shall subsequently show that this is due, 
not to time, but to the order of Alauddin Khilji : yet, 
although barely the lowest com’se is left in places, the 
general level of this direct line of wall (the partition wall, as 
General Cunningham calls it) is higher than the level of the 
walls of the eastern branch. 


* See Plate I. 
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(13). — ^Promsome excavations made in this eastern .branch 
of the Trails, it appears that the Tvall is founded on the slope 
of the high ground the excavation showed first a layer of 
debris, then plain earth unmixed with ddbris ; whence it 
appears that the foundations for these walls were dug on the 
slope to a considerable depth, but not to the level of the 
adjacent valley.*^ 

(Idi). — ^The excavations further shoTv that the eastern 
branch walls are built on foundations partly of brick and 
partly of stone, the bricks being largo thin bricks.*' 

(15) .— It also ajDijears that the wall, at least such portion 
of it as exists, was not built in steps : the foundations are 
perfectly plumb, but too little of the superstructure exists to 
shoTV Tvhat it was like, though enough remains to shoTV it 
did not rise in steps.* 

(16) . — ^Tho foundations, where of brick, appear to have 
been hollow, the upper solid wall having been built on narrow 
parallel lines of brick walls for foundations : these narrow 
parallel brick walls do not, hoTvever, run parallel to the crest 
of the mound, or to the direction of the face of the fort wall, 
but in directions slightly dilTerent, and having proceeded for 
some distance in this diverging direction bend suddenly at 
right angles. I am of opinion that these brick walls repre- 
sent the foundation walls of dwelling houses wliich occupied 
the site before Alauddin Khilji gave the order to enlarge the 
fort ; and that when the fort walls came to be built, the 
masons simply availed themselves of these old foundations 
as far as they could.* 

(17) . — Such portions of the superstructure of this eastern 
branch as exist, and have been exposed to view in the excava- 
,tions, show that the wall was faced with dressed stone in places, 
and rubble stone in others, in a way quite foreign to the uni- 
form system invariablyadoptedingenuineHinduconstruction.* 

(18) .— The projecting rubble stone at the top of the founda- 
tions of this eastern branch of walls, and beloTV the super- 
structure, is a- very curious feature, forming, as it were, a 
rubble stone rough comice at the bottom of the wall, i. e., 
of the superstructure of the wall.* 

(19) . — The excavation disclosed a stone marked with the 
figure 8 ; as such stones are plentiful among the ruins about 
the Kutb Masjid, it appears reasonable to suppose that it 
originally came from there. 

# See Pinto II. 


B 
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(20) . — ^In tills eastern branch, of the Tyalls is a gap of 
nearly 600 yards. I have not been able to find the remains 
of ancient 'v^alls, if any ever existed, in this gap, nor have 
others who have surveyed the place, of whom one is General 
Cunningham himself; if indeed any remains existed, he 
would have found them out ; and the fact of his not finding 
any is a strong presumptive evidence that none existed. Of 
the portion of this branch wall^near Adham Khan’s Tomb, 
little remains ; the wall is built, as elsewhere, on the high 
ground, and is defended by a valley, which here is of great 
but irregular width; a small pool or tank exists in the 
valley.? 

(21) . — Almost facing the south gate of outer Kutb colon- 
nade (which I shall subsequently show to be a Hindu frag- 
ment), there exists at the slope leading up from the valley 
to the high ground a sort of rough stepsj very wide, formed 
on a projecting rocky spur of the high ground, but correspond- 
ing to these steps or approach is no gap for a doorway or 
entrance in the branch walls : it will afterwards be seen 
that, except the south gate, no other gate existed in the 
Hindu period in the outer inclosure of the ThakurdwSra, 
or the Kutb Masjid as it is now called ; the road therefore 
that gave admission to the ®iakurdwfi.ra in the Hindu 
period must have come from the south, i, e., from the 
direction of these steps, and I think there is every probabilily 
in supposing these steps to have been formed for the purpose 
of giving easy and dmect access to the Thakurdw^’a and 
to its only outer gate : in the Hi ndu period this road would 
have been an important one, but when the Muhammadans 
took the place, the principal entrance was made to the east, 
and there was no longer any necessity for these stepsj hence 
when Alauddin Khilji’s extension to the fort was being built, 
there was no necessity for an entrance in the walls at these 
steps, and opposite the south outer gate of the Kutb Masjid, 
which then was quite a secondary gate. And accordingly we 
see no remains of a gateway in the walls of the fort 
there.® 

(22) . — ^Lastly, as the result of the difference of con- 
struction between the walls of the true lAlkot, according 
to my showing, and the eastern branch walls, the slopes 
assumed by equally ruined portions of each are not quite 
alike ; there is a difference in the slopes, which can easily 

• See Plate 1. 
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be noticed, but cannot be easily described : this difference 
of slopes, indeed, first suggested to me doubts of the two 
walls being of the same period; in fact I doubted if the 
eastern branch walls were the walls of a fort at aU. My 
doubts have now turned out well founded. 

. The points of difference, as detailed above, between the 
walls of the real MUcot (from Adham Khan’s Tomb to the 
Sohan gate) and the eastern branch walls (or Alauddin’s 
extension, as I shall now call it) are so marked that it is 
impossible to ascribe it to any amount of repairs or altera- 
tions short of the actual uprooting of tho Hindu walls 
from their very foundations and building others on the same 
spot. As this is a proceeding too absurd to ascribe to even 
the most self-willed of the Muhammadan emperors, there re- 
mains only the other alternative of admitting them as 
structm’es of widely different eras, while the direct line of 
wall from Sohan gate to Adham Khan’s Tomb, which General 
Cunningham calls the dividing wall, so natm’ally shows 
itself as the original continuation of the fort wall from the 
Sohan gate, being the same in direction, similar in the stone, 
and in the cementing material, binding its component stones, 
and more nearly approaching it in size than the other, that 
I consider as proved, so far as proof can be demanded of 
such ancient structm’es in their present condition, that 
it is not a dividing waU, but the real rampart of the origi- 
nal fort of Anang-pUll. 

On a comparison of the sizes of the various citadels of 
Delhi, Indraprastha, Pirdz Shah’s Kotela, Siri, Tughlakabad, 
and Shahjahanabad with the fort of L&,lkot as hitherto assum- 
ed, it will be seen that it is larger tban any of the others, a 
supposition precluded by its known inferiority to Indrapras- 
tha. If, however, the Llilkot, as defined by me, be compared 
with the others, it will be found somewhat smaller than 
Indraprastha, and pretty much of the size of the others.^‘ 


* Note hy General A, Cunninyham.—'Mr. Bt^Inr has nrgned verj ingenionsly in favour 
of his opinion of the small size of tho original Ldllcot of Annng-pul, which ho restricts to 
the western half of tho strong natural position which I have assigned to Ldlkot. I look 
upon tho site with tho eye of an Engineer, and I cannot conceive that any sane person 
would neglect to occupy the whole of tho high ground, which forms a strong natund for- 
tress, protected all round cither hy a deep vallinsorty or hy a stoop slope. To have occupied 
only one-half of this strong site would have been equivalent to an abandonment of all the 
advantages of the position ; besides leaving ample cover to a besieger in the low ground 
outside the nnoccupied portion. I consider it a fatal objection to Mr. Beglar’s view that the 
Anang Tdl, which was excavated in tho solid rock by Anang-pal, the builder of Lhlkot, 
is outside the line of wall which he assigns to Lalkot. In case of siege, the garrison would 
therefore have been cut oil from their chief, and only certain, supply of water. 




IS 


ARCILTSOLOGICAL REPORT. 1871-72. 


The following is a table showing the proportion of lime 
in mortars taken from different localities, as ascertained by 
analysis : — 

No. L 

Takcii from the remains . of the wall running direct from Adbain 
Khan's Tomb to Sohan gate. — Contains in 100 grs. — 

TJnvitrilied earth ... ... 99 grs. 

Soluble matter and salts ... ... 1 gr. 

No. II. 

From lower courses of the walls of Sohan gate, which do not appear 
to have undergone alteration or repair from Muhammadans. — Contains 
in 100 grs. — 

Unvitrified c.'irth ... ... ... 97 grs. 

Soluble matter and lime ... . ... 3 „■ 

No. HI. 

From the upper walls of fort, which have undergone repair from the 
Muhammadans. — Contains in 100 grs.-— 

Vitrified earth ... ... ... 79 grs. 

Lime ... ... .... 21 „ 

No. IV. 

From. portion of east branch walls near E, where the excavations have 
been made. — Contains in 100 grs. — 

Vitrified earth. ... ... .... 70 grs. 

Lime ... ... 30 

No. V. 

From portion of the east , branch walls at P, where excavations have 
been' made. — Contains in. 100 grs. — 

Vitrified earth ... ... ... 74 grs. 

Lime. .... ... .... 26 „. 

No. VI. 

From ruins of houses on other side of valley opposite F. — Contains 
in 100 grs. — 

Vitrified, earth ... .... ..78 grs. 

- Lime ■*» ... 22 „ 



DKLin. 


13 


General Cunningham allows the eity of Dilli to have 
existed before tlie building of the fort of Anang-pitl. Natur- 
ally, Avben Anang-pbl prepared to build a fort there, be 
would not think of enclosing .the whole city, which must 
have been very extensive, as is evidenced by the enormous 
extent of the outer fort of Hay Pithora, which was built ex- 
pressly to protect the city. Anang-phl, in building the fort, 
would build it outside the city, as is usual, and as the iron 
pillar must have stood ndthin the city, his fort or LS,lkot 
(literally the red citadel) could not have inclosed it. 

In a military point of view, a fort occupying only part 
of a piece of high ground is doubtless, as General Cunning- 
ham tells me, weaker than one which includes the entire of 
the high ground, but as the name of the fort implies, 
it was only a citadel, and must necessarily have been 
small. 

But, apart from this, I contend that because with modern 
knowledge and experience wo have learnt that a fort ought 
to occupy the whole of a piece of high ground of moder- 
ate dimensions, it by no means follows that the ancient 
Hindu military engineers Imew the rule ; we have no means 
of judging accurately of the skiU possessed by the ancient 
Hindus in fort-building, but as an instance of how gross- 
ly they blundered, I may point to the fort of Gwalior, 
vdiich, almost impregnable by nature, was weakened by 
being so built as to exclude beyond the walls the wells on 
which in long sieges the garrison must depend for water. 
Iltitmish, profiting by experience, secured these wells when 
the fort fell, by a wall which for massive strength is un- 
rivalled ; and this is not the only instance where palpable 
blunders have been committed by Hindu military en- 
gineers. It is even possible that the builders of the citadel 
may have trusted to the difficulty of approaching the walls 
on the city side as a compensation for the weakness in not 
including the whole of the high ground, for history has 
always shown that it is no easy matter for an enemy to force 
a way through a hostile city. 

It is possible that a line of walls different either to 
the direct line of walls or to Alauddin’s walls, the eastern 
branch walls, may have existed in the Hindu period, run- 
ning outside of and inclosing the- direct line of wall. But 
if such were the case, not the slightest remains of it 
exist. • 
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From the evicloncc of facts alone, it is impossible to prove 
tliart a third lino of walls, as just stated, did not exist, for, 
however improhahle it he to suppose that all traces have been 
so effectually destroyed as to leave no remains whatever or 
traces, it is perfectly possible. It in fact amounts to an 
attempt to prove a negation, which is impossible. But I 
null now. show from history that the accounts of the an- 
cient historians, wherever they bear on the topography of 
old Delhi, confirm in an unconscious hut unavoidable way 
what I have stated regarding old Delhi and Alauddin’s 
walls. Their accounts are in fact unintelligible and absurd, 
if we do not adojit the positions I have attempted to prove 
from the evidence of facts. 

For convenience, I will first give all the quotations and 
references on the subject that I shall use subsequently : — 

(I). — Briggs’ Ferishta, I, p. 281. 

In the reign of Kai Kobad, Ferishta writes: — 

“ This gave rise to two factions, who encamped on opposite 
“ sides of the city, — ^the Mughals espoused the cause of the 
** young king, and Khiljis that of Jaldluddin Firaz. 

" The latter marched with his party to Bahddurpni, a 
measiu’e forced upon him by the opposite party, headed by 
“ MaUlc Atmir Kachan and Malik Atrair Surkha, who, 
“ jealous of the power of the Khiljis, had issued a proclama- 
“ tion proscribing by name all the principal Khiljian oJB&cers. 

“ Jaldluddin FijtiZj the first on the list, naturally placed 
** himself in a posture of defence. Mal^ Atmir Kachan 
“had been deputed by the Mughal party to invite Jaldlud- 
“ din Firuz to a conierence -with the sick king, when a 
“ plot was formed for his assassination, but having obtained 
“ secret information of the measure, he slew the person who 
“ came to invite him with his own hand at the door of his 
“ tent. The sons of Jaldluddin Firuz, renowned for their 
“ courage, immediately put themselves at the head'of 500 
“ chosen horse, and makmg an assault on the camp of the 
“ Mughals cut their way to the royal tents, pitched in the 
“ centre of the army, and seizing the infant king, carried 
“ him off, together with the sons of Malik Fakruddin Kot- 
“ wal, in spite of opposition. 

“ TVTn.lilc Atmir Surkha pursued them in their flight, 
“ but lost his life in the attempt, with many other Mughal 
“ chiefs of distinction. When this exploit became known in 
“ the city, the mob flew to arms. They marched out in 
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“ tliOHsands, and encamping at tlie Budaon gate, prepared 
“ to go against. Malik JalMuddin Biruz and rescue tke infant 
“ king, for they greatly dreaded the power of the Khiljis. ” 

(2) .— Briggs’ Ferishta, I, p. 299. 

“ The king ” ( JalMuddin Biruz ) “ caused both Sidi Mul- 
“ lah and Kazi JalMuddin Kashjlni to he apprehended, 

“ and brought before him for examination ; they persisted in 
“ then’ innocence, and as no other witness appeared against 
" them, the accusation was rendered doubtful. The king 
“ therefore caused a fire to be prepared at Bahadurpur, in 
“ order that they might be submitted to the fiery ordeal, to 
“ purge themselves of their guilt, and having left the city 
“ to see the ceremony, he ordered a circle to be railed off ' 
“ round the pile. ” 

(3) . — Briggs’ Berishta, I, pp. 329, 330. 

The army of Kutlugh Khan consisted of 200,000 horse, 

“ who promised themselves the conquest of Hindustan. ” — 

“ Then crossing the river he proceeded to Delhi, where 
“ he encamped on the banks of the Jumna without oppo- 
“ sition. ” — “ Alauddin Khilji on this pressing occasion 
“ called a council of his nobles, and, in spite of remonstrances, 

“ he resolved to attack the enemjr. He left the city and 
“ marched out of the Budaon gate with 30,000 horse and 270 
“ elephants ; he drew up in order of battle on the plains beyond 
“ the suburbs, where the enemy formed to- receive him. ” 

(4) . — Briggs’ Berishta, I, p. 341. 

When the king Alauddin was engaged in the siege of 
B<antambhor, Haji Maula formed a consphacy in Delhi, 
regarding which Berishta writes : — “ The mob now increasing, 

“ Haji Maula sent parties to secure the city gates, and de- 
" spatched a messenger to Alauddin Ayaz, the kotwal of the 
“ new city” (Siri) “ to come and examine the king’s order. 

“ This magistrate, however, having heard of the disturbances, 

“ paid no regard to the message, but shut his own gates.” 

“ Malik Hamid, the king’s foster-brother, having raised a 
“ party within the city, seized the Budaon gate on the 7th 
“ day of the usurpation, and took the field, where he was 
“ joined by a party of troops who happened to be marching to 
“ Delhi from Amroha to be mustered with these troops. ■ 
“ Malik Hamid re-entered the city at the Ghazni gate 
“ by surprise, but being opposed at the second gate, called 
“ Bhind, by Haji Maula and his associates, a sharp conflict 
" ensued. Malik Hamid being dismounted, ran up to Haji . 
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“'Maula, Tvlio was leadiiig on liis party with great bravery, 
“ and dragging him from his horse, threw him down in the 

street and slew him, having himself in the meantime 
" received several wounds. The faction, dispirited hy the 
“ death of their chief, gave ground and dispersed throughout 
“ the city. Malik Hamid then, proceeding to the Huhy palace, 
“ deposed and slew Shah Nunni Alai.” 

(6). —Briggs’ Berishta, I, p. 355. 

After the retreat of Turghai Khan and his Mughals, who 
had, after the retreat of the first army under Kutlugh Khan, 
invaded and come opiDosite to Delhi for the second time in 
Alauddin’s reign, Berishta writes:— “ Alauddin relieved from 
“ the perils of the invasion, caused a palace to he built on 
“ the spot where he had intrenched himself, and directed 
“ the citadel of old Delhi to he pulled down and built anew.” 

(6) . — ^Writing of Alauddin’s reign at its conclusion, 
Berishta says (Briggs, I, 376) : — 

“ Order and justice prevailed in the most distant provinces, 
“and magnificence raised lier head in the land; palaces, 
“ mosques, and universities, baths, mausoba, forts, and all 
“ kinds of public and private buildings seemed to rise as if 
“ hy magic.” 

(7) . — ^Briggs’ Berishta, I, p. 472. 

In the reign of Nasiruddin (A. H. 792), Berishta vrrites: — 
“ The prince Peer Muhammad made a rapid movement to 
“ the left, and passing the enemy’s line, pushed forward to 
“ the capital. He there engaged the troojDs who guarded 
“ the walls, and having set &.’e to the Budaon gate, forced 
“ his way into the city. When he had entered the palace, 
“ he was joyfully received hy the citizens, who flocked to 
“ pay him their respects. Ahu Bakr closely pursued him, 

and arrived at Delhi on the same day, when, forcing the 
“ guards which had been placed at the gates, he attacked 
“ the palace, expelled his rival, and recovered the town.” 

(8) . — ^Elliott’s History of India, Vol II, p. 336, Minh&ju- 
Siraj, — 

“ On the day appointed, on Briday the 6th of the month 
“ of Bajab, A. H. 634 (March 1237), the whole body of 
“heretics and Karmatians, to the number of about 1,000 

men, armed with swords, shields, and arrows, and other . 
“ weapons, came in two parties to the Jama Masjid of 
“ Delhi. One division came from the northern side, and 
“ passed by the fort of Kur to the gate of the Masjid.” 
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(0).— Elliott, Vol. ir, p. 3J.2. j\rinliai Siraj. 

“ On i'riday, the 7tli, Zi-iil Kadda, the folloAVors of Kliwaja 
“IMalizalj, distributed 3,000 cliitals among a lot of foolish 
" men, and incited inimical feelings among some even of 
“ this author’s kindred. (God forgive them 1) They made 
“a riot in the dami l^rasjid after prayers, and drew their 
“ swords upon him. By God’s mercy, the author had a knife 
“ and a stafT, which he seized, and with the help of some 
armed slaves, whom he had with him, he made his way 
through the crowd.” 

“ The Generals and Turks took the fort,, and next day, 
" on Saturday, the Sth, Zi-ul Kadda, 039 A. H. (May 12d<2), 
" they obtained possession of the whole city, and the Sultan 
“ was made prisoner.” 

These events happened in the reign of Sultan Moizuddeen 
Bahrain Sbah, in whose reign his army revolted, and, as 
Sir H. Elliott says in p. 34<1, reached Delhi on the lOtli 
Shaban, A. H. 039, and besieged it, and at last took it as 
detailed above. 


(10). — ^Delhi Archaeological Society’s Journal : extract from 
the Znfarnawah : — 

“ On the 7th, llabi ul Sani, Timur advanced.” (Perishta 
has 7th, Jami-ul-Awal.) 

The proceedings of Timur were : — lie crossed into the 
Doab at Pdnipat, and on 27th Babi ul Awal, H. 801, arrived 
opposite Delhi, and stormed Jehanumah (erected by Piruz 
Shah, where now stands niudu Rao’s house). Tire division 
sent did it, and returned on 29th, then immediately Timin’ 
invested Loni, a fortified village (four or five miles from 
present Delhi, between the Jmnna and the Hindan), and 
captured it after three hours. 

On 1st Rabi ul Akhir, Timur inspected the fords of the 
Jumna, and crossed over to Jehanumah with a small escort, 
which was attacked by Mallu Khan, but wliich attack was 
repulsed with loss. 

On 3rd Rabi ul Sani {i. c., Rabi ul Akhir) Timur’s army en- 
camped on the banks of the Jumna. One hundred thousand 
Bindus (Timur’s prisoners) are said to have been there 
butchered. 


On Sunday, the Sth, the entire army crossed and encamped 
in Kfidsea Bagh, and on the 7th moved to attack Malunud. 

“ Prom amongst the right wing” (of Timm.’) “ Prince Pir 
“ Muhammad took his troop and attacked the enemy, and 
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tlie brave men of tlie right wing in a body made an 
“ attack on the left wing of the enemy, which appeared to 
“stand firm through the support of Togai Khan, and 
“having rendered it helpless, they pushed it back bevond 
“ Hauz Ehds. 

“Amir Jahan Shah with reserve of the left wing out- 
“ marched the enemy and went as far as the gates. Sultan 
“ Mahmud and Mallu Khan having fled, each by himself, 
“ retreated into the city and shut the gates. 

“ Sahib Kiran, about the time of second prayers, rode to the’ 
“ gates of Delhi, and inspected it with a careful eye ; then 
" he turned the reins of his horse, and alighted on the banks 
“ of Hauz Khhs ; the Hauz Khds is a tank built by Feroz 
“ Shah. 

“ Upon that very night, when half of it had passed away, 

“ Sultan Mahmud from the Hauz Eauee gate, and MaUu 
“ Khan from the Burkah gate, which two gates are on the 
“ south side of the walls, went out, fled, and wandered in 
“ the jungles. That very night Sahib Kiran” (Timur) “ gave 
“ strict orders to Amir Allahdad and the other Amirs 
“ of the army that they should strictly guard the gates of 
“ the city, and particularly that gate whence .the people 
“ had fled. 

“ On the 8th, "Wednesday, Sahib Kiran ordered the gate of 
“the plain to be opened, and he came and sat in the 
“ Idgah ; this gate of the city is situated in front of Hauz 
“ Kh&s ; having ordered liis tent to be pitched there,, he held 
“ a public durbar. 

“ Here was represented to Mm the requests of the nobility 
“ of Delhi, and he bestowed protection on the inhabitants of 
“ DelM, and, according to custom, he placed the drum on the 
“ gate of the city. 

“ On the 10th, the accountants of the kutcherry, accord- 
“ ing to the royM order, came into the city and inquired 
“ into the different items of (Sovemment properly, and the 
“ revenue officers were engaged in collecting the revenue. 

“ Next morning Timur’s officers suggested a banquet and 
“ festivities after their toil, and the king agreed, and so a 
“ grand feast was held. 

“ On the 16th, Thursday, one of the divisions of the army 
“ collected at the Delhi gate, and began to attack the people 

and impede the proceedings of the inhabitants. The 
“ order which the world obeys was issued, that the nobles * 
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“ and venerable men should stay the army, but as it was the 
“ wiU of God to ruin this city and punish the inhabitants 
“ thereof, the means of bringing this about had also been 
“ ordered ; some of the means are the following : Ohilpan 
“ Malik Aga and some ladies of the court went into the city 
“ to seeHazar Seitun, which Malik Jonah had made; more- 
“ over, the nobles of Sahib Kiran’s court and the secretaries, 
“ such as Julal-ul-islam and the other accountants, were sit- 
“ ting at the gate, and talcing an account of the royal pro- 
“ perty. Por the protection of all these an army had *been 
“ despatched into the city; moreover, several thousand horse- 
** men, who had obtained orders for corn and sugar, entered 
“ the town. I^ally, certain nobles had received orders to 
“ take a large force and seize’ all the Guebers that were not 
“ inhabitants of Delhi, but had come in from the country 
“ around, for the sake of protection. When a great body of 
“ soldiers were thus drawn together, then the Guebers of the 
“ three cities of Delhi — Siri, Jahanpanna, and old Delhi — 
“ rose in rebellion and began to fight ; also a great many of 
“ the infidels set fire to their own household property, and 
“ burned themselves, with their wives and children. 
“ At this crisis the nobles ordered the gates to be shut, that 
“ the army now outside might not enter, nor any great 
“ amount of harm be done, but on this night about 16,000 
“ troops were in the fort. On the 17th, the next day, 
“many of the mohullas of Jahanpanna were publicly 
“plundered; the same continued on the 18th, Saturday. 
“ On Sunday they turned their attention to old Delhi, 
. “ whither many of the Hindu infidels had fied; these being 
“ collected in the J^Lma Masjid were prepared for battle 
“ and slaughter. Amirshah Malik and Ali Sultan Tuachee 
“ having taken with them 600 tried warriors went towards it, 
“ and with the stroke of the infidel-slaughtering sword sent 
“ them all to hell ; thus on the day above-mentioned all 
“ old Delhi was plundered.” 

The form, and position of the three eities were as fol- 
“ low ; Siri was circular, and surrounded ’ on all sides by a 
“ wall ; a similar wall surrounded old Delhi, and from that 
“ wall of Siri which looks to the north-east to that wall 
“ of old Delhi which looks south-west there are built walls 
“ on both sides, and the space between them is called Jahan- 
“ panah, and this town is larger than Delhi. From Siri 
“ three gates open into Jahanpanah and four into the country. 
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“ Jalianpanah lias 13 gates, 6 to the north-west and 7 
“ thwards the south-east, and by Delhi we mean these 3 cities, 
“ and 30 gates open outwards.” 

(11).— Delhi Archaeological Society’s Journal; Tozulc Ti~ 
mnri : — 

“ Siri was a circular town, rery, magnificent, with pukka 
“ fortifications of bricks and stone, very strong. Old Delhi 
“ was very strong, much resembling Siri, but larger. The 
“ distance between the two forts of Delhi and Siri is veiy 
“ great, and on both sides strong walls of stone and mortar 
“ are built, and this is called Jahanpanah, and the space 
“ between these walls is inhabited. In these three cities are 
^'30 gates — in Jahanpanah 13, 7 to the south-east and 6 to 
“ the north-west; in Siri arc 7 gates, 4s of which open outwards 

towards the country and 3 into Jahanpanah ; in old Delhi 
“ are 7 gates, of which some open into the country and some 
“ into Jahanpanah.” 

Drom quotation No. 3 it appears that when Kutlugh 
Khan invaded India in Alauddin Khilji’s reign, Shi had 
not been built, as there is no mention of, or allusion to, it 
anywhere. 

Krom quotation No. 4 it appears that when, after Kutlugh 
Khan’s retreat, Alauddin was engaged in the .siege of 
Kantambhor, Shi was in existence ; had in fact been newly 
built, as it is called the new city. 

Kurther, it appears that when the Icing’s foster-brother 
attempted to put down the conspiracy in Delhi, and had 
surprised the Ghazni gate (which General Cunningham 
identifies with the Ranjit gate, and in which identification I 
concm’), ho could not gain admission to the palace, which wc 
know was close to the Masjid Kutb-ul- Islam, without passing 
through another gate called the Dhind gate. It is evident 
that at that time two walls intervened between the palace and 
the outside of Ghazni gate. The palace was in the vicinity 
of the palace of Kushak Sabz, or the green palace, which 
itself was at the back of the Kutb Masjid, for at the back 
wall of the Masjid, recent excavations have yielded several 
basket-loads of green enamelled tiles with Arabic inscrip- 
tions and ornaments, and disclosed the comer and portions 
.of floor of a large, j)ukka, well plastered Muhammadan struc- 
ture ; we are therefore justified in identifying (an identifica- 
tion due to General Cunningham) the Kushak Sabz with 
this structure. 
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In tliG direct ''trail from Solian gate to Adliam Khan’s Tomb, 
which I call the ■wall or rampart of the original LMkot, there 
exists to this day traces of a gateway about its middle third, 
opposite Jog Maya ; this gate then, it is evident, was the Bhiud 
gate, and clearly Malik Hamid entering by the Ghazni gate 
could not possibly get to the palace without forcing this gate 
also. It is e'\’ideut also that the ramparts in which this 
gate formed an entrance, extending from Adhain Khan’s 
Tomb to Sohan gate, of which traces still exist, must then 
have stood entire, for had they not been in existence thenj 
the proceeding of Malik Hamid in forcing the gate, instead 
of quietly marching in through the gaps in the rampart, 
is perfectly unintelligible.^-' 

This quotation, therefore, shows clearly that at the time 
when, after Kuthigh Khan’s retreat, Alauddin was engaged 
in the siege of Kuntambhor, the fort of Shi had been, 
newly fiuislied, and that the dhect wall from Sohan gate 
to Adham Khan’s Tomb, with its one gate, which we wiU 
now call the Bhind gate (and I have so marked it in plan)j 
was standing entire. 

"We now turn to Elliott’s History, quotation Ko. 8. It ap- 
pears from this that in A. H. 634,-, i. e., long before Alauddin 
Khilji’s reign, the Jama Masjid stood outside the fort of Hur, 
which had to be passed by in entering it from the north. 
The xdan will show at a glance that this could only hold true 
if the fort which is called Nur, which clearly is a name for 
the fort which we call Mlkot of Anang-pM, was bounded 
on the cast side by the direct lino of wall from Sohan gate 
to Adham Khan’s Tomb, leaving the Kutb Masjid outside.^'- 

Let us now examine quotation N o. 9. 

TThcn the rebels besieged Delhi in Moizudin Bahrain 
Shah’s reign, it appears that on the 7th Zi-ul-kadda, the 
followers of the rebel Khwaja jMahzab took the fort or 
citadel, and that on the same day they distributed 3,000 
chitals among the people of the city, who were thus induced 
to create a dishubance in the city and in the Jdma Masjid. 

If then the Jama Masjid^ had not stood outside of the cita- 
del, wliich was then in the rebels’ possession, what was the 
necessity of the rebel General distributing money to create a 
disturbance there ? Clearly, if the Jdma Masjid stood Muthin the 
citadel, as must necessarily happen if we assume the eastern 
branch line of walls from Adham Khan’s Tomb to he the 
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rampart of Anang-pal’s Lalkot, the proceeding of the rebel Ge- , 
neral in distributing money to create a disturbance in wbat 
was already in his possession becomes the height of absurdity. 

But the meaning is clear : the rebels took the citadel 
on the 7th, and disfeibuted money in the city, where stood 
the Jiima Masjid (out of the citadel), to gain over partisans 
in the city, which also was inclosed by a fortification called 
the outer Kilah of Bay Pithora. 

And the next day, i. e., 8th, they took possession of the city 
and took the king prisoner. 

If the king’s palace had, with the Jama Masjid, been 
within the citadel, he would hare been taken prisoner on 
the 7th, wlien the citadel fell, and not on the 8th, when the 
city fell into the rebels’ hands. 

These quotations clearly show that the original fort of 
Lalkot, or Nur, as Minhaj Siraj calls it, did not include within 
its walls the Jilma Masjid and the palaces. 

Tmai we now to quotation No. 6. After the second inva- 
sion of the Mughals under Turgai Khan, Alauddin directed 
the citadel of old Delhi to be pulled down and built anew. 

We have seen that a short time previously, as already 
noticed, the original citadel wall (running direct from 
Adham Khan’s Tomb to Sohan gate) was standing with 
its Bhind gate. We now see it ordered to be pulled do^v^l 
and built anew. The chain is now complete : Alauddin 
had just escaped a fearful danger, and was taking care that in 
future he should be better prepared. There would, however, 
have been no sense in his ordering the walls of the citadel 
to be pulled down and built anew in the self-same position, 
but the order becomes perfectly intelligible if we suppose ' 
the order to rebuild did not mean that the self-same wall 
was to be puUed down and rebuilt, but that another, 
stronger, or larger, or some way differing from the pulled 
down wall, was to be erected instead. As he had just 
escaped a peril, if is perfectly natural he should wish to 
enlarge his citadel, so as to include and afford protection to 
the palaces and to the grand Masjid, to which (as I shall 
afterwards show) Alauddin made the first real addition. 
The new citadel, we should therefore expect, would include 
these, and this is precisely what the eastern branch of walls 
does ; but Alau fldin was a good General, and may have seen 
that the occupation of only half a piece of high ground by a 
fort was a mistake, and, accordingly, enlarged it so as to 
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make it naturally stronger, and at the same time to. afford 
protection to the Masjid and the palaces.*^ 

That Alauddin’s order in regard to dismantling the old 
citadel, or rather portion of it, was carried out, is evident 
from the totally dismantled state of the wall running from 
Adham Khan’s Tomb to Sohan gate : that his order to 
rebuild was also begun to he carried out is also evident from 
the existence of the eastern branch wall, which can be no 
other than the one he intended to construct, for we have no 
mention, either before or after, of any other king rebuilding 
the walls of the citadel, and the disposition, materials, and 
construction of the wall all prove conclusively that it is of a 
period widely distant from Anang-p^l’s reign; therefore, 
as the wall is clearly not Hindu, and, as history mentions, 
of no Muhammadan (or Hindu Mng for that matter) rebuild- 
ing the walls of the citadel excej)t Alauddin, this eastern 
branch wall can fairly be attributed to no one else. It now 
remains only to show that this order of his, like most of his 
other orders regarding the construction of public structures, 
was begun on, but never completed. But I am omitting 
quotation No. 6, whence it appears that Alauddin built 
more than one fort. We know he built Siri, and the other can 
be none other than the enlargement of the Mlkot of Anang- 
pfi,l, the citadel of old Delhi. 

Turn we now to quotation No. 7. It appears from this 
that in Nasruddin Muhammad’s time, the prince Muham- 
mad, to obtain access to the palace, had only to force 
the Budaon gate, and no other. The Budaon gate I will 
presently prove to be one in the outer fort of Bay Pithora; 
and if Alauddin’s extension of the citadel in closing the 
J^a Masjid and palaces had been completed, prince Mu- 
hammad would have had to force, not only the outer 
Budaon gate, but also some gate of the inner citadel ; as 
no such occurrence is mentioned, we are justified in con- 
cluding that no such obstruction existed. 

It is true Perishta may have omitted to notice the forcing 
of a second gate, if any existed ; but, considering the minute- 
ness with which he details the occurrences, such a supposi- 
tion, though not .indeed impossible, is highly improbable, f 

* See Flnte I. 

t Ifote Iff General A. Cunningham.— J. thml: that the statement of Ferishta leaves this 
point quite unsettled; for although only one gate is mentioned as having heen passed by 
Mnhammad, yet his opponent Ahuhakr, on the same day, is said to have “forced the 
guards which had heen placed at the gate^’ before he re.'iched the palace. 
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I will presently give other more conclusive evidence to 
the same effect, hut must first prove that the Budaon gate 
was a gate in the outer fort of Ray Pithora. 

Prom quotation (1) it is evident that to attack Jalal- 
uddin Piruz, who was encamped at, Bahadurpm’, the people 
collected themselves at the Budaon gate. 

Prom quotation (2) it is evident Bahadurpur was within 
a short way of Delhi. 

There is no other Bahadurpur which can answer the 
description except the Bahaduiq)ur near Tughlakahad (which 
last, however, was not then in existence). 

Prom the first portion of quotation (4i) the Budaon gate 
appears to have been a gate of the city. 

Prom quotation (3) it appears further that the Budaon 
gate was the outermost gate facing the Jumna, for Ala- 
uddin. marched out of it to meet the Mughals, who were 
encamped near Ealukari on the Jmnna. 

Budaon gate is, further, the one gate most frequently 
mentioned in history, and consequently must have been on 
the most important road into Delhi. 

Opposite the gate which I have marked Budaon in my 
sketch is an old bridge^- on the rivulet, which forms a natural 
defensive ditch along the walls on that side. - 

No remains of bridges exist across this nullah at the 
other gates, or indeed anywhere else at the gates of Kilah Ray 
Pithora. 

Therefore it is reasonable to suppose that the most im- 
portant road entered the city over this bridge, and con- 
sequently necessarily through the gate which I have marked 
Budaon. 

This gate besides fulfils all the requirements in the other 
quotations; the evidence regarding it is therefore complete.- 

I now turn to the other evidences to show that.Ala- 
uddin’s extension of the LUlkot was never completed. 

Let not the evidence to this effect from the facts detailed 
before, which notices a gap of 600 yards, and in which 
even General Cunningham has failed to discover traces of a 
fort wall, be forgotten. 

Now we tmn to quotation No. 10. Prom, the last por- 
tion of it we find the historian enumerates three cities as 
composing old Dellii, vis., the citadel Siri, the fort of 
Delhi with ten gates, wliicli can be no other than the outer 
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fort of Hay PiUiora, wliiob is, as noticed by the historian, 
larger tlian Siri, and which alone has ten gates, corresponding 
with the historian’s account (quotation No. 11 says, indeed, 
old Delhi has seven gates, hut this is clearly a mistake, for 
ho states a total of thirty, of which seven in Siri and thirteen 
in Jahanpanah make only twenty, leaving ten for old 
Delhi); and the intervening space of Jahanpanah. 

In these accounts we have no mention of the citadel or 
Mlkot of old Delhi, and as the account is circumstantial 
and minute, it is most improhahlo that both historians for- 
got to mention a most important fort, the citadel of old 
Delhi, if it had existed at the time. 

But Ihn Batuta, who visited Delhi shortly after Ala- 
uddin’s reign, during whoso visit at least, the citadel, if 
ever fliuishcd, ought to have been standing almost new, makes 
no mention of any citadel or L^lkot in old Delhi : he de- 
scribes four cities (General Cunningliam’s report on Delhi, 
para. 2) in Tughlak’s reign, which General Cunningham 
identifies with Siri, Jahanpanah, outer Kilah Bay Pithora or 
old Delhi, and Tughlakahad, which had been newly built by 
the emperor. 

Let us now tm’n to quotation 10 again. 

Prom the minute account there given of Timur’s proceed- 
ings at Delhi, wo see that up to the 16th Timur and his 
troops had not entered the city, although he had sent his 
accountants and officers to collect the revenue and take ac- 
count of the royal property. 

On the 16th, however, under various pretexts or orders, 
15,000 men of Timur’s army got into the city, and began 
plundering the mohullas of Jahanpanah: this plunder- 
ing continued till the 19th, when they, having apparently 
exhausted Jahanpanah and Su*i, turned their attention to 
old Delhi. The historian distinctly asserts that on the 19th 
(and not before) the troops turned their attention to old 
Delhi, which had hitherto escaped, and where the infidels, 
determined to fight, had collected in the Jfima Masjid. If 
then the citadel begun by Alauddin had ever been com- 
pleted, the "infidels” need not have taken up so indefensi- 
ble a position as the Jfima Masjid; they had ample time be- 
tween the 16th and 19th to have secured the gates of the 
citadel and defended themselves much better in the citadel; 
hut they did nothing of the kind, and for the best of reasons, 
there was no citadel for them to defend. Anang-pA-l’s original 
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Lalkot liad had one of its sides dismantled by Alauddin, so 
that Tvas not defensible clearly, and if Alauddin’s new 
walls which he begun had been completed, their conduct in 
not seeming and defending it during the three days the 
soldiers were plundering Jahanpanah and Siri, but collect- 
ing instead in the J&ma Masjid, becomes perfectly unintelli- 
gible. 

Prom the above evidences, I think only one conclusion 
regarding .the existence of a defensible citadel in old Delhi 
can be drawn, mz., that up to a certain portion of Ala- 
uddin’s reign, a small citadel, pretty much of the size of 
other citadelsj did exist in old Delhi, bounded on the east 
by a wall running direct from Adham Khan’s Tomb to Sohan 
gate, in which wall existed a gate, called the Bhind gate ; 
that after this period no defensible citadel was within the 
fort of .B/ay Pithora. 

I will close the subject by giving one more evidence to 
show that the walls branching off from Sohan gate, and 
going round Metcalfe house with a long detom’, and back 
with a gap to Adham Khan’s Tombj are .^auddin Khilji’s. 

Extract from Delhi Archaeological Society’s Jom’nal: — 

“ Alauddin also repaired the Kilah of Pithora, that is, the 
“ fort of old Delhi, after it had sustained severe damage in 

many places, and the blood and heads of a great many 
" Mughals were sunk in the foundations thereof.” This 
clearly implies that the walls that Alauddin built must 
have been bjiilt up from their very foundations. But what is 
most curious is, that in excavating the walls of the eastern 
branch at E, as shown in the plan* and sections, a small plas- 
tered chobootra, much resembling a grave, was found at a 
great depth, at the foundations of the fort walls. 

The Lalkot of Anang-pM, as determined above and shown 
in sketchjt had five gates. Two (one called the Ghazni or 
E-anjit) in the portion which was common to both the citadel 
and the outer fort of B,ay Pithora, and three in the portion 
opening into Kilah Bay Pithora, one of these last being a 
postern, and the two others the Sohan and Bhind gates 
respectively. Alauddin’s extension never having been com- 
pleted, naturally has no gates ; Kilah Bay Pithora, as distinct 
from the citadel of Anang-p&l, has eight openings outwards 
into the country, and three into the citadel ; but taken as 
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including the citadel, it has ten gates open outwards, eight 
in its own distinct walls and two in the walls common to it 
and to the citadel, corresponding with the historian’s account, 
in whose time, as shown above, the citadel had no existence of 
itself. The subject now closes. 

I now proceed to furnish proofs in support of my other 
assertion, and I shall begin with the Kuth Minar, which 
General Cunningham in a series of acute arguments pro- 
nounces Muhammadan, hut in which I beg respectfully to 
differ from him altogether. 

There is, however, so intimate a connexion between the 
Minar and the Masjid Kutb-ul-Islam, which also I, differing 
from General Cunningham, maintain to he essentially 
Hindu in design, and only partially and superficially altered 
by the Muhammadans for then* purposes, that it is impossible 
to treat of the one without the other. I shall therefore in 
the following discussions consider the whole of the Kutb 
Masjid and Minar in its entirety. 

The drawings give plans of Masjid and outline sections of 
portions ; they make no pretensions to beauty ; they are 
drawn solely for the purpose of showing the interdependence 
and harmony of the various parts : elaborate drawings of 
the carved pillars, and roofs and arches, and sculpture, and 
the infinity of other ornamental details would demand far too 
much time, and would serve no iDurpose that would not be 
better attained at greatly less cost by photography ; that art 
alone can adequately represent the beautiful ornamentation 
and carvings. 

In the course of excavations undertaken by orders of the 
Hhector General of the Archaeological Survey, the positions 
and results are shown in the accompanying drawings it w’as 
found — 

(1). — ^That the floor of the Masjid (not courtyard) con- 
sisted of two layers of well-dressed stone close set, 9 and 10 
inches thick respectively, resting on a basis of rubble stone 
of enormous dimensions and indefinite depth, the excavation 
having been carried down over 14 feet without coming to the 
bottom of the layers of rubble stone. These two layers 
of dressed stone extend throughout the entire area of Masjid, 
courtyard, and cloisters of inner inclosure. 

In the courtyard, however, these layers are overlaid 
by another layer of stones of irregular shapes and sizes, and 
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evidently belonging to various portions of some ruined struc- 
ture : the consequence of this is, that the level of the courtyard 
is higher than the level of the floor of Masjid and cloisters. 

The iron Idt or pillar Tras found resting on the second 
layer of dressed stones composing the floor ; its total height 
from the top of the capital to the bottom of its base is 23 feet 
8 inches. The base of the pillar is an ii’regular knob in shape, 
resting on several little pieces like bits of bar-iron, let into the 
stone underneath, and secured u'ith lead. The plan and 
section will explain this clearly.* 

The floor of the Masjid and surroundings within the 
inner inclosure is, however, not quite horizontal ; there is a 
regular fall of 7-^ or 8 inches per 100 feet from the western 
extremity, which is the highest portion of the inner inclosm’e, 
to the east end, which is the lowest, the total fall being 
17 inches from end tp end. 

The excavations outside and at the foot of the centre 
of west wall disclosed the remains of a structure of rubble- 
dressed stone plaster and green enamelled tiles : the ena- 
melled tiles were found lying in heaps, and several basket- 
loads have been found in this portion of the trenches.f 
The structure above-mentioned has been identified by 
General Cunningham with the Kushak Sabz, or green palace, 
mentioned in early Muhammadan history. J 

The sections show the benches and sloping platform which 
in a measure connected this with the Masjid. § 

On continuing the trenches along the foot of the walls both 
ways, it was found that this bench was not continuous, 
having been broken in several places : where these breaks 
ocemTed, the real face of the west wall of the Masjid 
appeared ornamented with a peerdiar double cornice. 

The benches apparently served no other purpose but the 
one of effectually hiding the double cornice which General 
Cunningham pronoimces original Hindu, and in which opi- 
nion I concur. || 

Near the north-western comer of the outer face of the 
inner enclosm’e was found 'a gap in the face of the ■wall 

* Plato V. 
t Plato 111. • 

' j Note hy General A, Ottnninyham . — ^This identification was suggested by mo boforo I 
had scon tbo glazed tiles. I have now seen' them ; and ns they arc unmistahcnbly blue, 
although some have a greenish tinge, they ofibr no indication as to the position of the green 
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below the double cornice, and extending down to tbe founda- 
tions : this gap or hollow leads into a small hole in the 
thickness of the wall which appears to have once been dug 
into, then closed by brick and rubble set in mud and mortar, 
and subsequently again dug into slightly. 

I have not attempted to dig into and trace it further 
nuthout orders from tlie Director General, but tliink it possible 
it may lead to subterranean chambers. 

The double cornice interrupted frequently by tbe bench 
where it happens to bo entire was traced on both sides 
along the outer face of the west wall of the Kutb Masjid 
and of Iltitmish’s extension right up to the north and south 
extremities on the west side of the extension. The wall, 
and with it the cornice, then turned round the corner 
and proceeded along the outer face of the walls on the north 
and south of Iltitmish’s extension. Gradually, however, as 
the present ground level on the south side fell, the double 
cornice was found nearer and nearer the surface, and finally 
emerged and was seen to be continuous with the curious 
double cornice that exists on the outer face of the outer 
south wall of Iltitmish’s extension. On the north side, how- 
ever, the comice was found at long intervals, showing that 
the north outer wall of the extension had once been dis- 
mantled; no ijortion of this north wall now exists above 
ground, and tbe tracing of it under ground was attended 
with some difficulty. The cornice, however, was at last 
found definitely to turn round a corner and proceed, though 
ndth extensive breaks, along the outside of a wall which 
must once have existed at the back of the detached group 
of pillars still standing at the east end, outside the east 
gateway of the Kutb Masjid. fortunately, enough of the 
comer remained under ground to show that neither the north 
outer wall of Iltitmish’s extension ' nor its east outer wall, 
just discovered, extended beyond the corner at which they met. 

' On the outer face of the south outer wall, as aheady noticed, 
the double cornice® now appears above ground, and runs right 
through, interrupted by the outer south gate of theinclosm’e, 
and by the Alai Darwdza right through to the end of Alauddin’s 
great extension eastward, and turns round the south-east 
corner of his extension : the workmanship, however, of the 
portion that runs along Alauddin’s extension differs to a 
perfectly and easily noticeable degree from the workmanship 
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of the other portions. At varying depths hclow the double 
cornice (which itself is level, or meant to ho so, though 
now slightly distorted in places) from a few inches to 
several feet is to he found the offset projecting from 1-^ to 
2 feet beyond the face of the dressed stone wall, composed 
of rubble stone and marking the top of the foundations ; it 
is clear that the ground level originally when these walls 
were built differed very materially from what it is now, and 
the varying level of the foundations at the different parts 
represents correctly the varying ground level at the time 
the structure was erected. 

Excavation at the east and south inner gates disclosed, the 
former, that the present east steps continue down below 
their present ground level till terminated by a large plat- 
form (of which the limits were not ascertained, owing to 
its going under the existing road) of double layer of dressed 
stone, close set without mortar like the floor of the inner 
Masjid; the latter, i. e., excavation at the inner south gate, 
disclosed the bases of pillars resting on a platform at the 
same level as the platform above mentioned at the bottom of. 
steps of east gateway. No excavation was made down the 
centre of the inner south gateway, but such a one would he 
desirable. 

Excavations at the inner north gate disclosed only addi- 
tions and alterations by the Muhammadans. At this gate 
there appears to have been made the greatest amount of 
alterations by the Muhammadans. 

Two images in black slate, of Lakshmi, were found in the 
trenches, also some old earthen lamps, &c., &o. 

Opposite Iltitmish’s tomb the excavations disclosed a 
narrow opening closed by large slabs, running horizontally 
towards the tomb. As the tracing of it involved the de- 
struction of the platform outside the building which incloses 
• his tomb, it was left undisturbed. 

Continuing the trench along the west face of the west 
wall beyond the point where the cornice turned round the 
corner, the excavations disclosed walls exactly in continua- 
tion of the west wall of Kutb’s and Iltitmish’s .Masjids, 
faced also with dressed stone, but without the double cor- 
nice, or trenches to hide the double cornice. 

General Cunningham pronounces the double cornice to 
be Hindu, and the very fact of its having been hidden away . 
and built in by trenches shows it cannot be Muhammadan, 
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who certainly would not first make an elaborate cornice 
and then hide it away by a trench of rubble and mortar : 
further, the entire construction of the wall below the 
. double cornice of the cornice itself, and of the portion aboTe 
the cornice up to a certain (but not a constant) height, is so 
uniform, being built of accm’ately cut-stone, set without 
a particle of cement, and so entmely different to the portions 
which, from the existence of Arabic inscriptions, we know 
to be Muhammadan, that, independently of the fact of the, 
double cornice having intentionally been hidden away, we ' 
should be justified in calling the portions with the uniform 
construction Hindu. It is needless to enlarge the report 
by trying to prove what is not questioned, and never can be 
questioned ; if there is a single thing in the Kutb which 
can at the first glance and with the utmost certainty be pro- 
nounced pre-Muhammadan, it is this. 

It follows then that — (1) in the original Hindu period, 
the inner and outer inclosure walls forming now the back 
walls of the inner and outer colonnades, existed. 

(2) . — ^That the outer south gate, the foundations and work- 
manship of whose superstructure corresponds with that of 
the rest of the Hindu walls, also existed. 

(3) . — ^That the steps at the east gate inner inclosure, and 
the east gate itself, the foundations of which are continuous 
with that of the Hindu walls, and which, besides in work- 
manship, corresponds with the Hindu portion of the walls, 
also existed, though they have doubtless undergone super- 
ficial alteration, since the steps by having had a number 
covered up by a platform higher than the original Hindu 
platform and hiding it away. 

(4) . — That the remains of the inner south gate with 
its stumps of bmied piUars, is Hindu also. 

(6). — ^That the level of the floor, outer inclosure, at the 
«. Hindu period must have been the same as the level of the 
buried platforms at the bottom of the east steps, and on- which 
the bases of pillars at the south inner gate stand. 

(6). — ^That the outer inclosure had at the • Hindu period 
only one gate,, that to the south, of which remains still exist. 
In connexion with this point, I refer to my previous account, 
where I have noticed an approach consisting of rude steps cut 
in the projecting rocky spur of the high ground on which these 
structures stand, and almost directly opposite to this south 
outer gate of the outer inclosure. 
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(7) . — ^Tlic Muliammadans deliberately covered up tbe Hindu 
double cornice with benches of then* own rude construction, 
and altered the floor level of the outer enclosure, which, as it 
now exists, and as it must have existed in Iltitmish’s reign, 
as widened by the floor of the colonnade ascribed to liim, 
is higher than the original Hindu floor. 

(8) . — ^That.the Muhammadans left intact the floor of tlio 
inner cloisters and masjid, and the iron pillar, but covered 
up the original Hindu floor of the courtyard with absolutely 
no conceivable purpose, except it be to hide clTcotuaUy traces 
of Hindu temples which may have stood in the courtyard, 
or to hide Hindu inscriptions : for by doing what they 
have, they have made the floor of the com’tyard higlier than 
the floors of the masjid and cloisters, whilst, if anything, it 
ought to have been made lower ; but they probably found it 
cheaper to lay down a layer of ready-made materials which 
they found at hand, than to destroy a layer of the close-set 
Hindu construction. 

Having detailed the conclusions that obviously follow 
from the fact of the foundations and lower double cornice of 
the walls being Hindu, I now proceed to trace what is not 
quite obvious. 

Let us begin by arranging the pillars composing the outer 
or Iltitmish’s colonnade on the original Hindu floor, as 
disclosed by the excavations, and noticed above. The 
result will be — 

(1) . — ^The block at the bottom of the bases of the pillars 
will come up exactly to the level of the bottom of the double 
cornice.* 

(2) . — ^The tops of the pillar bases when set on their blocks, 
which we have just put into position, will come up exactly 
to the level of the top of the double comice ; the cornice 
outside the walls, both in and out, will thus mark an impor- 
tant constractive feature of the colonnades. 

(3) . — ^The upper single comice will be found to be exactly 
over the line of the tops of the pillar shafts. And placing 
on these pillar shafts the square blocks that now are seen 
interposed between the tier of pillars (which, as I shall subse- 
quently show, is repeated in every case in and out, and not 
only in the Kutb, but in every other instance where, in 
Hindu constraction, I have seen pillars used), we will find 
the upper single cornice to correspond accurately with this 
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line of blocks ; it ivill also be found to correspond with band 
B on outer south gate. The band and the upper single 
cornice (which last I will prove to be Hindu presently) 
will thus be found to mark a most curious constructive 
feature peculiar to Hindu architecture, for, not only from 
my own personal experience, but also from Pergusson’s works, 
there -will bo found this same feature of pillar piled on pillar 
with blocks interposed. These blocks are not always plain, 
they arc often ornamental, in some instances bracketed, 
but, nevertheless, essentially the same as these plain blocks 
over these j)lain pillars. In the Kutb itself are to bo seen 
blocks of various kinds — plain, carved, square, circular, octa- 
gonal, moulded, chamfered, and sculptured in various forms, 
but all serving to break up the total height of a shaft into 
several portions. Wherever pillars exceeding live or six 
diameters in height have to be used, this expedient is 
always adopted in xnirc Hindu architecture. I have seen 
no exception to this rule, but it is possible exceptions 
exist. 

Apart, however, from the general question, there can be 
no doubt that in the Kutb tho Hindus did use piUars piled on 
each other ; not only docs a prominent ornamental feature 
in the walls and gate outside emphasize it, but it will be found 
to hold in the inner colonnades also ; here it will be seen 
that band C* of cast inner gate corresponds to the blocks used 
in the pillars inside ; it will bo objected that I have not yet 
proved that the pillars inside are as tho Hindus arranged 
them. I admit that all tho pillars are not as the Hindus 
left them, but I maintain, and will prove, that those under 
the east dome and corner domes are sot : apart, however, from 
this, I have other proofs. Brom a table formed of the mea- 
surements of the shafts, bases, blocks of the greater portion 
of the pillars employed in the inner inclosure, I find that the 
tallest shafts (which alone would be used for the lowest tier) 
measure from 6 feet 7 inches to 7 feet, the bases from 1 

« Plate IV. 

+ Note ly General Cunningham. — I (Vispnto tho nccumcy of this conclusion, and I refer tho 
reader to my description of tho sot of pillars in the south-east corner in vol. I., p. 178 of the 
Arcliroologicnl Survey of India. “ In the south-east comer of tho cloisters of tho grc.at mosque, 
tho pillars, with bases and capitals' complete, are nearly nil of one style and size, and quite 
diflcrcut from the other columns. Now tho bases, shafts and capitals of these pillars arc 
numbered, tho highest No. discovered being 19. I found 16 numbered shaas, of which 
No. 13 is in the north eioister, far atoag from itsfeilom, I found also 13 numbered bases 
and 7 numbered capitals j hut onlg in one instance, that of No, 10, do the numbers of base, 
shaft and capital, as they note stand, agree. Hero then wo have a direct and convincing 
ptoof that tlicso particular pillars have all been rc-arrangcd.” 
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foot 1 incli to 1 foot 7 inclios, and the lower blocks on which 
the bases rest from 6 inches to 11 inches. Wo know that 
the floor at the east end is lower than the west by 17 inches. 
And arranging: the pillars so that the tallest pillars have 
the tallest bases and blocks, we find for the aggregate 
height of the tallest pillars, including blocks and bases, 
9 icet 6 inches, and the shortest similarly amoimts to 8 
feet, showing a difference of 18 inches between the two 
extremes ; and if we therefore arrange them properly, as the 
floor has a fall of 17 inches, the tops of the pillars, if all 
properly arranged, would come to a line differing from a 
poiiect level by only 1 mch in over 160 feet, a trivial amount 
of no moment ; the line of blocks Avould therefore be at a 
height of 9 feet 6 inches above the lowest part of the floor, 
i. e., of the floor at the cast end, and this is precisely the 
height of the band 0* of east gateway over the floor at the 
east end, and is also exactly at the same level as the band 0 of 
outer south gate, so that even if I admit (which I do not) 
that not a single pillar in the colonnade is now in siiu, the 
banils 0 and will still mark the heights at which the block 
over the inner pillars were originally placed. 

But in addition to the above, I would urge that the 
appearance and workmanship of the blocks show that 
they belong to the same period as the pillars, and they could 
not have been made to no purpose ; what other purpose but 
the one I have indicated could they possibly serve ? The 
number, too, of the blocks is less than of the pillars, and of 
the bases and capitals still less. And if each shaft had a pillar 
and capital to itself, as it must have had if piling on each other 
had not been practised, from where are enough bases and 
pillars to be found to suffice ; for making every allowance for 
loss of bases and capitals since the Muhammadans took the 
place, there yet wfll be found a great deficiency of them, 
further, there are, I find from my tables, shafts varying in 
height from 4s feet 11 inches to 6 feet 3 inches, and how could 
such shafts have been put alongside each other, though they 
suit piling on each other very well indeed ? 

I think now it may safely be asserted as proved that 
in the originai Hindu stmctm’e pillars piled on each other 
were used. I shall iwesently show reason for supposing 
that in the outer colonnades three pillars piled on each other 
had been used. 
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I must, liowever, first prove that the domes over the east 
entrance and over the corners are Hindu. 

Examining the domes from inside, it will he noticed 
that they are black with layers of soot ; that in places where 
the soot has got detached the colour of the stone is red : it 
will further be noticed, especially in the corner domes, that 
at one period, the Muhammdans had covered it up with plaster 
and whitewash ; that this whitewash or plaster is in many 
places still white, or, at least, a dirty white, while in many 
other places it is sooty and black. But it will be found on 
careful examination that wherever it is black, the colour is 
due, not to a deposit of soot On its surface, but its becoming 
permeated throughout its substance by soot, due evidently 
to the leakage of water, which, having first to pass through 
the layer of soot between the stone and the Muhammadan 
whitewash, had become charged with soot, and having, on 
contact wdth the whitewash, been soaked into it, had com- 
municated the sooty colour to the entire substance of the 
whitewash. Where such leaks do not exist, the whitewash 
is dirty by age, but not by soot. 

Proceeding now to the dome over the north entrilnce, 
it will be noticed that it is smaller than the others ; that it is 
entirely free from soot ; and, further, that the curvature of the 
stones is less than it should be for a dome of its small size, 
so that the dome, instead of being a circle, is a polygon of 
a number of curved sides ; the joints between the segments 
of each overlapping course is such that the stones touch 
each other only at the inner edges ; this must necessarily 
happen when stones composing a large circle are made to 
form a small one. Knowing that Hindu workmen cut 
their joints accurately and made their curves correct, as 
sliown in the instances of the other domes in the Kutb, 
and knowing, too, from the appearance and workmanship of 
the stones composing this northern dome that they are 
Hindu, it cannot but follow that these stones belonged to 
a dome of larger dimensions ; indeed, we might reason on 
d priori grounds that if the Muhammadans threw down the 
Hindu structm’es, the stones composing the domes must, 
some of them, infallibly get broken in each dome ; and ad- 
mitting the purport of their inscription over the east gate to 
be true, we should expect to see all the existing domes smaller 
than they ought to be from the curvature of the stones : the 
bare fact of the other domes being of the correct size is in itself 
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no Tveak argument in favor of the supposition that they never 
Trere thrown down by the Muhammadans ; and taken in con- 
junction with the arguments detailed in the last paragraph, 
it is simply unanswerable. But the north dome differs so 
materially in construction from the others, and not that only, 
but in external form likewise, being' more of the correct 
shape of a dome externally, instead of being simply cones, 
as the others are, that we will not be wrong in ascribing 
its constrnction to the Muhammadans, who, from history 
we learn, were the only people who had anything to do 
with making alterations in the Kutb; and this is most 
strongly confirmed by the results of excavation at this 
gate, which, as mentioned before disclosed only Muham- 
madan alterations, showing that here, more than anywhere 
else, the Muhammadan destructive faculties had been allowed 
full play. 

Adverting now to the ^ soot just noticed, I will remark 
that we know that Hindus use lamps and fire in worship; 
we know too that Mnhammadans do not ; and we know further 
that the Muhammadans did plaster and whitewash all Hindu 
sculptures ; and we see that in the only instance in which 
the dome can undeniably be ascribed to Muhammadans, it is 
perfectly clear of soot ; it follows then, as a matter of course, 
that the layer of soot in the other domes is due to the 
Hindus, the layer of whitewash to the Muhaimmadans, 
and that the domes as they stand are precisely as the 
Hindus left them. Every chain of reasoning bearing on 
this point points to the same conclusion, that the east and the 
existing comer domes have not been altered by the Muham- 
madans internally.* 

The outer forms of the east and corner domes are in section, 
not circular or segmental ; the domesf on the outside are 
simple cones with the apex rubbed away, as it were, to an obtuse 
point, and ha-vang the slightest possible bulge in the middle 
(about five or seven inches only). The forms are correctly 
rendered in the sections. Plate indeed, is a form neces- 
sitated almost by the construction, but where the Muham- 
madans have used Hindu materials to construct a dome of 

* Kotf It/ General Cnnningham . — cannot endorse tliis nrgament, for the Muham- 
madans ti<c lights in their mosqncs for the reading of the Koran ; and during the three 
ofntnrifs which have passed away since this mosqnc was used, thousands of people may 
have cooked their food in the comer rooms of this enclosure. One month's cooking by the 
Maiiriitta soldiers would have blackened the roofs with soot ns deeply ns we now sec them. 

t Plates IV and V. 
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the same construction, they could not avoid their favorite 
form ; and the north dome, as already noticed, is not a cone, 
hut a figure formed, hy the revolution of a gothic arch around 
its versed sine. 

It is possible that the outside of the Hindu domes were 
originally broken up into steps, as is usual in temples of what 
Pergusson calls the Dravidian style (I shall not now discuss 
the appropriateness or otherwise of the name he has bestowed, 
but use it as the simplest way of expressing what I mean), 
and that the smooth coat of plaster we now see is a Muham- 
madan addition; but this point cannot definitively be 
settled without stripping the plaster off some portion of the 
domes. 

I now revert to the outer colonnades. 

It has aheady been determined that the lower double 
comice is Hindu ; the upper single cornice, and the wall 
between it and the lower double cornice, as also the wall 
over the outer single cornice, right up to the roof vertically, 
is so precisely similar to the work below the Hindu double 
cornice, in material, in size of stones, in mode of setting, 
in . weathering, and, indeed, in the minutest particulars, 
and so totally different to the work executed by the 
Muhammadans, that we cannot but allow the entire of the 
existing outer wall on the south side of Htitmish’s extension, 
up to a point where Alauddin’s work begius (and which is 
markedly different in workmanship, both of stone and of 
setting, and in constraction, and in every other particular, 
save material), to be original Hindu, hence the openings 
in the wall, or the windows of overlapping stones are also 
Hindu; a conclusion which their construction and work- 
manshij) are of themselves sufficient to testify. 

But in addition to this, we see, on examining the 
inner east gateway, which I have already proved to be 
original Hindu, that though the facade outside is an arch 
of overlapping stones this is soon abandoned for the corbel 
and architrave construction. Proceeding now to examine 
the remains of the outer south gateway, which is also 
original Hindu; we see indubitable traces of a similar con- 
structiont having been there used, and this is precisely the 
construction used in the windows of overlapping stones,^ in 
the outer south wall. This is a very remarkable feature in 
Hindu constmction, suggesting that at the time they had 
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not no(jniro(l (’onfidcnce in (lionrdi of ovorluppin" sloncs, niul 
iliougli for 1)oaul;Y of fa(;n(lo thoy nsod il, limy rcfnnmd ns 
soon ns possible to the favourite corbel and arcbitrnvc pattern. 
It. appears also from tins tbai (be Jlijulus were in those 
days in tlic babit. of using, when Iboy t bought dosimble, 
arc.bes of the gotbicj or lancet j)attcrn, funned, however, 
(Mitircly of overlapping stones. 

'J'bo entire height of the otiter sonib wall, as just noticed, 
is Ifindn. On the top runs n single cornice of Jlinrlu 
form, marking the ])rescnt level of roof; but, as I have shown 
bcjforc, the present iloor on which the pillar.s supporting the 
present, roof stand, is higher than the original Jlindu Hour, 
as .shown by excavations; conse{jnenlly tin* ])illars, and with 
them the roof they sup])orf, cannot he a Hindu, hut a 
"Alnhamniadan arrangement, and the original Hindu colonnade 
hero (and I will ])rove that- a colonnade did exist in the 
Hindu ])eriod) must have been dijstroyed before rebuilding 
the present, one, as the corbelled capitals of the jiilasfor.s 
are imbedded in the inasomy of the hack wall ; the destruc- 
tion of the colonnade noce!ssarily involved the do.struction 
of the Avail above the line of corbelled capitals, the ])rcsent 
cornice therefore marking the line of roof is not a ilindti, 
hut a j^^uhammadan arrangement. 

Anticipating now a laAv Avliich I Avill show subsequent- 
ly as governing the spacing of the hands throughout 
sucli portions of the ICuth as arc original Hindu, r.h., 
t hat they arc in a series of geomet rical progression, and rising 
the same multiplier 'So, and ajjplying that laAV to the pillars, 
Avo shall find that multiplying the height of the top of shaft 
of the loAA'cst or first tier of pillars in outer colonnade from the 
floor h}' this *85 aa’c get the height of shaft of second tier of 
pillars. Placing this second tier of jiillars on the blocks over 
the first tier (see my prcA'ious description), aa*c shall find the 
top of this second tier of pillars to come almost exactly to the 
bottom of the level of hand 0,*^ i. e., in figures multiplying 
7' 3", the distance of first row of blocks from floor, by *85, Ave 
get 6' 2", the height of the second tier of pillars : this placed 
on the ^’st row of blocks comes exactly almost to bottom of 
-hand 0, and the line of hlpoks OA’^er this tier of pillars will 
therefore correspond, and he in a line with hand C. How 
multiplying the row distance of second blocks from the 
first, i. e.f '& 2" by *83, we get distance of third row of blocks 
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from tlie second, or the height of the third row of pillars B' 3"; 
this added on the top of the second tier of blocks over the 
second tier of pillars, and on this, adding further the bracket 
capital, we shall find that it will come almost exactly to 
the bottom of band D ; the architrave therefore over the 
bracket caiiital would be correctly represented by the band 
D.* Turning now to the east inner gateway, we find that its 
corresponding band D correctly represents the line of archi- 
traves over the pillars there, and of the springing of the east 
dome. The architrave is a very important constructive feature, 
and bearing in mind the analogy with the inner east gateway, 
and the fact that the other constructive features in the outer 
colonnades, as above detailed, are represented unfailingly and 
correctly by the various ornamental featm’es, band and cornices 
in the wall, we cannot doubt that the band D represents the 
architrave line of the outer colonnades, and the springing of the 
dome, which, from analogy with east inner gateway, we. infer 
must once have existed at the outer south gate. By adhering 
strictly to the law of spacing as obtained from the existing 
Hindu remains in the Kutb, it is seen, as just shown, that 
three tiers of pillars iiiled on each other brings the arcliitrave 
to the exact position that it ought (judging ftom existing 
examples) to occupy ; therefore it follows that, not indeed 
certainly, but with a degree of probability that differs fiom 
certainty only, in so far as necessarily and unavoidably 
appertains to questions of this nature, we may assert that 
three tiers of pillars piled on each other according to the 
Hindu law of spacing (i. e.), in geometrical series, composed 
the height of the outer colonnades. 

If, however, we do not allow three tiers of pillars, we 
shall find a most important architectural feature emj)ha- 
sised elsewhere by an ornamental feature corresponding to 
the band D of south gateway to be totally unrepresented, and 
the band D left to perform no function whatever : a state 
of things that the Hindu architect of the Kutb could 
never for an instant have tolerated, if we may judge by the 
immense amount of careful thought he has bestowed, as wo 
shall presently see, in the designing and distribution of 
every ornamental feature in. the Masjid klinar. 

The outer face of the wall of the inner inclosure has 
also a double cornicef at the same level as the double 
cornice on the outer face of the outer walls ; as this double 
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cornice can represent nothing within the inner inelosure, 
the floor of which is considerably higher than the line of 
cornice, it must have been placed on the outer face to 
represent some feature outside ; the existence of a colonnade 
along the outer wall would furnish the necessary reason for the 
existence of this cornice to emphasise and, as it were, carry 
through the line of pillar bases with which it would accurately 
correspond. ' . > 

The outer wall, too, pierced at intervals by windows, points 
, to the existence of a colonnade along it ; in the Hindu 
period these openings serving to light it, and being not 
merely ornamental, but absolutely necessary. 

It now remains to ascertain the probable depth of the 
colonnade. As the space between the south and north 
inner and outer walls is. greater than the space between the 
east inner and outer walls, it is clear that the colonnades 
along the two former walls could not have been of the same 
depth as that along the east waU, consistently with harmony ; 
and as throughout the enthe structm’e a most beautiful har- 
. mony exists, the arrangement of the outer colonnades too 
would probably have been such as to preserve and not violate 
it. Therefore the depth of the colonnade along the south 
and^north outer walls must have been greater than along 
the east outer wall. 

As the Muhammadans, when re-constructing the colonnade, 
used the Hindu materials, it is clear that the distance apart 
of the pOars could not have been greater than would be 
spanned by the long architraves, nor less than would suit the 
small architraves. 

But as architraves of different lengths exist, one set being 
longer than the other, it is evident that the pillars were 
not equally spaced, whether lengthways or sideways, or 
both. 

. The long architraves will be found to be just of such length 
as to span the opeuiag of the outer south gate if it were 
contracted by. two pillars projecting from either flank; the 
smaller lot is just sufficient to span the distance between the 
pillars as they are now arranged in Iltitmish’s extension. 

Describing an octagon,^' with the span of the outer south gate 
reduced, as just mentioned, for its side, and one side resting 
just within the inner face of the gate, in exactly the position 
that it would occupy if we supposed a dome to have existed just 
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within tlic outer south gate, it will he found that two of the. 
angles of the octagon will come to exactly the line of the 
present first row of pillars from the wall, so that the archi- 
traves (the smaller lot) would just he of the proper size to go 
from the line of pillars extending sideways parallel to the 
wall from these two corners of the octagon to the pilasters 
which must have abutted against the wall. The second set 
of corners will fall beyond the present outermost line of 
pillars, hut in such a position that the long architraves 
(which, where now used, project beyond the centre of the 
pillars on which they rest) would correctly span the distance, 
being the euthe side of the octagon, equal to the span of the 
gate, diminished by the projecting pillars. This distance 
win necessarily be greater than the distance perpendicularly 
from the wall to the first two corners of the octagon, and 
consequently to the first longitudinal row of j)illars. 

The thh’d row of pillars would then come under the 
outermost side of the octagon, and would be at the same 
distance from the second row as the first row would be 
from the line of wall, and we shall find that making this 
arrangement, the third line of i)illars will just fall within 
and almost touch the plinth of the Minar. 

Distributing now along the east outer wall pillars at 
the same distances from the wall, and from each other, as 
in the last paragraph for the south wall (and, therefore, for 
the north wall, which is symmetrically disposed), we shall 
find that the second row of pillars from the wall will just 
touch the Min ar as the third row in the other instance did. 
Purther, we shall fimd that now the open space between the 
foremost line of pillars in south colonnade as just arranged, 
and the face of the south inner inclosm’e waU, bear precisely 
the same proportion to the space between the face of the 
east inner waU and the row of pillars on this side touching 
the Minar, that the total space between the inner and outer 
waUs on the south bears to the total space between the inner 
and outer waUs ofi. the east. 

By this means not only is perfect harmony preserved, 
but the great Minar, which I shaU on perfectly independent 
grounds show to be Hindu, is proved to occupy not a random 
position, amenable to no law (which it does in regard to 
the present distribution of things;, but a definite position, 
fixed by a beautiful law of harmony, which pervades the 
whole. 
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An examination of the fragment of west wall of the 
Kntb Masjid (not Iltitmish’s extension) now existing will 
show clearly that it is original Hindu. I am weary of enu- 
merating over and over the characteristics that indisputably 
prove it Hindu ; let those who doubt go and judge for them- 
• selves : so also is a fragment (a very small fragment) of the 
inner south wall on the west side of the now ruined inner 
south gateway ; these fragments show that the original Hin- 
du inner was pierced with openings on the west, certainly 
by two tiers of windows, not disposed, however, vertically 
over eairch other ; but whether by two tiers, or one tier of 
windows in the three other sides, I have not means of judg- 
ing.. Of the west windows, I shall for distinction call the upper 
the second tier, and the lower, the first tier of windows of 
inner inclosure. 

Hrom the section of the west wall, it will be seen that the 
top of the second tier of windows* is exactly at the level of the 
bottom of architraves over the pillars of inner inclosure, and 
that the continuous ornamental band that goes just over.it on 
the outside marks the architraves inside ; this ornamental band 
which, so far as we can judge firom the existing jfragment, was 
continuous, corresponds to the band I) at the gate, in fact is 
replaced at the gate by the band H, which, as before noticed, 
marks the architraves, level and spring of domes also : this 
ornamental band, or rather a similar one, analogy points, 
must once have existed on the outer face of the wall of outer 
inclosure also, replaced similarly at the gate by the band D, 
which there performs the same function that band D does in 
the inner gateway; as the Muliammadans, however, have 
arranged the outer colonnades, the roof line falls actually 
below the band D, so there is no . possibility of our seeing 
this ornamental band on the outer walls now. 

The bottom sill of the second tier of windows will be seen 
to be at the same level as the top of the first tier of win- 
dows, and also at the same level as the springing of arch 
of east gateway; further, the bottom of thfi first tier of win- 
dows will be found to be on the same level as the architraves 
over the corbels of the windows in the outer colonnade, 
where the outer lancet shape is discarded for the square 
bracket and architrave opening, so that the entire series of 
windows in and out, which are cei’tainlyr Hindu, have a sort 
of harmony between themselves that we look for in vain- in 
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the windows made by tbo Muhammadans in the walls they 
have creeled round the inclosurc, or indeed anywhere 
else. 

Over the first tier of ndndows arc mouldings and a bold 
cave, niiich arc not carried through, hut stop at tlio win- 
dow itself : at rlic hotf om of tlic window is an ornament- 
al moulding over the groat sculplnrcd band of ornament 
and figures, that runs completely round the inner in- 
closurc. 

The jiillars’^ at the west end of the iirasjid arc finer than any- 
where else in the building; hut even there the lino of blocks 
represented by the baud O' of inner gateway is not omitted, 
although the height of the pillars arc well broken up by 
many other mouldings besides. 

In the domet over the cast entrance, will be seen brackets 
projecting into the interior of the dome, ns shown in the 
section of it. Tlicsc brackets serve no useful or ornamental 
jmrposc now, hut, from examples I have scon elsewhere, I see 
t hat these hrackets must originally have supported figures run- 
ning up, and, as it were, supporting the top circle of the roof, 
and I am of opinion that the brackets themselves were 
ajijiarcntly originally supported by other figures springing 
from a lower course, either the capitals of tlie pillars or the 
lowest ring of the dome itself; tlic oflect os may be seen in 
existing Ilindu temples elsewhere is extremely pleasing. In 
the small dome at north gate, these brackets do not exist, 
for the best of reasons ; the Mubainniadans had no use for 
them, and it is a strong argument in favor of the east dome 
being Hindu that there brackets stand, for had the Muham- 
madans broken and rebuilt it, they would never have inserted 
these, which were only used to support human or other 
ornamental figures, — their abomination. As it is, it is evident 
that the Muhammadans sirajily contented themselves by 
knocking oiT the figures, allowing the dome with its brackets 
to stand uninjm’ed. The singularity of these projecting, 
brackets serving no apparent purpose, long puzzled me till 
the puzzle was solved by my seeing them udth their support- 
ing and supported figures in the roof of the great central 
hall of the Udipur temple, which for beauty is unsurpassed 
CA^'cn by the magnificent ceilings of the Kliajurdho temples. 

If we measure the distance between the bands D and 0 of 
outer south gateway, J and multiply it by *85, we will get a 


* Pluto in. t riute V. t Plato IV. 
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^stance equal to the ^stance between bands 0 and B. Repeat- 
ing the process on thisj the distance between bands A and B 
win be obtained, this distance is equal to the distance between 
bands O' and D' of east inner gateway.* Repeating the opera- 
tion on this distance, we get the distance B' to C' ; and repeat- 
ing .the operation on this again, the distance beWecn bands 
A' and B' will be obtained. 

These distances are therefore all in a series of geomet- 
rical progression, and I will subsequently show that the 
geometrical series is applied on a most extensive scale to 
the spacing of the bands in the Ruth Minar; but if we 
attempt to apply the law to the spacing of the bands in the 
north gateway, we will find it no longer holds a sufficient 
proof that the builders of this gate did not understand the 
harmony that existed in the distribution of the various 
. ornamental features in the Ruth, as constructed originally. 
Similarly, if we examine the disposition of the tiers of 
pillars, both in and out, that are not original Hindu, as. 
proved in the preceding portions of this report, we will find 
that neither in the arrangement of the pUlars is the law 
observed. This great law, the law of geometrical progres- 
sion, governs the distribution of almost every ornamental 
feature and every constructive peculiarity in the Ruth as 
it existed in the Hindu period. 

Only two gates of undoubtedly Hindu origin now exist, 
and it is therefore not possible to find whether the spans 
of the gates were also in a series of geometrical progres- 
sion ; but what is very remarkable is, that between the 
horizontal dimensions of the gates and parts making it up, 
there is a beautiful law of proportion. 

It will be found that as the minimum span of outer south 
gatef is to the minimum span of inner east gate, so is in- 
versely the depth (through) of outer south gate to the depth 
(through) of inner east gate, or in numbers, as 13'76 ; 8’75 
so is inversely 13 75 : 20’25, the first two numbers being the 
spans and the latter two the depths through of the gates. 
Rurther, the law not merely holds for the entire depth, but 
also for the depths of the various similar features, thus as 
13-75 : 8-75 the spans so inversely is the depth of the over- 
lapping arch over outer south gate, as still distinctly visible, 
to the depth of the overlapping arch over east gateway, and 


# Plate V, ■ t Plates V, VI, VII. 
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I aiH of opinion iliai the proporiions of the Hindu nortli and 
south inner gates were governed by the same law, and were 
in regular proportion to eaoli other, and to the existing gates 
whicli have just shown they obey this beautiful law. 

I now olosc the subject of the Masjid or ThAkurdwara 
as it is called by Hindus. I have shown the intimate con- 
nexion between the various parts, and the beautiful law that 
governs them. The more the subject is carefully examined, 
the greater is the harmony perceived between the parts. I 
liavc shown in a manner that cannot be sbalceu by any num- 
ber of lying inscriptions, that this great beautiful structure 
is essentially Hindu in design, altered to a greater or lesser 
extent b}’^ the Sluhammadan conquerors, who could perceive 
neither the beauty of the whole, nor the harmony of the 
parts, but dolibeiatclj' did their best to hide the signs of the 
Hindu origin of the structiuc by building in, covering up, 
whitewashing and plastering, destroying parts and building 
them up according to their omi crude and barbarous notions, 
and crowned the whole by inserting in the true style of orien- 
tal exaggeration in their inscription, that they built the 
striicturo ! 

It remains only to add a suggestion that the unsightly 
layer of irregular stones that cover up the courtyard bo 
removed; it will then be possible to state definitely whe- 
ther or not a central grand tcmxile existed. Prom examples 
elsewhere, I am sanguine that traces of a central shrine will 
he foimd on careful examination. 

I will now give a feu' quotations that hear on the subject.* 

"This temple splendid by reason of its complement of 
open chaiiels around, whose structm’e is embellished uith 
eggs of gold, delightful for the sweet yellow flowers appended 
to it, formed into garlands for moniing offerings, a temple 
vying in loftiness with the peak of Meru itself, adorned with 
a door and sacred porch on which is finely wrought an eifigy 
of the Bull of Siva, distinguished, moreover, as the frequent 
rcsort of various eelestial songsters, surpasses all others.” 

“ Vers. XXXVIII . — By whom also in front of what was 
abeady dedicated, a third ground floor including a hall for 
self-tortming exercises, and extending as far as the place for 
distributing water, was splendidly covered with well com- 
pacted stones.” 

* Journal, Asiatic Society, Vol. IV, p. 250 tt tea., from an iuscription li 
— (vets. 12j lltli line. 
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" Vers. XLIV . — By wliom was built this soul-ravishing 
house of Sankara, with its chapels, its fine portico, graced 
with the presence of Gaya, the holy Asura.” 

Erom this inscription wo see that open chapels sur- 
rounding the great temple was no uncommon mode of con- 
struction, and is expressly said to have been adopted in the 
temple of Shekawati, the pillars of which closely resemble 
those in the Kutb. What the expression * open chapels’ 
means it is difidcult to defi.ne accm-ately, but it evidently means 
a structure supported on pUlars ; whether the chapels were 
continuous like a colonnade or detached is not easy to 
determine. It also mentions a porch over the entrance, 
being a featm’e exactly like what the Kutb gates must, I 
have shown, possessed. On reference to Pergusson’s works, 
it will be seen that temples with immense colonnades sur- 
rounding them, was no uncommon mode of construction in 
the south of India. As the Kutb evidently consisted of a 
colonnade, or of open chapels round the inclosure walls, it is 
reasonable to expect that, like the example at Shekawati, it 
should also have possessed a great central temple. 

Ibn Batuta says, in regard to the Masjid Kutb ul Islam: — 

“ Before the taking of Delhi it had been a Hindu temple, 
“ which the Hindus call Elbutkhana, but after that event 
** it was used as a moscLue.” 

The inscription over the east gate records the destruc- 
tion of 27 Hindu temples to build the mosque, which 
there refers only to the inner inclosure, for the outer 
one was afterwards built or converted into a mosque' by 
Htitmish. 

It is hardly necessary to do more than to ask how were 
the materials of 27 Hindu temples used in the construction 
of the mosque, when this single temple would have furnished 
materials to have built Kutb’s mosque twice over. The 27 
Hindu temples, however, may mean 27 different chapels in 
the great temple, and this is by no means improbable, for 
it is quite large enough to have contained 27 chapels beside's 
the great temple, if it had one in the middle. 

I now turn to the Kutb Minar.* What most strikes the 
beholder is its gigantic proportions. It is built within 11 feet 
of' the present Dtitmish’s colonnade, along the outer south 
wall 01 outer inclosm’e. It is generally assumed to have been 
begun by Kutbuddin, and added to by his successors. 
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It has hcoH shown already that the walls, both outer and 
inner, of the Masjids of Kutb and Iltitmish are Hindu, 
that the corner dome also is Hindu, and that consequently, 
if the Minar was constructed by the Muhammadans, its 
foundations were laid long after that of the walls of the 
temple, the present Masjid : that such a gigantic structure 
could be built within a few feet of previously existing struc- 
tures by the barbarous Muhammadans, at a time when con- 
structive engineering skill was far inferior to what it now is, 
and modern engineering appliances were unknown, without 
producing the most disastrous effects on these walls, appeared 
to me littie short of incredible.* But this was not all. The 
piUar is supposed to have been built up to first storey alone by 
Kutb, and the rest added subsequently by Iltitmish and his 
successors. Iltitmish also built the cloisters within 11 feet of 
the visible base of the Minar, and yet, although immense 
weight was added to the original portion built by Kutb, the 
fioor of Iltitmish’s cloisters in its immediate vicinity is not 
appreciably distorted. 

To me, this objection to its having been built by the Muham- 
madans appeared insurmountable, but to be consistent, I 
cannot admit that it was built at any time subsequent to 
the building of the temple ; it must have either existed before, 
or been built simultaneously with, the temple. 

The iron pillar proves that when its characters were 
engraved the temple existed ; for the pillar must have been 
made to set up on the existing fioor, and not the enormous 
fioor built to set the iron pillar on. Therefore the Minar 
must date to a period anterior to this. 

The position of the Minar is outside of Kutb’s mosque, 
and General Cunningham contends! that it was the custom 
then to build Mazinahs (which he supposes! the Minar to 
have been) originally outside the Masjids and independent 
of them. Without entering into a discussion on this point, 
I will simply note that it is built in a position quite away 
from the Masjid, not symmetrically placed in regard to it, and 
indeed, as regards its connection with Kutb Masjid alone, it 


* Note itf General Ctinningham.—No one hns evor supposed that tlio Minnr wns actually 
built by tbo Mubamniadans. They employed Hindu masons as a matter of necessity. 

t Note bg General Cunningham. — I do not contoui! that it wns the custom. I bavo jirooed 
it by the two examples at Ghazni, and the single example at Eoil. 

J Note by General Cunningham —I do not suppose that the Kutb Minar wns a Mnzliinh. 
I knom that it was so called by Abnlfcda. Tho Kutb Minnr besides occupies exactly the 
same relative position to the Kutb Masjid which tho Kolil Minar did to tho Koil Masjid. 
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may have bcen.placed anywhere else without mailing its posi- 
tion a whit more difi&cult to account for than it now is. It 
is hard to suppose that barbarous, though the Muhammadans 
were, they would, in fiidng the position of a structure so grand 
and unique, and withal so expensive, have not given more 
thought to it than they would, have to the raising of a dirt pie ; 
or why, if they selected the place after deliberation, did they 
select the site it stands on, which neither in direction nor dis- 
tance has any conceivable dependence on the Masjid to which 
it served as a pendant. 

. No one contends that the Minar was founded by Iltit- 
mish, though, if they did, there would be some sense in his 
placing it facing the centre arch of one wing of his ex- 
tension ; but although roughly it faces the centre arch, it is 
by no means accurately in. the centre, and the quanthy by 
which if is out of the centre position is not a few inches, 
which would have been allowable, or due to error in setting 
out, but about 3 feet, and therefore neither on the supposi- 
tion of Kutb nor of Iltitmish being its founders can its pecu- 
liar and eccentric position be accounted for. 

But supposing it to be a Hindu structure, how easily itS 
position is accounted for ! Vide previous description. 

Golonel Sleeman’s argument that the slope of the Kutb 
Minar is a pecuh’ar characteristic of Pathan buildings, and 
that the arches of the great mosque close to it aH corre- 
spond in design, proprotion, and execution to the tower is 
palpably erroneous ; for not only is the great slope of the 
Minar emphatically not a characteristic of the Pathan archi- 
tecture of that period, or even of subsequent periods up to 
Toglin’s reign, but the walls of the very arches, which he says 
correspond with it in design, proportion and execution, have 
not a particle of slope all the way up ; and' what pipportion is 
there between the 1st storey of the Kutb Mmar, which 
alone, be it remembered, was built by Kutb, and Kutb’s arches.? 
In fact, what proportion or possible connection is there at all 
between the Kutb Minar and any Muhammadan * structure 
whatever, or in the Kutb inclosures, when the builders did not 
understand how to proportion the large and small arches of 

* Note hy General Cunningham . — have already answered this question by a reference 
to the kindred towers at Ghazni and Xoil, all of which are known to have been JUdzinahs. 
Snch a building had a speeial use in the daily performance of the Muhammadan religion. 

I may now ask Mr. Beglar, what possible connexion there is betw-een the Minar mid _ any . 
Hindu bnilding whatever. Did the Hindus ever build another stmetnro like it, either 
before or after the Muhammadan conquest ? And lastly, what was the purpose which the 
tower was designed to serve amongst the Hindus ? 
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to tlio termination of ilic bracljoled steps, "wliilst up above 
for the remainder of the fourth storey the central shaft docs 
not taper at all, and though the shaft again tapers in the fifth, 
that does not in any ^vay affect the argument. Tlic tlu'cc 
changes in the internal construction all occiu’ at the same 
point, and are all equally abrupt and decisive. 

But to add to the difference in construction in the 
interior, the material used also changes at that vciy point, all 
below being constructed internally of granite, aU above of sand- 
stone. Burther, my examination has failed to show any mortar 
between the joints of the stones in the first tlirce storeys, except 
a little at and near the lowest door, which liaving a true arch 
may well bo considered to be a late construction, and at the 
other doors no instance of the true arch is seen in the 
structures of cither Kutbuddin or Iltitmish, and the occur- 
reuce of the true arch therefore stamps the portions as later 
alterations ; therefore, as the question of the foundation of the 
Minar lies between Kutb, or possibly Iltitmish and the 
Hindus, the occurrence of these arches in no way affects the 
question. But to revert ; although no mortar is apparently 
used in the joints in the first three storeys, which axe internally 
built of granite, mortar joints are invariably the rule in the 
two higher storeys, 

Inscriptions are more frequent in the harder material 
of the three lower storeys than in the softer material of the 
two upper, which is curious. 

- Returning to the outside, and examining with a 
powerful telescope the ornamental bands of the exterior, it 
will be foimd that there is great difference in the appearance 
of the weathering of the stones, which are carved with bells 
and lotuses, and triangle patterns, and of the Arabic inscrip- 
tions. This difference is quite as great as the difference in 
weathering between the Arabic inscriptions and the restor- 
ations carried out not half a century ago by the British, 
which last can by this means be detected with certainty. 

But the difference between the bands of lotus and 
triangles and the bands of Arabic is not confined to the 
external weathering alone ; the construction too is radically 
different, for whereas the lotus and triangles are carved on 
the exposed edge of a stone of the proper thickness exactly 
for the p-urpose, which stone is built into the structure with 
its longest dimension or bed, horizontal, as it ought to be 
in all good and genuine work, the stones on which the 
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Arabic is cut are set with tbeir longest dimensions vertical, 
forming only a sort of veneer on the outside ; and not this 
alone, but the stones are not all of a size ; and, further, they 
are in some places so thin, that in cutting out or counter- 
sinking the Arabic inscriptions, the enthe thickness of the 
stone has been cut through. 

. It is clear therefore that the original design provided 
for the bands of lotus, bells and triangles, but not for the 
deep-cut Arabic inscriptions. My opinion is, and it is only 
an opinion, unsupported by any facts, that where these 
Arabic inscriptions exist, there originally existed bold pro- 
jecting bands of sculpture, and that, in cutting away the 
Hindu sculptm’e, the Muhammadans so reduced the stone in 
thickness as to present the characters it now does. When 
I first examined the Minar, I had not seen the way bands 
of statues are executed by the Hindus. I now know how 
it ' is done, having seen the magnificent examples at 
Khajm’hho, and remembering the fact that some of the 
stones in the Arabic band are set with then* long dimensions 
horizontal (although I did not then think it worth while 
noting their positions, nor, if I had, could I have ascertained 
all the stones in any single band which are laid horizontally). 
I am inclined rather to think that the band of sculpture 
consisted of detached statues, or of detached but boldly 
projecting tablets carved with geometrical patterns, or 
even plain, as at the temples of KhajurSho, Mahoba or 
Garhwa. 

The difference, however, goes a step more. Whereas the 
bell, lotus and triangle bands project boldly beyond the 
face of the Minar, the Arabic inscriptions do not project 
beyond the general level of the adjacent parts. The letters 
are indeed in high relief, but this relief is obtained by 
countersinking the ground of the inscriptions, and the 
projecting faces of tiie relief letters do not, in a single 
instance, project beyond the level or surface of the adjacent 
parts. In this way relief sculpture could be executed even 
at the present day on any part of the Minar. 

It will be seen from the preceding paragraphs that 
between the three lower and the two upper storeys there are 
marked differences of style, of construction, and of material. 
The three lower storeys eoiTespond with each other in every 
respect, but are very different to the two upper, and this 
external difference may be seen in any photograph of the 
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]V^ar, or on the actual Minar, hy looking at it from a 
distance, sufficient to give at once a view of aU the storeys. 

I now proceed to detail the intimate connexion that 
exists between the Minar and the temple as it stood in the 
Hindu period. 

Referring back now to my previous description' and 
arranging the pillar bases^ on the original Hindu floor, as 
disclosed from the excavations, it will be seen that the top of 
base of Minar, from which the shaft proper springs, is exactly 
at the same level as the steps of the bases of the pillars in the 
outer colonnade, from whiph the pillar shafts spring ; these last 
again are exactly *at . the level of the top of the Hindu 
double comice inside and out, whereas the level of the 
Mrnar plinth corresponds with nothing in the present or. 
Iltitmishfs arrangement in his Masjid, or with anything ia 
Kutb’s Masjid. 

In reference to the position of the Minar or its harmony 
with the Hindu arrangement of the temple and colonnades, 
I refer back to what I have previously said on this subject. 

Now, taking the distance from band A of outer south gate 
to top of band H, or the highest band,t and applying it 
to the Minar, it-will be found that it is exactly equal to the 
distance from the top of the first band in the Minar to the 
plinth. This may, indeed, be seen in my plate. 

Rurther, the distance between the first and second bands of 
the Minar J will be found to be equal to the distance between 
the lowest and highest bands of east inner gateway. 

I have no doubt that had we the original Hindu north 
and south inner gates, we should have similarly found 
the distances between their top and bottom bands to corres- 
pond to the remaining two spaces between the remaining bands 
of the Minar. The bands of the present north inner gateway, 
as already remarked, do not obey the law of geometrical 
progression, which the Hindu bands, pillars (and the Minar 
itself, as will be seen) obey, and it has on other grounds 
been previously inferred to be a Muhammadan structm’e : the 
space between its top and bottom bands does not also agree 
with any of the two remaining spaces in the Minar. 

It has before been shown tlmt the spaces between the 
bands in the gates are in geometrical series. I will now show 
that the spaces between the bands iu the Minar are also 
in geometrical series. 


* Plate VI. 


t Plato IV. 


t Plates IV and V. 
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The following is a geometrical series, the last number being 
the width of the bands in the first storey of the Mi-na.v ; — 


16'4* 


14'9^ 

IS'S" 

la'r 


1011". 

9ll' 

7'r 

g'D" 


81" 

6'8' 

* 

6'0" 

5 ' 5 " 


1. Its application to the Minar is thus — 

Actual distance of first band from 

plinth ... ... 16'4! 

Actual distance of second band &om 

first ... ... ... 14'ir 

Actual distance of third band from 

second ... ... 18'] 1" 

and so on. 

For clearness, it will be better to arrange the entire 
actual distances and theoretical distances, as deduced from 
the law of geometrical series, side by side, all the distances 
being reckoned from the pliuth of the Minar to do this. As 
between the spaces are bands 6' 6" wide, it will be necessary 
to add this width, or as many of them as may be, to the terms 
of the series. Column 1 indicates the process by which the 
theoretical -distance is obtained. 


Process. 

Theoretical 

distance. 

Actnal dis- 
tance. 

Itf band bottom 16' 4" ... ... ... 

16' 4" 

16' 4" 

„ top 16' 4/'+6' 6" .. .. 

21' 9" 

21' 9" 

2nd band bottom 16' 4'+6'6"+14' 9" .. 

36' 6" 

36' 8" 

topl6'4''+B'6'+14'9"+6'6" .. 

41' 11" 

42' 1" 

Srd band bottom 16' 4"+6' 6'+14' 0"+6' 6"+13' 6" 

66' 4" 

66' 0" 

„ topl6'4/'+6'6"+14'9"+6'6"+13'6"+6'6" 

60' 9" 

61' 6" 

4« band bottom 16' 4"+B' 6"+14' 9"+B' 6"+13' 6"+B' 8"+12' 1" 

72' 10" 

73' 6" 

„ topl6'4"+6'6"+l^ 9"+6' 6"+13' 6"+6' 6"+12'l+6'6" .. 

78' 3" 

78' 11" 

Top of 1st storey 16' 4"+6' 6"+14' 9"+6' 6"+13' 6"+6' 6"+12' l"+6' 



+10'll"+6'6" .. .. .. 

94' 7" 

94' 8"- 

Ton of 2nS storey 16' 4"+6' ff'+W 9"+6' B"+13' 6"+6' 6"+12' 1"+S' ff' 



+10' IP'+tf 6"+0' ll"+6' 6"+9’ 0"+6' 6"+8' l"+5' 6"+?' 4" . . 

148' ' 2" 

145' 2" 

Top of 31-^ storey similarly .. 

184' 11" 

186' 0" 


The entire series of numbers, obtained by supposing the 
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spaces and bands following each other right to the end 
of the last term of series I,, is as follows : — 


16' 4" 

21' 9" 

36' 6" 

41' ir 

65' 4" 

60' 9" 

n' 10' 

78' 3" 

89' 2" 

94' r 

104' 6" 

109' 11" 

118' 11" 

124' 4" 

135' 2" 

137' 10" 

145' 2" 

160' 7" 

157' 3" 

162' 8" 

168' 8" 

174' 1' 

179' 6" 

184’ 11" 


which may he called series II. 

Of these numbers, each of the series up to 94' 7" is to 
be found in the first storey in the distances of the tops and 
bottoms of bands, the commencement of the projecting bal- 
cony and the top of the first storey. In the second storey 
however each of the numbers from 94' T onwards is not 
to be found, but the top of the second storey corresponds 
with one of the series, 145' 2', and so also in' the third storey. 

The reason of this is very simple. As the series goes on, 
the width of the spaces according to it gradually dimi- 
nishes, till at the last term the width of the space becomes 
exactly equal to the width of the band, but as to preserve 
beauty, the spaces and bands must not be equal or nearly 
equal, it became necessary after a certain point to alter the 
relative widths of the bands and spaces. This has been 
done in the second and third storeys, but in so masterly a 
manner that at the most prominent points, i. e., the termina- 
tions of each storey, the term of the original series is preserved 
unaltered. The process by which this is done is this : the thhd 
space of the first Minar, or the third number of the original 
series, given above, is tahen as the starting number in the 
second storey, and the width of band is reduced in proportion, 
thus as 16' 4", the starting space of first storey, is to 13' 5", the 
starting space of second storey, so is 5' 6", the width of the 
band of first storey to 4' 5", the width of band of second storey. 
The series then proceeds precisely as in first Minar, and so 
ingeniously is the great primitive series chosen, and so in- 
geniously the second series adapted to it, that by the time the 
top of the second storey is reached, the numbers obtained 
fi-’om both series fall on almost the same spot. The follow- 
ing will shew this clearly. The initial starting point of 
the second series being 94' 8" above the plinth of Minar, 
to which for convenience I refer all the distances, . and 
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rcmeniljcriiig tliat the ^vidth of hand is now 4i' 5", and 
the first Icrni of the series 13' 5", we get the numbers which 
M'ill be called series III. 

at' S* point, or botloui of rcrotiil sloroy, 

lOS' 1" 

112' 0" 
li’f 7" 

121)' O" 
l-W 11" 

Ml' 4" 

at which point there is a vciy slight diflbrcnce only, ndth 
the corresponding number of the former given series II 
above, namely 115' 2'. The actual distances of the bands as 
measured is here placed side by side with the terms of the 
scries III above, for comparison. 



Actu.il. 

Theoretical. 

Ilotlom of 1ft li.nnil 

lor M" 

103’ 1" 

II II <t« «•« 

112’ 11" 

112’ C" 

Il'jltom of ::nd liand 

123' 3" 

121' 7" 

Top of Sni] Innil ... 

127' 7" 

120* 0" 

lluttom of bstcc'iip ... ... ... 

Mot lucafurcd. 

130' 11" 

Tup of b.iIconT and of Minor 2ad etorc;... ... ... ... 

115' 2" 

1«' 1" 


In a manner precisely similar, the bands of the third storey 
arc arranged. In this storey the initial starting space is 
the fom'th term in series I, given above, or the space between 
the riiird and fourth bands of the first storey of the IMinar, 
and the width of the bands of the thu’d storey is made 
proportional to this reduced initial starting space, precisely 
as the width of band in second storey was reduced to suit its 
initial starting space. The details of finding the theoretical 
series for this storey arc precisely the same as just explained 
for the second and the agreement of theoretical and actual 
distances is even more close than in second storey. 

On reaching the top of the thu.*d storey, we find we have 
used up all the terms of series I before noted, and as far 
as I have been able to judge, no law applies to the bands, 
&c., of the fom’th storey ; and of the mth the inference is 
obvious, that these two are not Hindu, but Muhammadan. 

The great law therefore, as we have seen, extends through- 
out the three lowest storeys of the Minar. This law may briefly 
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be stated to be a law of an aritlimetico-geometrical 
series, for the first storey will be found to consist of the 
sum of 5 terms of the series - 1 + its various bands, the 
second storey of the sum of not 6, but 4 next terms of the 
series -fits various bands," the ^rd storey similarly of the 
sum of not 4 but 3 next terms of the series -fits various 
bands, thus using up the entire series which consists of 12 
terms. 

Now, reverting to the position of the Minar, it will be 
found on measurement that its perpendicular distances 
from the east outer, the south outer, and the south inner 
wall are in a geometrical series. Further, the dimensions 
of the entire inner and outer inclosures are also all in 
geometrical series. Thus — 

TotalJength of outer inclosure... =228 feet. 

Total breadth ... ... =168 

Total length inner iudosure ... =128 „ 

Total breadth ... ... =92 

and these numbers are very nearly in a geometrical series, 
whose common multiplier is 74 nearly. 

The law of geometrical proportion is thus seen to govern 
the entire Hindu Kutb' structure; fi?om the size and . 
disposition of the inclosures which bound it, down to the 
spacing, of the ornamental bands that adorn its gates, every 
important featm'e. is subject to the great law. But where 
is the law that governs the Muhammadan structures ? . Their 
relics, which it is easy to enumerate, and I accordingly do so 
once for all, are, the front wall of the Masjid with its 
openings, the present outer colonnades, but hot the back 
wall, the inner colonnades on the east, north, and south, 
ahd the north dome, but not the corner domes or the east 
dome, the east gate, the north, south and east inner in- 
closm’e walls, from near the upper single comice, upwards, . 
the existing back wall to the northern wing of Htitmish’s 
extension. The layer of rough stones jn the courtyard, all 
traces of whitewash and plaster wherever foundj occasional 
bits here and there, which cannot be more definitely specified, 
aU the Arabic inscriptions wherever found, and lastly, the 
two topmost storeys in the Minar, and slight alterations at the 
gates and elsewhere, of the other storeys of the Minar. 
Where in any of the above is the smallest particle of deep 
thought to be detected ? “ They designed like giants, and” 
their Hindu workmen “ finished like jewellers but from the 



DELHI. 


57 


giant killed by Jack, right through the whole genus, giants 
have hitherto been noted only for supreme stupidity, com- 
bined with immense strength. 

The immense amount of thought expended on the struc- 
ture by its origiaal designer is simply marvellous. The 
choice of the series alone, which governs the spacing of the 
ornamental features of the Minar, must alone have been a 
work of no ordinary labour, and this is the strongest, the 
almost invincible argument in favour of assigning to the 
Minar an antiquity not inferior to that of the temple, for 
though it is easy enough, having once fixed the great series, 
to take a certain term of it, and divide it up into a smaller 
series, to be used, as we see done, in the gateways of the 
temple, it would be a task almost impossible to first choose 
the small series in such a way as to be afterwards applicable 
on a vast scale, and further to admit of series within series, 
as we see in the Kutb Minar. 

The age of the temple itself has not yet been even approx- 
imately fixed; whatever it is, it is certainly anterior to 
the date of the iron pillar. The iron pillar records the 
victories of a certain king, never heard of before, and whose 
genealogy is nowhere mentioned; at is therefore probable he 
belonged to no illustrious stock. He evidently did not con- 
struct the temple, or some mention of it would certainly have 
been found in his pillar; The temple therefore must have 
been built by a dynasty preceding him. This is all that can 
with certainty be said regarding its age, but as the age of 
the iron pillar is itself uncertain, that of the temple becomes 
stiU more so. 

An objection here occurs, for the pillars and architraves 
of the south-east corner dome bear inscriptious, evident- 
ly cut before the pillars were put up, in characters of 
later date than those on the iron pillar ; but I will observe 
that this south-east comer need have nothing to do with the 
original design of the structure ; it need have formed no part 
of the original design, the parts essential to which are 
the outer south and inner east gateways, the pillars and • 
wall west end, the walls of the outer and inner inclosures, 
the outer colonnade and some part, no matter which, of 
an inner colonnade, a detatched shrine or shrines in the 
inner inclosm’e, built according to the geometrical law, will 
answer quite as well as a colonnade, and the two northern 
corner domes, also the north and south inner gateways, and 
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two small or one small slirino at the extreme western corner 
beyond the dome or domes at west end, and the Minar, the 
south-east dome may have been added afterwards, without 
any way discomposing the existing structure. 

In connexion with (he date of the structure, however, 
I have t'o solicit attention to a few inscriptions, or rather 
fragments, in a very ancient character discovered by me in 
the Miliar. 

Near first window of first storey on left hand side, on the 
concave granite wall or shell of the Miner, is an inscrip- 
tion almost obliterated, of which the few ■visible letters are 

A. 6 <5 H (1) 

also an inscription near the entrance door left hand side, 
dose to the floor 

^ syii ... ... ... (2) 

and another 

... ... (3) 

and one on right hand side, but nearly obliterated 
IsM 15 ... ... ... (4.') 

One near the third nindow, lii’st storey 

and ^ «i nv 

That in the Asoka character must be very ancient, and would 
tend to carry the building of the Minar back to the era 
before the Guptas, in whose character the iron lat inscription 
is engraved. This however is not improbable, for the temple 
must have existed prior to the cutting of the inscription on 
the pillar.* 


( 5 ) 

... ( 6 .) 


* Kate hg General Cunningham. — Mr. Beglar pointed out tliese inscriptions to me 
after tbis account was written. No. 1 is too faint to be legible. I could make nothing 
of it. No. 2, which reads clearly Samr.at 259, is undoubtedly a mistake for 1259, ns tbb 
date is found in two other places close by in esactly the same characters. One of 
these is on the plinth outside, the second is on the left band of the lower entrance, and the 
third is on the underside of the entrance arch. I look upon these three repetitions of the 
same date as the workmen’s record of the year in which their work was begun, that is, in 
Sam^iit 1259, or A. D. 1202, during the governorship of Kntbuddin Aibeg, thus con* 
firming my view of the Muhammad.m origin of the Minar, , 
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. The creciioii too of solitary pillars was a custom in the 
days of Asolca and of the Guptas, hut not of a later period, 
and the capital of the iron pillar is similar to the capitals 
of Gupta pillars elsewhere. 

This closes the stractures of Hindu period in the Kutb. 
I now notice Sultan Gari’s Tomb. 

The structm’c may be described as a square raised on 
a higli iilinth, surrounded on all sides by a wall pierced 
with overlapping arched openings, having colonnades at the 
east and west ends, with a gate in the east waU, and an 
octagonal cell with :^t roof in the middle. 

What it was, judging from the remains, appears to have 
been a central octagonal cell, surrounded by colonnades 
running along the sides of a square, inclosed by a wall 
pierced with openings, and having a gate on the east. 

The pillars there used are of sandstone and marble, 
the latter only under the existing dome at west end; 
this dome, though of small size, is formed of overlapping 
stones, as also are the domes over the corner towers, which 
are still small 1 On the outside all these domes resemble those 
in the Kutb, over the east and comer pillars. 

The curious Hindu double comice noticed in the Kutb runs 
along the outside, marking the level of plinth, and a single 
comice of Hindu design runs along the top. The openings 
are all covered by lancet-shaped arches of overlapping stones. 

The other ornamentation employed is all Hindu, being 
bands of the usual lozenge or triangle pattern, carvings in 
the dome stones, brackets, &c. 

The central cell is octagonal, its roof, which is flat, being 
supported by square plain pillars, piled on each other in 
two tiers ; the outside is cased with marble, but within this 
marble casing is a smooth inner octagon of granite, and the 
wall of the cell, though very thick, if measured to the marble 
casing, is exactly of the same thickness as the walls if 
measm’ed to the granite only ; the marble therefore is an 
addition made after the stmeture was fully designed and 
built in granite. Outside the inclosm’e of Sultan Gari’s Tomb 
are two tombs with domes supported on pillarB. These domes* 
are of the usual Muhammadan construction, and not formed 
by overlapping courses. They are said to be the tombs of two 
of his sons, who died in his lifetime ; therefore it is evident 
that in Htitmish’s time the Muhammadans knew how to build 
the true dome. 
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Therefore tlie tomb of Sultan Gari, with its domes of 
overlapping com’ses, appears to be pre-Mubamma^n, but 
■when to this feaku’e we add tbe other Hindu featm’es, both 
of construction and ornamentation, tbe stones set without 
cement in tbe walls, tbe appearance of wear or weathering 
of’ the stonesj greater even than in tbe Kntb, though 
similar in material, and the fact that the inner ceU was 
originally finished in granite, hut afterwards cased with 
marble, it becomes extremely probable that this is, like the 
Kutb, a Hindu hmlding appropriated by the Muhammadans, 
and the probability is rendered almost a certainty by the ' 
existence of the central cell, which is a construction adapted 
to some Hindu forms of worship, the Saivic, but which is an 
anomaly in Muhammadan architecture. 

Iltitmish’s tomb I have ■ a suspicion to he only another 
instance of a converted Hindu structure, but as beyond tbe 
fact that its style is Hindu if we look at the granite, and 
Muhammadan if at the sandstone, and that the .sandstone 
appears as if added afterwards, for the granite structure 
would be quite complete in itself without the sandstone, and 
that its pendentines are portions of Hindu domes, there is 
. no other argument for calling it Hindu. I cannot there- 
fore assign it for certain to either Hindus or Muhammadans, 
but leave it an open question. 

The last Hindu remains to be noticed is the outer 
Elah Ray Pithora, which, as I agree with General Ounning- 
ham, may be dismissed in a few words. 

Prom the latter part of quotation 10 of my previous’ 
account, it appears that old Delhi, which is Kilah Ray Pithora, 
had 10 gates. Quotation 11 mentions 7 gates only, but, as 
I have before shown, this is a mistake. At the time the 
account was written, the citadel of Anang-pal having 
ceased to exist as a defensible place, and no other de- 
fensible citadel existed within old Delhi, the fort of old 
Delhi would therefore mean the enth’e space surrounded by 
a defensible waU, including Anang-pal’s dismantled Lalkot. 

Taking this view, and starting from Adham Khan’s Tomb 
'along the walls of Anang-pal’s Lalkot, which was common 
to it and to the outer fort, is seen the remains of a gateway 
near the south-west comer near Adham Khan’s Tomb; 
only a fragment of the jamb is visible now, the place being 
a mound of ruins. No name for this gate has been found. 


* Plate I. 
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!Purther on is tlie Eanjit or Ghazni gate, already noticed 
in my-account of L^lkot ; beyond this gate at Patch Buq 
tvro lines of walls branch off, one that of the citadel, 
noticed before ; the other, lower and weaker, which is the 
wall of KilahEay Pithora; following this, at a point opposite, 
a small Muhammadan shrine or Karbala, on the other side of 
a little rivulet which forms a natural ditch to the fort, exists a 
gate, which General Cunningham considers a gateway. 
This makes the third gate in the outer fort ,* it is nameless. 

Purther on, following the line of walls, there is another 
bifurcation of the walls, the left hand one being the walls 
of Jahanpanah, a complete ruin now. The right hand 
one is the wall of old Delhi; following it a short way 
beyond the bifurcation, there is seen a ramp or approach 
from the valley to the high ground, within the walls some 
dressed stone, the remains evidently of a gate ; no name for 
it exists ; this makes the fourth gate, reckoning from Adham 
Khan’s tomb, and the first gate opening into Jahanpanah. 

Purther on, the wall crosses the present Delhi road, and 
a short way beyond exist the remains of two gates and a 
gap, which may have been a gate, but is more probably only 
a water-course ; these two gates, which are both nameless, 
make the fifth and sixth gates from the beginning, and the 
second and third gates opening into Jahanpanah. 

Purther on, the eastern wall of Jahanpanah branches 
off, and the wall of old Delhi turns southwards ; close to 
the junction is a small postern only four feet wide ; this must 
be the Hauz Eani gate, as it faces Hauz Eani. Quotation 
10, alluded to above, mentions that the king escaped or fied 
from the Hauz Eani gate, and this being a postern, favors 
the supposition of the king having selected this to fly out of. 

Purther on is a large gate with outworks, and near it an 
old bridge over the rivulet that forms a natural defence on 
this Side ; this, as shown before, is the Budaon gate. 

The next is a gate in a re-entering angle of the fort 
walls. Quotation 10 says, the king from the Hauz Rani and 
Mallu Khan from the Burkah gates, which two gates are 
on the south side of the walls, went out, fled, and wandered 
in the jungles. There are only three gates in this portion of 
the wall which runs nearly due south, of which two have al- 
ready been identified, the remaining one then must be the 
Burkah gate. This makes the ninth gate from the beginning, 
Hauz B>ani being the seventh, and Budaon the eighth. 
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Prom here the -wall runs south-west, and after some 
distance turns^ and runs almost duo west towards Janulh' 
KamMi’s Masjid ; about half-way hetwcon the turn of the 
wall and the Masjid exists the pillars and remains of a 
large gateway -^vitli outworks ; this makes the tenth and last 
gateway in the walls. 

From here the wall can he traced up to a short dis- 
tance, running through a heap of ruins, hut soon aU traces 
of it arc lost in the immense mass of ruined structure that 
covers ilie ground, and the wall is not again seen till it re- 
appears at the hack of Jamhli KamhU’s Alasjid ; the wall 
then can easily ho traced all the way to Adhani Khan’s tomb. 

This finishes the Hindu remains of Delhi ; of the jMu- 
hammadan remains ample information can he obtained in 
the guide books, in the accounts of several travellers, and in 
General Cunningham’s report. I will therefore notice only 
what has nowhere else been noticed. 

Remains of walls* of great thickness ( 15 feet ) have been 
found in prolongation of the great front wall of Kutb and 
Iltitmish’s Masjids on the north side, which show that 
Alauddin intended to extend the Masjid in that direction. 
The walls are pierced with openings intended for archways, 
but which now are mere gaps j the walls as they stand are 
nowhere higher than 10 or 11 feet above the present ground 
level, and arc thickly covered, and completely hidden by 
scrub and jungle; but from the remains that yet exist, it 
appears this extension was intended to exactly double the 
length of the Masjid as it existed, including Iltitmish’s 
extensions. Opposite the centre opening of this great ex- 
tension stands the remnants of Alauddiu’s Minar. 

Remains of a gateway exist, showing that he intended 
to build a gate in the outer north wall of his extension, in 
a line with the outer south gateway of Iltitmish’s extension, 
and the inner north and south gateways ; in addition to this 
gateway, he contemplated the erection of a second gateway 
on the north to correspond with his existing Alai DarwA,za 
on the south ; of this only a ihound of ruins marks the site. 
To the east his additions extended to a line represented by 
the existing east end of what is still known as the Alai 
colonnade, and the eastern boundary wall forming the back 
wall of the easternmost colonnade, of which a few pillars 
at the south-east corner are still standing, can be traced 


* Plate VII. 
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(witli breaks) all the way from the south-east to the north- 
east corner of his extension. Yusuf Serai would thus have 
come exactly in the centre line of his eastern wall, and was 
probably meant to form a vast gateway on the east. In 
Plate VII are shown the different portions of the Masjid 
known as Kutb’s, as Iltitmish’s, and as Alauddin’s; Kutb’s and 
Iltitmish’s I have shown to be iJindu, altered to some ex- 
tent. Alauddin’s however is entirely his own ; his pillars 
were not borrowed, nor the dressed and moulded stones in his 
walls, from Hindu struotm-es, but were made by him, and 
the evidence of this is the great difference in weathering 
between these and the old Hindu stones, and difference in 
workmanship, slight indeed, but quite enough to distinguish 
it from the finer old Hindu workmanship. 

The magnificent design of Alauddin, like his other great 
designs in public works, was begun but never completed ; 
of his Minar, the unfinished fragment has a quaint majesty 
that is possessed by no other structure in Delhi. Tradition 
states it was to have been cased with marble, and that 
the marble itself had been collected for the pmpose, and 
long lay neglected, till it was used up in Huml-yun’s tomb. 
The only structure that was completed and exists to this day 
in fair order is the Alai Darwh.za. In the whole series of 
Pathan buildings in Delhi, none equals it in beauty. It is 
the first undoubted Muhammadan stracture of any pretensions 
in Delhi, and the finest ; but I wish to point out that its 
beauty is due not to any harmony or appropriateness of its 
parts, or of its ornamentation, but to the unrivalled execu- 
tion of the carvings that adorn it, to the strong contrast of 
the minute carving, with the wide bare expanse of its dome ; 
a contrast that, while it exaggerates the apparent size 
of the dome, brings into strong relief at the same time the 
delicacy of the carvings, making them look more delicate 
than they actually are, and to the great doorways combining 
majesty of size and delicacy of execution, presenting the 
strong contrast of bare dome . to elaborately carved walls 
from becoming offensively harsh ; but of true architectm’al 
ornamentation there is very little, and the meaningless pa- 
velled ornaments on the outside are only saved from becom- 
ing offensive by the fineness of their execution. 

How great is the difference between the Hindu Kutb 
and this gateway. There not a line of ornament is intro- 
duced that docs not point and emphasise some constructive 
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feature ; every feature there has an of&ce to perform,' 
and performs it Trell, it is emphatically a structure possess- 
ing harmony. The Alai Darw^a, on the contr^, has little 
of architectural ornament, and owes its beauty more to the 
carvings executed by Hindu workmen, the last expiring 
effort of Hindu art in Delhi, than to any remarkable har- 
mony of arrangement. 

Indeed on„ a priori grounds we should expect this want 
of appreciation of truthful ornamentation among the Muham- 
madans, a barbarous and warlike people, whose religion 
narrowed their minds, naturally none of the most liberal, and 
demanded the suppression of sesthetic feelings. They could 
not be expected to reach a high standard in architecture 
within a short time, still less then could they be expected 
shortly after their conquest of India to produce structures 
worthy of admiration for harmony ; and this is precisely 
what has happened, for with aU the aid of elaborate orna- 
mentation, carved, be it remembered, by Hindu hands, they 
have not produced any structure which commands admira- 
tion independent of mere beauty of ornament (for which 
the Hindu workmen deserve credit), or of sheer greatness 
of size, and as soon as they attempted to build without the 
aid of Hindu workmen, they produced what certainly is 
grand from sheer massiveness, but what is utterly devoid 
of that combination of qualities which produces in our 
minds the idea of beauty, independent of colour, carving, 
material, or mass. 

It is only after the Mughal conquest that Muhammadan 
architecture begins to be beautiful. 

The other structures in the Kutb are remarkable for 
nothing, and I pass them over. 

In outer Hilah Ray Pithora, to the east of the road, is 
a ruined bowlee -with fluted well ; it is now in ruins, but 
must have been originally very beautiful ; close to it are 
extensive ruins over which crops now grow, but whence 
is often extracted large worked slabs of red sandstone. 

Passing on to Jahanpanah, I notice that the walls on 
the west side are so completely ruined as to render it im- 
possible to identify the gates ; the walls on the east have 
undergone occasional repair and alteration, especially for the 
construction or maintenance of - sluices, and other contri- 
vances for the regulation of water, and this renders the posi- 
tions of its gates doubtful. A fine stone structure, called 



DELHI. 


. 66 

the Satpallallahand, forms part of the walls, and was intended 
to act as a sluice for the regulation of water ; it is partially 
ruined, hut is still a fine object and worthy of notice. Close 
to‘ this is the Khirld Masjid and Khirld Tillage. The domes 
of the Khirki Masjid are semi-circular in section inside, 
but pointed on the outside, and the extra height at the crown 
outside is obtained by increased thickness of the layer 
of mortar at the crown. Except its vast extent, there is 
nothing very remarkable about it ; the domes and roofs are 
supported on short massive pillars, from which spring arches 
which support the domes ; the pendentives are formed by 
building out, or filling up the corner, on the principle of the 
corbel, but without any steps, and plastered over. Near 
Siri, a short way outside the south walls of it, stands the 
ruins of Hazar Situn. There are also numbers of other 
remains of no special interest. 

To the north-west of Jahanpanah, outside its walls, and 
some way off, is Eiruz Shah’s tomb ; there is nothing remark- 
able in the construction, but the site is very good ; it 
forms one of an immense range of buildings, which appear 
of a date slightly, if at all, (Afferent to Eiruz Shah’s tomb. 
These buildings occupy the entire of one side of what once 
was a large tank, called Hauz Kh&s ; and when the tank 
was in good order, must have formed a magnificent whole. 

In lemur’s history this tank is noticed. Timur is there 
stated to have sat in an Idgah close to it after his victory; 
there is now the ruins of a small Idgah, some little dis- 
tance from the south-east comer of the tank ; from its style 
it appears ancient, and I identify it with the Idgah mentioned 
in Timur’s history. 

Em’ther west are several nameless tombs, some still in 
very good order and fine in appearance ; beyond them all, 
on the ridge running northward from Sultan Grid’s tomb, 
an extensive ruin, consisting of the remains of a masjid 
mostly entire, and of other buildings, the whole surrounded 
by a battlemented wall mostly in ruins, exists; beyond a- 
tradition ascribing its erection to the Pathans, there are no 
other accounts. 

A little to the south-west of this is a small domed chamber 
marked on the published map as a Sivala, which it is not 
now, hut a storehouse. A m^la or fair takes place there 
annually at a certain period; round this are ranged on 
two sides small kistvaens, two feet high, formed of three 
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stones for the three sides and a stone for the roof, leaving one 
side quite open. When I first saw them there were many ; 
on my next visit I found the plaee converted into a manu- 
factory of white clay, which is found in large quantities 
in adjacent quarries. All hut one of the tistvaens had 
disappeared, and of this the roof had been displaced ; it has 
since been removed to Delhi, and is now in the Delhi 
Museum. 

Not far from this is the village and tank of MahipA,!- 
pur, the extensive ruined band of which has already been 
noticed by General Cunningham. 

Close to the road which passes a little way w’est of 
Mahiphlpm*, towards Delhi, is the Malcha ; in style it much 
resembles Khirki, but instead of a collection of small domes, 
this has one large dome over the great central hall supported 
bn massive pillars. 

Siri has been fully noticed by General Cunningham ; it 
was very strong, and sustained three sieges in the civil 
wars preceding Baber’s invasion. The remains of extensive 
buildings occupy the extreme west end of the fort, and 
detached buildings forming parts of the great mass extend 
right up to the walls bn the west side; this enables the. west 
gate Siri, now marked by a depression in the line of mound 
of the fort walls, to be identified as the Bagdad gate. I quote 
Derishta.^ , 

“Kali Khan, with the malcontents, now marched to 
Delhi, which they reached on the last day of -Eamzan, 
A. H. 839. In this dilemma, the Vazir Sarwar-ul-Mulk 
took portion of the citadel of Siri, wherein lie stood a 
siege of three months. But discovering the King’s inten- 
tion of escaping, or killing him, he determined to anti- 
cipate the King by killing him. In this he lost his life. 
The Khatris and other adherents' of the Vazir, apprehensive 
of the King’s vengeance, rose in arms, and compelled him to 
defend his palace. Thus situated, he caused the Bagdad 
gate to be thrown open to the besiegers, who rushing in 
committed dreadful slaughter on the rebels.” 

The gate which he. threw open to the besiegers was 
in aU probability the gate nearest his palace, which could be 
got at without the knowledge of the rebels who attacked 
his palace ; and the west gate is the only one that suits the 
case. . 

' * Briggs’ Ferisbta, J, 354, 
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Beyond Siri, the road has several ruins to the right and 
left ; at a distance of about three-fourths'of a mile from the 
road opposite the present village of Mahjidpur is the Moth 
hi Masjid; it is of the period of the Lodis, and, tradition says, 
was built by a poor cultivator, who had acquired riches by 
trading in the pulse called moth. The carved corbels of 
this Masjid and its gateway are very beautiful and much 
resemble those in K!am41i Jamhli’s tomb, and in the Shir 
Mandil there exists remains of bands of Arabic inscrip- 
tions, carved boldly in marble round the gateway ; but the 
decay of the gateway has left little of the inscription entire. 

' The courtyard and Masjid are full of the huts of inhabitants, 
the interior of the Masjid being partitioned off by mud 
walls to form rooms for the people. The whole place is 
altogether very filthy, and there is some difficuliy in obtain- 
ing access to the Masjid. A bold eave supported on corbels, 
and projecting about 3^ feet from the face of the Masjid, once 
adorned the entii’e front of the building; fr’agments alone 
now remain. The face was likewise adorned by coloured plaster 
medallions ; the material used is rubble and plaster, but 
some of the ornamental parts, the pillars at the jambs, &o., 
are of cut-stone ; marble was used for the bands of inscrip- 
tions in the gateway; these bands were both plain and coloured; 
if colour was used in the interior, all trace of it is lost by a 
layer of soot, but outside and in the gateway the colours used 
are green, blue, red, both the red sandstone and red colour, 
white, black and possibly yellow; the enclosure waU is 
arcaded on the outside and also inside. 

Safdar Jang’s tomb has been noticed by General Cun- 
ningham; the material is red stone and marble, brick 
mortar and hard stucco of excellent quality. The arches 
used are semi-circular, gothic, and flat parabolic ; the domes 
are flattish, and some flat paraboloidal, formed by the revolu- 
tion of a semi-parabola round an ordinate. Some roofs 
are formed by plain arch sheeting. The central dome is 
triple, the two inner of brick and mortar, and flattish ; the 
outer one bulbous, and of marble. 

To the left of the road fr*om Safdar Jang’s tomb to 
Humhyun’s are several tombs; the one nearest is very 
curious, with its sloping pillars ; it is an octagon in shape ; 
the inside is full of graves ; dome on low neck. 

Some way further off the road in Khairpur is a Masjid, 
cloisters and tomb. The Masjid is a fine specimen of 
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what General Cunningham calls stucco Pathan architecture. 
The spandrils of arches, the soffits, and great part of the in- 
terior are covered with elaborate tracery and inscriptions, cut 
. in plaster, the quality of which is so good that the sharpness 
of the lines is perfect to this day. The interior is hlack with 
accumulated soot, and the building is even now used'as. a cow- 
shed ; the material used is rubble and plaster, hut the pillars 
or rather pilasters are of dressed granite, and two balconies 
projecting out at the two sides are of red stone; colour appears 
to have been used also, hut the soot prevents all being seen ; 
blue certainly was used, and probably others.* 

Domes on low necks, flattish inside, resting on corbelled 
pendentines ; these last are beautiful, though by no means 
singular ; such pendentines occur often elsewhere. 

The red stone structure to the south of the quadrangle 
of the Masjid, has been supposed to he the tomb of the 
founder of the Masjid, hut, apart from the circumstance 
that no grave exists inside, the styles of the two are very dif- 
ferent, as well as the material is re-dressed stone inside, and 
dressed stone is more plentifully used by far in it than in 
the Masjid ; the pendentines are similar to those of Alai 
DarwSlza, and are beautiful, though plain ; and the plan of 
the huUding is almost exactly the same as of Alai Darw&za, 
but plain. The wall connecting this with the Masjid and 
cloisters is evidently a later addition, as the junction of it 
both with Masjid and with tomb is plainly visible, and shows 
that it was built after both Masjid and the building supposed 
to he a tomb were completed ; the wall is not bonded into 
either the Masjid or the cloisters or the structure at the side, 
of which, by the way, it covers up parts of the north-west 
and north-east windows. 

Opposite the Masjid, however, and occupying a place as 
•nearly central as can he judged of the quadrangle, on 
which Masjid and cloisters stand, are the remains of a 
chauhutra, which must have been the original tomb belonging 
^to the Masjid, and probably that of its founder; in fact, Syed 
Ahmed’s illustration in his - larger work shows the tombstone 
^perfect, though now it is no longer so. 

The cloisters facing the Masjid are of rubble and plaster, 
and of no interest. 

* Note by Qeneral Cminingham . — This Masjid was cleared ont on my recommendation by 
Colonel George Hamilton, Commissioner of Delhi; 1 had supposed it to bo of the time of 
Pirnz Tnghlakj bat on visiting it, after it became accessible, I found an inscription inside, 
declaring it to be the Jftma Masjid of Sikandar Ludi. 
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. Near Khairpur, and to this masjid, is the tomb of Sikandar 
Ludi. Dome on low neck ; coloured medallions are used 
as ornaments. Material, rubble and mortar, and dressed 
, stone, also red stone for ornamental parts. Syed Ahmed calls 
it Sikandar Ludi’s tomb, and I have followed him, though 
I am not aware of any reason sufficient for calling it the tomb 
of Sikandar Ludi. 

Returning now to the road from Kutb to Delhi, there 
is nothing of great interest all the way to Delhi except the 
Jantar Mantar, or Observatory. 

Delhi. — Shahjahabad itself is too well known and too 
often described to need any mention here, and although 
architectural notes on the gateways of fort and citadel, and 
on the walls and defences, would be very interesting, it needs 
a good knowledge of military engineering, — a subject I am 
not at all familiar with. 

The ancient remains in Delhi itself are very few ; the Kali 
or Kal^ln Masjid and tomb of Sultana Raziah, to my know- 
ledge, are the only specimens that certainly date before Shah 
Jehan. The last is a complete ruin, if, indeed, it be her tomb 
at all (as Syed Ahmed a^ans), near the Turkoman gate. 
Kal&,n Masjid is still in excellent order ; it is a building of 
plaster and rubble, with pillars of granite dressed, and roofed 
by a collection of small domes of the style of the Khirki 
Masjid ; the domes are supported also, as in Khirki Masjid, 
on arches springing from pillars and on similar pendentines ; 
the colours used appear to have been from remains of frag- 
ments, blue, red, probably also yeUow, and the colour of the 
granite used. 

The later remains in Delhi are numerous, the largest 
being the great Jdma Masjid, which for size is um’ivaUed : the 
Masjid itself is of marble, with three marble domes and 
corner minars of marble and red stone in alternate longi- 
tudinal stripes ; the cloisters and gateway are entirely of red 
sandstone, as also is a great portion of the Masjid itself. 
Though greatly praised, I consider the praise misapplied. It 
certainly is very large, and very grand, the workmanship is 
goody and the material, marble, costly ; but in the Masjid itself 
the great central archway is far too, large for the side arches, 
and completely overpowers them, and produces pretty much 
the impression of a gigantic false screen put in front 
of the centre of the Masjid ; there is besides a great want of 
light and shade in the fapade ; it is too flat altogether, and 
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the eidl of the side arclnraj^s being as small compared to 
the great central arch, is aggravated by the great flat tablets 
of inscriptions over them, which are not only quite out of 
proportion to the archways, and look overpoweringly heavy, 
liut are so flat as materially to conduce to the general effect 
of flatness of the structure. The really beautiful parts in the 
Masjid are its gateways, with the long line of airy arcade 
extending on either side, and the view from the outside is 
greatly superior to that A*om inside, the magnificent steps, 
unrivaled in Delhi or elsewhere, adding materially to the 
grandem* of the whole. Indeed the steps are so magnificent, 
as to form a feature in themselves highly pleasing and im- 
pressive. 

The Zinat ul masfljid is a fine masjid, with three great 
bulbous domes and tall minars, and would be very pleasing, 
were not the effect of the domes rendered patchy by broad 
stripes of black running down from the apex to the base of 
the dome, ruining the grandeur of its otherwise fine marble 
domes. 

Zinat un nissa is a small but very fine masjid ; it is 
said to have once been covered with gilding, and the cupola 
over the fine slender minars is still gilt. 

The Tatehpuri Masjid is a fine building, with a gigantic 
dome, once covered with glazed tiles, but now ruinous; 
the form and mass of its dome and the bold tall minars 
at its angle give an imposing effect that is seldom seen 
in structures of the period, and although really late Mughal, 
it bears little resemblance to the typical structures of the 
period. 

Soneli Masjid Kotwali, - said to be the one where Nadir 
Shah sat in gloomy silence while Delhi was given up to 
plunder, is a small but beautiful building ; its three domes are 
sriU covered with plates of gilt copper (?) 

The objects of interest in the fort itself have been too 
often described to need repeating. I only notice that the 
roofs of the Dew^n and Am kh&s are of the flat coned pat- 
tern, not usual in Muhammadan architecture. 

Leaving Delhi Shahjahanabad and going northwards, near 
Hindu Hao’s house are two ruinous buildings,* known as 
Pirgheb, and used as a Great Trigonometrical Survey station, 
and the Ohaubuiji, the former may be identified with Diruz 
Shah’s Kushak Shikar ; though now a small building. 


# Plato VII. . 
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it must once have been of great size, as the whole of the 
east face of it is in riiins, which extend in undistiu- 
guishahle breaks to a distance of fully 100 feet from the 
existing face of the huhding. At this distance are seen 
the remains of walls, evidently the extreme east walls of 
the building, resembling those still existing in material, 
workmanship, and in the great slope or batter, which appears 
to have been a characteristic of the period. The buidding, 
as it exists, has undergone extensive alteration and repair, 
which have been so clumsily executed, that the later ad- 
ditions are plainly distinguishable, not merely by difference 
of construction and style, but by not having been bonded in 
with the old work, so as to make one piece with it. The 
ribbed arches of the structure, the slope of its walls, the 
form of its minars, all corresponding to those of structures 
known to be of Piruz Shah’s era, as the Kotela and Kal4n 
Masjid, fix its date of erection to Eiruz Shah’s reign, and it 
fulfils the conditions necessary to identify it with the 
Kushak Shikar. 

Chauburji*' is a building having fom* domed towers at the 
corners ; its gate now faces the south, but is apparently a late 
addition ; it, like its neighbour, has undergone much addition 
and alteration. I am of opinion it was intended originally as 
a chapel to the Kushak Shikar ; one great Elibla apse still 
exists in the west wall. 

Going straight out from Delhi by the Labor gate, to 
Rohilla Khan’s serai, and crossing the canal, will be found a 
fine buildingt known asBhulbhulinja; the building is said to be 
the tomb of one of Aurangzib’s daughters. It is built of rubble 
and mortar, with occasional use of red dressed stone as a false 
veneer to arches, &c., and is perfectly symmetrical on all its 
sides, so that it is difficult even now, after seeing the building 
in the interior, to come out by the same gate as one entered. 
A great flattish dome inside covers the main room, but the out- 
side is not domed ; in place of a dome is a flat raised Ohaubu- 
tra, square in plan, and larger but otherwise much in the style 
of the raised portion of cell of Sultan Gfiri’s tomb. • This 
Ohaubutra is said to have once possessed beautiful marble 
lattice- work on all sides, destroyed and carried off dmdng the 
mutiny. The four corner minars are bold and beautiful, and rise 
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to a great height. Saltpetre has attacked the lower parts of 
the walls, and will soon cause the destruction of the building. 

Keturning to Delhi, I notice the old bridge connecting 
Salimgarh with the citadel of Delhi. The constructire features 
of the arches of this bridge deseiwe notice ; the arch sheeting 
is formed of rubble and mortar, and springs jGlush from the 
face of the abutments. It is strengthened by a series of 
arched ribs springing from corbels that project from the 
faces of the abutments, which give great appearance of 
lightness, with great strength. As it is, the bridge cannot, 
from the immense size of its piers, appear light, but were the 
piers well proportioned, the effect would be very pleasing. 
Drom the valley or water-course spanned by this bridge, a 
magnificent view is obtained of all the bridges that span 
.this nullah close to each other, and the various bridges are 
so varied in st^j^'le as to render the view extremely pleasing 
and unique. Du’st is the old-fashioned modem road bridge, 
then the ancient bridge, then the railway bridge,, which 
cuts at a very acute angle the direction of the stream, and 
is very beautiful both in form and in construction, although 
the material is only brick ; next is a bridge with light aixy 
railings, and far beyond all the silvery reflection of the 
Jumna, this in the cold weather; dming rains doubtless the 
stream is full of water. 

Leaving Delhi Shahjahanabad by, the Delhi gate, to 
the left stands Diruz Shah’s Kotela and the Asoka pillar, and 
beyond, close to the road, is a solitary gate known as Kabuli 
Darwfiza, or Lai Darwfiza. As no traces of ramparts can be 
seen extending from the wall on either side, I conclude it 
to have been a city gate. 

Dm'ther on, and close to the road, is an inscribed masjid ; 
it is of a plain construction, of rubble and mortar, ornament- 
ed with coloured plaster medallions inside and outside, ^ and 
patterns inside ; the cloisters attached to it have disap- 
peared, leaving only one tower at the north-east, corner 
standing. 

Close to Purana Kilah, on the right of the present 
road to Humfiyun’s, and just beyond the Kilah, is a solitaiy 
gate similar to Lai Darwhza, noticed before. The gate is 
ornamented by coloured or glazed plaster medallions and 
devices or patterns, and flowers cut in red stone and in 
coloured plaster. The battlements are ornamented by blue 
medallions ; it is altogether a fibre specimen of gateway. I 



DETini. 


73 


conclude from the absence of all traces of ramiiart walls in 
continuation of the two enormous towers flanking it (now 
ruined), which once must have added enormously to the 
dignity of the gateway, that it, like the LM Darw^za, which 
it much resembles, is a city gate, under which once passed 
one of the main streets of old Delhi. Erom Hum^yun’s tomb, 
in a line almost perfectly straight, an old city road passes 
direct under this gate straight on beyond as far as the eye can 
see ; the entire distance, so fai’ as the road can be traced, is 
covered by ruins of houses on either side, and immediately 
near the gate are a series of small chambers, probably the 
shops of petty tradespeople, but which being regularly built 
and forming as it were wings or approaches to the gate, 
appear very appropriate. 

A Kos hlmar is placed exactly in the centre of the 
road between this gate and Humfbyun’s tomb, and the road is 
there widened so as to allow free passage on either side of 
the Kos Minar ; this is a pleasing featm’e, and as Kos Minar 
can easily be rendered ornamental and .useful in other ways 
than that of merely marking the mileage distance, the 
mode of placing it in the centre of the road and making 
it conspicuous, instead of hiding it away in the ditch, or 
allowing it to be hidden by jungle and grass on the sides 
of the road, as is done with the present puny milestones, is 
not undesenong of attention. 

Close to this Darwdza or gateway is an inscribed masjid 
of Akbar’s period; it is built of rubble and plaster, with 
the ornamented parts of gateway and masjid painted by 
the use of red dressed stone and granite; the gate now 
partly ruined must once have been* very fine. The masjid 
inside was profusely ornamented with coloured plaster and 
glazed tiles, though now most of it has been stripped off. 
The fa9ade of the masjid and gateway were also ornamented 
with coloured medallions and carved stone flowers, the colors 
used were blue, yellow, red, purple, white, green, black, 
and grey. It has one central dome on a low neck, and very 
peculiar pinnacle, greatly resembling that of Kila Kona 
Masjid. The walls of the masjid are plumb, but the towers 
slope, and it has great projecting eaves in front as in Moth ki 
Masjid. A peculiarity of this Masjid were its cloisters. 

In Purana Kilah two buildings deserve notice, the Shir 
Mandil and Kila Kona Masjid. The Shir Mandil is a 
beautiful structure of red stone, and granite and marble, 

K 
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of wliich.tlie last, liowcvcr, is confined to the cupola, and 
some minor details in the main building. The main room 
inside, and it has but one, is profusely ornamented Trith 
liaintings of flowers and patterns in various colours ; the pat- 
terns arc very beautiful ; the coloiu’s used are, blue, green, 
red, yellow, white, grey, and black ; the stall’s are very nar- 
row and dangerous. 

The Kila Kona Masjid is a building of stone faced in 
Xiarts with dressed marlilc, black slate, and red and yellow 
sandstone. It has one central dome on low neck still exist- 
ing, but traces of the side once have been discovered by 
General Cunningham on the present flat roof. The pinnacle 
is formed of a flattish, round corrugated stone, supported 
below by a moulded shaft, and resembling the top stone 
of the great towers in Hindu temples; the pendentives 
supporting the domes are of various kinds, the corbelled ones 
being especially beautiful; the two end roofs are formed 
by a central flattish dome, against which two semi-domes 
abut; the combination of curved lines thus formed is ex- 
tremely pleasing. The domes are all flattish in the interior. 
The profusion of mouldings in this Masjid, inside and out, 
and the number of angles into which its flat walls are broken 
up, give a variety of light and shade that is extremely pleas- 
ing, and the harmony of colom’, obtained on the outside by 
the use of polished stone of the various colours noticed, and 
inside near the apses by colom*, is unrivalled. The ornamental 
featm’es in the shape of projecting balconies supported in 
front by elegant brackets, the beautiful open pillared towers 
at the. comers possessing brackets and mouldings of exquisite 
beauty, are very elegant and very appropriate, and far sm*- 
pass the false ornamentation generally seen in Muhammadan 
buildings. The dead blank of the back wall too is relieved by 
projecting balconies, and altogether this masjid, though not 
very large nor very costly, is the most beautiful Muhammadan 
stractm’e that exists iu Delhi. 

Passing out of Purana Kilah, there is nothing of espe- 
cial interest up to Humdyun’s tomb. This enormous building 
is constructed of red sandstone marble, facing a rubble core ; 
the exterior is adorned by patterns formed by marble in a 
ground of red sandstone, and vice versa ; the lattices, with 
which all openings are closed, aj’e of marble and red sandstone, 
and are beautiful. Corner rooms arc in the interior orna- 
mented by elaborate and beautiful patterns in colour on 
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plaster ; the great central room, however, is ornamented only 
tiy squares of marble and black stone laid alternately as a 
floor round the tomb which occupies the centre. The exterior 
of the great central dome is of a peculiar, hut not pleasing 
shape ; it is pointed, and rests on a neck less in diameter than 
itself, looking as if it were being strangulated; the extensive 
terrace round it is very pleasing ; the gates of the building 
are also very fine, though plain. 

In the immense crowd of structm’es about Hum^yun’s 
tomb, I only notice Khizr Khan’s Masjid and Ohaunsat 
E^hamba. The masjid consists of one great room surmounted 
by a noble dome ; the dome is flattish inside, and is sup- 
ported on pendentives the most beautiful in Delhi; these 
pendentives are on the same pattern as those in the Alai 
Darwdza, but instead of suiiporting plain horseshoe arches, 
out of keeping udth the great fretted archwaj’^s beside them, 
these support gothic arches exquisitely carved and fretted, and 
in perfect keeping with the great entrance arch, which itself 
is very beautiful. This great hall is indeed very imposing. On 
either side of this great hall or masjid are oblong halls com- 
municating with the great, central one by two small openings 
(provided with doors) on each side ; the side halls are not 
particularly noticeable for anything but their utter want of 
keeping with the central hall; they are roofed by two small 
•flattish-domes, resting on the walls and on a great archway 
of the full span of the room almost, which springs from 
brackets or corbels in the middle of the length of the hall. 

The Ohaunsat Khamba,* as its name implies, is a collection 
of 64 pillars forming a square, supporting small domes on 
arches, all of marble. The execution is very fine ; the outer 
pillars are connected by lattices of marble of various patterns, 
ljut by no means deserving the extravagant praise generally 
bestowed on them. Some of the marble having got broken, 
has been replaced by sandstone ones, which utterly mar the 
beauty of the strueWe. 

Passing out of this crowd of buildings is a bridge over 
a rivulet, called the Bara Palla. I would suggest that the 
name Bara Palla refers to the 12 abutments or piers that 
support the 11 arches, the word 'palla being often used to 
denote the abutments of a bridge. 

I’urther on, on the left side of the road, is the remains 
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of^ a battlcmontcd wall ami of towers ; this was probably 
Kilolcari, once a favorite residence of the old kings of Delhi. 
No structures, but only mounds, exist to mark the sites of 
any buildings that once may have existed inside. 

Purther on to^ the right of the road is Mandir Kdlka, 
dedicated to Kali ; it is a structure that, in' common with Nila 
Ohatri, cannot date beyond Shah Jehan’s reign, though the 
Brahmins of the place claim an extraordinary antiquity for it. 

The last ohjcct of interest south of this is Tughlaka- 
bad and its pendant Adilabad. This fort is built in a posi- 
tion naturally strong, being surrounded by ravines and 
broken ground; the walls also are of enormous thickness, 
but this thickness being due to the walls being hollow, the 
strength is by no means what would be expected at first 
sight ; on the contrary, the walls are really weak, weaker 
than those of the citadel of Lalkot. TJp to a certain height 
from the bottom the hollows are domed over, and over these 
the masonry is built up flat, so that it appears solid ; above 
this point the wall diminishes greatly in thickness, leaving a 
broad space, or oflset, part of which is utilised by building 
chambers abutting against the narrowed wall at the back. 
Two rows of domes make up the great thickness of the wall 
down below. . 

Withitt the outer fort is the citadel, and within the 
citadel appears fragments, which show that a third smaller 
inclosure existed within the citadel ; the space within this 
inclosure is full of the ruins of small houses, apparently 
dwelling houses ; in all probability the king’s private resi- 
dence and zenanah and domestic offices ; the houses are all 
small, and without a single window. The general plan ap- 
pears to have been a courtyard surrounded on three, and 
sometimes on a-ll, sides by rows of rooms ; there was only one 
entrance to each such inclosure, and facing the side on 
which the entrance was, is the hall, an oblong of about 16 
or 20 feet, by 10 or 12 feet -wide ; on either side of this were 
sTnfl.11 rooms communicating with the hall and with the 
courtyard. Sometimes the hall had also a range of small 
rooms at the back ; all the rooms are furnished with numer- 
ous small arches, but never a window opening outwards. It 
is difficult to imagine that the king lived in such a miserable 
place, but such appears to have been the fact. The grand 
palaces, masjids, &c., are very magnificent, but are evidently 
not meant as dwelling places, and all remains of dwelling 
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j)laces that have hitherto been discovered are very uncom- 
fortable and miserable. Such are the cloisters of the mas- 
jids, which consist of a single room, sometimes with a little 
open roofed space in front, and, strange though it may ap- 
pear, I believe that even the king’s private residence was 
not much better ; domestic comfort, a comfortable dwelling 
house, appears to have been a thing unknown in those days, 
notwithstanding the magnificence of the public buildings, 
and the description above of the remains of them in Tugh- 
lakabad will be found to aj)ply, word for word, even to tiie 
native houses of this day, though the richer portion have, 
in imitation of their European conquerors, built for them- 
selves du elling houses siifl&ciently large and comfortable. 

Tughlak’s tomb needs no notice, as it has been described 
by General Cunningham. 

Adilabad is a small citadel connected with Tughlakabad, 
but outside of its walls I notice, simply to correct a mis- 
take into which Syed Ahmad has fallen when he described 
Hazlk’ Sitfin as in Adilabad.® The remains of Haz^ir Sitfin, 
as already noticed, exist close outside Siri, exactly where, 
according to history, they ought to exist ; and Alauddin’s 
tomb, instead of being in the great ruined mass facing 
Utitmish’s tomb in the Kntb, ought, according to his- 
tory, to be in HazUr Sitfin. Haz&r Sitfin is situated on the 
bank or edge of what once must have been a large tank, 
though only a little dirty pool now, and in the ruins of 
Hazfir Sitfin, at the end near the tank, exists a fine marble 
tombstone, yellow with age and exposure, of which the 
people have no traditions, but which can be no other than 
Alauddin’s tomb. At any rate, Alauddin’s tomb has 
never yet been found, and Syed Ahmad himself says no 
tombstone exists in what he calls Alauddin’s tomb ; certainly 
none exists now, and the disposition of the great structure 
is quite different to that of a tomb, and, further, is incon- 
sistent with what is recorded in history, that Alauddin was 
buried in Hazhr Sitfin. This again was erroneously sup- 
posed to be within Siri, although history distinctly mentions 
it to have been in Jah^n Panah. Siri again was erroneously 
supposed to be identical with Lalkot of Anangpal, a mistake 
which cannot for one moment resist the evidence both of 
fact and of history, and it is only owing to this combination 

* Note It/ General Cmningliam . — I believe that there was a second "Palace of one 
'thousand pillars” in Adilabad, bnilt by Muhammad Tnghlak. 
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of mistakes, I believe, that Alauddin’s tomb lias been 
supposed to bo the gi*eat ruined mass opposite Iltitraisb’s in 
the Kutb. 

This oloscs my uotiee of the buildings in Delhi. I think 
it oonveniont, however, to give a list of the prinoipal objects 
of interest in Delhi, unth references to the pages in this 
volume where they have been noticed, thus forming an index 
to the report, or to otiicr authorities, whore they have either 
been described or casually referred to. As Syed Ahmad’s 
great work on Delhi is the complctest one that has yet been 
published, I adopt liis arrangement, omitting, however, those 
that are of no interest ; — 

1. — Tugldakalind, p. 76, — Cunningliam^s report, 

II, 212 — Syed Alimad. 

2. — ^Tiig-lilnk’s tomb, p. 77, — Cnnningbam's re- , 

port, II, 213 — Syed Ahmad. 

3. — liazftrSitun, p. 77. 

4. — Adilabad, p. 77, — Cunningham, 217 — Syed 

Ahmad. 

5. — ^hlandir Kalka, p. 76, — Syed Ahmad. 

G. — Roshan Chirftgh. In reference to this, I take 
tip the suggestion of General Cunning- 
ham in his report, II, p. 210, where he 
says that Pcrisbtn, in desciibing the place 
of meeting of Nusrat and Mallu, has 
made a mistake and called it the tomb 
of Khwaja Kutbuddin Rakhtiftr, Kdld. 
Adopting the correction, PerishWs ac- 
count becomes quite consistent, for the 
palace of Siri, viz., the Hazftr Sitdn, is 
veiy close to Rosban Chivslgh. For an ac- 
count of Roshan CbirSgh, refer to Syed 
Alimad. 

7. — Sultan Behlol Ludi's tomb — Syed Ahmad; it 

is within the inclosure of Roshan ChirSgb, 
and is a veiy curious building. 

8. — Sat palla band, p. 65, — Syed Ahmad. 

9. ' — Khirki Masjid, p. 65,— Syed Ahmad. 

10. — Durga Yusuf Kotal — Syed Ahmad. 

- 11.- — „ Shekh Salauddin — Syed Ahmad. 

12 • — Tomb unknown — Syed Ahmad. 

. __ 13. — Panjbuija Kanchanserai — Syed Ahmad 

14. — ^Tomb of Langar Khan — Syed Ahmad. 

16. — ^^Basti Baori — Sj'ed Ahmad. 

16. — ^^Kbizr’s Gumbaz Okla, now gone — Syed 

Ahmad. 

17. — Bara palla, p. 75,— Cunningham,' II, p. 222. 
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Kate VIII. 
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1 8. — Tomb of IClian-i-Klianan — Syed Ahmad.' 

19. — ^Nila Gumbaz — Syed Ahmad. 

20. — Humdyun's tomb, p. 74*, — Cunningham, II, 

223 — Syed Ahmad. 

21. — Tomb within Humdyun^s compound — Syed 

Ahmad. 

22. — Arab-ke-Serai — Syed Ahmad. 

23. — ^Darwaza Mandi — Syed Ahmad. 

24. — ^Tomb and Magid, Isa Khan — Syed Ahmad. 

25. — Dargjih Nizamuddin — Syed Ahmad. 

26. — Khizr Elhan's Masjid, p. 75, — Syed 

Ahmad. 

27. — Tombs of late Emperors of Delhi — Syed 

Ahmad. 

28. — ^Dargdh Amir Khusru — Syed Ahmad. 

29. — ^Tomb of Eaja Khan, remarkable for shape 

of its dome — Syed Ahmad. 

30. — Chaunsat Khamba, p. 75, — Syed Ahmad. 

31. — ^Lal hlahal — Sj'ed Ahmad. 

32. — ^Tomb of S 3 *ed Abid — Syed Ahmad. 

83. — lial Bungalow^ — Syed Ahmad. 

34. — Pnrana Kilah, p. 3, — General Cunning- 
ham, 134, 135, and 221, vol. II — S^'cd 
Ahmad. 

83. — ^Khas Mehal — Syed Ahmad. 

36. — ^Nila Chatri, p. 8 , — Syed Ahmad. 

37. — ShirMandil, p. 73, — Syed Ahmad. 

38. — Kila Kona Magid, p. 74, — Cunningham, II, 

p. 222 — Syed Ahmad. 

39. — Kabul gate, p. 72, — Cunningham, II, p. 

220 — Sj’cd Ahmad. 

40. — Firuz Shah's Kotela, p. 1, — Syed Ahmad; 

Cunningham, II, p. 163. 

41. — Asoka's pillars, p. 2, — Cunningham, II, 161 

to 1 68. 


50 . 

46, 

47, 

48, 


. — Kush ak Shikar, p. 3 — 71, — Cunningham, II, 

p. 16S. 

. — Chaubugi, p. 71. 

. — Bhubhulinga, p. 71. 

. — Inscribed Alasjid south of Firaz Shah's 
Kotela, p. 72. 

— City gate near Parana Kilah, p. 72. 

. — ^Inscribed ilasjid near above, p. 7-3- 

, — Kos ilinars, p. 73. 

. — 2ilzsjii Kutb ul Islam, p. 27, — 

ham, II, 184 to 189 — Sye£ — 

% — Iron pillar, p. p. 28 — 57, — ~ 
369 to 175 — .Syed AhraaL _ 

1. — ^UnSnrshed ilinar, pp- C2 

Lam, ir, pp. 205 i 


Plate VII. 
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62. — Great Minar or Latj p. 46j — Cunningliam, 11 , 

pp. 189 to 303 — Syed Abmad. 

53. — Eushak sabz^ p. 38. . 

54. — lltitmieh^s tomb^ p. 60, — Conningbam, IT, p. 

304 — Syed Abmad. 

55. — Tomb of Alauddiu Kbilji, p. 77, — Syed 

Abmad. 

56. — Alai Darw&za,p. 63, — Cunuingbam, II, 304, 

305 — Syed Abmad. 

• 57. — Imam Zamin's tomb— Syed Abmad. 

58. — Tomb of Mnbammad KuU Kban — Syed 

Abmad. 

59. — Rajon Ea Baen.; — Syed Abmad. 

60. — Masjid and tomb of Maul&na Jamal, p. 62 — 

Syed Abmad. 

61. — Tomb of Gbiasuddin Balban — Syed Abmad. 

63. — Sbamsbi Hauz and buildings near it-^-Syed 

Abmad. 

63. — Darg&b Kntbuddin Bakbti^r Kdki and 

Masjid — Syed Abmad. . 

64. — Moti Masjid Kutb — Syed Abmad. 

6.1. — Tombs, &c., near it — Syed Abmad. 

66. — Adbam Kban^s Tomb — Syed Abmad. 

67. — Jog M^y& — Syed Abmad. 

68. — LMkot of AnangpM, p. 6, — Cnnningbam, II, 

. p. p. 180 &183. 

69. — Alauddin^s extension of Lftlkot, p. 63. 

70. — Kila Ray Pitbora, p. 60, — Cunningbam, p. 

183, 184. 

71. — Tomb of H&ji Baba Rosebeb — Syed Abmad. 

73. — Saltan GSri's tomb, p. 59 — Syed Abmad. 

73. — Haaz Khas and Pirilz Sbab^s Tomb, p. 65 — 

Syed Abmad. 

74. ’ — Idgah, near Hauz Eb3s, p. 65. 

75. — Ruins on ridge from Sultan G&ri^s tomb, 

p. 65. 

76. — Kistvaens, p. 65. 

77. — Mahip&Ipur, p. 66, — and Cunningbam, II, 

p. 154. 

78. — Malcba, p. 66. 

79. — Badi Manzil, or Bije Mandil — Syed Abmad. 

80. — ^Masjid Begampur, Syed Abmad — and Plate 

X of this report for plan. 

81. — Moth ki Masjid, p. 67 — Syed Abmad. 

83. — ^Tirhonja — Syed .^mad. 

83: — Tonib of Mub&rakpur-Kotela — Syed Ahmad. 

84. — Birij Easa Hazrat Fatima — Syed Ahmad. 

Tomb of Safdar Jang, p. 67 — Syed 
Abmad. 
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The positions successively taken up by Buddha in reference 
to the hodhi tree trere — 

1st , — 10 fathoois 
Znd . — 2 
8r//,— 18 
30 

5///.~S3 
OM.— 40 

Let a point B* now he 


39 

39 


99 

33 


to the nortli-cast. 
north, 
north-west, 
enst.. 

sotith-cnst. 
south. 

assumed in the Kuth temple, 


M 


» 


near the centre of the north inner dome, witliin the inner 
inclosure, it will then he fotmd that the positions of the 
oldest ,and most important features stand relatively to this 
as below ; — 

North-cast dome ... 70 feet. 

North dome ... 13 „ 

North-west dome ... 90 „ 

East dome ... 80 „ 

Minor ... ... 200 „ 

Outer south gate . . . 230 „ 

Of these, the north-east' and the north-west domes are on 
plain pillars, and certainly very old. The east dome is on 
ornamental pillars, and may not he of the same age as the 
north-east and north-west domes j the Minar, which must, as 
shown, date hack to the earliest period and he contemporary 
with the oldest portions of the temple ; the east gate must he 
very ■'old also ; the north dome, as it stands, is Muhamma-dan, 
hut the' position of the original one must have been the same. 
It will he noticed that the south-east dome, on pillars which 
only date to j^nangpal’s reign, does not enter into this cal- 
culation at all. 

To correspond strictly with the numbers given above, the 
relative distances of the various parts from the point P 


Noith-east 


... 64 

North 


... 13 

North-west 


... 80 

East 


... 195 

South-east 


... 200 

South 


... 240 


which does not much differ from the actual distances detailed 
above, except in the east, where the difference is very great; 
hut, as remarked, the east dome may have been built after-' 
wards, and indeed the difference in the state of its pillars to 


* Plate VI. 


DELHI. 


83 


those supporting the north-east and north-west domes tends 
to favor the supposition. 

The speculation is, I admit, very bold to consider the 
temple to have been originally a Buddhist structure, appro- 
priated afterwards and added to by the Hindus, and lastly 
by the Muhammadans ; but the coincidence is so remarkable, 
that, udld though it is, the speculation is too tempting to be 
dismissed without some notice. 

The legend relates that while Buddha was at the south- 
east ebrner, or position, the serpent king stood erect with 
expanded hoods over Buddha to protect him from the incle- 
mency of the weather ; this circumstance happened nowhere 
else, and is very remarkable, and the relative site in the 
Kutb too is marked by what is certainly very remarkable — 
the Minar itself. 

The following notes on the styles of architecture used 
in Delhi may not be out of place in a report like this. 
At the outset the subject may be divided under two heads, 
Hindu and Muhammadan. Of the former, no examples exist 
perfect, but from the remnants in the Kutb structures and 
Sultan Gdri’s tomb, some idea of it, as applied to religious 
purposes, may be formed. Of Hindu architecture, as applied 
to civil purposes, no remains exist. 

The principal features appear to be a colonnade of pillars, 
piled two and three on each other round a rectangle, 
inclosed by a wall pierced at intervals by openings. The 
colonnade need not necessarily have been continuous, but 
may have been broken up at intervals, forming detached 
shrines at intervals ; these shrines may further have been 
converted into cells by having walls built between the pillars, 
as is freq[uently seen in later examples elsewhere, but the 
principle is the same, of a series of shrines, ranged in regular 
geometrical figure round a great central temple. It is true 
no traces of a great central temple have yet been found in 
the Kutb, but one certainly existed in what is now Sultan 
Gdiri’s tomb, and exists to this day ; and, as before stated, I 
am most sanguine that, on a care^ examination of the inner 
courtyard, after stripping the irregular layer of stones which 
Muhammadan barbarism has spread, traces will be discovered 
of some central shrine. 

The openings in the surrounding walls need not neces- 
sarily have been all equal nor all equally spaced, but they 
must follow one definite regular law ; indeed, the most certain 
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characterisUc of Hindu arcliitectui’c, as exemplified in the 
Kutb, is the rigid adherence to definite laws and the re- 
jection of all false ornamentation. 

The pillars forming the colonnade appear to have been 
arranged in sets of ”2 or 3 over each other — never single— 
indeed, where a single pillar is of itself high enough for the 
pm’pose, its height is broken up by a sti’ongly marked line, 
whether in the shape of a rectangular block or in the more 
pleasing shape of an elaborate comice. 

This is a very unique and remarkable feature, and the 
Hindu architects took special 2 >abis to bring it into notice, 
by repeating this line inside and outside in every possible 
way. Whenever they required as support a pillar more than 
6 or 6 diameters in height, they adopted this expedient, and 
emphasised it to the utmost of their power ; -contrasting this 
with some modern and pseudo-classical styles, where atten- 
uated pillars with capitals and bases to imitate classical 
styles are used, there can be no doubt that the Hindu 
architects have solved the question how to use pillars more 
than 6 or 6 diameters in height in the most appropriate, 
honest, and elegant manner. 

This mode of solution has been arrived at also by 
Gothic architects whose bundles of thin reed-like pillars, 
with the ties at intervals looking like a bundle of reeds tied 
up, is merely a repetition of the Hindu tier, or tier-pillars, 
with blocks interposed in a different form. But whereas no 
special law governs the positions of the ties in Gotliic archi- 
tectme, the positions of the blocks in Hindu architecture is 
regulated by a simple and elegant law. This law consists 
in making the spaces between the blocks terms of a geome- 
trical series. 

The series, however, was not in all cases so simple. 
In the case of the Kutb Minar, the storeys are spaced 
by a law that depends on series within series. It may be 
called for ’ shortness an arithmetioo-geometrical series, as I 
have previously described. 

' Ho Hindu pillar exceeds 6 or perhaps 6 diameters in height. 
They do not in the plain ones slope from bottom up- 
wards. 

The tall fluted pillars in Sultan G&ri’s tomb are exceptions, 
but they appear to have been designed at a time when 
Grecian' or Greco-Bactrian influence in the arts had not 
died out. It will perhaps not be disputed that the Greek 
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colonists after Alexander’s expedition into India exercised a 
remarkable and powerful influence on Indian arts. Tbis 
influence is palpably felt in the sculptures disinterred at 
Matbm’a and elsewhere by General Cunningham, and 
appears gradually to have declined, after perhaps a tem- 
porary use, during the Greco-Bactrian ascendancy in Ma- 
thm’a. I have on other grounds inferred the priority in date 
of the original structure which, in its present form, is 
called Sultan Gfbri’s tomb over the original of the Kutb 
Masjid, and I now beg to submit that the inference then 
made is most strongly supported by this peculiarity in the 
style of its pillars. 

Why a certain combination of forms should appear beauti- 
ful and another ugly, depends on laws regulating the human 
mind, which are not known, though it is possible in future 
they may be discovered. This much is, however, worthy of 
notice, that the same expedient which, as adopted by Gothic 
architects, has proved successfol, is not the less successful as 
adopted by Indians. 

Hindu architects of pre-Muhammadan period appear to 
have used mortar as little as possible, except on the roof, to 
keep out water effectually, and in the floor as a substratum, 
they used it nowhere else ; in their walls my examination has 
failed to discover anything like mortar of lime or sfu’khi ; whe- 
ther we take the walls of the Lalkot or citadel of Anangp^, 
or the walls of the Thakiu’dwSra” (now Masjid) of Kutb, or 
Sultan GM’s tomb, not a particle of mortar can be found 
used as a binding material ; it is only used as a waterproof 
cement, and I am doubtful if even the coating of cement on 
the domes may not be the addition of the Muhammadans. 
In the walls of the fort the core is built of rubble set in 
mud or reddisli earth. In the temples, the same, wherever 
the walls are thick enough to have a core, but generally it 
appears that long headers were used of dressed stone, pene- 
trating through beyond the core, from either side, and the, 
interstices were filled with rubble carefully laid in earth. 
Q?he external faces of their walls (except the walls of the 
fort) were of carefully dressed stones, laid without any cement- 
ing material, and secured to each other by iron clamps. It 
is this absence of all material liable to decay or to support 
vegetable growth that has enabled structures of the Hindu 
period to exist almost as fresh as when first built, where not 
wilfully destroyed. 
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The ornamentation used hy the Hindus consisted of bands 
of cornice and carving, the first of a peculiar shape, from 
vrliich the curious looking turned up cornices of Tibetan 
and Indo-Chinese architecture appear to have been derived ; 
the form is 


A /-J" A _ 

the projecting pieces. A, being not continuous, but isolated 
pieces, as in front view. 



With this cornice were used massive plain mouldings, and 
sometimes over it a hand of. sculpture, surmounted by other 
thin lines of mouldings and cornices. Sculpture and carvings 
were used in profusion in internal ornamentation, but not 
always ; the roof stones, whether flat or circular, were carved 
sometimes in simple patterns, sometimes with complicated 
very elaborated designs and figures. 

It is impossible without a profusion of pictorial illustrations 
to give any definite sketch of the Hindu ornamentation as 
represented in the example at the Kutb. The tomb of Sultan 
G&ri (as it is now termed) is much less ornate, which may in- 
deed be inferred from its priority of date; there the ornamen- 
tation is confined to bands of simple patterns (such as lozenge) 
and cornices of the peculiar style noticed before, and the roof 
stones or dome stones are also plainly but elegantly cut into 
simple, but nevertheless peculiarly graceful shapes. It would 
appear further, that a bold cornice stone or eave once adorned 
the original Hindu structures, of which no remains now 
exist, but the existence of which originally may be inferred 
with certainty from the existence of brackets in the capitals 
of pillars, that could have served no other purpose but the 
one just indicated, fragments of slabs which bear a most 
striking resemblance to the broad projecting cornices as 
used in examples elsewhere, have been exhumed at the Eutb, 
though at the time not having seen them used anywhere. 
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I could nssign uo use for them in the Kutb structures. 
Such CJIYCS arc used to iho present day, and certainly pro- 
duce an amount of shadow very agreeable to i^o eye m this 
land of glaring sunshine, and u'hicli we look for in vain in 
{ he stylos of more northern countries. An cave over a closed- 
up window in the west outer face of the wall of the Kutb 
I^rasjid, which is evidently original Hindu, will give an 
idea how far the main eavc at the top must once have. 
projccled. 

Turning now to j^Iuhammadan architecture, I will take 
the liberty of using General Cunningham’s arrangement. 

The different styles may be classed under the follovung 
heads : — 

Isl: — Indo-PaihAn or Ghori, with ogee pointed arches 
in overlapping coinses, high front walls to masjids. 

2nd. — Khilji, or onialo PathAn horseshoe pointed arches, 
in radiating courses, elaborate ornament. ♦ 

3;v7. — Tughlak or stucco PathAn, straight pointed arches, 
sloping walls, plastered domes on low necks. 

4 fli. — ^AfgliAn, domes on tall octagonal necks. 

G///. — Early ^[ughal, domes on tall cylindrical necks. 

Glh. — Late* !Mughal, domes stone mosaic. 

It would be difficult to describe more graphically the 
different styles inl.roduced and elaborated by the Muham- 
madans in and about Delhi. It remains only to give in- 
stances and notice such other minor characteristics as 
occur. 

1st, Ghori or Indo-Pathan examples — Kutb Masjid, Iltit- 
mish’s tomb. 

The most prominent feaku’e of this style is the high 
front wall to the masjids, and arches of overl^ping stones. 
As on their first appearance in India, the Muhammadans 
were necessarily forced to employ Hindu workmen, who did 
not know how to build an arch of radiating stones, the arches 
of this period are necessarily of overlapping stones in com’ses ; 
but it is a noticeable fact which must be carefully borne in 
mind, that the Muhammadans did know to build true arches, 
for the courses of stones forming the arch are not all hori- 
zontal, but gradually slope, the slope increasing as the courses 
go upwards, never, however, becoming large enough to re- 
present the correct direction of the joint as it would be in 
a true arch. The following rough diagram will explain this 
better : — 
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The iniporlaucc of Ijcaring this in 
mind is clear, for it furnislies us ^Aith 
the most certain criterion by wliich to 
judge -whether an arch of overlapping 
stones -was constructed by the Hindus 
•without Muhammadan superintendence, 
or Avliether it was constracted by Hindu 
workmen under Muhammadan guidance. 

In a true Hindoo arch, it does happen that the top stone, 
which would be the key stone in a ti’ue arch, is cut with 
sloping beds, thus, but in no single - instance 
do the beds of the other courses slope, -with the 
slope gradually increasing in the luglier ones. 

The front wall of the Kutb Masjid is 
most elabomtely ornamented by carvings, but 
this does not appear to form an essential part . 
» of the style of the period. The ornamentation is exclusively 
Hindu in all respects, but the insertion of Arabic or other 
■writing in lieu of geometrical figures or flowers . or other . 
ornamental devices is a feature most essentially Muhamma- 
dan, and never attempted by the Hindus at any period. 
General Cunningham’s descripMon of the style seizes the one 
great point, wherein this style differs from all others. 

The high front wall out of all proportion to everything 
else, is the great feature of masjids of this period, and 
represents immense physical power, capable of achieving 
mighty results, but incapable of being sustained for any . 
-lengthened period, and unaccompanied by anything like high 
mental or moral attainments ; they are, in fact, the crea- 
tions of a race, strong, impetuous, incapable of sustained 
exertion, and impressed not with any high moral feelings or 
mental endowments, but by an overweening self-conceit, and 
our admiration in beholding their remains is the admiration 
which great physical power always extorts. 

In Hindu structm'es what we admire is, not the ex- 
pression of defiant strength, for such an expression is not 
conveyed by any Hindu steuctm’e I have ever seen, but 
the patient labour and the immense amount of careful 
thought bestowed on them. 

' When the. Muhammadans first permanently occupied a 
portion of India, they found a ready-made civilization, and 
ready-made remains of such, civilization; the artists and 
architects they employed had been trained in the Hindu 





nnti hnmv ihcir work ; tho fb«'rofon*, of tl»is 

orwlv }»rrj<Kl i< n c>»jnl>}n:jfton of Moicnnnuukin anti 

IltMiUi workinausluj* witli, in ino*.! inslnnco'., Hindu mate,* 
tiah, lln{ tins stalo uf fhinirf; could not In*-!. Hindu niatc- 
ria!" wouM juiturrdly krroinc oxhaustcil in (line, and artists 
t»r (lie «dd Hindti school would hccoinc more rare, while 
at tho sanu! Jitn** the ^^u‘•:dm^m populntioji incrcasini; both 
by inuniirn^t ion and by natural in«*r<’as(\ Muhnminndan work- 
iiii’U Would bc’rln to inako Ibcir appearrtnoo to supply the 
osT of njen of the Hindu *^clnjo}. Hititbts tofi would, 
in the int’Tvnl. baiic b'arnt a ;:ood tb*;d of what w'a*; known 
*o Mnlsanunadan*-’ in l■o!s•';ruc^ion. 

*J‘hc r.- - ult of ibis is tin* .Alai Darwa?.:! , it is proptwly only 
a transition ••*y|c, but Ucautifttl is tljo workinntisbip, tlie 
la-t < tfort of Hijidti nork!n<‘n, th.at it may well fake miik 
a.-: a * tylf in It’ < !f. Anoth.-r crcutnph' of this is Kbi/r Kbairs 
Mr.'iid, or the .Itimnat Khan Ma>-jid, near Xir-ntnnddin’s 
tojnh. 


lint cv< n in Alanddin’s lif«‘tinu* this si vie mav he said 

* » 

to have pn‘->"‘d au'ay, for the other struelnnw l•Jv.‘('tl•^l hy 
hint hchmu to th** third class or s'mvo Pathan. 'i*his is the 
first jMiuine Muhammadan style as seen at Delhi — Mnham* 
jnadrm hoth in de-i^n and execution — and here, as in the 
!ir-t styh', the rulint; exjtresshm of the hnildinj;.s is physical 
streinrih, but we lfM.e tbr asjiirlnir expression that, is con* 
\ey< {i by tlie first style, and its pbua* is supplied by an 
expression of stability : the nation bad, in fact, nuderi^ono 
a clumee in the interval. It was no loni^«T <!ompo«ed of 
tncti ea'^er to spread ibeir religion all over llic world, or to 
subjugate other nations. It bad formed fur it a threat, 
cmjdre, and was busy eonsrdidafintr it, and the structures of 
the period c<trreetly expr<*ss the feidjuus of the build<»rs. 
'I'in’" style is n<it a transition one, and with immaterial 
clnmtres, ^Ye can trace it from Alanddin’s time to (he time of 
the Ludis, a period of nearly 2tttt years. 

In this interval a ebance njipears slowly to have been 
takinir place, by \vbicb the sfrnetnrcs, without, losiu" tbeir 
other cbiiracterislics, were bavini? the (dement of beauty 
fiupcTadded. Thoui'bt was gnulually being: t>scd more and 
more, and at the close of the two centuries, it really docs ap- 
pear that the Muhammadans bad bit upon a styh^ of tlunr 
own, that introduced more of beauty and less of mass than 
they had done before; the buildings were not mere mountains 
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of rubble and mortar ; first small brackets, pendants, and 
other small decorations came to be made of stones exquisitely 
carved, and gradually larger parts were made of dressed and 
carved stone, but the principal, the ruling, feature of these 
was the harmony of colour. The carvedforms were not mere 
imitations' of Hindu ornamentation, but in an entirely new 
style, representing in a manner very remarkable the gradual 
assimilation (if such an expression may be used) of the . 
Hindu and Muhammadan elements in the empire. We can 
trace the development of this siyle from KamMi JainMi’s 
tomb and Moth-ke Masjid to its culmination in the beauti- 
ful Masjid of Pm’ana Xilah called Kila Kona Mosque. 

What the style would have finally, come to it is difficult to 
imagine, but its career was cut short by the Mughal 
irruption. 

The- Mughal dominion, for all architectural purposes, may 
he said to begin fi?om Akbar’s time. Baber, it is true, 
established himself in India, and even erected some buildings 
before this time, but his power and that of his son . lasted 
too short a period, and the period was too stormy for any 
permanent impression on the arts then existing. The style 
during Hum^yun’s troubled reign and right up to Akbar’s 
accession continued, what General Cunningham styles, Af- 
ghan or coloured Pathan. Prom Akbar’s accession com- 
mences the early Mughal style. 

Aibar himself made Agra his capital, and Delhi did 
not again become the capital till Shahjahan’s time ; accord- 
ingly examples of the early Mughal style are not to be found 
in Delhi. 

The late Mughal style begins with Shahjahan. Modern 
Delhi is full of examples of this style. 

The report now closes; it is by no means an exhaus- 
tive account of Delhi : it only attempts to supply what is 
wanting in previous accounts. All descriptions or notices' 
that can be found in other published works (at the head of 
which stand General' Cunningham’s report and Syad Ah- 
mad’s Asfi.r us San^did) have been rigidly excluded from 
this to avoid unnecessarily enkrging its bulk. As it is, the 
report is long, and may have been reduced by a better 
arrangement of the subjects and reasonings than I have been 
able to devise, and doubtless there is great room for improve- 
ment everywhere. I can only plead in extenuation my 
want of knowledge, and the necessity I have been under 
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of opposing and disproHng liitlierto received opinions on 
important points ; a task rendered none the easier by the 
great intricacy of the subject. To write an exhaustive report 
on Delhi demands an intimate knowledge of all previous 
researches, of the minutest details of all history and mytho- 
logy in any way connected with the subject, and of the 
civilization of the various people who have in any way 
exercised an influence on the arts, as shown by existing 
remains in the place ; and last, but not least, a thorough 
knowledge of the languages employed by these people. 
I cannot pretend to lay claim to more than the veriest frac- 
tional part of this immense amount of knowledge. 

Before concluding, I wish to acknowledge the obligations 
I am under to General Cunningham. Although aware that 
my views were opposed to his, he has nevertheless, with a 
spirit of great liberality, not only given me permission to 
state my views, but has assisted me with his advice and 
sustained me by encouragement ; and in opposing his views 
I have not forgotten the distance between him — the foremost 
of the highest authorities on Indian Archaeology — and myself, 
a learner of the science of which he is master. I have only 
tried to do what, rightly or wrongly, I consider a duty. 

J. D. BBGDAB;, 

Assistant Arcliceological Survey of India, 




HEPORT ON AGUA, WITH NOTICES OE SOME OE THE NEIGH- 
BOURING PLACES, BY MR. A. C. L. CARLLEYLE, 
ASSISTANT, ARCHJSOLOGICAL SURVEY. 


I.— HISTORICAL NOTICES. 


1. — Hikdd Period. 

AIere conjecture as to wliat Agra was during the Hindu 
period, previous to the first Muhammadan occupation of it 
by the later Pathans and first Mughals, may be of but little 
value, hut it may eventually prove to be of some use simply 
to record what may be gathered from traditions, and the 
writings of former or older Anglo-Indian ArchEeologists, 
on the subject. 

Agra is the Hindu name of the place, Agrah the later 
Aluhammadanised form of the name, and the purely Aluhain- 
madan name of the place {now disused) is Akharahad^' 
which, of course, only dates from the time of Akbar (A. D. 
170 ). 

A belief appears to have been entertained by several 
former writers of note, on subjects connected with Indian 
History and Archajology (such as Tod), that the Agra of the 
Hindu period was originally settled by, and named after, the 

AgarwaV’ race, a tribe of wiiom remnants are still found 
at Agaroha, to the west of Delhi, and in the region of 
Bundelkhand, and certain parts of Kajputana, and also in 
a place caUed ** Aggar” in Alalwa. If so, and they had 
Kings of their own, they must either have been prior to 
the ancient sovereigns (of another race) of the kingdom ci 
Mathtira^ which comprised Agra, or else they must iisTe 
been posterior to them : or, on the other hand, if th^ wsre 
contemporary, then the Agarwal chiefs of Agra musi iisv? 
been subject to the sovereigns of Alathura. 
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There is little doulat, however, that whatever Agra was— 
whether great or little — ^it must, even if it had such an 
existence during the Hindu period, have been a place of 
much more modern origin, and of comparatively little conse- 
quence, as compared to time-honoured Mathura of ancient 
fame. 

It is not even yet satisfactorily decided what was the real 
origin of the name of Agra. 

Of the several theories extant on this subject, I may at 
least mention the three following : — 

(1.) — That it was once the capital of an ancient Indian 
King called ‘^Aggrames^’ [quasi, Ag-gram-eswar, or Ag-JRam~ 
eswar'\ mentioned by Quintus Ourtius. 

(2.) — Either that it was named after the “ AgarwaV* tribe, 
or that the Agarwals and Agra both derived their name from 
one and, the same source, but independently, namely, from 
the locality, supposing it to have been previously known as 
Agat\ or Agwar, whence Agwara, contracted to Agwra and 
Agra, and Agwar-wal, contracted, to Agurwal. 

(3.) — ^That the name was derived from the salme efflores- 
cence from the soil, and the brackish nature of the spring 
water in the locality, as there is a Hindu word 
signifying a salt pit, — and the actual saline character of the 
soil about Agra somewhat bears out this idea. 

Now, to consider these conjectures seriatim : — ^if indeed 
the king called Aggrames was connected with Agra at all 
(which even is in no way certain), and if his name contained 
that of the town, then his name must have been Ag-grani- 
esa, for Ag-gram-eswar, that is, the lord of the town of 
iire, and the name of his capital would be Ag-gram, that 
is, fire town. This interpretation would lead us to consider 
whether the Ag-raj of the Puranas might not have been a 
sovereign of what is now Agra, and perhaps the same as the 

Aggrames of Quintus Ourtius. 

Ag-raj would be a very likely founder of a place called 
** Agra,’’ for Ag-raj {i. e., Ag-Baja) simply ai^m&e&fire-Jeing, 
or king of fire ; that is either, one whose race was fabled to 
have been produced from the element of fire, in the same 
manner as certain Rajput tribes are fabled to be descended 
from the sun and others from the moon, [and the existence of 
four Agnilmla {or fire-race) tribes of Rajputs in India is 
well known, or else a king who was a chief of fire-worship- 
pers, or a king of ..a place called. Ag or Agr. Ag is only 
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the inodeni Hindu contraction of the Sanskrit word Agn% 
and tlicreforc (as the name of a king) would be nearly 

synonimous ndth Agmmitra» But Ag-raj might also signify 
the raj^ or realms or Jcingdom of “ Ag,'* or fire ; and may 
thus, also, have been the original name of Agra, 

If, on the other hand, the original name of the place were 
Agwara, or Agioar, it would signify an enclosure for fire , — 
the place of fiLre,*— a place or quarter set apart for the sacred 
fire, or fire-worship. 

Lastly, if the name of Agra were derived from agar, a 
sail j)it, it may well be asked why such a term should be spe- 
cially applied to it, for it would be still more applicable to 
several places not very far 'off, such as Jaleysur, &c., and 
equally applicable to Mathura and the neighhom’hood of 
Delhi. But there is another origin for the name of Agra ; for 
“ agr or agra (derived from the Sanskrit) signifies g}rioi\ 
or first, ■WhcncQ Agra might signify the p7vo?*, or c«Yy. 
Dinalty, agar, in Sanskrit, signifies a house or habitation. 

With regard to a later or middle Hindu period, I have a 
suspicion that the Guhila, or Gehlote dynasty of Mewar, 
anay once have held sway over Agra. At least upwards of 
two thousand small silver coins wore dug up at Agra in 1869, 
all bearing an inscription, in an ancient western form of the 
Sanskrit character, which I read plainly as Guhila Sri, or 
Si'i Guhila. These might possibly be coins of Sri Goha- 
■dit, or Guhila, the founder of the Gehlote dynasty of 
Mewar, A. D. 750, if it were not that the characters 
which compose the inscription on these coins appear to me 
to be of too ancient a form for such a late date as A. D. 760. 
Could these coins, then, possibly be attributable to the earlier 
Goha, or Qrahaditya, of the same race, the son of Siladitya, 
and the first of the Gehlote, or Sesodia, branch of the 
expelled dynasty of Balhara, Balabhi, or Saurashtra, the 
exact date of whose reign is not certain, but who pro- 
bably lived about the sixth century of the Christian era ? 
The sway of the sovereigns of Sam-ashtra was, at one time 
at any rate, almost extensive enough to have extended to 
Agra. It is, of course, just possible, though not very 
probable, that these two thousand coins of Guhila Sri 
■may have been brought to Agra by some ancient traveller, 
or emigrant, from either Mewar or Saurashtra, in the time 
and during the reign of that king. But this is a mere 
supposition, and it is much more probable that these coins 
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were current in Agra during tlic reign of Guliila ; for it is 
quite possible that other coins of the same king, or dynasty, 
may have, at times, been found at Agi-a wliicli I have not 
seen. 

General Ounningliam*' figured and described an ancient 
Narwar coin bearing the name of Sri Gnhila Tati; and 
althougli the style of the coin is very different from those of 
Guliila found at Agra, still the style of the characters in 
the inscription on the Narwar coin bears a certain degree 
of resemblance to the style of the characters in tlie inscrip- 
tion on the' Agra coins. But four coins of a remarkably 
similar type and style of Pasupati, the son of ToranKMia, 
were obtained by General Cunningham in the same part 
of the country; and he conjectured, therefore, that this 
coin ' of Gtihila Pati belonged to a member of the satiie 
family ( i. e., that of Toramana and Pasupati). Now Tora- 
mana is believed to have reigned between A. D. 260 and 
285, and • Pasupati between A. D. 285 and 310. If, 
therefore, Guhila Pati was a member of the same family, 
— say, a son, or immediate descendant of Pasupati — ^then 
Guhila Pati must have reigned in the fourth or fifth 
century of the Christian era. Lastly, if the Guhila Sri, 
of the coins found at Agra, might be identifiable with 
the Sri Guhila Pati of Narwar, then the Guhila Sri 
of the Agra coins must also have lived in the fourth or 
fifth century, and would, therefore, be anterior by Moo cen- 
turies to the Gdha, or Grahaditya of the Gehlote .Sesodia 
line. And I must say this older date corresponds better 
with the style of the characters in the inscription on the 
Agra coins. 

Again, as bearing on the ether side of the argument, 
.1 have now to mention that, on the right bank of the 
•river, about three miles above the fort, there is the site 
of an ancient garden palace called the garden and palace 
of Raya Bhoj 1 Certain intelligent educated Hindus in 
Agra say that it is traditionally held to have been a palace 
,of the Raja Bhoj of Malwa of the fifth to sixth century ; 
■but at any rate all . agree as to the fact that this garden 
palace of Baja Bhoj was in existence precious to -the 
AlUhammadan conquest of this part of the country. I.am, 
•however, inclined to think that the Baja Bhoj who built this 


* Benjgal Asiatic Society’s Journal— 1865— p. 122 , 
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garden palace at Agra may Iiave been tbe Bhoja, the 
successor of Gnhila, or Sri Gohadit, of the Gehlote dynas- 
ty of Mewar. If that might be the case, then this would 
accoimt for the two thousand and odd small silver coins of 
Gvhila Sri which were dug up at Agra in 1869; and we 
might thus suppose that Gnhila Sri and his successor 
JShoJa once ruled over Agra. 

But when we talk of the existence of an ancient Agra 
dming the Hindu period, are wo sure that the Agra which 
now is, or as it has been since the Muhammadan period, is 
at all on the same site as the older Agra of the Hindu period ? 
^lay not that more ancient Hindu Agra have been on quite 
a different site from the present city ? May it not, like 
Delhi, have been removed to a fresh site with each new or 
succeeding dynasty, or in consequence of changes which 
took place in the com’se of the river Jamna ? 

Nothing— especially in India — has tended more to cause 
the gradual shifting or removal of the sites of cities situated 
on or near rivers, than the changes which have frequently 
taken j)lace in the course of the Indian rivei's, some of 
which changes of river courses have been effected grad- 
ually, trending or eating away the tanks of a river in one 
particular dhcction, others nith fickle variations, sometimes 
on one side and sometimes on another, and others again 
occurring suddenly during some excessive flood of water in 
a river. 

Now, about ten or eleven miles to the south-east of Agra, 
there is an ancient deserted bed of the river Jamna, now dry, 
but which is even still occasionally partly flooded dming the 
rainy season, when the river is high. This old bed of the 
river is about a mile and a half in width in some parts, and 
is probably somewhere about twenty miles in length between 
its two furthest extremities. The road from Agra to Pateh- 
abad crosses this ancient bed of the Jamna as an arrow 
crosses a bow, at the distance of about ten and a half miles 
from Agra, towards the south-east, near a village called 
Kolara, situated on the old left bank of this ancient river 
bed. Prom Kolara, this old bed runs both eastwards and 
westwards, but divides off into two branches south-east- 
wards. It extends from Kolara to two villages called Tha- 
noma and Bisan, where it meets the present course of the 
river Jamna; but it branches off fm’ther southwards to a 
village called “ iVar,” where it also meets the present course 
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of the river in . direction. How far it extends in the 
other direction from Koldra "westwards, I do not exactly 
know, hut apparently several miles. We have thus, here, 
an old bed of the river Jamna, about a mile and a half in 
width, more or less, and extending for a distance of probably 
somewhere about twenty miles in length. Judging by na- 
tural appearances, I should certainly he of opinion that this 
old deserted river bed was occupied by the waters of the river 
Jamna, and was the course pursued by it during the exist- 
ence of the ancestors of the present Hindu race of inhabi- 
tants ; that is, during the early part of tlie Hindu period. 
How, if that were the case, and if an ancient city of Agra 
existed at that period, then ‘ it would probakly have been 
situated on the banks of that ancient bed of the river, ten 
miles distant to the soutJi of the present city of Agra, and 
NOT where the more modem city of Agrah, or Alcbarabad, 
is now situated. Por traces of the original site of ancient 
Hindu Agra, therefore, we must, I think, look in the neigh- 
bourhood of the locality I have indicated above, and not 
anywhere within the range of the present city. 

Thej^r^ of Akbar at Agra has been supposed by some 
to have been built on the site of a more ancient Kindth 
work ; but this is doubtful. 

The Bddalgarh is by some supposed to have been either 
oh or near the site of the present fort, while others say 
that it was on the inhabited high ground within the city of 
Agra, now called the Lodi-Khan-ha-TUa. Apparently, the 
.Bddalgarh: must originally have been founded by Hmdus, 
hut was appropriated by, added to, and strengthened by, the 
Lodi sovereigns.* 

3.— muhajnoiadan period^ 

The house of Lodi appears to have been the first of the 
Muhammadan dynasties of India who made Agra their occa- 
sional residence. Before the time of the Lodis,' Agra is 
said to have constituted a perganah of Bi&na. 

Sikandar bin Bahlol Lodi died at Agra in A. H. 923 
(A. I). 1515). It might be supposed, therefore, that he 
was interred at Agra ; but I have not been able to discover 


* A’bfe ly General Ctinninyliami — The name of Badalgarh is almost certainly a Hindn ' 
one, as the lower outwork of Qwaliar Fort is, also called Eddalgarh, and is said to have 
been built by Bddal or Badar Sinb, the brother of Baja Kalyan Mall, about A. D. 1475. 
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Iiis tomh, altliougli I have made diligent seai’ch for it.* 
He is said to have strengthened and added to the fort of 
JBftdnlgarli. 

Of llie residence of the Lodi family at Agra, the BA,dalgarli 
no longer exists, hut there are two vestiges remaining, 
namely, the Baradari (palaec) near Silcandra, and the Lodi- 
Khan-Jea-THa. The Baradari, was built, as a palace, by 
Sikandar Lodi in A. D. 1495. It is a square building of 
rod sandstone, 1 42 feet 6 inches each side, and comprises 
two storeys witti a vault below ; the ground floor contains 
about forty chambers or apartments.! Each corner of the 
building is surmounted by a short ornamental octagonal 
tower. This building is commonly known as the Mauso- 
leum of Eegam IMariam, because Akbar interred his Portu- 
guese Chrisl-ian Queen Mary here. Her tomb is in the 
vault below, and there is also a white marble cenotaph in 
the centre of the upper storey. The Bhradari is now 
occupied by a portion of the establishment of the “ Orphan 
Asylum” of Agra, It was from Sikandar Lodi that the 
suburb near Agra, called Sikandra, received its name, — * 
an origin now nearly lost sight of by most people, who 
liear only of the splendour of the tomb of Akbar which 
is at Silcandra, and which alone has tended to make the 
locality so famous. The Lodi-Khan-ka-Tila (or Lodi Khan 
moimd)i situated in Agra, itself is, as its name implies, a 
mere mound now, composed of the debris of former edifices. 
There are, however, still some few remains of the founda- 
tions of old walls visible on the spot. It is now quite 
built over nith modern houses and streets, and is, except 
in its name, undistinguish able from the rest of the city 
of Agra. Some say that the Lodi-Khan-ka-Tila, occupies 
the site of the BUdalgarh. 

I am, however, doubtful as to whether this latter spot was 
really the site of a residence of one of the royal family 
of Lodi. Erom the name Lodi-Khan-ka-Tila, I should 
rather be inclined to suppose it may have been a residence 
of Khan Khanan Lodi, who was a famous general under 
both B^bar and Humfl,yim. There was also a Khan Jahan 
Lodi, a general in the service of Jahangir. 


* Note ht/ Ocncral Cunningham . — Synd Ahmnd places the tomb of Sikandar Lodi at nellii. 
near the Mnusolcuin of Safdar Jang. The nssigniucut is very probable, ns the building 
ccrlninly belongs to the Lodi Pnllian style, 

t Sec Plate XI for n plan of this curious building. 
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Agra wks a royal residence in the time of Ibrahim Lodi, 
as -well as of his father Sikandar., B^har took possession of 
Agra (as well as Delhi) in May 1626, after having defeated 
Ihrahiin, son of Sikandar Lodi. 

Bilhar is said to have had a garden palace on the other 
or south-east side of the Jamna from Agra, nearly opposite 
the Taj. I have examined that locality, and I find that the 
space on the river hank immediately and exactly opposite 
the Taj was formerly occupied by a garden, or garden resi- 
dence, called Mehtdh Khan, ha Bagh, or the garden resi- 
dence of Mehtdh Khan ; and the ground is still known hy 
that name. It was on this ground that Shah Jahan is said 
to have intended to build a mausoleum for himself, which 
was to have corresponded to the Taj across the river oppo- 
site. The former extent of this garden, on the river front, 
is indicated by two ornamental comer towers, sm’mounted 
hy cupolas, on the hank of the river, one of which is in a 
pretty perfect condition, and the other in a state of ruin. 

The distance between the two towers gives a frontage of 
about 960 feet, while the garden extended back 1,000 feet. 
Nearly at the back, or rear, of this site of the garden resi- 
dence of Mehtdh Khan, but a little to the west, there is a 
small village commonly called Kaehpura’* but a former 
name of which, I believe, was Shehhpnra. In the centre of 
this village there stands a lofly ruined building, which tow- 
ers high above the houses of the villagers. This is an an- 
cient Masjid of Humdyun’s time of peculiar form. This 
building is properly a Masidj and not a Masjid^ as it has 
no side-wing W£dls, and it has no taj, or outer projection, 
behind the central hihla apse.* It has one deep but narrow, 
great central recess or compartment entered by a high arch, 
and domed in the centre with but one af)se or small recess 
in its west wall. At each side of this central compartment 
the building is lower and broken up into smaller chambers, 
four on each side. This Masjid is 93 feet in length by 
about 35 feet in depth. The domes are low, and are not 
perceptible exteriorly. On entering the central compart- 
ment, I found two inscriptions, one on the west wall, over 
the hihla apse, and the other on the left side wall. There 
had been another slab of stone with an inscription on the 
right side wall, but it was taken away some time ago by a 


* Soc Plate XII Tor a plan of this masjid. 
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Muhammadan to put in some other Masjid, from whence 
it unfortunately fell into the river Jamna and was lost.- 
The central inscription reads as follows : — 


P-'C ^ ' 

g* ci ^,0 A.^ Ai • ^j) cUj) 

irv 


The following is a translation of the inscription ; — 

“ This auspicious floor and roof were huilt by the power- 
ful decree and command of Muhnmmad Humfi-yun, the 
Sovereign of the Domain of the Daith (the foundation of 
which may it he exalted as the heavens.) The date of 
the completion of this [building] is indicated hereunder. 
The Sovereign of the Itegion of the Eaith, Muhammad 
I[urafi,y un — 937 ’ ’ 

The letters which compose the last five words aA 

according to the Abjad, give the date 937 ; hut this 
necessitates the omission of theaZ^in the name of Humayun, 
for which reason it is written as (Rumeyun). 

And at the end of the above there follows : — “ The writer 
and composer of this was ShitAb. May his sins be for- 
given.” 

The inscription on the left hand wall is as follows : — 
vv^. j yiA) 

•* •• ^ * •t •# 


(_jl>uS> ^'i]j j AaIsU aXjTcJjIj ojj^ 

“This place is like unto a pure and holy heart. The 
denial of the pmaty is a sufficient wrong. In like manner, 
as this [place] was completed by the labours of this Khawc^, 
so the date will be found out by this endeavour to veil it.” 
(The latter term used is which gives the date, 

according to the Abjad,"©! 937.) And at the side of this 
there follows : — “ Let it above all things he remembered 
that all foundations must in time he destroyed. The writer 
and composer of these verses was ShitAh.” • 

In the first of these inscriptions, we learn that the Masjid 
in question was huilt by HumAyun in the year A. H. 937, 
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wMcli was also the year of his father Ba,har’s death I Now 
a spot on which HumUyun laid the foundation of a’ Masjid 
in the same year in which his father died would he likdy 
to he near the garden palace which his father BS-har is said to 
have huUt near Agra, which would also, in all prohahility, 
he the first residence of his son Humftyun at Agra. I there- 
fore considered that I had thus found a clue to the position 
of the site of B^thar’s garden palace. 

Now the Mehtdb Khan ha Bagh is exactly opposite the 
■Taj ; hut the Masjid of Humhyun is not exactly opposite the 
Taj, hut a little off to one side, or a little more westerly in 
its position. It is about opposite the north-ioest corner of 
the Masjid. which stands at the west side of the Taj. The 
Masjid of Hum^iyun is therefore quite. cleai\ and separate 
from the Mehtdb Khan ha Bagh. Then, immediately to the 
west and south-west of the Masjid of - Humdyun, and extend- 
ing thence down to the edge of the river, there is a large 
extent of ground, commonly called the Char or Ghaliar 
Bagh) covered with the traces of walls, and the foundations 
of large edifices, the latter probably the sites of the detach- 
ed pavilions of a garden palace, — with a few fragments of 
carved stone, lying here and there, and bricks scattered 
about. And there are also several old loells, of very large 
size, elaborately constructfed, one of which (near the river), 
of' the kind called a haori,' has a flight of steps, or stair, 
leading up to it, out out of one single huge stone. In this 
well also there is a defaced inscription in Arabic. The whole 
extent of ground here is also strewed with fragments of 
glazed pottery, blue and green glazed tiles, and bits of old 
Delhi china. Along the whole frontage of this extent of 
ground, also, there is an old wall, running along the river 
side, banking the river out. There are ^so various signs 
indicating the former existence of an extensive garden here. 
This ground, therefore, I think, there is good reason to beheve, 
must have been the site of the residence or palace precincts 
of B^bar and Hum^yun. At any rate, Qhahar Bagh is 
one of the traditional names of the garden palace construct- 
ed by B&bar at Agra.* It is situated exactly opposite the 
partly vacant ground between the Taj and the fort. I 

* See Seal Chand’s Tafrih ul Imarat, and Raja Rain’s Tamirat Agrah. The former 
says that Babar did not complete this palace, but left orders with his son to finish it, who was 
prevented from doing so by sickness, I believe, however, that Hnnidynn most have completed 
it, and also that he lived in it, ns there is a Masjid bnilt by him in - the neighbouring village 
of Xacbpnra. 
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measured tlie extent of this ground, as ■well as it was pos- 
sible to do; and I found the extent of river frontage to 
amount to about 2,860 feet, and the breadth, back from the 
river, to be 1,200 feet. On this ground there are the sites 
(but nothing more than the traces of sites) of seven build- 
ings, the largest of which is 159 feet square. There are the 
remains of four towers in the line of the wall, and there 
are nine wells. A plan of this grpund will accompany this 
report. 

The river here takes a sharp turn northwards, past the 
fort ; and near the railway station, nearly opposite to the 
"north-eastern angle of the fort (which is to the north of the 
water gate), I noticed the remains of the foundations of a 
largo square building. This is commonly called the " Battis 
Khamhha.'* It is situated immediately to the north-west of 
the ground which I have identified above as the site of 
B&,bar’s and Hum^yun s garden palace. This building may 
possibly have been a pavilion at a gh^Lt, or a landing place 
attached to the north-west end of the garden palace of 
BSlbar 1 

Certain investigations also, which I made after the dis- 
covery that the Masjid at Kachpura had been built by 
Eum%un in the year of Bl,bar’s death, have led me to be- 
lieve that the city of B5,bar and Humhyun occupied a position 
a short distance further back between the two sides of the 
great bend of the river to the north-east (and on the same 
side or left bank of the river). In indicating the locality 
which I am about to describe, the following points will 
require to be borne in remembrance. About a mile to the 
east of Kachpura, and near the river bank, there is a small 
village, in a clump of trees, called " Susainpur,’* and about 
half a mile beyond that, in the same direction, is the locality 
I am about to describe. Again, about two miles to the east 
of the railway station and the pontoon bridge and the 
tomb of Itimad-ud-Daulah, on the Aligarh and Shekoha- 
bad BiOad, there is a large •village called Nunihai,*’ which, 
and the neighbourhood immediately surrounding it, I have 
been told, is traditionally reputed to have been a site of a 
former and older city of Agra, and which is still surrounded by 
nunierous mounds, or tilas, covered with bricks and the traces 
of foundations of ancient buildings ; and immediately due south 
of this, at about the distance of a mile on the bank of the river, 
is the site of an ancient garden palace called the “ Achanak 
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Bagh'* Here I found that an area of 724 feet hy; 706 feet had 
been surrounded by a wall,— now destroyed, with the excep- 
tion of a small, portion on each side of the ruined entrance 
gateway, — Shaving a tower at each of the four comers, of 
which thp remains of two are still standing at the river side. At 
the centre of the river frontage, I discovered, on a square raised 
mound, the traces of the walls of a large building, or palace, 
100 feet in length hy 76 feet in breadth. The walls here 
have been entirely razed to the ground and removed ; but 
tmdemeath, facing the river beloWf there is the remains of a 
lower storey, consisting of ruinous vaulted chambers, now 
frequented by fishermen, and immediately in front of these 
there is a ghfit, or wharf, of masonry, 82 feet in length by 
44 feet in breadth, with two fiights of steps in fi’ont leading 
down to the water. On this the fishermen now spread their ' 
nets. In the centre of the great enclosm’e, about 300 feet 
to the rear of the site of the palace building, there is still 
standing the ruined remains of a domed building 26 feet 
square, but of which only about one-third is now standing. 
At regular distances of 131 feet from and round the xemains 
of this central-domed building, and at intervals of about the 
same distance from each other, there are eight small raised 
platforms of masonry, — one between the site of the palace ' 
and the central domed building, another between the cen- 
tral domed building and the entrance gateway, and the other 
six ranged at equal distances on each side of these. At one 
of the side walls to the south-west from the site of the palace, 
and 73 feet distant, back, from one of the towers at the river 
front, there is an oblong-shaped building standing, which was 
evidently a cistern into which, water was raised from outside, 
either for a bath or for purposes of irrigation ; and at the 
opposite side wall, in a simflar position, there are traces of 
the foundations of another building corresponding to the 
former. At the centre of the rear wall of the great enclo- 
sure (or at. the centre of the side farthest from the river), 
there is the remains of an entrance gateway in a very 
ruinous state, which building measured 44 feet in length 
by 27 feet in breadth. The outer part of it is occasionally 
' occupied by some peasants who cultivate the neighbouring 
fields. 

This garden palace is said to have been occupied by a 
Begam, or Princess, called " AchanaJc Begamf at the time 
when there was a former city of Agra where Nunihai not7 is. 
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This locality, ' generally, certainly appears to me to be 
the most probable site for the city of B^bar and Humayun, 
aiid if so, I believe that the old or former city of Agra, 
which people say was situated where Nunihai is, was the 
city of Bdbar and Humdyun ; while, on the other hand, 
I believe that the numerous razed sites which occupy an 
extensive tract of ground to the west of the Masjid of 
Humhyun at Kachpura, and between that and the railway 
station, or the disused roadway to the old bridge of boats, 
indicate the position and represent the sites of the palace 
precincts of Bdbar and Humdyun. I think, therefore, that 
we may suppose that the whole tract of ground from the 
river on each side to Nunihai, from the river at Kachpura 
to near the railway station, and from Kunihai to the old 
disused roadway which ran down to the old bridge of boats 
at the back of the railway station, was at one time occupied 
by what was the city of Agra, generally, in the time of 
Bdbar and Humdyun. 

There is, however, another locality on the same side (or 
left bank) of the river, which I examined, where it is said 
that, in former days, two princesses dwelt, and which 
appeared to me to have at least an equal claim to represent 
the site of a garden palace in the time of Bdbar, more 
especially as there is some stoiy extant to the effect that 
it was originally constructed by B&^^bar as a residence for 
one of his daughters. It is rdigarly called the “ Zera 
Bagh” or ** Ze,ra Mahal , but properly the " Zahara Bagh** 
or " MahaV’ It is now occasionally frequented by native 
visitors from the chcumstance of there being a small tomb 
of a Muhammadan saint, or martyr, called Muhammad 
Shahid,^^ in the grounds, but this tomb is of much later 
date than the founding of the garden or palace. This 

Zahara Bagid’ Vixid ‘‘ MahaV’ is situated on the bank of 
the river, hnmediately between the Ram Bagh and the 
Chini ka Roza ; and it is apparently the most extensive of 
all the still existing ancient palatial garden enclosures 
that lie on the 'banlcs of the river Jamna at or in the 
neighbourhood of Agra. It has a river frontage of no less 
than 1,234: feet, including two towers (one of which m 
still standing surmounted by a cupola, and the other is 
ruined) which marked the boundary at each comer of the 
river frontage ; and it extends backwards from the river 
for a distance of 1,095 feet, where the remains of the fo'un- 

0 
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dation of the andient entrance gateway may still he traced. 
The architecture of the ruined palace is hot in the usual. 
Mughal style of the time of Akbar, Jahangir, and Shah 
J ahan, but rather in the ruder, more massive, and not lofty, . 
transition style, which leads us from, the architecttu’e of 
the later Pathans to that of the first of the Mughals. The 
palace originally formed a quadrangle, open at the centre 
of each side, of 123 feet by 142 feet. One corner* of this 
quadrangle (or about one-fom’th of the whole) has been destroy- 
ed and razed to the ground, hut the remainder is still stand- 
ing and roofed, though in a very dilapidated condition. In 
the centre of the great quadrangle there is a square sunken 
area, which may have been an ornamental tank, with a 
low round stone pillar in the centre. Prom the bottom of this, 
there evidently was an outlet for water, by a passage through 
a lower vaulted front ground storey which faces the river, 
and in fr’ont of which, below, there is a broad platform, of 
gh^lt, 160 feet in length and 64 feet in breadth, with Wo 
flights of stairs descending in the centre to the river, and 
with a plain low round buttress tower at each front corner. 
■A grand avenue, of nearly 900 feet in length, leads from the 
public road at the back of the garden to the palace. At the 
commencement of this avenue, near the public road, there 
formerly stood the grand gateway (now destroyed), 65 feet 
in breadth by 60 feet in depth, with an entrance passage of 
•10 feet in breadth. The avenue then extends for 131 feet, 
until it widens out into an open space of 66 feet square. It 
then extends again for 261 feet, and again widens out into a 
square open space, with a raised octagonal masonry plg-tform 
in the centre, 30 feet in diameter. Again the avenue ex- 
tends for 283 feet, and again widens out into a square open 
space, with a raised square masonry platform in the centre, 
of 27 feet each side. The avenue then extends for 94 feet 
more, until it reaches the raised ground, or platform, on 
which the palace stands, whence there is 61 feet more to 
the palace. At the north-east corner of the walled garden 
enclosure there is a fine octagonal-shaped tank, or pond, 
built of masonry, of which the diameter is 117 feet, and 
each of the sides 44 feet. 

This garden palace, as I said before, is commonly called the 
**Zerat’ or ^*Za7iara BagV* or *‘jifa7iaU* Kow Za7dr-ud-din 
was the title of Bfibar, and I think it not at all improbable 


• ». e,, the nortli-caet corner is destroyed. 
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(hal “ nioy l)c simply a A'lilgar corruption of Za1m\ 
and Hint the proper and original name of ibis garden palace 
may have been Zahir Bagh or Mahal. 

The above were my own conjectures, derived from personal 
ohsciwaiion, ns to tlic probable site of the garden palace of 
Bilbar ; but my conjcci.urcs have been confirmed by enquhics 
of several intelligent and influential Muhanimadaus of Agra. 
It seems that the garden palace vulgarly called the “ Zera 
Bagh^’ was acfaallg a work of BA bar’s, and thatitspropcrnanie 
is Zahara Bagh, and that, it was so named, not after BAbar’s 
title, Zahir-iuUdtn, hut after one of BAbar’s daughters, called 
“ Zahara Begam.'' There is, however, another garden bear- 
ing a somewhat similar name, of very great extent, on the 
jircsenf Agra side of the river, biit at some distance from it, 
belAvccu Sultanpur and Khawnspura, and near the barracks 
of the cantonments. This garden is called Zchra Bagh, 
though it is sometimes vulg-irly called the Bchra Bagh'' by 
(he common people; the name commencing with the letter 
(o) (~n0i 'vhich may be easily mistaken for dal (j). This 
garden is said to have been constructed by BAbar, and named 
after another of lu’s daughters, while others attribute it to Shah 
Jahan. This is by far the largest remains of an ancient 
garden anywhere near Agi*a, it being no less than 3,8d!0 feet 
in length by 2,001 feet in breadth. The walls and gates have 
been destroyed and removed, but the remains of their foun- 
dations may still be plainly traced. About 209 feet within 
the western side of this enclosure, there is the remains of a 
large tank. Of feet 0 inches square, which is now filled up 
with earth, and in the centre of this there is a chahntra, or 
raised plat form of masonry, 4-1 feet square, on which there are 
(tocos of the foundations of a building, probably a pavilion, 
which is traditionally remembered as the “ Salchin Ilahal." 
It is said that (here were originally sixty tcells connected Avith 
this garden ; of these there arc nine remaining ; the largest 
of these wells is a short distance without the western side of 
this enclosure ; the raised masonry around this Avcll has sixteen 
sides exteriorly, and forms an enclosing wall round the well 
of nine feet seven inches in thickness. It is said that fifty- 
two people at once coidd draw water from this well. Within 
the west side of the enclosure there are four aa'^cUs, and the 
two western corner toAvers (now destroyed) also contained 
AA'ells. There are two more wells, a short distance without 
the eastern side of the enclosure, next to the cantonments. 
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Now llio qiu?stion is, worn ciMior of thosn I wo gordcMis, or 
garden palaces, the ” Zaharn Jiaf/h'*' and (he " Zebra Jiaffh** 
the acliial residence of Bft])ar, or were they merely con- 
structed for the use of his daughters? lam inclined to 
think that W\<i ** Zahara MakaV' on the hank of the ollujr 
side of the river may Jiave been an actual residence of 
!Bi\har, hut that the Achanal: JSagk near Nunilmi was 
probablj” the site of the ,/?>%/ femporar// residence of Babar, 
immediately after he took Agm and assumed the sovcrcigntj'. 

Achanchaki' or “ Achauk,*^ in Hindi, signifies of a /Hidden^ 
and might thus indicate such an hipromplti residence hun-ied- 
ly constructed, as I have ventured to attribute to Babar on 
liis first capture of Agm. Kow the “ Achaual: Jiagld' is 
close to the village of Nnnihai, which, as I have before 
stated, is surrounded by mounds of debr/s and other remains 
of a former city of Agra, and this within a reasonably 
short distance from the Masjid of Unmhj'un at the Tillage 
of Kachpura ; and this site of a former city of Agm at 
Nunihai is situated about the centre of a broad tongue of 
land which runs between the two sides of a great loop or 
bend of the river Jarana, the apex of which is about opposite 
the centre of the fort of Agra. Counting from the apex 
of this bend of the river, and looking eastwards, the 
“ Achanah Bagid' lies about two and a half miles down 
the right side of the bond of the river, while the “ Zahara 
BagU* lies on the other side of the tongue of land, nearly, 
or about, two miles up the left side of this bend of the 
river, and the village of Nunihai also lies at the distance 
of some two and a half miles about the centre of this 
tongue of land, which divides the two gardens apart. A 
line therefore, if run cross this broad tongue of land 
from the Zahara Bagh^* to the **Achanah Baghf would 
very probably run through the village of Nunihai, which 
lies in the middle. We may therefore suppose that this 
former city of Agra extended around where Nunihai now 
is, and across to the two sides of the bond of the river, 
on either side; and that garden palaces belonging to this 
former city of Agra, would be situated on the banks of 
the river on both sides of this great bend. There may, 
therefore, also have been garden palaces constructed by 
BS,bar on both sides of the bend of the river, at the two 
ends of a line transversely drawn through a central point at 
Nunihai. 
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It seems utterly impossible to ascertain the true origin 
of this great walled palatial garden enclosure, all now 
destroyed with the exception of the great weU, the wonder 
of Agra, a short fragment of the massive wall, and the 
Dargah of Kamal Khan Shahid. 

The following are the several various traditions concerning 
the origin of this garden enclosure which I have been able 
to collect. 

(1) . — Hakim Amin Khan, now living in Agra, who is 
supposed to know more about the history of old places about 
Agra than any one else, says that its proper name is Zehra 

and that it was constructed by Bfibar for his daughter 
“ Zehra , the sister of “ Zahara,^* whose garden is on the other 
side of the river (as previously stated and described by me). 

(2) . — ^The Qadim in charge of the Dargah and tomb of 
Kamal Khan Shahid, which is in the Dehra Bagh, says that its 
proper name is ** Bhahara JBagh,'* and that it was constructed 
by Shah Jahan for his fourth daughter, Dhahar Ara Bigam 
(who, I may add, was the child in gmng birth to whom 
Shah Jahan’s favourite queen Muntaz Mah^ died). 

(3) . — Seal Ohand, in his ** Tafrihul Imarat,^* calls this 
palatial garden enclosure ** Bagh Mir Manzal tirf Dehra” 
and says that it was constructed by Jahangir for his own 

. residence, and that it was only afterwards occasionally used 
by Shah Jahan as a garden residence. 

(4) . — Baja Bam, in his “ Tamirat Agrah,” calls it Bagh 
Behraf and says that it was constructed by Shah Jahan for 
Dehra'Bigam. 

I. believe, however, that this great palatial garden en- 
closure must have existed in the time of Akbar, and that it 
was the spot where Akbar encamped when he &st came to 
Agra, as it is near the villages of Kliawaspur and Sultanpur, 
close to which, as I stated in a former portion of my report, 
Akbar is said to have encamped on that occasion, and from 
which circumstance these villages received their names. 
I have also reason to believe that the elephants belonging to 
Akbar, Jahangir, and Shah Jahan were kept at this garden. 
At any rate, Kamal Khan, a Pathan, who became a " Shahid,”' 
or. martyr, and whose tomb is on the spot, was commander 
of the elephant stud or establishment to one of the Mughal 
emperors. 

The building in which Kamal Khan’s tomb now is, is called 
a “ Dargah,” but evidently it was not originally intended 
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for a mausoleum ; and, from a circumstance ."wliicli I am 
now about to mention, I bave reason to believe that this 
building was only one of a series of similar buildings which 
stood round the whole interior of the walls of this great garden 
enclosure, or was in fact simply a part of a sort of continuous 
pillared verandah or colonnade, with small cbambers in the 
inner thickness of the wall, which interiorly lined and .formed 
part of the great wall, which was of great thickness, which 
surrounded this palatial garden. Now this building, in which 
the tomb of Kamal Khan now is, is forty (40) feet in length 
and of an oblong rectangular shape. The outer longitudinal 
half of it is solid wall, while the inner longitudinal half of it 
is divided into three small shallow chambers or compartments, 
entered by arches (now partly filled up) between red sandstone 
pillars, with squared shafts and Hindu bracket capitals, of 
the style which prevailed during the time of Akbar and 
Jahangir. From above the entablatures over the pillars, 
broad eaves of slabs of red sandstone project, and these 
eaves are supported by beautiful open-work brackets of a 
very remarkable pattern, which are thoroughly Hindu in char- 
acter. These brackets are composed of two horizontal stone 
beams or bars, the interspaces between which are filled up 
differently in each alternate bracket, namely, in the first 
"there is the figure of a dtic/c (or goose), in the second the 
figure of an elephant, in the third a duch again, in the 
fourth an elephant again, and so on. These brackets are 
nil perfect and in their places, and I have reason to believe 
that they have never been broken or replaced, so that, if 
any similar brackets were found buried in the ground, or 
among the debris of the ruined foundations within the 
garden enclosure, they must have belonged to some other 
building which had similar brackets. 

Now this is actually the case, for a man, an inhabitant of 
ia small village which abuts on to the only fragment of the 
great wall stiU standing on the very opposite side of the 
great enclosure, brought me a broken stone bracket with the 
-.figure of a duch, which he had dug up, and said that 
similar brackets, some with figures of ducks and some with 
elephants, had been found there. Hence we may suppose 
-that there was a continuous series of such buildings round 
the inner side of the enclosme with stone eaves, all of which 
were supported by brackets of the same patterns, or which 
had alternately the figure of .a duck or of an elephant. 
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Moreover, the fragment of toall still standing at the back of 
a small village before mentioned appears to have arches in 
it (now filled np) exactly similar to those in the building 
which is now called the Dargah of Kamal Khan , only 
that the colonnade and bracket-supported eaves of the former 
have been destroyed. 

The great well (the most stupendous well about Agra) 
is immediately at the* back of the so-called “ Dargah of 
Kamal Khanf and was therefore just outside the ■wall, as it 
appears in my plan, which will accompany this report. 

The great well is about two hundred and twenty (220) 
feet in circumference exteriorly. Its exterior is sixteen 
sided, each side measmung 13 feet 7 inches. It is surrounded 
by a screen pierced with arched door- ways (now much broken 
down). The wall of the well itself is 9 feet 7 inches in thick- 
ness. The interior shaft is circular. On looking over the 
brink, one looks down into a fearful chasm, the water 
appearing at an awful depth below. 

Agra was more ficequently the seat of Government in the 
time of Hum^Lyun than Dehli. Whenever Hum^yun had 
time to rest anywhere during his troublous and broken 
reign, it was at Agra. Agra was always the starting point 
or basis of his operations in India ; it was always the 
main point or goal of attack by his enemies ; and was the 
central point for which they strove. Agra was also always 
the place from which Hum^yun set out on his campaigns 
against those in India proper who opposed or rebelled 
against his rule ; and it was always the place of refuge to 
which he retired after his defeats, until the interregnum 
occurred at the time when he was driven out of the country. 
During the short period after HumS,yun’s restoration, he 
probably was as much at Dehli as at Agra ; and (as is well 
known) on his death lie was interred at Dehli in the grand 
and famous mausoleum which goes by his name. 

With regard to Hum§.yun’s place of residence while at 
Agra, it is probable, as I said before, that he resided near 
where his Masjid now stands, nearly opposite the Taj. 

Drom the fact of Agra having been a place of so much 
importance as to have been secm'ed by B^bar immediately 
after he took Dehli from Ibrahim Lodi, and also from the 
fact that Humflyun always made Agra his place of refuge 
and the starting point of his operations in India, it would 
seem very probable that either Agra, or at least some 
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particular part of Agra may Lave heQnfoi'tiJied m the time 
of Sikandar and Ibrahim Lodi, and also during the reigns 
of B^bar and Humfi,yun. The Lodi-Klian-Jca-TiW (near 
the Poor House) in Agra, before mentioned, may be the 
site of a fort built or added to by one of the Lodi family; 
but that is uncertain. But if either Bulbar or HumS,yun 
built any kind of fortification at Agra^ I believe it must have 
been on the other side of the river near Hum^yun’s Masjid, 
Nunihai and the Zahara Bagh. My own examination of 
that locality has led me to believe that certain long lines 
of raised earth and mounds scattered over with bricks, which 
may still be traced there, are the remains of the foundations 
of walls of considerable lireadth and strength, and that these 
probably indicate the lines of battlemented walls which 
protected and siuTounded the residences of B&bar and Hu- 
m&yun, and the sites of their palaces, and the residences of 
the attendants of their court. 

We must remember that the Agra which we now see in 
reality represents the later city of “ Ahbardbad*' founded by 
Akbar ; while we have every reason to believe that the Agra 
of Bfi,bar and HumS-yun was on the other side of the river ! 
Again, the Agra of the earlier period of the Lodi dynasty, . 
on the other hand, was probably at Sikandra, or divided 
between Sikandra and the Lodi-Kha/fi-ha~Tila (if the latter 
was a site of a settlement of the royal family of Lodi at aU !) 
There are the remains of sites of innumerable buildings still 
to be seen on each side of the road to Silcandra and round 
about Sikandra itself,, of many of which it is almost impos- 
sible now to discover who was the founder, and of some of 
which even the name is no longer known. 

AGEA AS ‘^AKBAEABAD." 

Akbar took possession of Agi’a, as well as Dehli, about 
the year 1667, and removed from Patehpur Sikri to Agra 
some time after the birth of his son Salim (afterwards Jahd,n- 
gh) about A. D. 1668. When he arrived at Agra, he is said to 
have encamped to the west of where the great Masjid called 
the Id Qah now stands, on the tract of ground where the 
villages of Sultanpur and Khawaspur are now situated, 
about a mile and a quarter to the west of the Id Gah, and 
about two miles west from the Magistrate’s Eacherri. The 
villages of Sultanpur and Ebawaspur are said to have 
received their names from this circumstance, — Sultanpur 
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signifying* 'King’s town,’ and lihamaspur, the ‘ quarters allot- 
ted to liis attendants.’ Akbar no doubt tarried a while in 
some such locality in the environs of Agra, until his new 
fortified palace at Agra was quite ready for him to live in. 

The fort of Agra was founded by.Akbar in A. D. 1671. 
Little, however, now rernains of any palace or residence, 
nithin the fort, which^was really built or occupied by Akbar 
himself. Many of the buildings now existing in the fort 
are erroneously ascribed to Akbar, as they were really 
built entirely by Jahtmgir and Shah Jah&n, The icalU of 
the fort, and a building situated to the nortli of the water 
gate, now occupied as a powder magazine, but which was 
originally the audience hall of Akbar, are probably the 
only buildings that can be correctly attributed to Akbar 
himself. 

The architectural remains of Akbar in the fort will, how- 
ever, be fuUy described in another place further on. 

Under the archway of the Lehli Gkite, within the outer 
guards, and near where the inner guard is stationed, and 
on the right hand side as one enters, there is an old un- 
occupied ^ard house. The further (or east) end wall of 
this guard house is covered with inscriptions, cut in raised 
letters, in the Persian character. The uppermost one, the 
oldest, of iico lines, is of the time of Akbar, and is dated 
A. H. lOOS, or A. D. 1600. The lower inscription is in 
four lines, of eight compartments, and is of the time of 
Shah Jahan. At one side of the end of this last inscription 
there is a single line, stating that this inscription was the 
work of one Muhammad Masum al Biltra. 

The following is an attempt at a tentative reading and 
translation of the inscription of Akbar, or at least of what 
remains of it, for it is necessary to state that it is very 
much defaced. The stone has been gradually shaiing off in 
blisters, so that fragments fall off with the slightest^ touch, 
and I believe that in another two years the letters will bare 
entirely disappeared, and the inscription will nc lojiser exist. 
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Translation. 


“ ...In the time of the king of kings, the protection of the 
realm, the shadow of. god, Jal&l-ud-din Muhammad Akhar 

Padshah in the year 1008, by his grace 

commanded. 

in the city of Agrah, this habitation of splendour, • 

I commanded [here follows the fra^ent of a word, which 
may he read as either ^^1*3 (conspicuously appearing) or 

as (signification)] I the king the conqueror of. 

the world ; that thereby and for the end that, in this [place] 
the lamp of eternity may be in the garden of roses, Agrah, 
the captured place.” 

There is an interesting tradition connected with the laying 
the foundation of the fort of Agra in the time of Akhar, 
to the effect that the foundations of the fort would not stand 
the encroachments of the river Jamna until the foundation 
stone was properly laid by the Raja of Khiraoli of that 
period, as the descendant and representative of Krishna, the 
lawful ruler of these regions, and the restorer of the Tadu 
dynasty. 

The following is a reading and translation of the inscrip- 
tion of Shah Jahhn : — 


i 

^ ('>c<3 ) jji (“^1 

Lo #ljuu liLui jb jjb 


VJ 

\« 


c; 


Translation. 


“When Shah Jahan seized the place of the great throne, 
the throne raised itself above the heavens through pleasure. 
Heaven stretched forth its hands in his praise, and said that it 
came to execute his behests ; that Nahani may, with pleasure, 
write the date of his accession in order that his praise may ' 

abound in his lips at all times [here the words which give 
? 

the date are, ( q^^butas some letters 
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are broken off at the end of the thnd line, the date cannot be 
easily ascertained.] And every one, however hostile he may 
be, will say — may the king Shah Jahan be as was our Jahangir 
33adshah.”*' [Then follows at the left hand side :] “ The writer 
and composer of this was Muhammad M’asum al Bikra.” 

'With regard to the inscription of Akbar ; in the first line 
it states that someihing was done “ hy his command,’’ but it 
does not say lohaf, or I'iather, the words which wo7ild have 
explained the thing which was commanded are obliterated, 
that part having fallen off with the shaling off of the 
stone. Could it possibly be the building of the gateioay (now 
known as the " Dehli Gate”), which was referred to as 
having been commanded by Akbar ? It would seem to be 
not altogether improbable, seeing that the inscription is in 
the gateway. But if that be the case, then this gateway 
must have been built in the year 1600, and not in 1571, the 
reputed year of the founding of the fort. 

My instructions were not to give cither a general or 
detailed description of the lohole fort, but merely of certain 
buildings in it, e. g., any genuine remains of Akbar’s 
time, the red stone palace of Jahangir, Selimgarh, and 
the Moti Masjid of Shah Jahan. Detailed plans of the fort, 
as a whole, are already in the possession of the military 
authorities. 

I have already noticed the audience hall of Akbar; 
but before proceeding to a detailed description of the build- 
ings of Akbar and his successors in Agra, which it was 
my business to describe, it will be advisable that I should 
indicate the characteristic points and extent of the city of 
Agrah, or Akbarabad, of the time of Akbar, Jahangir, and 
Shah Jahan ; it having been one of the points to which my 
attention was directed in the instructions which I received, 
that I should ascertain and note down the extent of the 
city of A grab as it existed in the time of Akhar, Jahangir, 
and Shah Jahan. 

. Agra is often spoken of as having been an “ open city /” 
Yet, nevertheless, it was a walled city. But though it was 
a icalled city, it could hardly be called a fortified city in 
, the correct sense of the term ; for the wall, or what remains 


* Hoie bff General Cunninffliam . — I iindcrstnud this inscription to refer to JaMngir, and 
I rend the date ns A. II. 1015, whicii was tho 2nd year of his reign, ns contuined'in the Inst 
lino — " BAd .lahAn hudshnh Shah JahAngir nin.” 
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of ifc, is in no place more than about feet in thickness, 
and generally only about four feet. I speak, of course, 
here only of the city wall of Agra, quite independent of 
the fort, which latter was a separate fortification or citadel 
by itself. . ’ ’ 

There were sixteen gates and many towers or bastions 
to the city wall of Agra. The gates were named as follows, 
taking them in order from the north-east, by the west, to 
the south-east : — The Furbi {?) Gate, the Kashmir (f) Gate, 
the Delhi Gate, the Alam Ganj Gate, the " Fateh Muham- 
mad'* Gate, the “ Changa-modi" Gate, a small postern gate 
called the *^Fv>ta Fatahf\h& Gate, the ‘‘Kans" Gate, 

the smaller Gate, the Ajmer" Gate, the ‘^Dakhini" 

Gate, the greater Gwalior" Gate, and the Amar Singh Gate.* 
Of these, the ** Delhi" Gate, small part of the “ Fateh 
Muhammad" Gate, the “ Ghanga-modi" Gs^&fh&“FutaFatakf 
and the “ Kans" Gate are the only reliques now standing. The 
“ Ajmer" Gate w(w standing until the end of 1866, when it 
was pulled down in order to widen the Shahganj Road for the 
trafdc going to the Exhibition of the N. W. P. held at Agra, 
in the beginning of 1867. It was considered, nevertheless, 
an act of inexcusable vandalism ! 

I made a complete survey and measurement of the city 
wall of Agra, whether standhig or destroyed. Compared to 
its original extent, very little now remains of the wall ; but 
still what does remain of it is of considerable extent. The 
most considerable remnant of the wall is to the west, behind 
that quarter of the town called " Gokalpara," and part of 
“Doha hi mandi;" while on each side of this, and between 
this and the river, the wall is mostly destroyed, with the 
exception of a few isolated fragments. Let us commence 
from the river bank to the north-east of the fort, near 
Jafar Khan’s mausoleum, and so' on round by the west to 
the south side of the fort. The city wall, commencing 
from the river ^ in the Khatik ka Baghioh, 9,200 feet above 
the fort, and a short distance to the south-west of Jafar 
Khan’s mausoleum, where 566 feet of the wall are stiU 
standing^ and leaving Jafar Khan’s mausoleum outside, 
ran from thence behind the Leper Asylum, past a clump 
of trees, where there is an image of Hanumau, and from 

* This must not he confounded with the "Amar Singh” Gate of the fort. There 
must have been, at least, two more gates towards the south-east side of Agrah, and I have 

therefore computed the tohole at sixteen. 
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iljence jiast Sultaugauj, leaAdn^ Sultanganj outside, and 
from thence past Wazirpura, leaving Wazirpura outside, 
and from thence to the Central Prison, and from thence to 
the Delhi Gate, crossing the Mathura lload, and from thence 
to Alamganj Bazar Gate, and. from thence to the Patch 
Muhammad Gate (one side standing), and from thence to 
the back of Doha ki mandi, crossing the Bhartpur Bead, 
■where we come to the Changa-modi Gate, at the back 
of the Eunuchs’ Masjid, and from thence to the Euta 
Eatak, and from thence to the back of Gokalpura, by 
the Gangaur Gate, and thence to the Bans Gate, and from 
thence to where the lesser Gwalior Gate once stood, and from 
thence to where the Ajmer Gate stood, crossing the Shah 
Ganj road, and from thence by the Id Gab Masjid, and from 
thence by the -vdllage of Namner, leaving Namner outside, 
and from thence by Baluganj ( BoUeaxtffanj)^ and from thence 
to the back of Lacchipura (taking Laccliipura inside), and 
from thence to Garipura, and from thence to Hnjipm’a, two 
miles to the south of the Taj, beyond which I could not 
find any further trace of the wall. 

The following is a summary of the measurements and 
notes of my survey of the city wall of Agra, commencing 
from above the fort, at the Khatik’s garden, on the 
right bank of the river, near Jafar Khan’s Boza, and 
thence round by the Delhi Gate and Ajmer Gate to near 
the Taj. 

The portions still standing aggregate 6,54i8 feet 9 inches 
in length, while no less than 32,689 feet have been destroyed 
and no longer exist.* 

I also measured the hreadih of Agra from west to east 
from the Changa-modi Gate near the Bhartpur Boad to the 
pontoon bridge above the fort ; and also the length of Agra 
from north to south— from the north end of the wall at the 
river in the Khatik’s garden (near Jafar Khan’s Boza) above 
the fort to Hajipura, two miles south of the Taj. These 
measm’ements gave the following results : — 

Breadth of Agra froni east to west, from'1 
the Changa-modi Gate to the pontoon 11,600 feet, 
bridge J 


* If to tbc latter wc add the distance from Hnjipnra to the river near the Taj, which 
is about two miles, or ten thousand live hundred and sixty (10,560) feet, it will make the 
total amount of wall destroyed, or not existing, about forty-three thousand two hundred 
and forty-nine (43,2-19) feet, or, say, 4-3,250 feet. 
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Length of Agra from noiih to soiiili, from*' 
commencement of the wall at the banlc 
of the river in the Kliatilc’s garden near 1 18,700 feet. 
Jafar Khan’s mausoleum to llajipura, 
two miles south of the Taj 

Tlius the circumference of Agi-ah, or .Akharabad, •nithiu 
the walls may be estimated at about 9,} miles, which would 
give an area of about oj- square miles. 

On the inner side of a fragment of the city wall, which 
is still standing near the point where the Shaliganj Koad 
meets the Mall, and close to the soutli side of the spot 
where the Ajmer Gate lately stood, there is an inscription 
on stone let into the wall over a small praying place, or 
Masid. It is in three lines, of which the first two lines are 
in Arabic, being a quotation from the Koran, and the third 
or last line is in .Persian, stating the name of the person 
who caused the stone to be inscribed, and for what purpose, 
and the date. Tliis inscription reads as follows : — 

to «..• US ^'1 ^ 

U; (U jb SI siiix fiiij i 

*0^ ilj >tiUj S) AaIt 

‘ ^,-3 ^ I V ' 

•• 

Some time ago, I happened to send an impression of this 
inscription to Mr. Blochmann (Honorary Secretaiy to the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal), who was collecting MuhammadaU 
inscriptions, and he kindly favoured me in return with 
translation of the last line of the inscription, which is in the 
Persian. 

The following is a translation of the tohole inscription : — 

“ God ! there is no God but he ; the living, the self-sub- 
“ sisting : neither slumber nor sleep seizeth him ; to ^ him 
“ helongeth whatsoever is in heaven, or on earth, ’’^lo is he 

that can intercede with him, but through his good plea- 
“ sure ? He knoweth that which is past, and that which 
“is to come unto them, and they shall not comprehend 
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“nnytliing of liis knowledge, but so far as ho plcascth. llis 
** throne is extended over heaven and earth, and the preserva- 
" tion of both is no burden unto him. He is the high, the 
“ miglity.” — (See Sale’s Al Koran, chap. II. j). 31.) 

{Versian line.) 

** In the time of Niir-ud-din Muhammad, Jahangir the 
"just, the Padshah, the contemptible slave . Haji Salaiman 
“ lias built this mosque and dome in the year 1031” (A. H. 
1021 - 22 ). 

This inscribed stone did not originally stand -where it noAV 
is. There is no mosque with a dome there now. But it is 
said (hat some years ago an old mosque stood in the great 
Kabristan, or Muhammadan burial ground, a short distanee 
io the south-west of the Ajmer Gate, in which this stone 
was originally found ; but that when the mosque fell into 
ruin and was pulled down, this stone was removed and fixed 
into the wall near the Ajmer Gate at a small praying place 
there. 


jM.\sjiD OP Akbar in the Cm- of Aoiia. 

There is a very fine ]\rasjid in the city of Agra, in the 
" Kinari Bazar,” called the Akbari Masjkl, which, as its 
name implies, was originally built by Akbar. It was, until 
lately, in a very ruinous state, but has recently been entire- 
ly repaired and renewed, principally through the exertions 
of some of the wealthy Muhammadans of Agra. The Tah- 
sildar of Agra has the credit of initiating the repairs of this 
Masjid, for which it is said that an accumulation of the 
rents of the adjoining shop-stalls was applied. It is hard 
to say how much it preserves of the original ; for I fancy that 
the greater portion of the exterior and upper stone-work and 
ornamentation is entirely new. The building has, in fact, 
been entirely renovated. This Masjid is next in size to the 

Kaldn Masjid.” Its dimensions are, length 84 feet 6 
inches, breadth 26 feet. The roof is supported upon a 
double colonnade of twelve square pillars. There is only 
one large dome situated rather towards the back of the 
centre of the roof of the building. This Masjid is built 
of ( or outwardly faced with ) red sandstone. But, as I 
said before, I fear there is very little, if any, of Akbar’s 
work left, except the mere foundations, and perhaps some 
of the interior brick-work of the walls. I consider the 
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smaller Khoja’s Masjid in Loha-ki-mandi to he much more 
beautiful. 

There is no inscription now to he found about this 
Masjid, though there is every probability that there was one 
before it fell into a state of ruin. 

Before concluding my notice of the architectural rer- 
mains of the time of Akhar at Agra, it may he well to notice 
the remains of two palaces near Agra, attributed to Akhar’s 
minister and friend, Raja Birhal, and also those of two mau- 
soleums of ladies of Akhar’s com’t. 

One of the former, now called the “ Sans Mahal, ” 
is situated, according to native computation, about four 
k6s (or eight miles) beyond Sikandra, — Sikandra itself 
being about six miles from the fort, or four miles from 
Agra, which would make the whole distance to the Hans 
Mahal about twelve miles from Agra, or fourteen miles from 
the fort. I am however inclined to compute the distance of 
the Hans Mahal, as the croto flies, as about five miles beyond 
Sikandra, and about nine miles from the fort of Agra. The 
Hans Mahal is situated at the end of a great tongue of land, 
or at the very apex of a great bend of the river, which 
almost makes a peninsula of the land there. The palace is 
entirely ruined, and indeed the greater part of it has been 
removed. It is said that a great portion of the materials 
(bricks) were taken away to be appropriated for the buildings 
,at the Orphan Asylum near Sikandra ; only one large 
fragment of the palace is now standing, and this is inhabited 
by a farmer. The traces of the foundations of the walls of 
the destroyed portions are however perfectly distinct and of 
great extent : a part of the palace walls still stands on high, 
overhanging the steep river hank, and down below, on the 
very shore or edge of the river, there are huge rugged frag- 
ments of solid masonry lying in every direction. The river 
has done its part in midermining that portion of the palace 
which was nearest to it, and a ruined tower (one of many of 
which once lined the lower river terrace 6f the palace) is 
still standing, partly surrounded by water, jlnd is worn away 
in the middle like a spindle, by the action pf the water, and 
■\rill soon fall like the rest. The original extent of the 
palace must have been somewhere allout 380 feet by 
200 feet, judging by the traces of foundations of walls, and 
the mounds of earth formed by debris. Tnis palace certain- 
ly occupied the finest and most commanding positinn near 
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Agra. There is a splehdid view from it for many miles up 
both sides of the great hend of the river, in the direction of 
Mathura on the one hand, and Agra on the other. 

Beyond Sikandra there is no means of getting to the Hans 
Mahal, except either oh foot or on horseback, as the path 
leads over very rugged ground, intersected by ravines in every 
direction. 

Old Hindu "Boundaey Stone” neae Sikandea. 

Just beyond the north-west corner of the mausoleum 
of Akbar at Sikandra, near a village called " Bainpur” I 
came upon rather a curiosity in its way, namely, an old 
Hindu boundary stone with an inscription on it in the Nagari 
character, dated “Samvat 1661,” or A. D. 1594 It is very 
much defaced, but appears to commence with the words 
“Sri Ganeya fGaneshya ? ) nhma, Samvat 1661, vasthami- 
dhara thamha tisva!' (the rest is totally defaced). 

The other palace attributed to Birbal is at Sa/nionghar, 
a j)lace about nine miles distant from Agra, and seven 
miles beyond the Taj, towards the south-east. Samonghar 
may be remembered as the place where the great battle 
between Aurangzib and Dk’a took i)lace in the year 1668. 
I have not much to say about this palace, as it has been 
totally destroyed and levelled to the ground ; only a small 
fragment of the gateway being left, and a few detached 
frao'ments of massive masonry scattered here and there. It 
must however have been a building of large size, with en- 
closed grounds of great extent. It is somewhat strange to 
find palaces of nobles of the court at such a distance from 
Aora, but the fact is that there are more ancient buildings 
in^the neighbourhood of Agra than most people have any 
conception of ; indeed, when one explores the neighbourhood 
in every direction, as I have done, remains of this kind appear 
to be almost innumerable, and turn up one after the other, 
as if they had risen from the ground in endless succession. 

JoDH Bai’s Mausoleum. 

This was the mausoleum of Akbar’s Bajput Queen, the 
daughter of B,aja Maldeo Bao of Judhpur, and the mother 
of Jahangir. It is now entirely destroyed, having been 
blown up with gunpowder by the Government about forty 
years ago (some say because the place had become a rendez- 
vous for thieves), and gates and walls and towers of the outer 
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enclosure wore pulled down, and the materials taken away 
to build barracks in the cantonments with. The mausoleum 
itself, however, Avas too tough, too hard a nut to crack, for 
that purpose, and it Avas therefore left as. it is, after being 
blown up, — a huge shapeless lieap of massh’^c fragments of 
masonry, which neither the hammer of man, nor of time, 
can dissolve or destroy 1 

This mausoleum, or Avhat remains of it, is situated to the 
south of Agra, betAi^een the Malpura and 3?alchpur Sikri roads, 
near the artillery practice ground, or “ ChCmd^mCirii^ as the 
natives call it, and close to a village called Klioja-Jci-serai. 
The mausoleum was a square building of 78 feet each side, 
according to mj’’ measurements of tlie foundations. Bencalh 
it there is a large vaulted underground chamber, into which 
four passages descend at an incline, one from the middle of 
each of the four outer sides, like the passages into the 
pyramids. Three of those passages are stopped up AAitli 
rubbish and dehris ; fourth can be entered by crawling on 
all-fours. It is said that the marble tomb or cenotaph of 
Jodh Bai still exists below. It can only be a cenotaph^ for 
Jodh Bai Avas a Hindu, and her body must have been burned. 
This, underground chamber is now a habitation for jackals, 
wolves and hyenas. 

The mausoleum stood on two square concentric raised 
platforms, the one higher than the other. first extended 
for 38 feet beyond the mausoleum ; the second extended for 
a distance of from 44 feet to 49 feet beyond the first. 

There was once a grand gate which led to this mauso- 
leum, and which stood at a distance of 670 feet from it 
to the east side ; and at a distance of 667 feet to the loest 
side there was a Masjid 65 by 41 feet, Arith an apse at back 
of 7 feet in depth by 11 feet in length. Half-way between 
the gateway and the mausoleum on ’ the one side, and 
between the Masjid and the mausoleum on the other side, 
there was a raised platform (one on each side) 42 feet square. 

This is a grand enclosure, the walls of which are built 
of red sandstone, which is said to have contained the mauso- 
leum of “ Ladli Begamf the ^ster of Ahtil Fazl, the friend 
and historian of Akbar. It is situated about a mile to the 
north of the Sikandra road and Alamganj, and immediately 
behind the Khandhdri Bagh. The walls are high, Arith 
crenelated battlements, and there are towers at the four 
corners. This great walled enclosure measured 336 feet 
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6 inclies in length eacli side, including thickness of walls.* 
It has a grand and lofty gateway somewhat in the Patehpur 
Sikri style, which was formerly surmounted hy a row of 
fom’ small square lanterns, surmounted hy cupolas, which, 
however, have in recent times heen removed. There is a 
long Arabic inscription over the gateway at a great height 
from the ground, terminating with a statement that this 
palace was built in the year A. S. 1004,” or A. D. 1696. 
At the centre of each of the other three sides there is a lofty 
arched building, each of them simulating a gateway, and 
thus on these three sides forming counterparts to the real 
gateway which is in the centre of the fourth^ or south-east 
side. None of these other three buildings, however, have 
any passage of egress outwards. One of these other three 
buildings (that on the north-west side) may possibly have 
heen used as a Masjid, though not quite according to the 
proper points of the compass for such a purpose. In the 
centre of this great quadrangular enclosure there was former- 
ly a grand mausoleum, containing the tomb of Ladli Begam ; 
and it is said that it also contained the tomb of Faizi, 
the brother of Abul Fazl, and the much regretted friend 
of Akbar. But, a few years ago, the ground was pm’chased 
hy a Hindu, named Lakhmi Chand Seth, who puUed down 
the mausoleum and destroyed the tombs, and built a small 
ornamental “ chatri ” or pavilion in their place. How the 
local Government of the period came to permit such an 
act of sacrilege, and unnecessary and gratuitous destruction 
to be perpetrated on a relic of such historical interest, it is 
difficult to conceive ; for, if the mausoleum was in anything 
like as excellent a state of preservation as the outer walls 
and gateway, &c., it must have been well worth saving. 
The Ladli Bagh or enclosure is one of the most remark- 
able and conspicuous buildings in the neighbourhood of 
Agra, and it (or at least what has been allowed to remain 
of it) is in a better state of preservation than any other 
building of a similar age about Agra. 

Outside the great gateway there is the grandest and 
largest xoell anywhere about Agra. It was constructed 
at the same time as the Ladli Bagh and mausoleum. 
This well is of the kind called a ^^baori,'^ and it has a 
series of three successive storeys or galleries, with a passage 

* The walls are 4 feet tliicl;. Tlic mensarement given in the tost docs not include the 
outer projections of the towers, or of the gateway. 
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leading do,wn into oacli. This well alone is well worthy of 
a visit. 

AncniTECTuiiAL Remains of the time op Jaiianoiu. 

During one period of the time when Jahangir was still 
Prinee Salim, he had a separate establishment of his own 
udthin the fort of Agra. It was a palace in a fortlet with- 
in a fort as it wore, and it was called Salimgarh. This 
Salimgarh is situated to the back or %oesl of the Mo.ti Masjid, ' 
the Ordnance Department, and powder magazines. It is a 
high raised plateau with the remains of a kind of ditch 
around it below. 

According to the measurements of this ground which 
I made, I found it to be an iiTegular four-sided figure of 
which the sides gave the following lengths : — north side 
600 feet, loest side 200 feet, south side 469 feet, and east side 
362 feet ; but, as the western side has been partly levelled 
down, or sloped off into an incline, it is somewhat difficult 
to determine exactly how far it extended in that direction. 
The northern, eastern and southern sides however are still 
steep and abrupt, and preserve their original outlines. There 
are no remains left of the palace of Salimgarh, unless ^ the 
building commonly called “ Dansa JaVs" house may origin- 
ally have been a portion of the palace appropriated and 
•altered by the Jat chief. This is a building with consider- 
able architectural beauties. It has a fine porch supported 
on ornamental pillars at the doorway, and tliis porch is 
surmounted by a beautiful canopy supported on graceful 
pillars, and covered over at top with gilt copper. 

The Red-Stone Palace of Jahangir in the fort of Agra 
was built by him probably immediately after the death of 
Akbar ; but of the exact date I am not certain. Prom the 
elaborateness of the carved stone-work employed in the 
ornamentation of this palace, it must have, taken some time 
to build. It is situated towards the south-eastern part of the 
fort between the palace of Shah JahSn and the Bengali 
bastion. It, is built of red sandstone, imfortunately of an 
inferior quality which has not resisted the 'destructive action 
of the elements, particularly that of danvp^ and of changes 
of temperature. It is a nearly square building of about 
249 feet by 260 feet.* The length of the loestem front at 
the entrance which faces towards the interior of the fort 


* Soo Plato XIII for n detailed plan of Jaliangii.’s palace. 
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is 226 feet 10 inches, including the corner towers. The 
breadth of the palace about the middle is 249 feet. The 
length of the eastern front, which faces towards the ditch of 
the fort and the river, is 240 feet, and the depth of the palace 
from front to hack is 260 feet. It is in some parts a two- 
storeyed building. The lower storey has no windows looking 
out towards Mhofronit hut the upper storey has several. The 
upper part of the front is ornamented with an intermittent 
row of China or enamelled, lozenge-shaped and star-shaped 
blue and bright green tiles inserted into the red. sandstone. 
There is the masonic symbol of the “ double triangle'' inlaid 
in white marble in several places on the front gateway, &c. 
The entrance gateway leading directly into the palace is very 
fine j it is in the centre of the west front, and it is the highest 
part of front with the exception of the two comer towers. The 
Wo comer towers, one at each end or comer of the west front, 
are octagons, of which the sides are 9 feet 4 inches each. These 
towers are i/irec-storeyed, and are surmounted by elegant cupo- 
las. The outer archway of the gateway is very fine and im- 
posing ; it is 14 feet 2 inches in breadth, and 10 feet 4 inches in 
depth. The entrance then narrows inwardly into an ante- 
vestibule of 9 feet 1 inch by 8 feet 2 inches. This leads 
into a beautiful domed hall 18 feet square ; the stone ceiling 
of the internal dome having been beautifully and elaborately 
carved. There is a sort of raised wing or side vestibule, 
raised at a higher level on three sides of this domed hall ; 
each of these side compartments being 16 feet long by 9 
feet in breadth. A passage or corridor 27 feet 6 inches 
in length leads from this domed entrance hall directly 
into the grand central court of the palace, which is about 
72 feet square. The architecture of. this grand central 
court" is entirely Hindu in character ; the design is Hindu, 
the pillars of the side halls attached to it are Hindu, and the 
carving and ornamentation are pure Hindu. Indeed it is 
evident that entirely Hindu architects and artists must have 
been employed by Jahangir to build this palace. This 
grand court is surrounded by tioo pillared halls and six other 
chambers which enter from it. 

There is a grand open pillared hall on the north side 
of the court, 62 feet in length by 37 feet in breadth. It 
contains pillars, two longitudinal rows oi four and 
four or eight double square pillars, two and two or fmir 
single side square pillars, and four comer composite quadruple 
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pillars. The pillars support hraohet capitals^ richly- carved 
and , ornamented with pendants. The front row of pillars 
send out out-hanging or projecti/ng brackets of exquisite 
workmanship, the inner angle of the bracket being filled up 
with a web of open work, composed of tastefully sculptured 
cross bars or braces. These front brackets supported a 
light awning or broad sloping eaves formed of thin slabs 
of stone. But the stone roof or ceiling of these piUared halls 
is the most remarkable feature about it. It has a narrow, 
fl.at, oblong, central compartment resting on fom* sloping 
side compartments, and this roof is supported most curi- 
ously by stone cross-beams, which are ornamented with 
the quaint device of a great serpent or dragon carved 
on them lengthways. It is altogether a wonderfully con- 
structed roof, — a wonder of architectural constructive inge- 
nuity, — unique and without a parallel in its design.* Archi- 
tects will understand that it is a stone roof or ceihng slop- 
ing up from the four sides or waU plates to diflat oblong- 
shaped quadrilateral top, which crowns it, and which is 
supported by stone cross-beams projecting from the wall 
plates, with stone struts or trusses between them and the 
roof. A covered passage, or corridor, runs round the top' of 
this hall, and from which one can look down into it. This 
I have called the “ Sultan’s Mall.” 

The other pillared hall on the opposite or south side of 
the grand court is somewhat less in size, it being 82 feet 
long by 29 feet broad. It differs slightly from the other hall, 
in that the back row of piUars is single, instead of double, 
and that the interspaces between the side pillars and haoh 
pillars are filled up with perforated stone lattice-worJe. Behind 
this stone lattice-work, and round the back and two sides of 
tliis hall, there runs a passage, from which, I presume, the 
ladies of the harem, ensconced behind the lattice, used to look 
out upon anything that was going on in the grand court in 
front. We may therefore call this the Queen’s or Sultana’s 
Hall. 

Passing from this grand court through a large chamber 
to the east, one at length arrives at a grand archway forming 

• Note ht! General Cunningham . — There ore several rooms in Man Saib’s palace at 
Givalior roofed in this manner, but the finest specimen of this style of roofing is the dome 
of the great bnli of the palace of V'ikramnditya, son of Slftii Sinh. The hall is 45 feet square, 
and tlic roof is formed li\' curved stone ribs n'liich spring from the sides and angles to sap- 
port a square, fiat top. The openings hetnreen the ribs arc filled by stone slabs. Externally 
the rrajls arc carried np as high os the top of the roof, and the solid mass .thus formed is os 
sonnd hotv as when it iras first pat together. 
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(lie centre of three sides of a quadrangle which faces towards 
the river. This archway, which 1 have been induced to 
name “ 2'hc Beautiful Porch^ is supported by two lofty 
pillars and two half pillars of exquisite design and workman- 
ship. These pillars arc of the more slender and graceful Hindu 
kind. Tlic shafts arc rounded and fluted on twelve sides, 
a succession of t ransverse sculptures running round the 
shaft from the top to a narrow neck near the bottom. The 
shafts run to a narrou' double neck below near the bot- 
tom, and, being thus smaller at the bottom than at the 
top, look as if they had been turned upside down I The bases 
are four-sided, but higher than broad, and spreading out at 
the bottom, and arc ornamented with sculpture representing 
a flowered device like the lotus flower between two broad 
spreading leaves, 'i'lic capitals arc, in outline, conuterparis 
of the hitsrs ; but they arc rounded instead of squared, and 
they arc highly ornamented with sculpture representing a 
7 ietwor]c of .sinall.archcs, and (hoy send out elegant hracicels 
on each side from above their lops, divided by a central up- 
right band of sculpture, which arc most richly and elabo- 
rately sculpt ured ndth wheel and flower devices, the brackets 
terminating in a scroll. The .shafts arc of one entire stone 
each ; the bases, capitals, and brackets above are each of one 
separate stone. Thc^////re height of these jdUars is 17 feet 
7 inches. The bases arc 2 feet in breadth at bottom, 1 foot 
0 inches above, and 2 feet d- inches in height. The shafts are 
10 feet 8 inches in height, the capitals 2 feet D inches in 
height, and the braclccls above 2 feet 2 inches more. 

There is another smaller pillared hall in the south-westem 
corner of the palace from which a passage enters into the 
south-western front toAver. The front of this hall is supported 
by two square pillars in the centre, and hvo half ])illars, or 
pilasters, on each side of the entrance. This hall faces into 
a long court, one side of which had been ornamented with an 
awning, or broad eaves, of slabs of stone, Avhich Averc sup- 
ported by brackets. These brackets, as well as the brackets 
AA’hich stand out from the capitals of the pillars of the small 
hall, haA'c a particularly light and graceful appearance, the 
wider angles of these brackets being filled up Avitli open 
AA’hcel-AA'ork. 

There is an upper chamber immediately over and on the 
top of the inner domed hall of the great entrance gateway 
of the palace, Avhich has a pillared front, looking down 
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into the ‘‘(/rand central court.'* In this instance, again, 
there are beautiful brackets projecting from the walls ; the 
lower angles of the brackets, in this case, being occupied 
by figures of a curious little animal, which seems to be a 
sort of compound of, or compromise between^ a squirrel and 
a parrot^ and which appears to support the bracket. 

A good series of illustrations of these brackets, so charac- 
teristic of Indian architecture, would be well worth while 
obtaining for the purposes of the Archoeological Survey. 

Immediately below this upper chamber with the “parrot- 
squirreV* brackets there is a fine chamber, which enters by 
a once grandly ornamented doorway into the toest side of 
the great “ central court.” Tliis chamber is entirely lined 
with stone panel-work, and in the walls there are numer- 
ous curious little arched recesses ornamented with stone 
lattice and engrailed work. This chamber had a compart- 
ment at one side of it, amounting to about one-third of its 
length, partly divided off from the rest of it by projections 
from the wall, from which proceeded brackets ornamented 
•udth pendants, which ’apparently supported one of those 
flat-topped, graduated Hindu arches ; and the floor of this 
side compartnient was slightly raised above that of the rest 
of the chamber like a sort of dais. From the high finish 
and natty elegant ornamentation of this cliamber, I have 
given it the probably not very inappropriate name of the 
Sultan's Boudoir. 

Several other chambers in this palace are similarly lined 
with stone, the small ^too-pillared hall in the south-western 
corner of the palace (before mentioned) being one of them, 
and also has pretty little arched recesses high up in 
the wall, which recesses are closed in with a grating of 
open stone lattice- work, which have a very pretty effect; 
and at one end of this hall there is a stone balcony or loft 
projecting over the room, very similar to a small organ loft, 
or to one of those balconies or lofts, for a band of musi- 
cians, to be seen in a few of the oldest baronial mansions 
in England ; the balcony in this case being reached by a 
stsiir out of the room, and which stair branches off from 
the passage which leads into the south-western tower fi.’om 
another stair which ascends to. an upper storey of the south- 
western front tower. But there are other chambers in this 
palace which are not lined with stone, but with plaster or 
sUwco ; the plaster or stucco having* been in some oases 
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coTored with' beautiful painting on the sides, and frcseo 
ornamentation on the ceilings (now damaged and faded), 
while in other cases the stucco itself is moulded into beauti- 
ful and varied patterns^ such as minute chequer- work, lattice- 
work, trellice-work, and flowered bosses (or like embossed 
work in paper), which would afford novel designs for artists 
in house ornamentation in Europe. This stucco world has 
proved so durable that, in some cases, it has lasted better 
than the stone work, and has far outlived the fresco painted 
work of other chambers. 

But for minute and exquisite ornamental carving in stone, 
the great central court (before described) is the place. The 
entablature over the pillars of Ihe side halls, and a belt of 
upper cornice which runs round the other two sides of the 
court over the doorways, is covered with minute and elaborate 
sculpture in bas-relief, representing birds, geese or ducks, 
paiTots, and fruits and flowered work. These ornamen- 
tal carvings in bas-relief can only be equalled by some of 
the ancient Buddhist bas-reliefs, and would be well worth 
taking a series of casts or photographs of ; more especially 
as the red sandstone in which these carvings are done is of 
such a had quality that it is year by year and month by^ 
month shaling off and crumbling to pieces, and in another* 
year or two these exquisite carvings will be entirely lost. 

In some places, also, a kind of ribbed leaf device occurs 
very much resembling the Greek acanthus. 

To return again to the quadrangle facing the river (before 
mentioned), the central point of attraction of which is the 
Beautiful JPorch before described. Erom each side of this 
quadrangle wings run out, extending thence to the full 
breadth or side limits of the palace, and are parallel with 
the wall which overhangs the moat next the river. TIjcsc 
wings leave a long narrow open court between them and the 
waif facing the river. The upper edges of the windows and 
the arches of some of the doorways, and the ornamental 
arched niches and recesses in the walls of these wings front- 
ing the river, are faced with white marble heautifully carved 
into engrailed work, the points of which terminate with 
graceful oval pendants. Tliesc white marble pendants, 
%vherevcr within the reach of a man’s arm, have been knock- 
ed off and carried away. 

On the top or roof of each side or wing of the- 
mentioned quadrangle /achig the river, there is a hcawn a 



1-30 


AECHiEOLOGICAL REPORT, ISW-W. 


anany-pillared square pavilion -vdtli a canopy-shaped roof in 
the best Hindu style of architecture. Tlie pavilion on the 
right or south side has been briched and plastered up be- 
tween and over the pillars, and turned into a dwelling home r 
but the pavilion on the left or north side is still in its origi- 
nal state, and in a pretty perfect condition. It is perfectly 
open to the air, the canOpy-shaped roof being supported 
■entirely upon a double series of square stone pillars with 
the usual bracket capitals beautifully ornamented with elabo- 
rate sculpture. 

The palace terminates on the side facing the river with 
a retaining waU, and two comer bastions, one at each end, 
each of which is surmounted by an ornamental tower, which 
is again stu’mounted by a domed eupola. The wall is inwardly 
dmded into ornamental panels and recesses, some of the 
recesses being blind doors, as it were, filled up with sculp- 
ture ; while others of the recesses are doors or windows 
which pierce the wall, and were places from which to look 
out on the moat and river below. All of these latter ori- 
ginally had their further sides filled up with a grating of 
beautiful lattice-worht through which the royal occupants 
'Could look out upon the world below without being seen. 

There are many lower vaulted chambers underneath the 
palace in the thickness of the foundations of the fort which 
descend to the moat ; but I do not feel it my duty to describe 
these herein this account, which is only that of the- palace* 
proper of which I made a ground plan. 

I must not, however, here omit to mention that the outer 
face of the outer wall of the palace of Jahangir, overhanging 
the moat and facing the river, is ornamented with sculpture 
in a very remarkable manner, namely, on the outer face 
of this wall, besides other kinds of ornamentation^ there are 
elephants loith bells of large size sculptured in bold relief. 

During one of my visits to the fort, I saw a large elephant 
sculptured in stone lying in, or rather sticking out of, the 
side of a heap of earth and rubbish near the artillery bar- 
racks. This relic I hope to be able to secure. 

Before concluding this accoimt of the palace of Jahangir, 
I should point out that I have reason to believe that a por- 
tion of the northern side of the palace must have been pull- 
ed down and altered by Shah Jahan. To the left-hand side 
of the tower at the north-western corner of the west fiont of 
the palace, which faces inwards towards the fort, a narrow 
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entrance passes in a slanting direction into a passage teliind 
the tower, which leads into an open court, the northern 
boundary wall of winch forms a portion of the palace of 
Shah Jahan. At the eastern end of this open court there 
is a pillared hall, from the inner side of which three' doors 
lead into a long-shaped chamber at the hack of it. There 
are also traces of the foundations of a similar corresponding 
hall towards the western end of this open court, close to the 
narrow entrance passage before mentioned, which enters at 
the hack of the tower. Kow, I believe that this open court 
with a pillared hall at each end (of one of which, as I said 
before, only the foundations remain) must have been con- 
structed by Shah Jahan, for the following reason. On looking 
up at the back of the tower, one sees the ragged remains of a 
thick projecting wall of older date, which must evidently at one 
time have run back for a considerable distance, and would, 
in that case, cut the present northern open side court in half. 
I therefore think it is probable that when Shah Jahan built 
his new palace at the northern end of the older palace of J ahan- 
gh, that, for convenience sake, and probably also in order 
to be able to utOise a portion of Jahangn’s palace, he pulled 
doAvn a portion of the northern end of Jahangn’s palace in 
order to connect his own new p'alace with it. 

On ascending a narrow flight of steps in the thickness of 
the wall which divides the jpalace of Jahangir from that of 
Shah Jahan at the eastern end of the northern side com’t 
above mentioned, on the upper storey or roof I found a Jiamdm, 
or a series of bathing tanks. On the northern side of the 
largest of these bathing tanks there is a series of water pipe- 
holes, i. e., nine series of three pipe-holes each, and over each 
of these triple series there is a chcular stone with an in- 
scription, or nine inscribed stones in all. On the first is 
written (•Us- on the second on the 

thu’d the same, on the fourth on the fifth 

jJljj on the sixth on the seventh the 

same, on the eighth aIIj;, . on the ninth the sarne^ 

The pipe-holes are lined interiorly with copper. 

Black Makble Thhonb or Jahangie, 

The great marble slab, commonly called the “ hlach marble- 
throne” in the fort of Agra, was made for Jahangir, and 
bears his name. It is now placed on the upper front terrace 
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of the palace of Sliali Jahan which faces the river, close 
to the railing which overhangs the moat, d;7 feet 5 inches 
to the north of the white marhlc building called tlic “ Dhmn 
Khas^^ of Shah Jahan. Its dimensions are, — length 10 feet 
7-1 inches, breadth . 9 feet 10 inches, thiclcncss C inches ; 
octagonal pedestals or feet supporting the stone 1 foot 
di inches in height. The stone has split through in a slant- 
ing direetion near the middle. The presence of iron in 
some combination in the stone has given it a reddish stain 
in one spot, in consequence of which there arc fables about 
the stone having emitted blood on two ditferent occasions, 
but which I do not think it worth while to repeat here. 
There is an inscription on it running round the whole foiu* 
sides of the thiclmcss of the stone, and also two short lines 
below on the western side on each of the two western sup- 
porting pedestals. The inscription is as follows : — 

On right pedestal. ^ 

•• 

On left pedestal. o)5 


On west face (left halQ. 

On the left or north 
towards the two ends. 

On cast face. 


jiw j>y£ 

face 

fi ^ 

I Jy Ij Ihllf 




On the right or south face 
towards the two ends. 

On the west 'face (right half). 


South face (centre). 
North face centre). 


(— ^ j L-flo U ()JLuv« 

Jm j} ^ 

^1^^) tlf A-*, t- Cl. \J' 

t-II . 

jjaa c3k) tc 
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Translation. 

on riglit pedestal. “ When the King Salim beoame 

heir to the crown and seal. 

And sat on the throne and ad- 
ministered laws to the world, 

On left pedestal. His name became Jahangir as 

his natiu’e was. 

And from the light of his jus- 
tice he was denominated 
Nur-uddin. 

On west face (left half). A king whose sword 

Cuts his enemy’s head into 
two halves, like the Gemini 
stars. 

On the left or north face May this fortunate throne be a 

towards the two ends. place at which homage shall 

be paid to many futm’e kings 
yet to come. 

On east face. [The stone of this throne is] a 

standard for such kings as are 
on an equality with angels ; a 
touchstone for the gold and 
silver of the sim and moon. 
The throne derives its brilli- 
ancy from the light of God ; 
it is like an invaluable and 
precious pearl. 

On the right or south face While 1 was thinking of writ- - 

towards the two ends. ing the date, ^ 

I sought help from Almighty 
God. 

On the west face (right As long as the heaven is the 

half). throne for the sun. 

Said I, may remain the throne 
of Salim. — 1011. 

South face (centre). May the throne of Sultan SaHm, 

son of Akbar Shah, 

North face (centre). Ever be lighted by the light of 

God.” 
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The following is an illustration of the actual position of the 
various ])arts of the inscription as they appear on the tlu’one 
itself : — 
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( 



JJ^ Jj^) J 


^jls ^vaI^JsLw eya. 
lili ^'^ * * '• "*' 


A liiili>'r!/' v.nf’^'-'Trvfd p-iri-on of tJio in» 
srrij'li'jn c:j tin* H.ic); ir.nrMi' ilmitioocnirc !n 
rv.i-.lUr Irtl'T* I'll.iw flio ij'.*frijit!ii!i on tW 
r.'.s;<-rj) ■■wSi' fan!:Kr t!io tivor. 

Hi* Jv:'.j:;>' l-(f'r>* l.:< nri-i-'.i'ni tv,“.« Plinli 
F.'.’.in, r.j:-.l nf.* rr..-i:<i. Ktir-ivl-Oiii Mnlir.ni- 
{;',.•.!! Jr.br. "irir II.'.iMr.b CJl.nri. 

*V'f *3Cr». .o. V.U .Uj.-c oJub 

'*?!r:v !b'" <'f tb:' tbrnrirff J.ib‘.n:r:r 

IJ-ib!i-.i!, ( r, i-i Ab'. :r .'•■b:it!. b- f s:.It< .1 by tb.' 
Vflc",* of bi;,\in r.rc.'.rit!!'.;; V' tin' vriU of 
Go!,”# 

Avljat lc?s crude and more readn 
Tlic /i(nr:, ov great stone bathii 


I beg here to avail mjrself 
of the ])lcnsurc of staling 
that I am indebted to my 
fricjul Doctor Playfair, De- 
puty Inspector General of 
lTo.>'pitnls, for a very excel- 
lent co])y, and also a trans- 
lation, of this inscription on 
the throne of Jahangir. The 
tran.«latiou I have collated 
Avith the original, and I have 
taken the liberty of some- 
what altennir the language; 
and bringing it into a somc- 
ilc Engli.sh idiomatic shape. 

7 tub of Jahangir, is an enor- 


mous circular ci.«tcrii, or bowl, hcbm out of one single stone. 
Tiic stone appears to be some kind of light-coloured por- 
phyry. orclose-gr.ained granite. Itis t feet 8 inches, or nearly 
5 feet, in height exteriorly, and •!• feet in deiith interiorly, 
8 feet in diameter at lop, G feet S-1 inches in diameter at 


bottom, 25 feet 2 inches in circumference at top exteri- 
orlv, 21 feet 11 inches in circumference at bottom exteri- 


orly, and the sides at top are hi to C inche.s in thicknc.s.s. 
There arc two side lower steps and a cent nil njijier step 
leading up to the top of the cistern c.vtcriorly, and the 
same number of step.s leading down into the cistern in- 
teriorly. Xcar the upper edge or rim of the exterior, there 
arc ten longitudinal ornamental panels or compartments 
fomiing a ring round the whole upper part of tlie e.xterior 
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of the cistern, each of which panels -contains (or rather 
OMce contained/ for many of them are defaced,) portions of 
a long inscrv^tion in the Persian character, which forms 
lines or verses oi poetry. Several of these inscribed panels or 
compartments have been so defaced that the letters are enthely 
gone ; in others there are only small fragments or portions of 
letters ; and in only one or two of the panels is there any 
perfect unbroken portion of the inscription remaining. 
Prom two of the panels, however, one is able to read that 
this was a hauz made for Jah&ngir, the son of Akhar Shah. 
The panels are ornamented with sculptured flower devices 
twining round and between the letters of the inscription. - 
The following are copies of all the fragments of the in- 
scription that can be read in the various panels : — 


• • • • 31 (j)V 

^1 W-*-' J j 

O . . ■£ . . . . ^ 

Entirely defaced 

O 

•••, 

J . . . . 

c-ijjj) .... ybj vi;^' 

.......a. ^->-'•<"^1 


..1 
..2 
..3 
..4 
, 6 
.6 
.7 
.8 
.9 
10 


This ham is said to have originally stood in one of the 
courts of Jah&,ngir’s palace. It was afterwards removed 
from thence and placed in front of the great " Diwan Am,*’ 
or Fublio Throne Sail, in the hollow in the centre of the 
fort, which is now used as an arvmivry. It was at length 
removed altogether from the fort and placed in the piMie 
gardens, commonly called by the natives the ** Kampani 
Bagli,” where it now stands. 


Mashd of Motamid Khan, Theasxjber of Jahangir, in the Kash- 

nim Bazak, Agra. 

In concluding my notice of the architectural remains of 
the time of Jahdlngir, it may be as well that I should add a short 
description of a Masjid in the Kashmiri Bazar of Agra, 
which was built by Motamid Elhan, the Treasurer, or 
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Bakhshi, of JaL^gir. This Masjid is built of red sandstone. 
The stone has plain dressing, mth very little orimmentation. 
The Masjid is 63 feet 6 inches in length by somewhat of 
upwards of 20 feet .in breadth. It has three domes, and an 
octagonal tower at each front end corner, with a taj or 
apse at back, projecting 1 foot, and 21 feet 2 inches in 
length. 

. The mausoleum of Itwiad-ttd-daulah is situated on the 
opposite or east side of the river from Agra, — that is, on the 
left bank of the river Jamna, close to and to the north side 
of the eastern end of the pontoon bridge. 

This mausoleum is stated by certain native authorities to 
have been built by, or for, Grhaias Beg, who lived both in 
the time of Akbar and Jahhngir, and became the High 
Treasurer of Jahllngir.* Sir William Sleeman, however, in 
his “ Rambles and Becollecfions” says — “ The tomb contains, 
“ in the centre, the remains oi^waja Aeeas, one of the most 
“ prominent characters of the reign of Jah^ngh, and those of 
** his wife. The remains of the other members of his family 
“ repose in rooms all around them, and are covered wiih. 
** slabs of marble richly cut. * « * » 

** Khwaja Aeeas, a native of western Tartary, left that country 
** for India, where he had some relations at the imperial 
court who seemed likely to secmre his advancement, 
** ■* ^ ^ ^ Asuf Khan, a distant 

relation of Aeeas, held high place at court, and was much 
“ in the confidence of the Emperor. He made his kinsman 
his private secretary. Much pleased with his diligence 
“ and ability, Asuf soon brought his merits to the notice of 
“ Akbar, who raised him to the command of a thousand 
horses, and soon after appointed him master of the house- 
hold. Prom this, he was afterwards promoted to that of 
“ Etniad od doulah [i. e. ItimM-ud-daulah], or High Trea- 
“ surer, one of the first ministers.” — Sleeman then goes on to 
speak of his daughter (of whose bh’th in the desert he also 
gives a very interesting account). This daughter of Khwaja 
Aeeas, alias Ghaias Beg, married a noble Pathan named 
Shk Afghan, whom Prince Salim, afterwards Jahangir, caused 
to be killed, in order to gain possession of her.f She after- 

* See Seal Cband’e " Tafrih ill Imdrat” 

t Note hy General Cunningham . — The title of Shir xtns Afkan, the “ lion-killer," and 
not Afghan. He was not assassinated by Prince Salim before tlic death of Afcbar^ but 
after his accession to the throne, and aGer he had assumed the name of Jahangir. 
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■wards became as Nur Jalian, tbe beautiful, clever, influential, 
and intriguing queen of Jabdngir. ■ 

This mausoleum is a square building of 69 feet 2 inches 
eacb side, exteriorly* There is a beautiful octagonal tower 
at each corner, of which seven sides are ■visible, and project 
from the building, each of the sides measuring 4 feet 9 inches 
in breadth. ' The building is entirely composed of, or rather 
encased in or faced with, white marble exteriorly, and partly 
interiorly, which is beautifully inlaid with mosaic loorh. It 
contains nine chambers, namely, four long-shaped side 
chambers, 23 feet inches in length by 13 feet If inch in 
breadth,— square corner chambers, measuring 13 feet 
If inch each side, — and one large squai’e central chamber, 
measuring 22 feet 1 inch each side. The outer walls are 5 
feet 6 inches in thickness, the side partition walls 4 feet 
2^ inches in thickness, and the central partition walls 
4 feet 9f inches in thickness. There is a beantiful arched 
entrance in the centre of each of the four sides, 7 feet 8 
inches in breadth. On each side of each of these entrances 
there is a narrow recess, or ■window, 3 feet 10 inches in 
breadth, filled up with beautiful perforated marble lattice- 
work, at its outer side. On each side of the last, again, and 
between them and the corner towers, there are still more 
beautiful arched ■window recesses, 6 feet 6 inches in breadth 
exteriorly, and 3 feet 10 inches in breadth interiorly. In 
the centre of this window, and dividing the 'wider exterior 
from the narrower interior, there, is a beautiful screen of 
perforated marble lattice-work. Each chamber has a door- 
way leading into the one next adjoining it;. but the central 
chamber has only one open door, — ^the oilier three correspond- 
ing recesses, simulating doors, being filled up ■with beautiful 
perforated marble lattice- work screens similar to those before 
described. 

The actual doorway into the central chamber is on the 
south side. In the middle of the central chamber there 
are two marble tombs (of Ghaias Beg, alias Khwaja Aeeas, 
and his ■wife) standing on a low raised platform of variegated 
stone, 6 feet 6 inches by 6 feet 6 inches. The tomb of the 
lady is exactly in the centre, but that of her Imshand is 
placed a little on one side towards the west. There are no 
inscriptions on these two tombs. In the north-eastern 
comer chamber there are also two marble tombs, one of a 
male and the other of a female, and on one of them there 
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is an inscription, -wliicli, lioweycr, consists merely of religious 
texts, or of quotations from the Quran. In each of the other 
three corner chambers, also, there is a single marble tomb.* 
AU these tombs, or rather tombstones, are placed, longitu- 
dinally, north and south, according to the usual Muham- 
madan custom. The sides of the central chamber are lined 
•vvith marble inlaid ^vith mosaics, representing jdowers, but 
the roof (Tvhich is arched up to a sort of flat dome) is lined 
rvith fine stucco work, embellished with' rich and beautiful 
flowered and other devices in colours, and gilding, the whole 
being permeated, or each device divided off, by a sort of 
painted network. The side chambers are panelled to a 
height of about 4 feet from the floor, with slabs of marble 
inlaid with plainer mosaic work, but the ttpper part of the 
walls, and the ceiling of the side chambers, are lined with 
plaster, ornamented on the sides with beautiful paintings 
of ‘flowers and representations of long-necked vases; and 
on the ceiling with a network of devices in colours and 
gilding, but which have, of late years, become very much 
tarnished and defaced. 

In the thickness of the outer wall of the southern side 
chamber, there are two separate flights of stairs, entered 
from two side recesses in the chamber, which ascend to the 
roof, or rather to the second storey of the mausoleum. On 
the centre of this upper storey there is a beautiful square- 
shaped marble chaii% or pavilion, measuring 26 feet 8 
inches each side, exteriorly, and raised on a low plat- 
form 31 feet 8 inches square. Tliis upper building is cover- 
ed by a canopy-shaped roof, sending out broad sloping 
eaves composed of marble slabs, on all four sides. The, 
sides of this upper building are almost entirely composed 
of marble open-work screens, or perforated marble lattice- 
work, divided into twelve compartments (arched above) by 
eight side and four comer square-shaped marble supports, 
or piUars. The eastern and western sides are pierced by 
doorways. In the case of the western doorway facing the 
river, however, all the marble lattice-work has been broken 
away from above it. In the centre of this upper chamber 
there are two marble cenota<pliSt which are the exact coun- 
terparts of the two marble tombs in the central chamber 
below. The intei'ior dimensions of this upper building are 


’1= Thus there arc seven tombs, nllogclhur, iu this iiinusolciiui. 
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22 feet 7^ inches each side. The whole of the flat roof 
of the lower storey of the mausoleum surrounding this 
upper building is paved with marble. 

I before mentioned that there are octagonal towers, faced 
with marble, at each corner of the mausoleum. Each of 
these towers spreads out into a beautiful balcony supported 
by brackets, where they reach the top or roof of the mauso- 
leum. Above this, the towers become circular, and rise to 
a considerable height above the mausoleum, until they 
again spread out into a graceful balcony supported by 
brackets, and are finally sm’mounted by handsome marble- 
domed cupolas, supported on eight graceful slender marble 
pillars, with arches between. A stair ascends to the top of 
each of these towers. The roof of the mausoleum spreads 
out beyond the building on each side, and this projection 
on all sides is supported by brackets. There was originally 
a marble railing along the edge of each side of the marble 
platform of the roof, but this has been destroyed, pro- 
bably by the Jdts or Mahrattas. The Jats, at least, are 
accused of having robbed this beautiful mausoleum of the 
greater portion of the inlaid stones of the mosaics, to which 
the numerous- empty stoneless sockets at the present day 
bear witness. I however fear that the robbery of the ex- 
quisite mosaics of the mausoleum of Itimad-ud-daulah is not 
attributable altogether to either the Jfits or the Mahrattas, 
but that the makers of models in stone and marble, for which 
Agra is unfortunately celebrated, have, for years past, carried 
on a system of pilfering of the mosaics of the less watchfully 
cared for buildings about Agra. The stones which composed 
these mosaics were originally brought from great distances, 
and from many various quarters, and at an enormous ex- 
penditure of money; and therefore it cannot be supposed 
that the native stone-workers of Agra spend their lacs >of 
rupees, like Shah Jah&n, in order to bring these large-sized 
pieces of agate and other precious stones and gems from all 
quarters, simply for the miniature mosaics and ornamental 
models, boxes, and plates which they manufacture for sale 
to Europeans. I myself have seen in the shops, or show- 
rooms, of the native ornamental stone-workers of Agra 
fragments which I am certain — ^nay, which I could swear-^ 
were simply pilfered from the various marble buildings inlaid 
with mosaics at Agra. No doubt these men give sufficiently 
liberal presents to the malis, or chowlddars, or other persons in 
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clial’gc of these huildiiigs, in order to ho allowed to pick out 
all the easily loosened stones of the mosaics at their pleasure, 
and have nothing said about it. This matter should most 
certainly bo looked after and enquired into by the Government 
of India. In the name of the beautiful, hut secretly sadly 
ill-used, ancient buildings of Agra, I would beg to prefer my 
request to the head of the Archajological Survey that he 
will do all in his i^ower to move the Government of India to 
put a stop for ever to this base system of pilfering, and to 
prevent these exquisite buildings from being robbed of all 
that makes them beautiful. 

The mausoleum of Itimad-ud-daulah is built upon a raised 
platform of red sandstone, of 1.50 feet 10 inches in length 
each side, and between 30 and 40 feet in breadth. It was 
originally surmounted by a stone railing at the edge, which has 
been destroyed. On the east and west sides there are the 
remains of square tanks, in which fountains formerly played. 

The mausoleum is surrounded by a great waUed enclosure, 
open towards the river front or western side. There is a 
grand ornamental gateway in the centre of the eastern side, 
64 feet in length and 30 feet in breadth. The dimensions of 
the walled enclosure which surrounds the mausoleum are 540 
feet each side. There are towers at each of the four corners 
of this enclosure, those towards the river front being the finest. 
These towers are built of red sandstone. There is an orna- 
mental building of red sandstone at the centre of the river 
front, 67 feet in length, which is occasionally used as a 
temporary residence by the European residents of Agra for 
change of air. There is also an ornamental red sandstone 
building at the middle of each side of the enclosure, each of 
these side buildings being 70 feet in length. 

On the centre of the river face of the low frontage wall, 
or embankment of masonry facing the river, there is a 
representation of a fish carved in white marble. There is 
an interesting traditionaiy legend connected Avith this fisht 
to the effect that when the waters of the river Jamna, in their 
rise during the rains, reach the moulh of IhLs fsh, then 
Allahabad will he submerged. This year (187 Ij, owing to 
the excessive fall of rain, the water rose to a height several 
feet entirely above the fish (some say that it reached a height 
of 6 feet above the fisli) • hut although Allahabad perhaps 
came very near being submerged, yet, nevertheless, it esesj*?^ 
actual submergence. 



1.12 Alien /IJOLOOICAL IIKPOUT, 1871-72, 

AllCHITECTUllAL REMAINS OP THE TIME OP SHAH 

JAHAN. 

Tjik Palace of Shah Jaifax. 

The mcasuromont of numerous other, perliaps less Icnoivn, 
but equally important, buildings in and about Agra did not 
leave mo time to make a regular survey of this palace ; and 
it appeared to mo that my instructions did not absolutely 
require mo to make a ground plan of it. Moreover, I had 
reason to believe that General Cunningham had already, some 
time ago, secured the measurements of this palace. I may 
simply state that it is situated immediately on the north side, 
and adjoining the red stone palace of Jahhngii’. It is entered 
by a narrow jiassage, a short distance to the left, or north, 
of the north-western front tower of the palace of JahAngu*. 
There may probably, in old times, have been a grander en- 
trance, now closed up ; but through the narrow passage above 
mentioned one enters immediately into a grand court (some- 
where about one hundred feet square) with a paved way 
all round the sides, and having a garden (and originally also 
fountains) in the middle of the area. Beyond this (and 
between it and the retaining wall overhanging the moat next 
the river) there is a narrower court, and also a long alley, or 
passage, at a lower level running north and south, and a 
raised terrace. This portion of the palace of Shah Jahan 
is built of red-coloured sandstone, varied here and there with 
plastered brick-work ; but it has none of those thoroughly 
Indian features which distinguish the red stone palace of 
Jahhngir. The interior courts are elegant as a whole, but 
are otherwise rather plain in their details (at least as com- 
pared to the richly sculptured stone- work in the older palace 
of Jahangir) ; and with the exception of those general, but 
here more slightly mai’ked, Indian characteristics which 
might naturally be expected, would not afford any very wide 
contrast to the open garden courts in some of the old rhan- 
sions in the south of Spain and Italy ; the prevailing Indian 
characteristics being the small size of the apartments and 
the narrow stairs and passages, and the wide slanting veran- 
dahs, like eaves, or stone awnings, formed of broad thin 
slabs of stone, which project fi’om, and once gave sheltering 
shade to, the front of the buildings of the courts. On going 
beyond the courts of the palace itself, one ascends to a high 
raised terrace whieh overlooks the moat next the river. 
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ITcro one first comes to a beautiful octagonal marble pavi- 
lion covered by a gilt cupola, ■which crowns or surmounts 
one of the towers or high bastions. This beautiful marble 
pavilion has, of late years, been showing a very strong in- 
clination to topple over down into the moat below (a height 
of somewhere about 60 or 70 feet), and has been leaning 
over and cracking every year more and more. This was 
owing to a sinldng of, and a vertical fissure in, the tower or 
bastion below, on the summit of which the marble pavilion 
rests. The Government, however, at length took compas- 
sion on the tottering condition of this “thing of beauty f 
which had very nearly become — not “ a joy for enerf but a 
delight of the eyes lost for over, and they have of late been 
propping it up and repairing it. Close to the west of this 
there is a marble-pillared side building ; and the next thing 
which stiilces one’s view is a beautiful marble building, 
famous for its great and most exquisitely beautiful white 
marble open lattice-work screen, which was used on grand 
occasions as a state hall by the ladies of the court. Beyond 
this is the beautiful and famous many-piUared white marble 
building, inlaid interiorly with mosaic work, called the 
“ Dmdn Khas.” Forty-seven feet 6 inches to the north of 
the Dhcdn Khas, in the front of the centre of the open 
part of the great terrace, is the black marble throne of 
JahUngir, described in the preceding portion of my report. 
Towards the northern side of the buildings of the palace of 
Shah Jahan are the JIamams or royal baths. One of these 
is the “ Shish Mahalf or more properly Shish FLamam, the 
sides and ceiling of which are lined or spangled over with 
small miniature mirrors of irregular shape, or rather -with 
bits of glass originally backed with some composition having 
the same effect as quicksilver, and which are set in plaster. 
Brom one of these JIamams, it is said that a former Governor 
General of India (the Marquis of Hastings) removed a 
beautiful white marble bath, which was presented to the 
British Sovereign.® Beyond this again, further towards the 
north, in an elevated position, but the features of which 
have been very much changed by alterations to suit the 


• Sir V'llliara Slccmnn, in liis " Rambles and Secollections," says — “ The Marquis of 
“ Hastings, when Governor General of India, broke np one of the most beautiful baths of 
“ this palace to send homo to George IV, Eingof England, then Frince Regent, and the 
“ rest of the marble of the suite of apartments from which it had been taken, with all its 
“ exquisite fretwork and mosaic, was afterwards sold by auction, on account of our Govern- 
“ ment, by owlcr of the then Governor General, Lord W. Bcntinck 
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convenicnco of tlio inmates of tlic fort, iLcrc are the 
remains of a series of very fine wliite marble railings ; and 
it is said that other line buildings of Shah Jahan (some of 
marble) formerly stood here, ■which have in later times been 
■pulled dovra. 

Immediately to tho back or west of the palace of Shah 
Jahan, but facing towards tho ■west, and situated on the 
east side of a low hollow smToimdcd by earth-work, is the 
great Diiodn Am^ which is now used as an armoury. This 
building had originally either three or four grand arched 
gateways leading into the great eourt or area in front of it. 
IVo of these arched gateway's, one of which leads towards 
the palace of jahdngir, and the other towards the Moti 
Masjid, are in a very perfect condition ; but the one on the 
south side, in the direction of tho palace of Jahhngir, is 
stopped up -with brickwork and plaster. Near this gate 
there are some old Muhhmmadan tombs. Of travellers and 
tourists, and writers of “ Guides^* some have attributed this 
building to Akbar, and others to Jahfingir; but I have 
every reason to believe that it was built by Shah Jahan, 
and was his great Dkcan Am, or public hall of audience. 
This Diioan Am was originally an ojyen building built of 
red sandstone, and resting on a double series of square 
pillars standing on square-shaped bases higher than their 
breadth and bevelled off at - the top comers. Engrailed 
arches, so characteristic of Shah Jahan’s time, rise from and 
between the jpillars, and must have given a light appearance 
to the building ; but the British authorities have filled up the 
interspaces between the outer range of pillars with brick- 
work, and covered the whole, both inside and outside, with 
whitewash. The back or eastern side of the Ditoan-i-Am is 
formed into a beautiful two-storeyed colonnade ; and from 
each end of the building a long colonnade extends on each 
side, that is on the north and south sides, running from east 
to west, thusrforming a grand colonnade court. Beyond the 
east end lies the grand raised terrace ■with the black marble 
throne in its mid-fr’out, and the beautiful inany-pillared 
Diwan-i-Khas somewhat to one side. Thus the black marble 
throne immediately overlooks the great quadrangle facing 
the J)iiO(Mi-i-Am. 

Immediately close to the north end of this JDiwan Am is a 
beautiful little white marble tlnee-domed Masjid, called the 

Nagina Masjid, '' which, as its name implies, is a perfect 
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. little gem. It was tlic private Masjid of the royal ladies or 
Begams of the court. 

This gem of a Masjid is as tantalizing as beautiful, for it is 
built up, or built in, or built out (I hardly know which to say) 
on all sides ; and one cannot get at it, except by scaling tne 
walls. This beautiful little Masjid, like almost everything else 
very beautiful of this kind, was built by Shah Jahan for the 
use of the ladies of bis court. . 


Tub Mow Masjid. 

This Masjid is situated in the fort to the north-west of the 
palace and other buildings of Shah J ahan, near the present 
Ordnance Department, and immediatclj'’ in front, or to the 
cast of Salimgai'h (described in a preceding portion of my 
report), and to the north of the great Diwan Am, now used 
as an armoury. 

The building of this Masjid was commenced in the year 
of the Hijra 1056-7 (A. D. 1648) ; it took seven years to 
build, and was completed in the year of the Hijra 1063 
(A. D. 1666), in the 26th year of Shah Jahan’s reign, about 
five years before his deposition, and about eight or ten years 
before his death. It is said to have cost the sum of ilM'ee 
hundred thousand rujpees (about thirtg thousand pounds 
sterling). 

On the entablature over the front row of supporting pillars, 
on the eastern face of the western covered-in part of the 
Moti Masjid, which was used for worship, there is a long 
inscription running the whole length of it, which reads as 
follows. The letters of the inscription are composed of black 
marble inlaid into the white marble.) 

m ^ •* •• 

111 (yillj ytj * 

yjiju jj jSi » iXu)^ uUiT j] ti • 

* t 
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jSbl ^1 JjJ AjJj fjSii]/is] j} • 

Af j^juojiij j 0 aJLft ^ y ^ ^^^Laa. 

LS-vttJ) *^J)i} b • ^Ji^‘o tjla:^ 

# ll|j 1 **i„ .,1 m/^ % ^ ^ jLos^^ bbjb • L. *^ .«te^l ttK ) 

•• ^ 

• lA,,a<« j-*oyo ^mSi<M j] y*uj^ ^tXsr*^ f^O jlxl __^3^ ^ 

^1;*“ u5‘^'* 31 J • 

iJjJa. ^^Italui ^ ^LwJ!a.] Ujbc;^ • 8o|>\J V?- cJ^ >r4^^ 

jjls 8^b ^iUily^ ^\^Luuc ^jfjj] (•jj^l 

•• ♦••••• 

Ai • ^^Mlye gUj aUI 

Kiri^j ^ b Vl)b«T JJ^J j] 3 • 3^* Vl>b»T^ [j Viri^ 

( 

^ (*b*^' b j cj-vs^ • 3^ u^bj/* 

t— ^1/4 IS^J 4«^^31 ‘ib • ^^jiiAaUs iJLt^U \j CirtiLa 

•v^jl^Aftilsj ji^^ «ijT )] ^3,5'^ 



1 



1 

'ey[j*->| j j(j cslU ^J}li^ 


1 

{_^| jjJi>Oi>a.i£UL» 


jjj*} 


vjjbj‘5 3 J^j^ • <^3^ ; \-S‘J3ji Vijb-"T «.»'laj 

gLi ^JJb^ Vi^^Ua tUssr^ ij/i*^') v'^ jAla«J)^| • ^ 

•• 

Ajjjy t£AJ eUM JUu > i^jb tb liLS-jb jjjIjA 

^ AXau JIaj) |,avm j dt»' m } 

‘ik^ JJ-! j'^ cMl l*Mt^ Aw 

J^)i>)- b »l-wi>b ^y•ll VJ/^ 

b U>^ d«-Jl«^ j CtJUi) 3 V)j}*^J3J oboua. ^_jjlili)_j iidIcIIs 

• y^iJUl LJj\j^^^] lSlJ)j^cijlC S^T 

I will afterwards give a translation of this inscription, with 
my comments thereon, towards the end of - this description 
o.f the Moti Masjid. In the meantime I have to make my 
dne acknowledgments to Dr. Playfair, of Agra, for a very 
excellent copy of this inscription. It was accompanied by-.a 



fvmishilion, which wns, no douhl, made hy a native; but as 
tbi}? tninslation was very crude, and not. altogether according 
to Ibiglish idiom, I shall take the liberty of giving a trans- 
lation of my own. 

Ihe 2\toti Masjid is 23 t feet 3 inches in length from cast 
to west,* by 1S7 feet. S inches in breadth from north to south 
(taiaus the projections of the tower.«, the gateway, and of the 
western kibla apse). The actual mosque itself is raised 
towards the eastern end on a high mass of masoni'y, or basc- 
inejit, which contains a series of lower vaulted chambers 
under the eastern front and northern and southern sides of it; 
and a railed exterior gallciy or balcony runs from the level 
of the entrance into the. gateway (at about one-third of the 
height of the huilding from the ground), round the eastern 
end and northern and southern sides of the building, which 
gallery leads into a second or upper range of small side cham- 
bers, the roofs of which form the fioor of the side cloisters 
of the interior of the Masjid itsSclf. This ^lasjid being built 
upon sloping grotmd, which is highest at the western, and 
lowest, at. the eastern end, the basement of the building con- 
sequently decreases in height towards the western end, where 
the upper storey, or acUinl IMasjid itself, at length comes to 
be on a level, oV on the same plane with the surface of the 
ground at tlie hack towards the west. Tlic exterior of the 
Masjid is built of, or rather faced with, slabs of red sandstone, 
hut. according to the almost invariable, and I think unfor- 
tunate, custom in Indo-l^ruhammadan architecture, the centre 
or core of the walls is filled up with rubble briclc-toor/c 
for 7 'oras) and mortar, so that there is a mere thin outer 
casing of stone-work, whether it be of red sandstone or of 
marble. Tliis style of architecture would, according to 
Huskin, he considered imtrue and vol genuine, or a mere 
false prctcnco simulatiiiff a stone and marble building, but 
which in reality is neither stone nor* marble, but simply a 
building of which the walls arc in reality composed of rub- 
ble brick-work faced oultoaj'dhj with thin slabs of red sand- 
stone, and imoardhj lined with a veneering of marble ; and 
I must say I would be inclined to agree on this point with 
Buskin. 

The exterior of this Masjid, when one is close to it, taken 
alone by itself, I consider to be anything hut pretty ; for it is 


* Suo riiilc XV for n detnilcd pliiu of Uic Moli Miinjid. 



M8 


AlJCn/lJOLOaiCATi nUPORT, 1871-72. 


too evidently' eomposed of a mere shell of thin slabs of red 
sandstone. And moreover the exterior wall is very hare 
and entirely unadorned, inth the exception of a sort of bal- 
cony or gallery, before described, leading to small exterior 
side chambers half-way up, and a few archways below ; and 
is too much of a plain straight-up-and-down red sandstone 
heslabbed structure. 'When so close to the red sandstone 
exterior at the aide of the building, that one secs nothing of 
the marble domes or cupolas above, one might almost fancy 
that one was standing at the bottom of the high bare wall of 
some land of jail or penitcntiaiy. It may perhaps he an 
imitation of the straight-up-and-down sc[uare walls of the 
Jcaaha at MekJea, or might perhaps he compared to the 
straightly stretched straiglit-up-and-down tent walls of the 
Israelitish Tahernacle^ petrified into red sandstone. The 
interior of this Masjid certainly is beautiful, it being entirely 
lined or veneered interiorly with white and blue and grey- 
veined marble ; hut the beauty or the illusion of marble 
solidity is entirely dispelled by the remembrance that the 
exterior consists of a mere outer shell of thin slabs of red 
sandstone, that the centre or body of the walls is composed 
of mere rubble brick-work and mortar, and that the inside 
of the building is after all a more thin veneering of marble. 

The walls which enclose the upper storey, or what is really 
the Masjid, are only about 3 feet 6 inches to 4 feet in 
thickness, including the outer casing of red sandstone, the 
central core or body of brick-work, and the inside lining of 
marble. The gateway, which is very fine, makes a trihedral 
projection from the centre of the eastern end of the mosque, 
and one ascends to the gateway by a broad and high pair of 
stone stairs or flights of steps ascending aloft from either side, 
north and south (the southern steps having been in recent 
times closed up by a wall). 

There is an octagonal tower at each of the four corners of 
the building, of which five sides are visible in projection from 
the walls exteriorly, each side measuring 4 feet 5^ inches ; 
and about 50 feet eastwards, counting from the western end 
corners, there is a three-sided portion of a tower running 
up eaoA side wall, and which mark the commencement of 
the raised platform of the western, portion of the Masjid 
which was used for worship. 

The exterior of the gateway is of red sandstone, but the 
of vthe passage through the gateway, side, ceiling, and 
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floor, is entirely lined with marble. The gateway widens out 
in the centre interiorly into a yestibule 16 feet square, which 
has a domed ceiling interiorly. At each side of this central 
vestibule there is a sort of wing composed of a raised plat- 
form under a blind arch. Each of these raised side wings 
or platforms is 10 feet 8 inches in breadth by about 6 feet 
2 inches in depth. 

One thus passes suddenly from a very gloomy, formal, 
stiff, dingy, red sandstone exterior into the glaring white 
marhle interior of the Masjid. When once inside^ all is 
marble around with the exception of the crenelated tops 
of the walls which appear above like a red rim. In the 
centre, interiorly, of the northern and southern sides, there 
is a beautiful white marble archway corresponding in ap- 
pearance to the gateway which is in the centre of the east- 
ern end, but which are not gateways, but from each of 
which a pair of flights of stairs descend down on either 
side to two side entrances in the lower vaulted basement 
storey below. In the centre of the court of the Masjid there 
is a beautiful marble tank or reservoir 37 feet 7 inches 
square, in which worshippers used to bathe their feet 
before saying prayers ; and between the south-east corner 
of the tank and the south-east interior corner of the 
Masjid, there is an ancient sundial composed of a low octa- 
gonal marble pillar about 4i feet in height with no gnomon, 
but simply two cross lines and an arc. A beautiful marble 
, many-pillared cloister, 10 feet 10 inches in width and raised 
at a higher level than the pavement of the court of the 
Masjid, runs round the eastern, northern and southern sides 
of the com’t, but is interrupted by the gateway and the 
two side archways. The cloisters contain 68 rather slender 
pillars, with twelve-sided shafts resting on square bases; 
but at the north-eastern and south-eastern corners of the 
cloister the pillar is not single, but a quadruple one, composed 
of four pillars conjoined back to back, but which, ij counted 
as separate^ would make the whole number 64. 

The western portion of the Masjid, which was used for 
worship, is a grand colonnaded compartment with massive 
pillars of veined marble, and which is about 148 feet 10 
inches in length by 66 feet in breadth interiorly, contain- 
ing 18 massive square or rather cross-shaped pillars which 
are ranged in three longitudinal series, and 14 half pillars 
or pilasters at the back and sides of blue and grey veined 
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white innrhlc ; and (ho whole is surmounled by (hree white 
inarhlo (hincs, of which the central one is larger than the 
other two, and which marldc domes look very pretty at a 
distance, when their necks are hidden by the top of the 
hnilding, but which are very ugly things wiien one ascends 
to the top of the roof and gets close to them. At a long 
distance off they look like great white pearls or bubbles 
rising from the top of the Masjid ; but when one ascends 
the roof and gets close up to them, they look, for all the 
world, like f/rcai while crocus bulbs or onions turned upside 
down, or like great petrified peg-iops or spinning lops 
reversed, and resting on a thick ugly neck. These domes 
have, over and over again, put me strongly in mind of 
Buddhist Bagobas ; in fact they exactly resemble Buddhist 
Dagobas planted on the roof of another building. The 
dome of the 2V/; also strikes one with the same idea when 
one is on the roof close to it. I am very strongly of opinion 
that those (whoever they were, whether Slughals or Turks) who 
first introduced this kind of dome must have copied it from 
the design of those Buddhist Bagobas which they met with 
in many countries surrounding them — nay, and which (as 
far as regards the jMughals of Contiul Asia at least) they 
might sec iilcnty of in the territories w'hich came under 
tlicir owm sway. It is strange, however, that the domes of 
the Jumnia or Jdmai Masjid at Agra do not strike one so 
much with this idea. (Though an illustration of a Buddhist 
Bagoba of very similar shape may be seen in Coleman^s 
Hindu Myihologgt plate 31, figure 3.) The domes of the 
Jdmai Masjid may perhaps be called Saracenic (though 
I deny the correctness of the term), or shall w*o call them 
Persian ? Por most certainly, the broad, pear-shaped, full- 
bottomed domes (very broad at bottom, and with little or no 
neck) originated in Persia, for the oldest specimens of this 
other kind of dome may be seen in Persia at the present day, 
(I believe at Ispahan and other places) as well as the 
prototypes of the Kutb Minor. The domes of the Jdmai 
Masjid of Agra are more like balloons reversed than 
anything else. 

To return to the great colonnade in the covered-in western 
compartment of the Moti Masjid intended for worship 
(mentioned above.) As above stated, there are three longi- 
tudinal ranges of six pillars each ; the front range of 
pillars are on the plan of a square with a projection 
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at baclv'/ The ccnlral and hack ranges of pillars are 
cross-shaped. The bases of these pillars are plain, but 
the shafts arc elegantly ornamented with a head running up 
each of the eight, corners, and arc somewhat further orna- 
mented below where they expand or spread out at bottom 
on to the bases. Arches supporting the roof spring up from 
the four corners of the capitals of these pillars, and in the 
centre of three of the interspaces culminate at the edges 
of the domes which t hey converge to support. These arches 
are engmiled or ornanumlcd with a wavy outline in what is 
(rightly or wrongly) called the Saracenic style (a term of 
which I am very much inclined to doubt and dispute the 
correctness of). 'NVith this last-mentioned exception, the 
pillars themselves and the colonnade taken generally as a 
whole, have nothing whatever of those Saracenic charac- 
teristics with which many people seem anxious to invest 
them ; for the pillars and the general style of the arched 
colonnade havij, on the contrary, really something very 
Italian about /hem, and, but for its lowness or being want- 
ing in height, Anight almost bo compared to the colonnades 
. composed of riiassivo square or cross-shaped marble pillars 
which may ho seen in many of the mediceval churches and 
other buiidin/gs in Italy; and I think this affords a veiy 
strong cvidenjcc in support of the opinion held by some that 
aii Ittilian, a/s well as a rrcnch architect, must hjtve been 
employed 1)^ Shah Jahdn. I myself do not believe that this 
massive Itnlian-lookiug marble colonnade could have been 
the concopipon of a native of India. The internal hollows of 
the domes /in Iho ceiling of this colonnade, upon which the 
arches converge, are very shallow, like the shallow internal 
domes in I the ceilings of Italian buildings, and are not 
compatible} with the thoroughly Mughal Indian bulging out 
• exterior domes raised on a neck which surmount the whole 
on the rocJf and rise from the top of the building. The bases 
of the pmiars of this triple colonnade are about 4 feet 
inchcsl square in breadth, and the shajls axe about 3 feet 
^ inches e qiiare in breadth. ITrom the central exterior dome 
being the largest, or larger than the other two, one would 
iiaturally.' suppose that the central space between the two 
central feansverse ranges of pillars (the four middle ones of 
n'hich sipport the central dome) would also have been the 

But it is not so. For instance, the distance between 
the two front pillars of the central interspace is 17 feet, 
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the distance between the two middle pillars is 16 feet 10^ 
inches, the distance between the two back pillars is 16 feet 
11^ inches, and the distance between the two back half pillars 
or pilasters is 16 feet 11 inches. Then, to compare with this, 
take the distance between the piUars of the two side in- 
terspaces, the middle ones of wliich support the- side domes. 
In these two interspaces of that to the looking towards 
the west, the distances between the two front pillars is 
17 feet ; the distance between the two middle pillars also 17 
feet; the distance between the two back piUars 17 feet 

I inch ; and the distance between the two back half pillars 

or pilasters 16 feet 11 inches. Of the domed interspace on 
the aide, looking west, the distance between the two 

front pillars is 16 feet 11^ inches; the distance between the 
two middle piUars is 16 feet 11 inches ; thel distance be- 
tween the two back piUars is 16 feet 11^ inohes ; and the 
distance between the two back half piUars pilasters is 
16 feet 11^ inches. The distances betweeih. the piUars in 
other two side interspaces vary from 16 ffeet 11^ inches 
to 16 feet 11 inches, 16 feet 10^ inches, amd 16 feet 9f 
inches. The above are the measurements on the distances 
between the piUars, taking the piUars in tlLeh’ tramverse 
ranges from east to west, transverse as to tl'ie colonnade, 
but longitudinal as to the .Masjid. But if aavain we take 

• the distances between the pUlars from north south longi- 
tudinally to the colonnade, but in the transverse Une of 
the Masjid, we find that the distances betweeKi the pillars 
(including the interspaces between the pUlars wh'fioh support 
the central dome) vary as foUows: measuremenHs between 
the front and middle ranges which run from norfe ;h to south 
(but measuring between east and west) 11 feet inches, 

II feet 6f inches, 11 feet 7^ inches, 11 feet 8 inchahs^ n feet 

8 inches, 11 feet 8 inches, 11 feet 8^^ inches, llfeetk7^inohes; , 
measurements between the central and back rangj Ih of piUars 
(commencing from the north end) 16 feet 10^ inchflles, 16 feet 
10 inches, 16 feet 10 inches, 16 feet 9 inches)i(^ 16 feet 
9^ inches, 16 feet 9f inches, 16 feet 10 inches, ani’s^ 16 feet 
10^ inches; measurements between the back range of pillars 

• and the back half pUlars or pUasters, 11 feet 9 iP aches, H 
feet 9^ inches, 11 feet 9 inches, 11 feet 8f inche H feet 

9 inches, 11 feet 8 inches, 11 feet 8 inches, andW ’n feet 
8 inches. It is thus proved that not only is thepi central 
interspace under the central dome no( any larger !ro,j;]ian the 



AGHA. 


153 


others, hut also that the distance between no two pillars is 
alike anywhere, but that they all vary. This shows a very 
inaccurate and careless style of building. 

The interior marble backing, or the marble lining on the 
interior sides and back of this western colonnaded compart- 
ment of the Masjid, is divided into beautiful panels which 
have sculptured devices in their centres, some of these 
sculptured devices representing groups and wreaths, and 
bunches of flowers of most exquisite workmanship. 

At the centre of the western exterior wall, outside the 
Masjid and at the bade of the kibla apse, there is a projec- 
tion or taj of very peculiar form. The central portion of 
it is a squared oblong figure, which is flanked on each side by 
a conjoined or amalgamated group of four thin shafts with 
angular projections between them. 

On the lower ground, at the southern side of the Masjid, 
and adjoining it, there is an enclosed court entered by a 
gateway towards the east, and containing some handsome 
but low-sized, or not lofty iDuildings at its western end, which 
were probably used either as a serai for 'travellers or devotee 
visitors to the Masjid, or else may have been occupied in 
former times by the Mullah and Mmzzim belonging to the 
Masjid. 

From a small doorway and passage which goes off on 
each side, just inside the great arch of the gateway, one 
ascends a flight of stairs which leads up on to the top of the 
Masjid, — that is, on to the top of the gateway, and from thence 
to the roof of the side cloisters. From these stairs, short 
side passages lead off on to four pretty little arched niches 
or balconies with pentagonal backs, — two on each side of 
the gateway, one above the other. These arched niches or 
balconies have a pretty effect in the high front of the gate- 
way, and relieve the Idgh sides of it from stiffiaess. Again, 
at each western end of the side 'cloisters, in the Masjid itself, 
there is a door which leads into a long passage at each side 
of the central western pillared colonnaded compartment, or 
place of worship. From each of these side passages three 
doorways look into each end of the western pillared com- 
partment of the Masjid. Of these three doorways, on each 
side, the central one is open, but the two lateral ones on 
either side are filled up with beautiful screens of perforated 
marble lattice-work of exquisite patterns. From each of 
these side passages a stair ascends to two upper chambers ; 
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and from (lu'so chfimbors again anolhfr Mail* ascoiuli! io (lie 
roof of the *iv(!stern end of the ^Iriijid, nla-n* onf; comes face 
lo face Aviih the marble domcH, ■which liero, at (dose quarters, 
do not look at all so pretty as at a distance, hut, ns I said 
before, look something like great onions, <kr spinning tops, 
rtvcrficclj or the lop of a great, piqipcr bos without ttic 
bole.s. 

Each of ilie four corner lowers and the two side towers 
arc snnnonnted hy marble cupolas; and at regular distances, 
on the summit of the side Iniildings, there arc four beautiful 
little square-sided four-pillared white marble laulcnis, or 
cujiolas, which have a very pretty, light, and graceful etleet. 
The summit of the gateway is also adorned with four simi- 
lar marble cupolas, su])porled on pillars, and also with the 
(formerly gill-cajijied) pinnacles of four ** ffiil-dialaii’' (or 
slender shafts) which run up the four corners of the front 
of the gateway. These mnnerons light and airy-looking 
marble cupolas produce a very exquisite eneet on a bright 
moonlight night, at which time the ^tasjid may be seen in 
its greatest beauty. The summits of the walls arc sur- 
mounted by crenelated red sandstone battlements. 

3?rom the top of ibis Masjid one obtains one of the finest 
%icws of the interior of tbe fort, the Taj, and the city of 
Agra, with tlic river Jamna winding past it, 

I stated, at the commencement of this description of the 
Moti Masjid, that. I would give a translation of the inscription 
which runs along the entablatures over the front row of pillars, 
on the inner front of llic great colonnaded compartment, 
towards the western end of the interior of the "Masjid. The 
following is a translation of the inscription, carefully made 
from the original b}*' mvsclf, with the assistance of a 
Munshi : — 

" This bright Kdbd and second Tabernacle of Bliss is as 
superiorly luminous as the bright dawn of morning is in 
comparison to the dusk of tbe evening; and the elfectit 
gives is greater than that of the sun which dazzles the eyes 
on account of its brilliancy. Its firm foundations arc equal 
to those of the heavens in height. Its towers are as henefit- 
showering as the rain-producing cloud canopy of Paradise. 
Its grand foundation indicates that it is a mosque set apart 
for adoration ; and its turrets are equal in brilliancy to the 
meridian sun when passing through the zodiac, and they 
sm*pass it in height. Each of its slender flower-pinnacled 
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shafts is like a handful of brilliant stars clustered in a cir- 
cular galaxy, or like a fountain of beneficent rays emanat- 
ing from the sun. Each of its gilded pinnacles affords light 
to the heavenly luminaries; and each of its resplendent 
arches resembles a lunar crescent, such as is hailed at the 
festival of * JcZ.’ On either side of it lies the fort, built of 
red sandstone, the citadel of Akbarabad, the walls of which 
are [to the Masjid] like the setting round an adamant ; and 
as the halo round the moon is a sure sign of a coming fall 
of beneficent rain, so also is this Masjid [thus surrounded] 
an emblem of blessing. It may he likened to a mansion 
of Paradise, or to a precious pearl; for no other Masjid 
is lined throughout with marble like this, and its liJce 
was never produced. Since the creation of the world, no 
parallel to it has ever appeared. Built by the command 
of the potentate, magnificent like Solomon, the emperor, 
the honorer of his friends, who maketh bright the counte- 
nances of the Muhammadan people, the founder of kingdoms, 
the king of kings, the shadow of God, the protector of the 
people, the prop of the kingdom. The earth being honored 
with his footsteps, and on account of his unshakeable justice, 
■\des with [or emulates] the heavens; and on account of 
this inestimable possession, the heavens are compelled to 
acknowledge the earth’s superiority. Prosperity and wealth 
are always ready at his service. Both country and religion 
befriend him on account of the equal interest he displays 
towards them both. The zephyrs of Paradise crave the dust 
of this sanctuary. As the destroying fire of hell, so his sword 
cleaves his enemies. He is the upholder of the kingdom and 
justice. His victorious sword ever thhsts for the blood of 
the infidels. Heaven itself is subservient to him. The dawn 
of the sunrise is hut as his mirror-holder. He is the sup- 
porting axis of the heavenly faith and of the laws, the admin- 
istrator of justice, the ornament of his kingdom, — ^Ahu-al- 
mazafar Shalidb-ud-din Mtihammad Sahib Qirdn Sdiii,^’ Shah 
Jahan Badshah Ghazi. 

“ This building was completed in seven years, at the cost of 
three lacs of rupees, in the 26th year of his fortunate reign, 
in the year of the Hijra one thousand and sixiv-threc (1063). 

God grant that the good intentions of this king, the 
defender of the faith, may lead other persons to make 

• “ Sahih Qirdtt Sdn!’’ mcan!i the "sceonil master (or lord) uf the fortunate conjunction 
of the idauels,” an astrological phr.-isc. 



156 ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORT, 1871-W. 

olieisance and pray for benefits at this hallowed place. 0 
Lord of the Universe ! Amen !” 

The Id'Gah of Agra. 

The Id Gah of Agra is situated on the south side of the city, 
near the village of Namner and the Sultanpur road, about 
half a mile south of the magistrate’s katoheri, and about a 
mile and a half to the south-west from the fort; 

This Id Gah was erected by Shah Jahan, and there is a 
tradition that it was built in forty days ^ — and for this reason, 
they say, there is no “farsh^* or pavement for worshippers 
to kneel on, there not having been sufficient time within the 
forty days to lay it down. 

This, like the majority of the old public buildings of Agra, 
is built of red sandstone. The Masjid or Id Gah itself is 
159 feet in length by 40 feet in breadth. It has an 
octagonal tower at each of the four corners, and each of the 
towers is surmounted by a handsome cupola rising consider- 
ably above the roof of the building. The entablature of the 
front is supported by six pillars, which consist of square 
masses of masonry, with the exception of the two middle 
ones on each side .of the great central arch, which are cross- 
shaped. The central arcWay in front is 23 feet 9 inches in 
breadth exteriorly, and the kibla apse interiorly is 26 feet 
in breadth by 12 feet in depth, and the taj, or exterior pos- 
terior projection of the kibla apse projects outwardly 4 feet 
beyond the rear or west side of the Masjid, and is 14 feet 3 
inches in length. On either side of the interior kibla apse 
there are three re(*.esses, or six in all, the central one of each of 
which three is octagonal, and the other two are square-shaped. 
The front walls of the building are 9 feet 3 inches in 
thickness. At each side comer of the taj projection at the 
rear, or west side, of the building there is a slender shaft or 
“ gul-dista these run up aloft and rise in height considerably 
above the building, — and each shaft is capped by a graceful 
cupola. These two shafts or gul-distas, with their cupolas, 
ai’e very conspicuous, and are seen from a very long distance. 

. The Id Gah stands in, and at the west end of, a great walled 
enclosm’e 666 feet 'in length by 529 feet in breadth, with 
one principal entrance gateway in the centre of the eastern 
side, and an octagonal tower 14 feet in diameter at each 
comer. The wall of this enclosure is 3 feet 4 inches in 
thickness. 



There is no inscription of ony Iciml now in iho Td Onh, hnt 
there may have hcen ono formerly ; for, Ji ftJW Uk^ 

building had fallen into a state of groat disrepair, and wiui 
repaired, it is said, through tho munillconco of the ]SI/i\val> 
of Bampur. 

MaSJID in THK MoTI hAOll. 

In the Moti Bagh there was onco a very boantiftil Mafijid, 
which'was built by Shah Jahan. It sl-ill goes by tlial name 
among the natives, tliough it lias now beoonio a- nun’o open 
unenclosed waste piece of ground. It is situated jininediately 
at the back or east of tho railway station, on tho other aide of 
the river from Agra 

About two hundred feet to ilic oast of this Ma.Hjid tlioi'o ia 
a square red sandstone building, with low towors at ea,(jh 
corner, — ^but now altered into a Europonn reaidenee, and 
very much covered with plaster, — ^wl)icJi is said, in forjrn>r 
times, to have been a residence or palace l)nilt for a favorite 
Begam, named Jfo/i of the courtof SJjah Jahan. Th/a 

building and the ground belonging to it were oj’ighially anr- 
rounded by a wall, with towers at the cornera. Of the wall and 
towers only a few vestiges remain, towards tlje east or haelf 
of the square building last above mentioned. 
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four corners of the building there is an octagonal shaft, or 
Oul-dista, 2 feet 7 inches in diameter at bottom, which run 
up to a little above the top of the building ; and each of 
these octagonal corner shafts, or slender turrets, is surmount- 
ed by a beautiful lantern or domed cupola, resting on eight 
slender pillars, — and the base of these cupolas is broader 
than or spreading out from and beyond the narrow tops of 
the octagonal shafts which they surmount, and are supported 
by brackets, — which produce a very light and graceful effect. 
The central portion of the front of the buHdmg,. which con- 
tains the grand central archway, projects about 3 feet for- 
ward from the rest of the building, and is about IJ foot 
higher than the two side wings of the building, and this pro- 
jection is surmounted at each front side corner by a beautiful 
square-shaped four-pillared lantern, capped by a beautiful 
dome-shaped cupola. 

The whole front of the building is faced with red sandstone^ 
which is beautified and embelUshed with sunken panels 
which contain exquisitely sculptured designs. The summit of 
the front wall of the building is siumounted by an entabla- 
ture or cornice from which beautifully cjid. floridly sculptured 
** hangurasf or crenelations, stand out in bold relief. There 
are two other lesser arched entrances into the Masjid, besides 
and on each side of the highest central arch, namely, an 
arched doorway in the front of each wing. A wall 3 feet 9 
inches in thickness, about 11 feet in height and about 6 feet 
in length projects forward, on each side, from each front 
corner of the building. 

This Masjid is 28 feet in mean height to the top of the 
walls. 

As I already mentioned above, the farsh, or raised plat- 
form in front of this Masjid, and the back or western wall 
of the Masjid were cut through in the centre by a Mr. 
Mackenzie, in order to make a gateway of it, and it con- 
sequently now looks more like a great' gateway than a 
Masjid. 

I would wish here to remark that I consider that, in the 
Id Gah of Ala-ud-din Khilji at Repari, near Bhateswar, — 
in the Masjid of Humayun at Kachpura, near Agra, — and 
in the Masjid of Shah Jah^n in the Moti Bagh, — we have 
three of the finest and best illustrations of the three greatest 
•possible extremes, or contrasts, in the style and architeotiu’e 
of Masjid building. 
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The MujitAz MahaLj commoiily called the “TAj Mahal.” 

It will Ije unnecessary for me to give either the measure- 
ments or a description of this well known and beautiful white 
marble mausoleum, so famous for its exquisite mosaics, and 
noble dome, and lofty graceful minars, as General Cunning- 
ham informed me that he had already in his possession a 
complete ground plan and sections and all measm’ements 
and particulars of this building. 

It will be sufficient for me to give the historical particu- 
lars shortly, as follows. This mausoleum was built, or 
commenced to he built, in A. H. 1040, or A. D. 1630, by 
Shah JahS,n as a mausoleum for his favourite queen 
Mumtfi,z Mahal, alias Mumt^z Zaman, alias B^nu Begam, 
the daughter of Naw^l.h Asif Khan, Prime Minister of 
Jahangir, who was the brother of Nur Jah^n, the queen of 
Jahangir, and the son of Ghias Beg, alias Khwaja Aeeas, 
Itimad-ud-daulah, or High Treasurer of J ahangir, over whose 
remains the beautiful mausoleum of Itimad-ud-daulah is 
built. 

The building of the Mahal cost, according to sortie 
accounts, 1,84,65,186 rupees, and according to other accounts 
3,17,48,026 rupees. It was completed in a period of upwards 
of seventeen or nearly twenty years. 

I need scarcely mention that this mausoleum also contains 
the remains of Shah JahS.n, and that it is situated, as is so 
well known, on the right hank of the river Jamna, about a 
mile and a quarter below the fort of A gra. I cannot presume 
to say more on this subject, when I know that General 
Cunningham has both the materials at hand, and the ability, 
coupled with the experience of a practised archseologist, to 
do it so much more justice than it would ever be possible for 
me to do. 

Natval Gakj, oe the Ganj or Katra op Natvab Salat Khan. 

This building, or rather great walled enclosure, is situated 
on the other side of the river Jamna from Agra, about a 
couple of hundred yards to the right hand or east side of 
the Nunihai road, beyond the Moti Bagh and the modern 
railway station. It is at the present day commonly called 

Naioal Gawy,” which I take to be a corruption of Nawab 
Ganj\ as it is said to have been built by a Nawab Salat 
Khan in the time of Shah Jah&,a. It was, at any rate. 
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most certainly built in the time of Shah Jaba,n. It is also 
sometimes called (whether rightly or wrongly) “ Waziv 
Khavi^s Katra^^ Now the question is whether ** Nawah 
Salat Khan'* and “ JVazir Khan** vrevQ one and the same 
person or not. Baja Bam, in his “ Tamirat Agrah,** calls 
this place " Katra Nawdb Salat Khan ’* and “ Nawal 
Ga/ng;** whereas Seal Ohand, in his Tafrih ul Imarat,** 
notices no place by the above names, but he mentions a 
“ JBagh mai Katrah Wazir Khan ** (a garden and Katra of 
Wazir Khan), and he gives the full name of Wazir Khan, 
as Alim-ud-din called Wazir Khan** Now, in the title 
written on my Ground Klan of this great walled enclosure, 
I have combined ihB two names, and called it the “ 6anj or 
Katra of Nawab Wazir Salat Khan.** I think, however, that 
there must be a mistake somewhere, and for the following 
reason. Across the road, or on the opposite side of the road 
from the great building or great walled enclosure in ques- 
tion, there is a sort of enclosed village called a “ Katra ; ** 
and immediately behind this, and between it and the river, 
and reaching to the bank of the river, there is a garden, 
containing a small garden palace, called “ Wazir Khan lea 
JBagh** (which, by-the-bye, has been lately purchased by' a 
native contractor in the Public "Works Department). Be- 
sides the small garden palace which faces the river, there is 
in the centre of this garden a high octagonal raised platform 
of masonry, surrounded by a stone railing, and ascended to 
by steps, and underneath this, below the surface of the 
ground, there is a great vaulted chamber, into which one 
descends by another series of steps. The enclosed village 
and garden last mentioned, I believe, must be the true Wazir 
Khan's Bagh and Katra. But in Seal Ohand’s account, he 
mentions 

“ in the ground there are several towers with domes reaching 
to the sides ! ** The man must surely have been mad I 
There is no such thing either in the Nawal Ganj, alias Katra 
of Nawab SaMt Khan, nor in the garden of Wazir Khan. 
At each of the four corners of the Nawal Ganj, alias Katra 
of Nawab Salat Khan, there is an octagonal tower, but 
^nMther “ towers imder ground,” nor “ domes reaching to the 
sfees ; ” while, again, in the garden of Wazir Khan there is. 
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as I before said, a liigb raised octagonal platform of masonry, 
with a sunken vaulted chamber underneath it, and there 
arc also tAVO corner towers of moderate height^ surmounted 
by cupolas, facing the river. 

It will therefore bo better to call the great walled enclo- 
sure which I am about to describe either “ Naioal Ganj,'^ 
or the “ Kaira of Salat Khan.** 

The dimensions of this great walled enclosure arc 374 feet 
10 inches by 372 feet 7 inches, exterior measiu’ement, 
exclusive of the outward projections of the towers and gvatc- 
ways. Ill the centre of the western and eastern sides there 
arc grand gateways, each 40 feet 10 inches in breadth by 
35 feet 8 inches in depth, through. Each of these gateways 
projects 10 feet, outivardly, beyond the line of the wall. 
These gateways arc faced with red sandstone outwardly 
and inwardly. The walls and four corner towers arc of 
brick. The walls are lofly^ and arc surmounted by crenelat- 
ed hattlements — the mnal finish to the. tops of all old walls 
in India. The towers arc octagonal, of Avhich five and 
two half sides project beyond the walls, and one and two 
half sides arc included in the thickness of the walls. 
These towers arc 17 feet in diameter, and each of the 
exterior sides incasiu'cs 7 feet. At the centre of the 
northern and southern sides of the great walled cnclosiu’c 
there is a high building (one on each side) 38 feet 3 
inches in breadth by 30 feet in depth, and these build- 
ings also project 4 feet G inches outwardly beyond the 
line of the wails. The thickness of the outer walls of the 
great enclosure is 3 feet 9 inches, and of the walls of 
the towers 3 feet 3 inches. Along the whole of the 
inside of the four walls, in the interior of the enclosure, a 
double series of chambers runs their whole length, only 
interrupted by the two gateways, the two side buildings, and 
the entrances to the towers. These double series of cham- 
bers give an occupied width of 21 feet 9 inches on all sides, 
leaving an interior unoccupied area in the midst of the 
inclosuro of 323 feet 10 inches by 321 feet 7 inches. There 
arc eleven parallel double scries of chambers (or twenty., 
two chambers in all) on the left hand, inner side, of each 
gateway i and ten parallel double series of chambers (or tioenty 
chambers in all) on the right hand, inner side, of each 
gateway ; and there are eleven parallel double scries of cham- 
bers (or iwenty-Uoo in all) to the right hand side interiorly, 
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and ten parallel double series of chambers (or twenty in all) 
to the left hand side of each “ side building” Thus there 
are 168 chambers in all which line the sides in double 
series in the interior of this great walled enclosure. There 
are stairs ascending to the top of the roof near each tower, 
two pairs of stairs in each gateway, one pair of which ascends 
to the top of each gateway ^ and the other pair ascends to the 
roofs of the, side chambers on either side of the gateway ; 
and there is a pair of stairs in each side building ascending 
to the roof. 

The gateways of this great walled enclosm’e are very fine, 
and altogether the whole constitutes a very grand and im- 
posing mass of building. 

Opposite to the western gateway of this great walled en- 
closure, and about half-way between it and the public road, 
there is an ancient Masjid in a very ruinous state, which I 
should say was more ancient than the " Gang” or Katra.” 

ARCHITECTURAL REMAINS OP THE TIME OP AURANGZIB. 

The Chiki ka Roza. 

This once beautiful but now sadly ruined and defaced so- 
called “ china” but in reality exteriorly glazed or enamelled 
mausoleum, said by some to have been buDt by Afzel Khan 
to the memory, of Wazir Khan Shirazi in the time of 
Aurangzib, is situated on the left bank of the river Jamna, 
opposite Agra, between the Zahaia Bagh of Babar and the 
Wazir Khan ka Bagh, about . half a mile to the north-eastern 
end of the pontoon bridge. It is a square building, with one 
groat central dome resting on an octagonal base. It mea- 
sures 79 feet each side exteriorly. It contains a beautiful 
central octagonal domed chamber 27 feet 10 inches in dia- 
meter, with four pentagonal arched recesses, and four square 
recesses with doorways leading to side passages. In the central 
octagonal domed chamber there are now two tombs made 
of brick, one of which is in the centre, and the other a little 
to one side, or on the west of the other. The central one is 
the -larger, and the other lower and shorter. These 
brick tombs are said to have replaced two marble tombs 
which formerly existed, but which have been destroyed. 
Besides the above central chamber there are also four square 
chambers measuring 12 feet each side interiorly in each 
corner of the building, and four long-shaped side halls, or 
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ante-cliambers, one in each side of tlie building, wbicb are 
eacb entered from outside through a Tride and lofty arch, and 
each of which measures on an average about 28 feet in 
length by 16 feet 11 inches or 16 feet in breadth ; but the 
northern and southern side balk are of a plain, oblong, rec- 
tangular shape, whHe the eastern and western, or front and 
hack, ones have a pentagonal shaped recess or extension 
at each end measuring 4 feet 10 inches in depth by 10 feet 
9 inches in breadth. These four long side halls or ante- 
chambers are open on their exterior sides, each being en- 
tered by a wide and lofty exterior archway in- the centre of 
each side of the building. All these nine chambers are con- 
nected with each other by side passages. Prom the north- 
western interior corner of the southern side hall a narrow 
arched passage goes off in a diagonal direction, at an incline, 
downwards, and probably originally descended into the crypt 
below, hut it is now bricked up at the lower end. At one 
side of the south-eastern corner chamber, and at the south 
side of the bunding, a stair ascends to the top of the building, 
but the entrance to it is now bricked up. There may indeed 
have been other similar stairs, the entrances to which have 
closed up in recent times. At each comer of the building 
there is a slender shaft or “ gul-disfa,’’ which is probably 
twelve-sided or sixteen-sided, but shows only eight sides ex- 
teriorly. These corner shafts, or ** gul-distas,'* are surmount- 
ed by graceful flower-shaped capitals, which rise consider- 
ably above the roof of the building. On each side of the 
central side archways exteriorly there are three ornamental 
projections which run up the building, one of which 
three, namely, the outer one on each side of the arch- 
ways, is a h^f shaft, or narrow pilaster, sho-wing three sides 
exteriorly. 

Underneath the building there is a great arched crypt, 
which may be entered through an archway under the side 
next the river. In this there were originally tombs, which 
have been destroyed, or at least no longer exist. These were 
the real tombs, those in the upper octagonal chamber 
having been merely intended as cenotaphs. This appears to 
he the usual custom in aU Muhammadan mausoleums. 

This mausoleum is situated on the river bank at the 
western side of a great enclosure of masonry, which mea- 
sures about 462 feet 9 inches from east to west by 323 
feet 11 inches from north to south. At the eastern side 
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there is a gateway, wldch is in a very ruinous state, 40 feet 
6 inches in breadth by 31 feet 10 inches in depth. A low 
wall, how destroyed, of 2 feet 4 inches in thickness originally 
surrounded the enclosure on the northern, southern, and 
eastern sides. This wall stood upon the outer edge of a* raised 
platform, or terrace, of masonry, about 16 feet in breadth, 
which runs round the sides of the- enclosure. At each cor- 
ner of the river front there is a fine octagonal tower of red 
sandstone, sm’mounted by a cupola, 26 feet 9 inches in 
diameter, and each of the exterior eight sides of which 
measured 11 feet. 

There is, however, a peculiarity in the form or course of 
the wall at the north-eastern corner of this enclosm’e which 
deserves notice. On the north side, at the distance of 253 
feet hack, eastward, from the north-western corner, the waU 
turns inwardly, or southwards, at an angle greater than a 
right angle, for 61 feet. The waU then turns north-east^ 
ward, at an angle greater than a right angle, for 112 feet, 
until it meets the hack "or eastern wall of the enolosm’e. 
This jog in the wall, or turning inwards of the wall at an angle, 
at the north-eastern comer, of the enclosure was evident- 
ly made purposely for the following reason : — Imme^ately 
to the north - of the enclosure of the Chiiti ha Moza lies the 
TiaUara Bagh, which was constructed by Bahar for one of his 
daughters (as described in a former portion of this report). 
Now, if the northern side of the enclosure of the Chiniha 
Bozd had been allowed to rim straight on eastwards, it 
would have run into the southern side wall of the Zahara 
Bagh. They had therefore at some point to make a jog in 
the waU of the enclosure of the Qhini ha Roza, or to timi 
it off backwards and southwards. Now, this is a plain proof 
(even if there were plenty of other proof that the Ghini ha 
Boza was built some time after, or posterior to, the Zahara 
Bagh and Mahal, and that therefore the Zahara Mahal is 
older than, or was built some time previously to, the Ghini 
ha Boza. 

Under the wall and raised side terraces (before described) 
of the enclosm’e of the Ghini ha Roza there are a series of 
arched or vatdted chambers, so that its enclosure may he 
said to be built on arches of massive masomy. 

In front of the tomb on the xoestern side, next the river, , 
there are the rendains of a ghat, or quay, of masonry, 50 
feet in breadth by 64 feet in length backward. 
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The Qhini Ica Bozaj being a mausoleum, is built exactly 
according to the points of the compass, % <?., due north and 
south and east and -west, and not parallel to the course of 
the river ; whereas its . next neighbour, the Zahara Baglt 
and Mahal, was constructed simply parallel to the course of 
the river without any reference to the points of the com- 
pass ; and the two being close together, it was for this reason 
that the northern side of the cnclosm’e of the Chini Jea Boza 
(being the more recent structure) would have run into the 
southern wall of the Zahara JSagk (which was there before 
it) if it had not been turned ojf backwards at an angle. 

A. ground plan of the Chini ka Bozn and its enclosure 
(shouing all the particulars and peculiarities commented on 
above) will accompanj'' this report. 

This mausoleum, as is well known, is faced outwardly 
with what is commonly called " China ** (hence the name 
of the mausoleum), but in reality with an exterior film 
or thin coating of glazing or enamel, which is not China 
at all.* Moreover, besides being called “ China,’* it is 
commonly supposed that this building is faced, or encased 
with, “ China tiles,” put on separatelg, as Dutch tiles 
would be. But this is not the case ; for, from a minute ex- 
amination of the building, I found that, though there were 
shallow lines of demarcation between the coloured patterns, 
or mere exterior superficial compartments of coloured designs, 
in some cases somewhat simulating Mosaic work, yet tliat 
the exterior glazing or enamelling of this building was all of 
one piece ; or, in other words, after the building was com- 
pleted, and covered outside with an outer coating of some 

* The thin outer conting ivhich covers the plaster of the walls of tho Chini Jea Rosa 
is certainly “enamel,*’ and nob fflasini; ; for it has neither been baked nor hurni^ nor suhjeeted 
to the action of fire in any way ns mere glazed coloured tiles would have been. True glas- 
ing, in the proper sense of the word, is n process which is applied to n substance which has 
cither been subjected to n haJeing heat, ns in tho c.^se otpotlcrg, or to n red bent, ns in tho 
case of China. In other words, the coarse inatcrini which immediately underlies tlio thin 
cxicrior film of enamel on the Chini Jea Rosa is neither finely crystallized like China, not 
coarsely crystallized like caustic tiles, nor baked red or blown like potierg or hrick, Tlio 
glazed coloured tiles found on certain buildings in India nro true caustic tiles, that is, tiles 
subjected to n red or incandescent heat until tho sahstnucc has become crystallized, but not 
fused or melted (real China, on tho other hand, has been subjected to n fusing, fluxing, or 
welting bent) ; while other kinds of glazed coloured tiles, such ns have been used for 
roofing, or tile-piping in hamams, in some buildings in India, nro of tho same substnuco ns 
baked pottery, and have been like bricks or common roofiug tiles; but tho cement 
or plaster which underlies tho enamel of tho exterior of tho Chini ka Rosa is neither tho 
one nor the other, hut is simply cement, or plaster or mortar, which has not been subjected 
to the action of fire, and has subscquoutly been overlaid with n film or coating of cnnmd, 
the process of tho production or mnnufacturo of which could only bo determined by experi- 
ment. Tho enamelled exterior siiiTnco of tho Chini ka Rosa may therefore ho called 
encanslie, in contradistinction to “coctile," “causlio,** niid "fused.” 
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kind of durable plaster or cement, the glazing or etiamp.nin g 
process then began; and this glazing or enamelling was put 
on in such a manner as to form one entire and connected 
sheet, or undivided and indivisible whole (as much so as the 
polished or glazy-looking surface is, which is often given to 
the fine, coloured, or toned plaster which lines the dining 
rooms of some houses in England, particularly in London). 
In other words, the thin outermost coating of the Ghini ha 
ILoza is genuine glazing or enamel, but has been laid on, not 
in bits, or separate pieces like tiles, but continuously, either in 
one connected sheet, or forming large entire sheets, wherever 
any part of the building presented ah even unbroken 
surface ; but superficially divided into various compartmental 
designs of beautifhl and rich colours, representing flowered de- 
vices and zigzag chequer work — ^the richly-coloured jkwered 
devices being more like that which might be produced in 
China work, but the zigzag chequer work is so done as to 
simulate marble Mosaic work. There may have been parts of 
the exterior of the building, such as the border running round 
the summit, or parapet of the walls, or a border round the 
base of the buildmg, which may have required separate 
glazed tiles to be laid on, or in which detached tiles, or separ- 
ate square fiakes, may better have served the purpose. But 
I treat of the general exterior of the building, and not of ex- 
ceptions to the rule. Now, in proof of this, I may state that 
in numerous places this exquisite but thin exterior coatiag 
of enamel has fallen off, and where the plaster or cement, or 
stucco, which was immediately underneath it, has remained 
pretty perfect, I observed that indented lines had been traced 
and marked afterwards with some black colour, thus forming 
the basis, or first rough tracings, of the designs to be after- 
wards followed out in laying on the enamel ; and on this 
prepared surface, on which the designs or patterns had 
thus been roughly first traced out — ^probably when the 
plaster or cement underneath was in a soft state — ^the 
glazmg or enamel was then afterwards laid on in colours, 
according to the designs traced out. What a laborious 
and tedious operation this must have been, may well 
be imagined; and one is inclined to ask how they 
managed to keep one portion of the enamel already laid . 
on from drying up and contracting before the next 
continuous portion was laid on, so as not to crack ! To 
fix on coloured glazed tiles, which had already previously 
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been prepared, to complete the various designs in partst 
like Mosaic work, or patch work, would have been 
nothing very difficult or wonderful, comparatively speak- 
ing; but to glaze or enamel a whole building, in one 
continuous sheet, must have been an undertaking which 
baffies our imagination and ingenuity at the present day to 
conceive how it could possibly be done. Compared to 
this, there is nothing so very wonderful or admirable in 
the mere glazed colom^ed tilesy such as one sees on the 
front of the red sandstone palace of Janangir in the fort 
of Agra, the Id Gab of Ala-ud-din Khilji at Repari, or on 
certain buildings Sit Delhi. 

With respect to the similarly beautifully ornamented 
Masjid of Aurangzib at Mathm’a, I must say that I feel 
considerable doubt as to whether the so-called Ghimi work 
in that building is composed of separate and distinct glazed 
coloured tiles at all. On the contrary, 1 am inclined to 
think that it may possibly turn out to consist of glazing or 
enamelling^ in one unbroken sheet, as in the case of the 
Chini ha Moza. 

Indeed, for that matter, although the art of making 
glazed coloured tiles has very much gone out of fashion, 
from their being seldom used or required now-a-days, never- 
theless glazed coloured tiles are, and can still be, made in 
India ; for example — ^by a Kumar, or potter, named Ram 
Baksh, father of Munna Lall, Agra, at Delhi, at Lucknow, 
and in the Punjab ; but to glaze or enamel the entke exterior 
of a building s1ieet\%^ I fear, a thing which 

no one in India could now be found to be capable of doing, 
or to have any knowledge of. 

One pretty little piece of deception, or illusion, has been 
practised in the zigzag chequer work on one part of the 
Ghini ha Roza. I have aheady mentioned that on each 
side of the great entrance arches in the centre of each 
side of the building there are three projections {i. e,, 
three on each side of each archway) which run up the 
building to the top, one of which three is a narrow half 
shaft, or half gul-dista, or pilaster, showing three sides 
exteriorly. These are ornamented with zigzag work of light 
and dark colours alternately, which is so skilfully managed 
that the shaft appears to have five sides (nay, if it were 
perfect, it woidd probably . appear to have seven), while in 
realitg it has only th7'ee. 
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The lower part of the sides of the dome above the base 
has been ornamented with blue glazing or elaamelling, now 
veiy much defaced and indistinct. 

The south-western corner of the mausoleum has entirely 
f^en down, and the crumbling fragments or dehrk of it 
lie scattered on the ground. Indeed, the whole of this 
mausoleum is in a most lamentably ruinous and crumbling 
condition, partly owing to naku’al causes, and partly 
hastened on by the meddling and destroying hands of men, — 
unfeeling, inconsiderate, selfish men, — ^who, in their mono- 
maniac cacoethes car'pendi^ consider the possession of a bit 
of glazing or enamel, knocked off by then* own ruthless 
hands, to be of far more paramount importance than the 
presermtion of a building to which there is no equal or 
parallel anywhere in the world ! 

The sides and ceiling of the interior of the chambers of 
the building were originally ornamented by exquisite paint- 
ings of flowers and other designs on stucco work, but of 
this painting only a few faint traces are left, the interior 
of the buildmg having been as equally badly used, injured, 
and ill-treated as the exterior. In fact, the interior of the 
building, to the shame of the authorities (whoever they are) 
be it said, has for some years past been inhabited by a native 
farmer or cultivator with his family and cattle, so that the 
whole of the interior of the building has become completely 
begrimed with smoke, soiled and defaced, and is generally in a 
fiilthily dirty condition, besides being here and there plastered 
up with mud and cowdung. 

Now as to the histoiy of the Chini-Jea-Jioza. The 
common tradition in Agra is that it was built by Afsal or 
Afeel Khan to the memory of Wazir Khan Shirazi, who, 
Afzcl Elhan, lived during the reigns of both Shah Jahan and 
Aurangzib. He is said to have been a favomate of Shah 
Jahan’s, who conferred the title of Wazir upon him ; and 
there is a tradition to the effect that Shah Jahan used to 
say that he never heard Afzel Khan speak ill of any one ! 
Now, as I said before, the Chini-ka-Roza is said to have 
been built by Afzel Khan to the memory of Wazir Khan 
Shirazi. But Afzel Khan also bore the title of Wazir, and 
he was also a native of Shiraz\ So that Afzel Khan might 
be called Wazir Afzel Khan Shirazi. The question then 
arises. — "Vf ere not Wazir Khan Shirazi (to whose memory 
the Chini-Ica~Roza was built) and {Wazir) Afzel Khan 
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{Shirazi^ (by Trliom the Qliini-ha-lloza T7as h\iil€) one and 
tlie same person ? 

But here again arises a difficulty I Bor Afzel Khan was 
assassinated (literally treacherously clawed to death) near 
Tertdbgarhi at a lonely interview {a j)o,rley during a war 
against the Mahrattas), by Sivaji, the Mahratta chief; and 
then the Mahratta host (which was lying watching ready in 
ambuscade) fell upon the now leaderless Mughal army and 
nearly annihilated it, only a very small remnant of whom 
escaped. This happened during the reign of Aurangzib in 
the month of October 1669. 

Now if Afzel Khan was killed so far away from Agra at 
Pertabgarh, is it likely that the few straggling survivors of 
his annihilated army would pick up his mangled corpse and 
bring it all the way to Agra to inter it on the spot where 
the Ghini-ka-Boza now stands ? This is hard to believe. 

Whose tomh or grave then is it over which the mauso- 
leum called Chini-ka-Boza is built ? Could there also have 
been a Wazir Khan Shirazi as well as a {Wazir) Afzel 
Khan (Shirazi) ? Or may Wazir Klian Shirazi possibly have 
been the father of Afzel Khan Or can have built the mau- 
soleum for himself during his lifct as people have been 
known to do sometimes? But surely then, in the latter 
case, he would not have had the saroophaguSi or tombstone^ 
also ready in its place, covering an empty^ tenantless 
grave, — a grave with qio corpse in it, — a meaningless sepulchre 
of pretence ? 

Seal Ohand, in his Tafrih-tiUImarat, says that this 
mausoleum (which he calls Boza Nawab Afzel Khan) 
was built after the death of Afzel Klian, and that Afzel 
Khan was interred in it ; while B,aja Bam, in his Tamirat 
Agrah, says that it was built by Afzel Klian to the memory 
of Wazir Khan Shirazi 1 ’But I fear that very little depend- 
ence can be placed on the wind-bag compositions of natives 
of the present day, who spin out pages upon pages of mere 
windy emptiness with as little authentic matter as possible, 
simply in order to gain the favour'' of some “ bw'ra Sahijy- 
to whom their fulsome and flatulent compositions are usnaBy 
dedicated. 

I am really beginning to doubt wlicther any one ever ^ 
terred in the Chini-ka-Jloza / Perhaps a reference to 
ings of trareller.s and native chronieJers of the tiine 
Jahan and Aurangzib might throv/ some light on this 
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The JuMjfA OR Jamai Masjid of Agra. 

It would be unnecessary for me to undertake to describe 
this building, as General Cunningham had already, some 
time ago, secured the measurements of it and executed a 
ground plan and sections of it. It was built by Jahanara 
Begam, the daughter of Shah Jahan and the sister of 
Aurangzib. A long inscription on this Masjid concludes with 
a statement that it was completed in the year of the .Hijra 
“1058” (A. H. 1650). 

The great peculiarity of this Masjid consists in its three 
great lull-bottomed domes without necks, shaped like 
balloons reversed, and built of red sandstone, with zigzag 
bands of white marhle circling round them. Its grand 
gateway was pulled down by the British authorities during 
the mutiny. 

The Jumma Masjid of Agra, as is well knoivn, is situated 
opposite the Delhi Gate of the Fort, between" which and 
the Masjid there is the walled enclosure called the Tri- 
polia^ which formerly constituted a screen between the 
Masjid and the fort, but is now used as a market. This 
Ti'ipoHa is now about to be cut through by the Bajpootana 
State Bailway. 

Miscellaneous Remains, or those whose origin is not well 

AUTHENTICATED. 

The Kalan Masjid ( i. e., Great Mosque ) is situated in 
the city of Agra in the “ Sahan Katra, opposite to the 
present Medical School, and not far from St. John’s Mis- 
sionary College. I believe it to be the oldest Masjid in 
Agra. It is in that style of architecture which we may 
call the transition style which connects the Pathan with 
the Mughal styles. It has jive domes ; the central one is 
larger than the others, and I may give some idea of its style 
and shape by saying that, although it is very plain ( being 
built of brick and plaster), it might almost be said to 
be a sort of rude miniature derivation from the style of 
domes whose origin may perhaps at a hazm’d be traced to 
the great masterpiece dome of St. Sophia at Constantinople ; 
or to describe the, in comparison, humble and lowly central 
dome of the Kalcm Masjid more particularly by itself, it 
may be said to be a dome standing on a perpendicular- 
sided base, which does not bulge beyond it, and which is 
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comiDOsed of, or perforated by, a series of small arcbes, 
some of W'liich are open, and others have been bricked 
up. 

This Masjid is certainly at any rate the oldest-looking 
Masjid about Agra, .and is in a very ruinous state. It is 
built of old Hindu bricks of larger size and of a flatter shape 
than the bricks generally used in such buildings. The 
eastern front of the building was originally faced Trith red 
sandstone, most of which has fallen off. 

I believe this Masjid to have been originally ( at the time 
it was built) the one great Masjid of Agra. It is said to 
have been built on the site of a garden mansion of Hiraman, 
a Hindu, some few small fragments of whose more ancient 
buildings are still lying scattered about among the ddbris of 
the ruined part of the Masjid, one of which, a broken 
stone bracket, representing an elephant with human figures 
on it, was built into a small chabutra in front of the Masjid, 
and which I had taken out and brought to the Agra Museum. 
I have not as yet been able to ascertain from any native 
authorities in Agra who was the reputed builder of this 
Masjid ; but I should not wondet if it were as old as the 
. Lodi dynasty. I myself have reason to believe that it was 
built by Sikandar Lodi, and that (as I before hinted) it was 
the first great mosque that was ever built in Agra. 

One respectable Muhammadan in Agra, of whom I made 
enquiries respecting it, said that he fancied it might have 
been built by Aurangzib ; but that is altogether ini^ossible, 
the style and construction of the Masjid being far too ancient 
for such a modern date as the reign of Aurangzib 1 

This building has several smaller buildings connected 
with it; but the dimensions of the. Masjid itself are as 
follow: length 128 feet, breadth or depth backwards 33 
feet 9 inches ; mean breadth of hack wall loithout the’ inner 
projections 5 feet 2 inches; length of taj at the back of 
the kibla apse 18 feet, and which projects 1 foot beyond 
the rear or western side of the Masjid. In the inner side 
of the back wall there are five recesses, 4 feet 4 inches in 
breadth, the four side ones of which apparently originally 
had little open arches laierced through their tops for the 
sake of light. These recesses are square-backed. The cen- 
tral ov fifth recess, which is that of the kibla apse, is arched 
over and has a pentagonal or five-sided back. The entab- 
lature of the front of the building is supported on four 
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square-shaped masses of masonry, with jprqjeotions at hack in 
the front of each wing, and two central cross-shaped masses of 
masomy on either side of the great central arch. Between 
these, and between them and the sides of the huUding, there 
are altogether five archways, of which the central one is the 
highest; hut, although the central dome is the largest, the 
central archway is not any wider than the rest, the whole 
of the five archways measuring the same in breadth, namely; 
13 feet 4 inches. At each interior end of the Masjid there 
is a recess corresponding to those at the hack. These end 
recesses were probably originally doorways, hut are now 
filled up with brick- work; that at the northern end of the 
Masjid probably passed under a flight of stairs into a small 
domed building adjoining which was formerly used as a 
Tashih Khana. A flight of stone stairs runs up at the side . 
of the northern end of the Masjid, and leads on to the roof. 
Immediately adjoining this there is a small domed buildmg 
or Tashih BJiama before mentioned which has now three, hut 
had originally four low hemispherical domes. 

There is the remains of a great farsh or raised paved 
platform in front of the Masjid, 130 feet in breadth by 
about 188 feet in length. On the south side of this fanh 
or pavement, and projecting from it, there is a curious trian- 
gular-shaped building which was formerly used as a 
Muazzin‘s house, and which contains two’ cross-shaped cham- 
bers oddly placed, awry in respect to each other, and which 
it would at first bafde any man’s brains to make a ground- 
plan of, until he had gained some conception of the actual 
twisted position of these two chambers. This triangular 
building measured 34 feet 4 inches on its northern side, 
47 feet 6 inches on its south-western side, and ‘30 feet 
at its eastern end. In the western comer of this curious 
little building a flight of stairs leads up to a small balcony 
shaped like a square bay window supported on brackets, and 
surmounted by a dome-shaped canopy .which projects out- . 
wardly from the back wall ; a second .:6ght of steps ascends 
from the southern interior side of the second chamber up 
to another similar little balcony There is also the remams 
of a third flight of steps at thb eastern end of this triangular 
building which originally ascended to the roof. Beyond 
this, and stiU farther to the east and on the same (or soutn- 
em) side of farsh, or raised pavement, there is a curious 
triangular projection or addition to. the farsh, measuring 
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67 feet in length on one side, 60 feet on the other, 38 
feet 6 inches in breadth at the lo-wer end, and 11 feet in 
breadth at the upper end. A small flight of steps leads up 
to thi's triangular platform from tbe ground below at its 
eastjjtn end. I believe that these two triangular projections 
ivofA the southern side of the farsht or raised platform, in 
fwmt of the Masjid were probably originally intended as 
,.^^lanting buttresses, or breakwaters, to preserve the platform 
of tbe Masjid from the erosion of the water during the 
rains in a deep nulla or ravine which runs close by to the 
south side of the Masjid. 

On and towards the front portion of the farsh or plat- 
form in front of the Masjid, there is the remains of a hatiz, 
or tank, the sides of which measm’ed 30 feet by 27 feet. 

Between the small triangular Muazzin’s house, containing 
the cm'ious twisted chambers (before mentioned), and the 
Masjid, there is a short connecting wall, 16 feet 9 inches 
in length and 3 feet 7 inches in thickness, and in the inner 
side of this wall there are three small arched recesses. 
Now I believe that on the northern side of the platform of 
the Masjid, a corresponding wall on a similar plan, with 
small arched recesses on its inner side, originally ran from 
the north-eastern comer of the Tashih Khana to the eastern 
termination of the farsh or platform. This wall I have 
therefore restored in the ground plan. 

A ground plan of the Masjid accompanies this report. 

Ancient Hamam (near the Kalan Masjid). 

About 250 feet distant to the east of the Kaldn Masjid, 
but how surrounded by houses, there is a lofty building sur- 
mounted by a vast dome of extraordinary diameter, which 
was originally a Samam connected with the Masjid. The 
whole style of this building agrees so well with that of the 
Masjid, that I have not the slightest doubt that it was built 
contemporaneously with it, and in connection with it. 

This building is 60 feet in length by 34 feet in breadth, 
e.rferior measurement.' The great dome which sm’mounts 
it is of the low hemispherical kind, or of an even-rounded 
hemispherical shape. This great dome is no less than 23 
feet in diameter interiorly and probably 30 feet in diameter 
at its base exteriorly. The interior dimensions of the Sa- 
mam are 46 feet 6 inches by 23 feet 3 inches, but the two 
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ends are somewhat narrowed intei’iorly into a pentagonal 
shape. . -The walls of the front and hack, or long sides of 
this building, are 6 feet 4 inches in thickness, and those 
■ at each end of the building are 6 feet 6 inches in thickness, 
but the corners of the building are of much greater and of 
enormous thickness. There were originally twelve entrances 
into this Ramam, but they are now built up, with the ex- 
ception of the central one on the north side. 

This Rammn is now used as a workshop by men who 
make fireworks. A ground plan accompanies this report. 

The Masjid of Shah Vilayat is situated ia that quarter of 
Agra called the Nae-M-Mandi. 

It is a mosque of comparatively small dimensions, but 
it is interesting from the fact that it is currently believed to 
have been built in the time of Babar. There is no doubt, 
at any rate, that it is at least as old as the time of Hum^yun. 
It is thus probably the oldest existing Masjid in Agra, next 
to the Kalaii Masjidt which, as I before stated, I believe to 
have been built in the time of Sikandar Lodi, Hum^yun^s 
Masjid at Kachpura (before described) being more properly 
out of Agra. This Masjid is named after a canonized 
Muhammadan saint, or faqii'y who was considered a- very, 
holy man by the Muhammadans of the period.* 

The archways or arches of the doorways or entrances 
into this Masjid are remarkably low, more like the archways 
into a vault.; and connected with (or rather to account for) 
this fact there is the following legend. It is said that, in the 
time of Shir Shah Sur, a camel driver in the service of Shir 
Shah, arriving with his camels from a journey during the 
rainy season, stopped and rested at this mosque, which was 
then in a waste and lonely , imoccupied spot surrounded by 
jungle; for the more recent city of Akbarabad was not 
then in existence. But the camel driver did more; he 
entered the sacred precincts of the mosque itself, and com- 
menced to stable his camels inside it within the arches of the 
mosque. The saint or fagir, Shah Vilayat, who was present, 
expostifiated with the camel driver on the act of sacrilege he 
was committing. The camel driver replied — I am the king’s 
(Shah’s) servant, and these are his majesty’s camels.” The 
faqir then replied — I am the servant of Allah, and I also am a 


• I understand that a complete history of Shah Vilayat himself would be obtainable 
in Agrrn, but I do not consider it a necessary item to bring into a report of tbis kind. 
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Shall, and this mosque helongs to me.” The camel driver then 
went and caused his royal master Shir Shah to he informed 
that a certain faqir had objected to his camels taking 
shelter from the rain in a small mosque. Shir Shah is then 
said to have replied, “ Oh 1 let the old faqir talk on, and 
never mind what he saysl” The camel driver then went 
back and stabled his camels in the mosque. The saint is 
then supposed to have cursed the camel driver, or at least 
to have threatened him with the vengeance of heaven. 
Presently the mosque commenced to sink bodily in the 
earth, until the tops of the two side arches had sunk down 
to a level with the ground and were almost out of sight, 
and only the top part of the central arch, just above the 
spring of the arch, was visible. The faqir then put his 
shoulder under the central arch and called out “ Enough I 
Stop r and the mosque ceased sinking. But the sinking of the 
mosque had enclosed and pressed down the camels so com- 
pletely that they could not get out, and were, in a manner, 
iinmured or buried alive. In the morning, a report of this 
miracle having got circulated abroad, men came to extricate 
^the camels; but the incarcerated victims were found to 
be dead, and the arches of the mosque had sunk so low, 
and so close to the ground, that the men who came could 
only manage to creep in through the central arch, and had 
not only to dig away the ground under the arches, but had 
actually also to cut the camels up piecemeal before they 
could get them out. 

In front of the south-eastern comer of the Masjid, and 
built out from the wall at that point, there is a small low 
platform, or chahutra, or a low square-shaped seat, about 
4i feet 5 inches in width, and projecting 6 feet 8 inches from 
the wall. Connected with this, there is the following tradi- 
tion: — 

It is said that on one occasion Shaikh Salim Ohishti 
came from Patehpur Sikri, and on his arrival at Agra 
entered the mosque of Shah Vilayat in order, to rest there. 
Shah Vilayat was ,then sitting on the low seat (above 
' mentioned) in front of his Masjid. As the seat' was then 
not wide enough for two people to sit on once, Shah 
Vilayat immediately rose up in order to 1 f^' Salim Ohishti 
sit down. But, wonderful to relate, thmpoi^it of etiquette 
was very soon settled by a miracle ; fo^^he seat, of its own 
accord, began suddenly to widen out,.’'^wl it attained to a 
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sufficient ' breadth for tioo people to sit on. Now, this 
miracle, if it occurred at all, must have occurred in the 
time of Akbar ; therefore it follows that Shah Vilayat must 
have lived from the time of Babar till the time of Akbar, 
a thing which may be just possible, but is not at all probable ! 

So does a dearth of truth and spirituality ever produce 
its ready crop of miracles. If we have not winking pic- 
tures and liquifying blood in India, we have at least moving 
mosques and turning tombs, and lions coming out of lying 
fagirs" sleeves ! (In the latter remarks, I refer also to two 
other miraculous legends current in Agra.) 

There is nothing else very remarkable about this mosque. 
It is plainly built of brick and mortar, faced with plaster, and 
has three domes of that style belonging to the transition pe- 
riod before mentioned, which connects the later Pathan 
with the earliest Mughal architecture. The central dome 
(which is the largest) is, however, remarkable on account of 
its being built on exactly the same principle as the central 
dome of the Kalan Masjid (before described), namely, it is 
a dome built upon small open arches, which pierce the neck 
of the dome, and give light to the interior. 

There is a range of buildings for the accommodation of 
worshippers and devotees connected with this mosque ; and 
also an octagonal-domed building containing the tomb of 
Shah Vilayat standing near to, but detached from, this 
mosque. The former of these buildings is of much more 
modern date than the mosque itself. 

The dimensions of the mosque itself are — length 46 feet 
3 inches, breadth 18 feet 8 inches. It has three low arch- 
ed entrances in its eastern front, the central one of which is 
the highest and broadest, it being 9 feet 8 inches in 
breadth, but only 6 feet 8 inches in height ; and the central 
chamber to which it enters m somewhat upwards of 12 
feet square interiorly. The inner recess of the kibla apse is 
'are-backed, and only 2 feet 8 inches in width ; but the 
^ Nexterior central projection at the back of the building 
6 inches in length, and projects 1 foot 1 inch 
^ e back waU. The two side archways are very 

row, being only 5 feet in height, one 3 feet 
^^^th, and the other 3 feet 6 inches in width. 
^ *^^«^^o^road but very low central arch is the 
said to have sunk down to its present 
in Agrn”bu't^dono?coMirerft\nt Small sUe ai’ches are Said to havc 
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been constructed afterwards ; and it is said that they were 
CAit through the wall after the Masjid had sunk down until 
the tops of the original side arches which first existed had 
become visible, or wore on a level with the ground ; the 
original side arches having been, as is usual, much lower and 
smaller than the central arch, in consequence of which they 
disappeared altogether before the central arch had sunk 
quite so low. Hence, according to the tradition concerning 
them, the present side arches wore afterwards cut through 
the wall, oner and on the top of the original sunken side 
arches. The two side compartments or chambers are each 
about 1 2 feet square. The walls of this Masjid are about 3 
feet in thickness, 

]?rom the north-eastern corner of the Masjid, a long modern 
building, or serai, or rather a pillared cloister, 64i feet 5^ inches 
in length and about 11 feet in breadth, runs eastwards. 
A wall 9 feet 9 inches in length then runs southwards, until 
it meets a small gateway hmlding facing the Masjid, which 
is solid outside, but is supported on four pillars, 3 feet 
apart, inside, and which gateway building is 11 feet 8 
inches in length by 9 feet 6 inches in breadth, and of which 
the doorway on the outer side is only 3 feet 8 inches in 
width. Tlicre is another cloistered building to the south- 
east from the Masjid. It was, no doubt, intended to form a 
cloistered court round the eastern, northern and southern 
sides of the farsh in front of the Masjid. The buildings last 
mentioned arc, however, quite modern additions to the 
Masjid. 

Then standing by itself, to the south-east of the Masjid, 
and distant 11 feet 8 inches from the south-eastern corner 
of the Masjid, there is a circular, or rather octagonal-domed 
mausoleum, which contains the tomb of Shah Vilayat him- 
self. This mausoleum is 74 feet 8 inches in circumference, 
and 22 feet 1 inch in diameter. The dome of this mau- 
soleum is supported on eight square red sandstone pillars, 
Ifoot 7 inches square, thus leaving an interior circular cham- 
ber 8 feet 11 inches in diameter. This mausoleum is 
built exteriorly of red sandstone. It contains a single 
tombstone of red sandstone, which covers the remains of 
Shah Vilayat. This mausoleum was probably built after ' 
the restoration of Humayun. 

A ground plan of the Masjid and mausoleum accom- 
panies this report. 
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This interesting and mysterious Masjid is unfortunately 
going to ruin. The interior side of the western wall of the 
Masjid is year by year crumbling down, and I much fear 
that if there is another year of such heavy and continued 
rains as we have had this year, the supports of the roof and 
domes of the Masjid will be wealtened, and that then the 
roof will fall m. This would be a great pity ; and .as it 
would not cost much to repair the whole of it (probably not 
more than about Rs. 200 at most), I would beg to suggest 
that the Government might perhaps authorize the local 
authorities to lend their assistance in repairing this Masjid, 
wliich might be done partly from the surplus funds derived 
from .the rents of the shop-stalls connected with the other 
larger Masjids in Agra. 

Masjid Mokhannisan. 

In that part of the west of Agra called Loha-ki-mandi, 
at one side of the street leading to the Bhartpur road, and 
near the CJianga-modi Gate, there is a beautiful three-domed 
mosque built of red sandstone and called the Ma^id Mo~ 
Jehannisan (which means a Masjid built for eunuchs). I 
consider this to be the most beautiful little Masjid in Agra. 

It is very tastefully, neatly and prettily built of pale red 
sandstone, and the domes are of solid stone. High up in 
the back, or west wall of the Masjid, there are two large win- 
dows, filled with beautiful perforated stone lattice work, which 
give a handsome, reclieroh6, and light appearance to the back 
of the Masjid. This Masjid is rather less in size than the 
Ahhari Masjid, but about the same size as the Masjid of 
Motamed Khan. It would be well worthy of being photo- 
graphed as a specimen of the best style of tliis kind of 
architecture. 

Tliis Masjid was originally built for the use of eunuchs, 
and is still principally frequented by them, many of whom 
live in the neighbourhood. 

There is an interesting tradition connected with the 
building of the Masjid MoJehannisan. It is said that there 
was a eunuch named Yatima who was a very righteous man 
and who lived in the time of Akbar. It so happened during 
those times that no rain fell from heaven on account of the 
sins of the people, and consequently all the people were in 
great straits and could not get any provisions whatever 
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anywhere. At last Akbar sent for saints and righteous 
persons to pray to God that He might send rain from 
heaven. But their prayers were not ^swered. At last some 
persons informed the king that unless he would take advice 
from Yatimat the eunuch, as to what should he done 
in such an emergency, nothing could be done. Accord- 
ingly Akbar sent for Yatima, and told him to pray to God 
for the good of his people. The eunuch prayed to God, and 
the rain descended, and everything was fresh and in plenty. 
Then the king wanted the eunuch to ask whatever he desired 
as a reward. But Yatima refused to take anythiug. At 
last, when the king iusisted that he should ask something, 
then the eunuch said it would be better for the king if he 
. would huM something by which both the king’s and his 
name should he perpetuated. Consequently the king built 
this mosque in commemoration of that great event. 

The dimensions of this Masjid are 61 feet in length by 
19 feet 9 inches in breadth, minus the outer projections of 
the corner towers and the outer projection of the 
behind the kibla apse. The ** tqf ” projection at the back or 
west side of the Masjid is 11 feet 3 inches in length and 
projects 1 foot outwardly. There is an octagonal tower at 
each front corner of the Masjid, showing five and a half 
sides exteriorly at the base, and each of the sides of these 
octagons measuring 2 feet 7 inches. The central archway 
of the front of the mosque is 9 feet 11 inches in width, and 
the central chamber or compartment to which it enters is 
13 feet 10 inches square, with a pentagonal-backed arched 
kibla apse, • or recess, in the centre of the inner side of the 
, west wall, 4 feet 4 inches in breadth. The “ mimbar ” or 
pulpit is in the north-western corner of this central cham- 
ber. The dome over this central chamber is the largest and 
the highest. The two interior side archways between the 
central chamber and side chambers are each 10 feet in width. 
The two exterior lateral front arches (one on each side of the 
central front arch) are each 7 feet 11 inches in width. The 
northern and southern side or end chambers are each 
12 feet 7 inches square ; each with a square-backed recess in 
the centre of the back wall, 4 feet in width. In the back or 
western wall of the Masjid, at a height of about 5 feet 6 inches 
from the fioor interiorly (but at a much greater height from 
the ground outside) there are two large windows, or openings 
for hght, filled with beautiful perforated stone lattice-work. 
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one over each of the last named back recesses of the side 
chambers. In the centre of each end of the Masjid there is 
a doorway, 4 feet in width. 

The Masjid stands on the western end of a raised platform 
of masonry 83 feet 2 inches from east to west by 95 feet 
from north to south. There is a low flat-roofed entrance 
way in the centre of the eastern side of the raised platform 
11 feet 6 inches in undth, and 10 feet 10 inches in depth, 
from the centre of the inner end of which a narrow doorway, 3 
feet 6 inches in width, leads to a flight of steps which ascend 
for the distance of 10 feet 9 inches until they reach the upper 
level of the platform. 

In the centre of the platform, 11 feet 8 inches distant 
from and in front of the Masjid, there is a limz, or tank, 
19 feet 4 inches square. At the centre of the south side of 
the platform there is a building 16 feet 3 inches in length 
by 11 feet in breadth. At each of the four corners of the 
' platform there is an octagonal tower about 10 feet 6 inches 
to 11 feet in diameter. 

A ground plan of this Masjid will accompany this report. 

The “ Mehtab Khan-ka-Bagh.” — Site ok the intended. Mausoleum 

OF Shah Jahan. 

The Mehtab Khan-Jca-Bagh ” was shortly noticed by me 
before in my description of the neighbouring Chahar 
JBagh,*^ the site of Babar’s garden-palace, and the Masjid 
of Humayfln in the village of Eachpura, which is close by. 

This garden enclosure, now a mere waste piece of ground, 
though it now bears the name of Mehtab KhaUt is, without 
doubt, the site on which Shah Jahdn intended to have built 
a mausoleum for himself, to correspond to that of his queen, 
namely, the Taj Mahal opposite. It is situated on the other 
side of the river, exactly opj)Osite to the Taj. The walls of 
this enclosm’e are now razed to the ground, with the excep- 
tion of a few small fragments; but two octagonal front corner 
towers on the bank of the river still remain, — one of them 
in a very perfect condition (surmounted by a cupola), and 
the other in a very ruined and dilapidated condition. Tlie 
perfect tower is the one at the south-eastern corner of this 
enclosure, facing the north-eastern corner tower of the en- 
closing wall which surrounds the Taj. These towers are 
built of red sandstone. The originally walled enclosure. 
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no'w known by tbe name of tbe Mehtdb Khan-Jca-Bagh, is 960 
feet in length back from the river, by 967 feet in breadth 
parallel to the river. At the centre of the river front there 
is a ghS,t or quay of masonry 80 feet in length by 39 feet 
in breadth, with steps on each side leading down to it, and 
a second pair of flights of steps again descend from the front 
of the ghht to the river. To the rear of and above this gh&.t 
(on the raised platform of ground above) there is the site 
of a bunding 66 feet in length by 30 feet in breadth. 
The site of this building overrides, or is superimposed 
upon, the centre of the front side of the site of a huge, 
circular, or rather broad oval, building, or range of build- 
ing, 250 feet in diameter from east to west, and about 
217 feet 6 inches in diameter from north to south; the 
actual site of the circular or oval range of building oc- 
cupying a space of 25 feet in breadth all round the oval, 
thus leaving an empty space loithin the oval of - 200 feet 
from east to west, by 167 feet 6 inches from north to south. 
But the interior diameter, from north to south, is lessened, 
or cut into, by 2 feet 6 inches, inner projection, of the site 
of the square building before mentioned, which stands on 
the front or south side of the oval, and also by the site of 
another building, in a similar position, on the inner or north 
side of the oval. The site of the building on the northern 
side of the oval measured 60 feet from north to south, 
by 50 feet from east to west, and, as it is even with the 
outer edge of the oval on its northern side, it thus projects' 
25 feet within the oval, or into the central space within 
the ring of the site of the oval range of building, which 
(as I said before) is 25 feet in breadth. Now, I believe 
this oval ring, or site of an oval range of building, 25 feet 
in breadth, represents the actual site, or first beginnings of 
the foundation, of the mausoleum which Shah Jahan intend- 
ed to build for himself, but which was put a stop to by his 
forced abdication, and the premature accession of Aurangzib. 
If then we may judge, by this great oval site or foundation, 
of what kind of building was probably intended to be raised 
on it as a mausoleum for Shah Jahan, we may imagine its 
•plan to have been that of a great oval cloistered building, 
covering and enclosing an area of 250 feet by 217 feet, and 
containing a smaller building in the centre probably in the 
form of a handsome lofty pillared building several storeys 
in height, and surmounted by a stone cupola or canopy-shaped 
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roof supported on columns, and in the centre of this last, 
under cover, Tpould have been the actual tomb of Shah Jahan. 

Now, a design of this hind would he altogether «M-Indian, 
or not the least like anything that was ever built in India, 
but the idea has many Italian characteristics about it, and 
it was no doubt altogether the design and conception of an 
Italian. . Such a design indeed would have had something 
Homan, something Lydian, and something Mruscan about 
it. It would have been like a Colosseum, with a Lydian 
tomb in the centre and with a grand gateway, in keeping, 
on the northern side . of the great oval (furthestirom the 
river), and a grand pavilion on the southern side of the 
great oval (facing the river). 

I have made a conjectural and ideal drawing of what 
, I should conceive the fonh and design of the separate 
mausoleum of Shah Jahan must have been intended to be, 
judging by the ground-plan of it, which may still be traced 
on the ground. 

Three hundred and thirty feet, in a straight central line, 
to the rear or north! of the great oval there is a site of a 
square building which measured 62 feet from east to west, 
by 60 feet from north to south. Then, at the distance of 
360 feet, in a direct line north or to the rear of the site 
last above mentioned, the site of the great entrance gateway 
of the waUed enclosure which formerly surrounded the 
whole commences, which entrance gateway was in the, 
centre of the northern side of the great waUed enclosure. 
WHat remained of the traces of the site, or foundations, of 
the gateway measured 67 feet in width from east to west, 
and 30 feet in depth from north to south. There are also the 
traces of two other corner towers, one at each end corner of the 
northern side of the great enclosure, or, in other words, at 
the north-eastern and north-western corners of the enclo- 
sure ; in the centre of the site of the north-eastern tower 
there is a well. 

Next, to come to the sides of the enclosure. Near the 
centre of each side of the great enclosure, that is, on. the 
eastern and western sides, at 636 feet from the southern end, 
and 330 feet from the northern end of the enclosure, there 
is the site of a building. Each of the sites of these two side 
buildings measm'ed the same, namely 100 feet from north 
to south, by 61 feet from east to west. The western one of 
these two side buildings was no doubt a Masjid. Thus 
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these two side huildings were, no doubt, originally intended to 
correspond to tho two side huildings of the Taj enclosure 
over the river opposite, one of which is a mosque. 

Outside the enclosure, at a distance of 12 feet from the 
western side of it, a little to the north-west of the south- 
western front corner tower, and a short distance from the 
river hanlc, there is a havs, or tank raised on a platform of 
masoniy, and beyond it, in a line, there is a range of no less 
than nine wells, with an equal number of small cisterns 
behind them, all united together by a raised platform of 
masonry, to which a flight of steps ascends at the north- 
western corner of the range. This great range of wells was 
connected with the Mehtab Khan-ka-Bagh, and there are the 
remains of a small gate in the wall of it, just opposite the 
wells, and also the remains of a flight of steps running up 
the wall in the direction of the wells. 

The Red Stone Horse on the Sxkandra Road. 

On the left hand, or south side of the Sikandra Koad, 
nearly fom* miles from Agra, and about a mile and a quarter 
from Sfljandra, and nearly opposite the great and lofty 
arched gateway of an ancient serai called the JSjachi-M- 
Seraiy* there is the statue of a horse sculptured in red 
sandstone. This stone horse formerly stood on a pedestal 
of its own, on "which there was an inscription ; but the horse 
has now lost the lower part of its legs, its original pedestal 
and the inscription are gone, and it now stands on a raised 
platform of masomy on the left hand side of the road looking 
towards Sikandra. 

The dimensions of this stone horse are as follows : straight 
measurement from the nostrils to the tail, 7 feet 1 inch; 
measurement from the nostrils, over the head, along the 
curve of the neck and back to the tail, feet IQ inches ; 
from the shoulders to above the knees (where the legs are 
broken off), 2 feet 4 inches; from the crup to the hocks, 
2 feet 5^ inches — (a living horse which I measured gave 
a measurement of Zfeet in the same part as that last men- 
tioned) — girth Qfeeb 6 inches. 

I have not been able to discover who caused this stone 
horse to be erected, nor the date of its erection ; but I have 
reason to believe that it must have been a work of Sikandar 
Lodi’s. 
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There is, however, the following tradition preserved con- 
cerning this horse. It is said that some Badshah, arriving 
from foreign parts, encamped there, and that he had a very 
favourite horse which died on the spot where the statue, is : 
and that, on account of his sorrow at losing his favourite 
horse, he erected a statue to its memory on the spot where 
the horse died and was hmied. 

It is said that by the same accident by which the horse 
was killed, the groom or sais^ who was with it, was also 
Idlled, and that the sais was buried with the horse. At any 
rate, there is now a Muhammadan tombstone immediately 
in front of the horse. 

The Gtoti-ka-Tai. neau Sikandea. 

To the right hand or north side of the Sikandra Road, 
about four and a half miles from Agra, there is an enormous 
ornamental stone tank, or artificial lake as it might almost 
be called, the sides of which are built of red sandstone, with 
ornamental octagonal towers, surmounted by cupolas pro- 
jecting into it. By measurement I found this great tank 
to be 642 feet from north to south, and 648 feet from east 
to west. On the south side there are three broad flights of 
steps (each flight being 16 feet 6 inches in breadth) leading 
down into the tank, with four octagonal towers (each 13 feet 
in diameter) projecting from four piers into the‘tank; and 
to the right, or east of these steps, there is a long and broad 
channel, or canal, of masonry, of grand dimensions, for the 
admission of water into the tank, and which formerly had 
evidently sluice gates; and there is a bridge passing over 
this canal, about half-way between the tank and the Sikan- 
dra Road. The admission of water, however, into the tank, 
by this canal, has been stopped by the new Sikandra Road 
naade by the British authorities, which passes near the. south 
end of the tank, the old Sikandra Road having passed at a 
considerable distance from the tank towards the north. 
There are also four other separate stairs on the south side 
passing down from the wall into the tank. On the east, side 
there are two projections, with flights of steps which run 
into the tank, the first of which is 61 feet , in breadth by 
36 feet in length, and terminates in two towers 13 feet 
in diameter; the second is a mere broad stair 42 feet in 
breadth, but has no towers. On this side of the tank 
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there are also eleven separate stairs leading down &om 
the wall of the tank. At the centre of the Qiorth side 
of the tank there is a projection into the tank 75 feet 4 
inches in breadth, and projecting 17 feet 7 inches into the 
tank, consisting of a broad flight of steps between two 
piers, which terminate in octagonal towers 13 feet in dia- 
meter. On each side of this again there are two separate 
and independent piers (one on each side), projecting 8 feet 
6 inches into the tank, and each terminating in octagonal 
towers 13 feet in diameter. On this side of the tank there 
are also five separate stairs leading down from the wall. 
Abont the centre of the west side of the tank, two piers 13 
feet 2 inches in length and 5 feet 3 inches in breadth, project 
into the tank, terminated by octagonal towers 13 feet in 
diameter. On this side of the tank there are also sixteen 
separate stairs leading down from the wall of the tank. 

I have reason to believe that this great tank or artificial 
lake was constructed by Sikandar Lodi, notwithstanding 
that it is now called “ G^iru-ha-TaV* 

It would be a great boon to the farmers who cultivate the 
land in the neighbourhood of this tank if the Government 
would assist them in clearing it out to its original depth, 
and in again opening up the old channels, by which the 
drainage water of the surrounding country may again enter 
it and fill it during the rains. I was sorry to hear that 
some road ofiScers belonging to the Public Works Depart- 
ment had taken some of the stones from the walls of this 
tank in order to repair the Sikandra road. 

Supposed Mausoleum op Sikandak Lodi. 

Near and to the east side of the great tank above de- 
scribed, there is a very fine large mausoleum built of red 
sandstone, and surmounted by five stone domes, of which 
the largest is in the centre, and the others at each cor- 
ner, of the roof. The mausoleum stands on a great 
elevated platform, or chabutra, of masomy, with steps lead- 
ing up to it. This mausoleum is square, measuring 35 feet 
8 inches each side. The platform of masonry or chabutra 
on which it stands measured J09 feet 3 inches each side. 

I have been unable to discover either who built this mau- 
soleum or who was interred in it; but as I have been 
unable to find any account of where Sikandar Lodi was 
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interred, I shoiild hot wonder if this should turn out to hare 
been the mausoleum of Sikandar Lodi, more particularly 
as it is within a comparatively short distance of the Bara- 
dari, which was the palace of Sikandar Lodi, and which 
is situated on the other side of the road, somewhat nearer 
the present village of Sikandra. 

Bhuri Khan^s Masjid at Sikandea. 

A short distance to the left hand side of the main street 
or road which runs through Sikandra, there is an old mosque 
called ** Bhuri Khan's Masjid'' built partly of brick and mor- 
tar, and partly of red sandstone. It has one dome. It is 
34) feet 3 inches in length by 20 feet 9 inches in breadth. 
There is an octagonal tower at each front corner. 

A short distance to the south-east of the front of the 
Masjid, there once stood Bhuri Khan^s palace, of which only 
the gateway and a portion of the front now remain. 

Small painted Mashd on the Gwalior Koad. 

On the left or east side of the Gwalior road, about two 
miles from Agra, there is a small mosque, which was origin- 
ally tastefully painted exteriorly. It is built of brick and 
plaster, hut it has been beautifully ornamented exteriorly 
with paintings of flowers and other devices, which are now 
very much faded and defaced. It has three domes. Its dimen- 
sions are 4)1 feet in length by 18 feet in breadth, with Sufarsht 
or raised platform in front, 27 feet in breadth. 

Fiboz Khan's Mausoleum; the '^Pahlwan's Tomb," and "Takht-i 
PAhlwan," or the PahlwAn's Throne. 

When one reaches the third milestone from Agra on the 
Gwalior road, one sees on either hand, a short distance to 
the right and left of the road, two conspicuous domed build- 
ings. One of these, which is called the “ Bahlwaris Tomb” 
is situated at the distance of about the eighth of a mile to 
the left or east side of the Gwalior road ; and the other, 
called “ Mroz Khan's Bozaj' is situated at the distance of 
about a quarter of a mile to the right or west side of the road. 

I have not yet had leisure to make measurements or plans 
of either of these two buildings, but I have made a minute 
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examination of them. I will first describe the Pahhoan’s 
Mausoleum. 


I. " Roza-wa-Takhti Paiilwan.” 

The Pahltoaii^s Mausoleum is built of red sandstone. It 
stands on a high raised ebabutra, which is built or supported on 
arches. At each of the four corners of the chabutra or plat- 
form, there is a beautiful four-pillared lantern of red sand- 
stone, or, in other words, a small but high-shaped dome or 
cupola with an octagonal base, standing on a square plat- 
form wliich surrounds it, from which latter wide eaves of 
slabs of red sandstone project ouiavards. The cupola is sup- 
ported on four slender pillars with beautiful engrailed Sara- 
cenic arches between them. The mausoleum, which stands 
on the centre of the chabutra, is raised on a basement, round 
the upper edge of which there runs an ornamental border of 
shield-shaped beading, or small crenelations reversed, stand- 
ing out in relief from the stone. The mausoleum is square- 
shaped and siumounted by a dome resting on an octagonal 
base, which stands on a square platform which sm’rounds 
the dome. At each of the four corners of the roof of the 
building, or the platform which surrounds the dome, there is 
a beautiful little four-pillared lantern or cupola supported 
on four pillars, similar to those at each of the fom* corners 
of the chabutra. Below this, wide eaves of slabs of red 
sandstone project from the upper part of the square sides of 
the building. In each of the four sides of the mausoleum 
there is a capacious doorway consisting of a broad pointed 
arch. On each side of each doorway there are two smaller 
engrailed Saracenic arches, one above the other, that is, 
four on each side of the building. 

About one hundred yards to the loest of the mausoleum 
there is an enormous slab of stone lying flat on, or partly 
sunk into, the ground, which is called the Takht-i-Palikoan^ or 
the Pahl wan’s throne. This great stone is 8 feet square, and 
it is in some parts about 8 inches in thickness above the 
ground. But, as it is probably somewhat sunk into the 
ground, the actual thickness of the stone would probably be 
about 1 foot. 

I have been unable to ascertain who this Pahlwan was, 
but he is said to have been the head or chief Palilwan in the 
time of Shah Jahan. Judging by the style of the architecture 
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of tlie maiusoleum, I should certainly say that it must have 
been built in the time of Shah Jahan.* 

There is a small village surrounding the mausoleum, 
which commonly goes by the name of Takht FaMwan. 

II. Boza-wa Talab, Pmoz KnAU. 

This mausoleum is nearly equal in its longitudinal dimen- 
sions to the Chini-ka-Iloza, but it exceeds the latter in 
height. It is built of red sandstone. The whole of the 
walls are covered with rich and elaborate carving, and the 
main building, with its adjuncts, is besides beautifiiUy orna- 
mented in certain parts (such as round the base of the great 
dome, and round the bases of the lesser domes of the 
side cupolas, and the roofs of the latter) with glazed colom’ed 
tiles and enamelling, displaying beautifiil patterns in bright 
and exquisite colours. 

This mausoleum, with its adjuncts, is, in short, the most 
beautiful building in the neighbourhood of Agra, and 
certainly the most beautiful mausoleum, next to the Chmir 
ka-Roza, the Taj, and Itimfi-d-ud-Daulah. It is a building 
weU worth going to see. A coloured •photograph of this build- 
ing should certainly be obtained for the Archseological 
Sm’vey. 

The mausoleum itself is octagonal in shape, aiid stands 
on a very loftily raised octagonal platform or chabutra ; but 
which indeed may rather be considered as a part of the 
building, or a first or lower storey of the building, rather 
than a mere chabutra. Underneath the latter there is a 
spacious crypt or vault, with ah internally domed stone roof, 
and in which there are the remains of the bases of two 
tombs which are said to have been of white marble, but 
which the inhabitants of the surrounding village say were . 
taken away by the Mahrattas. This great crypt or vault is 
tenanted by hundreds, nay, perhaps thousands, of hats, which, 
on my entering the vault, flew out of every crevice by scores, 
and very soon filled the whole vault, until the sound of then’ 
innumerable wings created a rumbling noise almost like 
thunder; and I had to keep an umbrella over my head, in 

* In corroboration of the correctness of my guess ns to the iate of the mamoleum, 

I may state that Seal Chand, in his " Taftih-ul-Jmarat^ contents himself with simply 
stating tliat the' lired in the time of Shah Jnhan, but he docs not say when the 
mausoleiim was built. 
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order to shelter myself from the dust aud dirt -which they 
created or let fall. On the east side of the great raised plat- 
form there is a fine and lofty gateway which rises higher 
than the platform, but the doorway entrance through which 
is, however, nevertheless, rather low and flat-topped. The 
whole face of this gateway is covered with the most beauti- 
ful and elaborate car-dngs in relief of the flowered scroll, 
niche-shaped, and other de-vdces ; but on the north side of 
the mausoleum there are also figures of peacocks sculptured 
in relief. I may remark that all this carving, and indeed 
that of the whole building, is entirely Hindu in character, 
such as one finds on buildings of Akbar and Jahangir. 
Through the gateway steps ascend up from the ground below 
to the level of the great raised platform above. On the summit 
of the gateway there are two square-sided domed lanterns 
supported on fom? pillars. The outer cmwed surface of 
these two small domes or cupolas was originally enamelled 
in colom’s, which have now almost disappeared ; and there 
is also a band of glazed coloured tiles, the external surface 
of which displayed variegated colours round the bases of 
the cupolas, but most of the coloured glazing has shaled 
or fallen off. Three other sides of this great raised plat- 
form are each surmounted by a long-shaped, canopy-roofed 
paviHonette, the canopy roof resting on four and four, or 
eight slender pillars. The cmrved canopy-shaped roofs of 
these pavilionettes have been covered with enameUing in 
bright, varied, and exquisite colours. Hound the sides at 
the bases of the canopy-shaped roofs of these pavilionettes 
there are two bands, one broad and one narrow, of glazed 
colom’ed tiles, displaying variegated patterns in bright 
colom’s. Much of the coloured glazing.has fallen off, leaving 
the tiles bare, and thus showing the nature of the substance 
of which the tiles are composed. Now, these tiles are of 
the coctile kind, or which have been balced red like bricks 
or common red “ roofing tiles and their substance is not 
crystallized ; and in this they differ from the blue glazed 
tiles which form a band along the front of the Id Gah of 
Ala-ud-din Khilji at Bepari, of which the substance is 
vohite aud coarsely crystallized. I would therefore name 
the glazed tiles on Tiroz Khan’s mausoleum coctile glazed 
coloured tileSs’ while I would name those on -the Id Glah 
of Ala-ud-din Khilji at Bepari ^'caustic glazed coloured 
tiles.” (The latter term must, however, not be confounded 
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witli encaustic, which is quite a different thing, and is about 
synonymous with enamelling, but which might probably 
be appropriately applied to the generally enamelled exterior 
of the Chini-lea-Moza,) 

Bound the base of the dome of the mausoleum itself 
there are also two bands, one narrow and the other wider, 
of glazed coloured tiles, of which the patterns of varied 
colours have been very beautiful, but now a great portion 
of the glazing has fallen off, leaving many of the tiles bare. 
The dome is surrounded by a narrow octagonal terrace or 
platform extending beyond it, from whieh, on the alternate 
four of the eight sides, there rise four slender shafts or 
gul-distas, capped with flower-shaped capitals. Thus, this 
dome with these four graceful shafts standing around it 
looks something like the Bagoba of Lanka Rama in Ceylon, 
with piUars standing round it. This affords another instance 
in favour of my theory (previously expressed in my descrip- 
tion of the Moti Masjid) that the idea of these domes was 
originally derived from the modifled form of the Buddhist 
Bagoba. 

Brom just below the parapet of the platform which 
smTounds the dome there is a broad open projecting balcony, 
formed of horizontal slabs of red sandstone, and which is 
supported on numerous, beautiful, richly and elaborately 
carved stone brackets, the character of the sculpturing of 
these brackets being entirely Emckt. 

The walls of the mausoleum are exteriorly covered, from 
top to bottom, with rich and elaborate sculptures in bas- 
relief. In short, the whole style of this mausoleum would lead 
one to infer that it must be of an early date, when the Muham- 
madan style of ornamentation had not yet been thoroughly 
introduced, when Hindu architects and sculptors were still 
freely employed, and when the elaborate sculptures of a Hindu 
temple might still, without prejudice, be applied to ornament 
the exterior of a Muhammadan mausoleum. 

Close to this mausoleum, to the east, there are the remains 
of an enormous pukka tank built of masomy. The side 
retaining walls are of solid masomy, and there were origi- 
nally several broad flights of steps leading down to the tank, 
with towers at the comers; so that probably the ‘'FirozKhan- 
ka-TalaV* originally nearly equalled the “ Gurti-ka-Tal" in 
size and ornamental work. I was, however, grieved to he^ 
that the destruction of a great portion of the walls of this 
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grand tank was mainly caused by the British authorities, as 
the bricks had been taken away by them to build barracks 
within the military cantonments of Agra. Unfortunately 
the Dehra (vulgo — Delira Bagli) Jodh BaVs mausoleum and 
the Firoz JUian-ha-Talah were all in too convenient proximity 
to the cantonments, and consequently all were more or less 
demolished for the sake of the bricks they so readily afforded I 

The mausoleum of Biroz Khan, with its adjuncts, was origi- 
nally surrounded by a great walled enclosure with grand 
gateways at each of the four sides, and towers at each of the 
four corners, and containing innumerable wells and a fine gar- 
den. Judging by the result of enquiries, made of natives liv- 
ing on the spot, as to the original position of the walls of the 
enclosure, I should say that this great walled enclosure must 
have contained an area of about an eighth of a mile square.* 

The mausoleum itself is now inhabited by natives, and it 
is closely surrounded and encroached on all sides by the 
houses of a village of considerable size, which commonly 
goes by the name of “ Firoz Khan-ka-TalJ* The poor natives 
complain sadly of the destruction of the tank and the drying 
up of its waters, owing to the inlets for the water having 
been closed up ; and also of the drying up and falling in of 
the fine old wells, numbers of which, in a very dilapidated 
condition, may still be seen round about. With regard to 
the drying up of the tank, no doubt the formation of the 
Government Gwalior road, about a quarter of a mile to the 
east of it, may have had something to do with it. 

Kow, for the history of the mausoleum of Firoz Khan. I 
can find no account of it, except in a short and unsatisfactory 
notice in Seal Ohand’s Tafrih-uUImarat. Seal Chand says 
that the mausoleum was huilt by or for Biroz Khan, who 
was the chief of the eunuchs in the court of Shah Jahan. 
The actual words he uses are as follows : 

“The constructor of this garden was Biroz Khan, a eunuch 
of Shah Jahan.” The iifoabitants of the village which 


•Seal Cband, in his Tafrih-ul-Jmarat, znenticnis the Tiroz Khan-Tca^Taldb, ic 

one part of his hook, and the notice which he gives of it occnpies only ahost onr^rr-?; t 
Imes ; and then he mentions the Jtroz Khan-ha-Roza and garden in qnite cc 

Ids book. Bnt he says that the Firoz Khan-'ka-Talab, or tank, oscnms 
bighas and 10 hiswas, while he says that the whole garden enclosnre 
the mansolenm and task) oecapied an area of only 6 hlghas ! Snr^y 
have been cnt of hjg senss when he wr ote this I 


102 


AUCir.KOl.OfilC'AL IIKPOIIT, lftfj. 72 . 


surrounds it., however, say that it was huilfc in the time of 
Alvbar, and that; Ifiroz Khan was a great; man in Akbar’s court. 
Moreover, t;hey say that the lomi of Kirozahad, in the dis- 
trict of Agra, was either founded by, or named after, this 
very same Piroz Khan, over whose remains the grand mau- 
soleum near the Gwalior road was hiiilt. Tliis i'iroz Khan 
must, thorefoi’c, at any rate, liavc been a great man in his 
time ; and, judging by the style and cbaracleristics of the 
architecture of tlie mausoleum, I should certainly say that 
it must have been built either in the time of Akbar or at 
least not later than the time of Jahanirir. 

Mausou:ums of Sami Khak akm Sat.auat Khak, alias Salim Kiiak. 

On the right, or north side of Ihc Sikandra road, not far 
from the Ladli IBagh, there are two remarkable mausoleums 
standing close together in tho middle of the fields, and 
named respectively after Sadi Khan and Salabat Klian alias 
Salim Khan {alias Islam Klian). One of these mausoleums 
is a large and lofty octagonal building surmounted bj’^ a noblo 
dome, and tho other is a large, square, flat-topped building, 
of which the roof is supported on double ranges of pillars, 
about 46 or 48 in number, as far as I can remember. This 
latter building is built of red sandstone. It stands on a 
large square raised platform or chabutra of masonry, and at 
each of the four corners of the platform there is a beautiful 
domed pillared lantern, or a massive cupola supported on 
slender pillars. The interiors of the ceilings of these cupolas 
are ornamented with exquisite paintings of flowers in bright 
colom’s, on a very fine and beautiful kind of stucco, which 
presents a polished surface. Some of these paintings are as 
fresh as if they had only been done a short time ago. This 
building, with the beautiful cupolas support- 
ed on pillars at each comer of its platform, would be well 
worth obtaining a good photograph of. It is the only thing 
of its kind about Agra. 

Beautiful Mausoleums in the neighboueuood of the Taj. 

Outside of the Taj enclosure, towards the eastern and 
western sides of it, there are four beautiful octagonal-shaped 
mausoleums, two on the eastern side and two on the western 
side, each being at a short distance off from the Taj road on 
either side, but the south-western one alone being within 
the wall of the back of the great Serai enclosure which is 
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in front of the Taj gateway. The geueraJ plan of these 
mausoleums ma-y be described as an octagonal basement, 
fr’om which rise eight slender pillars, which support a dome 
or cupola, which is surrounded by a narrow octagonal plat- 
form, from which broad slanting eaves, formed of thin 
slabs of red sandstone, project. The mausoleum outside the 
eastern wall of the Taj enclosure is situated on a high ground 
which overhangs a road which leads down to the river, and on 
which high ground there is also a small Masjid in a very ruin- 
ous state facing the mausoleum. This mausoleum is remark- 
able from the fact that the narrow octagonal platform of the 
roof which surrounds or encircles the dome is surmounted 
by eight thick octagonal-shaped but roughly hewn stone 
posts, rather than pillars, which are actually thicker than 
the pillars below which support tho dome. The purpose 
for which these somewhat clumsy-looking stone posts, or 
pillars without tops, which smTOund the dome of this 
mausoleum were intended, is beyond my power to conceive, 
for they could not have supported anythiug ; for anything 
that they supported must have proceeded from the sides of 
the upper part of the dome, and would therefore have hid- 
den a great portion of the dome from view. This mauso- 
leum contains a beautiful white marble sarcophagus, which 
was originally most richly and elaborately ornamented with 
beautiful mosaics, inlaid in sockets very deeply cut into the 
marble ; but every one of the stones of these mosaics has 
been picked out by some persons unknowoi, so that now 
there is not a siugle one left. The marble sarcophagi in 
two of the other octagonal mausoleums (which were also 
richly inlaid with mosaics) have met with nearly the same 
amount of ruthless and mischievous ti’eatment. Such eases 
of wanton destruction are a crying shame, and should, I 
would suggest, be enquired into by Government, if it be 
desired to preserve such relics. These buildings are well 
worthy of being photographed. 

Old Palaces in the NEiSHBOtmHOOD of the Taj. 

Immediately beyond the Taj, to the east, there are the 
remains of three different palaces of Nawabs, or nobles, of 
the time of the Mughal emperors ; one of them of the 
time of Shah Jahan, another said to be of the time of 
J ahangir, and another of the time of Akbar. Of one of 

z 1 
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these palaces, n^ely, the one nearest to the east side of the 
. Taj enclosure, there is still a long range of ruined walls 
remaining, on the very edge of the river bank. I have been 
unable to ascertain with any dependable certainty by whom 
these palaces were built, as the native traditions concerning 
them are somewhat conflicting. 

The Changa Modi Gate” of the Cits: of Aqea. 

(This gateway should properly have been mentioned after 
my measurements and description of the old city wall of 
Agra.) 

^ The “ Olianga Modi Gate'* is the only other gate of the. 
city still stcmdmgt besides iAre Delhi Gate;** but it is in a 
much more perfect condition than the latter. It is often 
called the ** Ohanga Modi DM^* or Dritye, because a few 
yards distant, outside of the gate, there was also a bridge 
over a nulla which formerly went by the same name. 

This gateway is situated on the west side of Agra, at the 
back of the Loha-hi-mandii and a short distance from the 
Masjid Mohhomnisa/n. The gateway itself faces north and 
souths owing to the city loall tnrmng off ft’orn the west, 
eastwoA'ds^ in that locality. 

This is a handsome gateway, although it is mostly built of 
brick and plaster, the archways alone beiug built of red 
scmdstone. There are two semi-circular towers, which run 
up the outer side of the gateway, towards the end of each, 
wing, and these towers are surmounted by cupolas or domes, 
which rise above the top of the building, and give the gate- 
way a finished and ornamental appearance. 

The length of the whole building of the gateway is 68 feet 
4 inches, and the depth of it through is 12 feet 4 inches. 
The outer archway is 16 feet 8 inches in width. It then 
contracts to 16 feet. 2 inches, and next to 11 feet 4 inches, 
owing to projections interiorly. This leads into a central 
chamber or vestibule, .13 feet 6 inches in length by 6 feet 
10 inches in breadth, from which one passes out, through 
the inner archway, which is at first 11 feet 4 inches 
in width, but widens out exteriorly on the inner side of 
the gateway to 12 feet. There are two very small doorways 
on the inner side of the gateway, one in the centre of 
each wing, which lead into two small side chambers, the 
dimensions of which are only 6 feet by 4 feet. 
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The name of this gate, ** Changa Modi^' has a curious 
origin ascribed to it. It is said that in old times a “ Modi,^* 
or purveyor^ who had six fingers on one of his hands, had 
his shop just inside this gateway, and that from his being 
well known, and being constantly in attendance at that spot, 
the gateway at length came to bo known by his name, and 
was therefore called after him the “ Ghe-anga-modi Darimza^* 
that is, " the gateway of the six-fingered modif which is much 
the same as if we would say in English — “ six-fingered Jack^s 
Qate:^ 

Tue MubArik Manzal. 

The Mnharik Manzal is now used as the Custom House 
or the Head OfiG.ce of the Salt Department in Agra. It is 
situated at the end of the Bailanganj Road, close to the Ghfi,t 
Road which runs along the bank of the river. 

It was built by Aiu'angzib Alamgir on the spot on which he 
rested in Agra on his rctmm from the great battle in which 
he defeated his brother Dflra Shikoh, and which battle took 
place somewhere between Samonghar and Eatehabad, or 
rather probably commenced near Samonghar and terminated 
near Eatehabad, in consequence of which it is called by 
some the battle of Samonghar, and by others the battle of 
Eatehabad. At any rate Eatehabad was originally a large 
Hindu village, then known under quite a different name^ but 
which was re-named " Fatehahad'^ by Aurangzib in comme- 
moration of his victory. 

The Miiharilc Manzal is a large rectangular building of an 
oblong shape, 171 feet in length by 8dj feet in breadth, exclusive 
ofthe projections of the towers at the corners. It has a fine 
octagonal tower at each corner, each of which is surmounted by 
a pillared cupola which rises above the roof of the building. 
The building is three-storeyed, for which reason it is called a 
“ JfawsflZ.” There is a beautiful colonnade or pillared verandah 
on the east side of the building (ground floor) composed of 
fluted pillars, with engrailed arches rising from and between 
them. The west wall has fifteen openings through it. The 
south end has at present three doorways in it. On the 
level of the second storey, exteriorly, a covered-in corridor 
or verandah, with plain arches opening outwards, now runs 
along its sides ; but it is probable that this was not the case 
at fibfst, but that each of the upper storeys was less than, or 
retreated inwards from, the lower one, with only the platform 
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of tlie roof, thus left bare at the sides hy the recession of 
each upper storey surrounding it, hut having then no 
covered-in upper verandah. The third or uppermost storey 
is small, and of an irregular shape. 

Within the building, towards the middle of its inner 
western side, there is a compartment of the building which 
is said originally to have been used as a Masjid. 

A ground plan of this building will accompany this report ; 
but it is right that I should here state that the building has 
been very much altered in order to tuin it into a Custom 
House. 

Tomb of Siiah-ab-ui.-Ali,aii. 

Shah-^ab-uUAllah wns a Muhammadan saint or faqir 
who lived in the time of Jahftngir, and died in the time of 
Shah Jahan. It is related of him, during his lifetime, that, 
on one occasion, ho happened to go into the presence of the 
Ifing (JahUngir), and that the king ordered him to drink 
some wine ; but Shah-ab-ul-AUah &mly refused to drink 
any. Jahdngir then said — “Do you not fear the power of 
the Icing?” — to which Shah-ab-ul-AUah replied — “Do you 
not fear the power of God ?” and immediately, thereupon, 
two lions came out of ihefaqir^s sleeves, which terrified the 
king and convinced him of the supernatural powers of Shah- 
ab-ul-AUah ! 

The tomb of Shah-ab-ul-AUah is one of the curiosities of 
Agra. It is situated in Wazirpura, which is about one-third 
of a mile to the north beyond the proper boundaries of the 
city of Agra. It is now surrounded by a sort of cloistered 
court or dUddns, with a smaU Masjid on the west side of it; 
but aU these additions are modem, and only the tomb itself 
is old. 

The tomb is of marble, but has no covering oyer it, and 
is open to the air. It is surrounded merely by a stone railing, 
and stands on a raised platform or oliabidra, 22 feet square. 
The tomb is not paraUel to the sides of . the cliabutra, 
that is to say, the tomb is placed, longitudinaUy, exactly north 
and south, while the sides of the chabutra or platform point 
north-east and south-west one way, and south-east and 
north-west the other way. 

The legend connected with this tomb is — ^that when Shah- 
ab-ul-AUah died and was buried, his friends placed his body, 
by mistake, not properly according to the approved points 
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of tlie compass, that is, not north and south, hut north- 
east and south'W'Cst, and parallel to the sides of the platform 
or cliahiitra, j&fter ho was huried, and the tomb placed over 
the grave, his friends discovered that they had made a mis- 
take in placing his body in a wrong direction, hut they said 
among themselves — “ Oh I well, as it is so, let it remain so, 
for the man is dead, and he will not know anything about 
it.” But on the next day, when they came to visit the tomb 
again, they found, to their amazement, that the tomb had 
wheeled round, tmiiing on its centre as an axis, so as to 
occupy a position due north and south ; in short, it seemed 
that, during the night, the good man, dead though he was, 
had occupied his time in wheeling both his body and his 
grave, with tombstone at top, round into the most approved 
position, due north and south, lilce the needle of a magnetic 
compass ; and the consequence was that the tomb from 
that time occupied the twisted position in which it may now 
he seen. The old gentleman must sm-ely have been Mghly 
electric 1 At any rate, he (or somebody else) succeeded in 
thoroughly electrifying the credulous beings who had the 
burying of him. 

At the north end. of the tomb there is an erect marble 
headstone, on which there is a long inscription in the Persian 
character, terminating with the statement that the death 
and interment of Shah-ab-ul-Allah took place in the month 
of Safah, San Hijri 1061, or A. I). 1653; and therefore 
Shah-ab-ul-Allah must have died during the reign of Shah 
Jahan. 

The Hamam or Allah Vaedi Khan. 

On the left hand side of the Chipi Tola Street, just before 
where it terminates on tlie western esplanade of the fort, 
there is a fine red sandstone arched doorway, 23 feet 3 inches 
in width, with an inscription on it, stating that the building 
to which it belongs was built in the time of Jahdngu’. This 
gateway leads into the great quadrangle of a large Sammnt 
or bath-house, called ** JECammi Allah Vardi Khan*' The 
building is now occasionally used as a serai. 

I can find no particular account as to who Allah Vardi 
Khan was. Seal Chand does not notice the place at aU in 
Tafrih’-ul-Ima/rat but Baja Bam, in his “ Tamirat 
Agrahf says that it was built by Allah Vardi Khan in 
the time of Shah Jahan. 
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The inscription is in verse. The following is a copy and 
translation of the inscription ; but it is necessary that I 
should state that the first and last parts of the inscription 
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Translation. 

“ In the time of the king of kings, Jahangir, to whom 
“ belongs the fitting title of ^ the defender of the people’ in 
“ the capital city of Agrah, which may it be the metropolis 
**of the kingdom, in peace Allah Vardi Khan built this 
“ clean Hamam, according to his desire. Its cleanness may 
“be compared to the purity of the sun. Its destruction 
“ can only be effected by heaven. With its rippling waters 
“ and cool shades, it forms a circle like a basin. The hatiz 
“is ever full of light and fishes. The finding of the date 
“ of its foundation for me will be perceived by a bath which 
“washes away anxiety from the heaH, even as a stain is 
“ washed away. I took hold of the skirts of pure persons, 
“ and said that the building of this Hamam was due to 
“him— 1030.” 

The dimensions of this B.amam are — length from east to 
west, 122 feet, breadth from north to south, 72 feet. 

I had thought that I should have been able to give the 
complete measurements of this building, and to make a 
ground plan of it, but the door of the place is locked, and 
the man who owns, or has the charge of the place, refused to 
open the door.* 

* Such arc the difficulties with which we Government servants of the Archaiolog^cal 
Survey have to contend ! 
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The Aram Bagh” {vulgarly called “ Ram Baqh”) ; also called the 

“Baoh Nur Afshan” (the temporary resting place op the 

BODY OF BaBAR). 

This beautiful garden on the left banh of the river Jamna 
above Agra, commonly known as the " JRam JBagh” is too 
well known to require any description from me. Its original 
Hindu name was “ Ai'am JSagh,’* or “ the Garden of Eest,” 
which has been corrupted in modern times into Ragliy* 
as if it meant the ** ^rden of Rama /” The Ihdiammadan 
name of this garden is “ Bagli Nnr Afshan” which signifies 
literally the " Garden of the Diffuser of Light.” Nur Afshan 
was the name of a lady in the harem of one of the Mughal 
emperors. It is supposed by some that she was the same 
person as Hnr Jahan, the queen of Jahdngir. 

Seal Chand, in his **Tqfrih-7il-Imarat” mentions the 
garden, but docs not say by tohom it was constructed. Raja 
Ham, in his “ Tamirat Agrahy* calls it “ Bagli Nur Afshan,** 
but says that it was constructed hy Raja Jaioaldr Singh of 
Bhai'timrl This, however, is imjiiossihle, because it is pretty 
certain that tliis is one of the oldest garden enclosures about 
Agra ; for there is a well Imown tradition current to the effect 
that when Bahar died his body was first temporarily interred 
in the “ Aram Bagh** before it was taken to its final resting 
place at Kabul. There is a small circular domed building 
or pavilion, about the centre of the western half of the 
garden, which may possibly mark the place where Babar’s 
body was temporarily interred. There is a raised terrace at 
the end of the garden, next the river, on which there are 
two handsome old buildings, of red sandstone, standing. 
These buildings, no doubt, originally formed the wings of 
the garden palace of Nur Afshan; but they are now 
altered into Em’opean dwelling-houses for the use of Euro- 
pean visitors who go there for change of air. The two 
comer towers of this garden enclosm’e, next the river, are 
very fine and lofty. They are octagonal, built of red sand- 
stone, and sm'mounted by pillared cupolas. The exterior 
walls of these towers are beautifully ornamented with carv- 
ing, the most remarkable device being the representations 
of long-shaped, slender-necked sut'ais or water-bottles, and 
it is worthy of remark that the same device is found on the 
great tower in the Buland Bagh, and also adorns the loalls, 
at the river face, of the enclosure of Jeswant Singh’s Chatri. 
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This Giiclosui’o contained the garden palace of Dara 
Shikoh, who was intended to have been the suecessor of 
Shah dahan. The site of this enclosure now goes by the 
name of ^iQ^^Jmnna JBagU but it is now almost enthely 
swept away and built over with houses. All that now re- 
mains of it is the fragment of a massive old wall of a 
bridge over a nulla, and an enclosed piece of ground belong- 
ing to the son of the lato Joti Pershad, the great Native 
Banker of Agra. The site of the Havaili of Bara Shikoh 
or “ Jamna Bagh,” is situated on the right bank of the 
river immediately to the north of the fort. 

Havaili Islasx Khan Eusri. 

This is a ruined red sandstone palace of vast dimensions, 
situated on the right-hand or south side of the Taj Boad, 
about half-way betu^een the fort and the taj. 

Seal Chand, in his ** Tafi'ih-ul-Imarai,'* says that 
** some persons say that Islam Khan Eumi lived during the 
reign of Shah Jahan; but through his exertions and investi- 
** gations he is able to find that Husain Pasha of Bussorah 
under the dominion of Bfim [Turkey] came to Hindustan, 

“ and consequently inciuTed the displeasure of the Emperor 
“ of Bfim” [«. e., Sultan of Turkey.] " After this, Husain Pasha 
** entered the service of Jahhngir, who gave him many presents 
“and conferred the title of Wazh Islam Khan upon him, 
“by which name his Havaih is called.” 

This building is now in a totally ruinous and dilapidated 
condition, only some of its towers and a portion of the emp- 
ty shell of the walls being now standing. Nevertheless it is 
still decidedly the largest, loftiest, and noblest looking ruin 
about Agra, and well worthy of a visit. 

Havaili Asif Khan. 

The construction of this palace is by some attributed to 
Aziz Khan, who was a well known general in the time of 
Jahfi-ngir ; but I believe with others that it was really built 
Khan, prime minwter of Jah^gir, the father of 
Mumtaz Mahal, and the son of Ghias Beg alias Kbwaja 
iSeas, Itimad-ud-Daulah, or high treasurer to Akbar and 
Jahdhgir. 
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This building was standing in a perfectly entire and 
habitable condition, until the mutiny and insurrection of 
1S57, when it was hlotoii np by the orders of the IBritish 
authorities, who thought that it would afford a cover for 
any native force coming to attack the fort. There are 
now only a few scattered fragments remaining of the masses 
of solid masonry which were hurled into the air by the 
explosion ; but I was informed by Dr. Playfair, Deputy 
Inspector General of Hospitals, Agra Circle, that a few 
years before the mutiny the building was in such an excel- 
lent slate of preservation that ho and a friend had actually 
lived for some tunc in this old palace of Asif Khan’s. 


Native Anachkoxisms in History, as EXESiPiiipiED by Seal Chand's 
ACCOUNT OF THE HaVAILI AeZAD BaKUSH. 


It is seldom that natives take the trouble to give any- 
thing whatever of historical data in their flatulently ful- 
some dedicated books ; indeed, it is a rare chance if they even 
tell one where a building is situated. But when they do^ on 
extremely rare occasions, attempt to go into the history of 
any place, it would bo just as well perhaps if they had 
left it alone, and never made any attempt of the kind. One 
may read through the lohole of Seal Ohand’s and Raja Ram’s 
books without being able to find Out where miy one single 
building they notice is situated ; but as an instance to 
the historical incorrectness and anachronisms of these 
native would-be book-makers, I will now quote what 
Seal Chand says concerning the ** Ravaili Aezad Bahhsh’* 
He says : — “ The Havaili Aezad Bakhsh is situated just 
“ near the river bank.* It was in a ruinous state, and was 
“repah’ed by Mr. Reid, a merchant, and afterwards a 
“ school was established in it for the teaching of Arabic 
“ and Persian. 

“This Havaili was built by Aezad Bakhsh, who was 
“ a very learned man. He lived during the reigns of both 
“Akbarand JalAngir; the former conferred the title of 
“ Asaf Khan upon him, and made him his treasurer ; the 
“latter conferred the title of TFazir upon him. Aezad 
“ Bakhsh was afterwards appointed as a tutor to the Shahzada 
“ Muhammad Azam Shah. 


* Qt«er0? But wJere ? The “river ion*” of the Jnmna extends from the HimalByas 

to Allahabad ! 
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“Afterwards, W'ihen there was a war between Paruklisir 
“ and Azam Shah, a Elhoja of the court of Faruldisir tooh 
“ possession of the Havaili, which was afterwards called by 
“ by his name.” 

According to this account, therefore, Aezad Bahhsh alias 
Asaf Khan must have lived from the time of Ahbar to the 
time of the Princes Azam and Panikhsir, the latter the 
great-grandson of Aurangzib, or from about the year 
1600 A. D. to the year 1713 A. D., a period of 113 years, 
and this too without at all taking into account the previous 
years of his life, before he attained to manhood and before 
he was employed by Akbar, which, if added to the 113 years, 
would probably give him a lifetime of about 130 years* 
duration ! Such absurdity as this requires no comment 
from me.* 


The Chatri of Jeswant Sihgh. 

Some little distance up the right bank of the river, to the 
north of the fort, about half-way between the garden 
palace of Raja Bhoj and Jafar Khan’s 'Roza (all outside the 
old city wait), and near a village called “ Majwarb'* (which 
occupies a central point near the bank of the river, on the 
tract of groxmd allotted for the residences of the Hindu 
Rajas who attended the court of the Mughal emperors at 
Agfa), there is a beautiful red stone building in a very 
perfect state of preservation, called “ Si/ugh’s Chatri f 

said to have been built over the spot where the body of 
Jeswant Singh of Mewar or Jodhpur -was burnt, after his 
death, in the time of Aurangzib. But as he is known to 
have died at Kabul, could his body have been brought to 
Agra to be bmait ? This place consists of a walled enclosure, 
in the centre of which is a square red stone building, the 
entire sides of which are composed of the most beautiful 
open stone, lattice-work, of very varied and exquisite 
patterns. (In this particular, it put me most strongly in 
mind of the mausoleum of Pir Paddu near Repari, oidy 
that the latter is somewhat smaller and domed, while 


• Note hi) General Cunningham . — I understand Seal Chand's statements to sajr no more 
tlian that AczBd Baklisli lived during tlie reigns of Akbar and Jahangir, and tlint his 
Havnili was taken possession of in the time of Farukhsir by one of the courtiers ; that is, long 
after the founder’s death. Tlie mention of Fnmkhsit’s Khoja docs not imply that Aezad 
Bakhsh was then 'jiving. If it does imply so much, then he must have been living even 
later, when Mr. Reid took possession of his ilavaili. 
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Jeswant SingVs Chatri is not domed.) The outer side of the 
red stone wall of the exterior enclosure of the “ GlmtrV^ next 
the river is beautifully ornamented with scidpture in relief, 
the principal ornament being the representation, of a beauti- 
ful long thin-necked surai or water-bottle, accompanied by 
wreaths of flowers, &c. ; and I remarked the very same kind 
of ornamentation on the walls of the great or 

cupola’d three-storeyed tower, called the “ Battis Khambhat' 
in the Buland Baghy or garden of Khoja Buland Khan,* 
above the Earn Bagh, across the river . opposite. The outer 
walls, next the river, of the enclosm*e of Jeswmit SmgKs 
Chatri are pierced by doorways and windows, containing 
folding doors of stone, each half or leaf of the folding doors 
being formed of single stone, and turning on hinges on 
the mortice and termon-pwot principle. This “ Chatri” is, in 
short, altogether so beautiful, so unique of its kind, and in 
such a perfect state of preservation, that I most certainly 
think it would he well worth photogra^hmg, especially a 
view from the river side. 

The TJdinath Bagh is a great old walled garden enclosure, 
named after Vdirnth, a J ogi or Hindu devotee, who is said 
to have lived iu the time of Akhar. It is situated about 
half a mile to the west of Shahganj, and very near where 
the mismanaged little battle of A^ra took place during the 
mutiny. It is a large walled enclosure, with octagonal 
towers at each of the four corners, and inside the wall at 
the eastern end of the enclosure there are the remnants of 
a fine old red sandstone building, of which only the southern 
wing is now standing ; hut there are several large frag- 
ments of fluted, full-hellied, stone pillars lying about, 
which are decidedly Hindu in character, and which indicate 
that there must once have been here a ^e pillared building 
of considerable size. Towards the western end of this 
enolosm’e there is a high building of more modem con- 
straction which is stiU inhabited ; and in the centre of the 
western wall there is a plain gateway. This walled 
enclosure contains some of the finest, loftiest, and oldest 
trees about Agra. 

There is a very interesting legend connected with this 
enclosure, which I will give as follows : — It is said that 
. Akhar being anxious to see this J ogi, sent him a message 


* Buland Khan was n “ Khioaja serai,” or chief eunuch, in the time of Jahangir. 
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to say that he wished him to come to his palace j hut the 
Jogi, being, like most Jogis of ancient times, a veiy 
independent and erratic sort of individual, who pretended to 
treat all worldly pomps with contempt, declined to go, and 
said that the Badshah might come to him, if he wanted to 
see him. But Akhar’s curiosity was only the more excited 
by the indifference of the Jogi, and so a few days after- 
wards he set out with a large retinue in order to go and 
see, with his own eyes, what kind of man this Jogi was. 
When Akbar had approached to a short distance from the 
Jogi’s garden enclosure, the Jogi was seen squatting in ab- 
straction, either on the top of the wall, or on the top of one 
of the low corner towers of the walled ^enclosure. Some of 
Akbar’s followers, seeing this, looked upon it as a mark of 
disrespect, as they thought that, according to the usual 
custom, the J ogi should have come forward to meet the 
Badshah ; and therefore they rode forward and called out to 
the Jogi, saying — “ The Badshah is coming, how is it that you 
do not come out to meet him ?” and also when the disci- 
ples of the Jogi, who were with him, saw the equipage of 
the king coming, they also had said to the Jogi — "The 
Badshah is coming with his retinue, go thou and meet 
him.” But the Jogi replied to them all — “What do I 
care about the king! I have nothing to do with him! 
Let him come if he wlU I” At . length when the king had 
approached pretty close to the walls of the J ogi’s garden 
enclosure, the Jogi said to the walls, . on which he sat — 
“ The king’s equipage is moving forward hither, but why do 
not ye move ?” Then, obedient to the command of the Jogi, 
the walls of the enclosure began to move forward ; and 
when the walls had moved forward so far until they had 
reached close up to the spot tO'Which the king had arrived, 
the king, wonder-struck, dismounted from his elephant and 
made obeisance to the Jogi, and said — ^that he now found 
that the fame which had reached him of the Jogi’s power 
and sanctity was a true and actual fact. The king then 
asked the Jogi if there was anything that he wanted, as . he 
would grant him whatever he would wish ; to which the 
Jogi replied'—" I want nothing I What can I want ?” The 
king then returned to his palace, pondering over the strange 
circumstances which had occurred. 

Madliogarli was a mud fort built outside of and near the 
Bengali Burj of the fort of Agra, on a triangular spot of 
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low ground between the Bengali Burj, the Taj Hoad and the 
river, or, in other words, close outside the south-eastern 
angle of the present fort. It was built, according to some 
accounts, by Madho Singh, a .Tat Chief of Bhartpur, and ac- 
cording to other and more reliable accounts, by the Mahratta 
Chief Madhoji Sindhia, when the Mabrattas held possession 
of the fort of Agra. The locality cited above, which is uni- 
versally pointed out as the site of IMadhogarh, is the moat 
extraordinary jiosition for any fort, but more especially for a 
mut! fort., for the land there is very low, and constantly 
subject to inundation by the river; indeed, this year (1871) 
the river Janina has cntu*cly changed its course from the 
thither to the hither side, so that it now runs close to the 
eastern side of the fort, and has covered part of the site of 
the l^^adhoga^h. Judging by what used to be the high- 
water mark of the river in former years at that spot, the oidy 
piece of ground on which the ^ladhogarh coidd have stood 
must have been a low triangular patch of ground mcasiu’ing 
700 feet in width from north to south by 400 feet from the 
high-water mark of the river up to the ditch of the fort. 
Blit before the British authorities constructed an embanked 
road between the fort and the river, the river used to come 
up much nearer to the fort, when the water was at its 
height during the rains. The IMadhogarh was entirely razed 
io the ground, and all traces of it arc swept away ; and the 
low, originally semi-marshy, ground on which it is said to 
have stood, is, to my idea, the most unlikely position for a fort 
(especially a viiul one) that I have ever heard of. 

Old Eautuworks to the south or the Fort. 

I may here, however, mention that 1 also examined the 
high grounds immediately to the south of the present fort, 
exactly opposite the " Amar Singh Cafe,” and I found that 
the surface evidently consisted of " made earth, raised in 
a peculiar manner at two points on each side of the centre, 
and particular!}’ at the sides and back, as if the remains of 
earthen ramparts. At the back or south side of this place 
there are two thick pillars of earth still standing out from 
the declivity of that side of the high ground which most 
certainly once formed the cores or centi'es of two bastions; 
and connected with these mud bastions, on the edge of the 
high ground close to the north, or inward side of them, there 
runs an old trench, with fragments of brick and stone scattered 
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along it, wliicli evidently are the remains of the found- 
ation of a strong wall. Similar trenches, witli fragments of 
brick and stone, run along other portions of the edges of this 
high ground ; and over its whole surface fragments of brick 
and stone either appear imbedded in the soil or lie scattered 
about on the surface. On tlie two highest points of the middle 
of tliis high ground, there are some huge fragments of mas- 
sive walls lying, wliicli from their position are evidently por- 
tions of large buildings which were probably blown up uith 
gunpowder. One of tliese large fragments of masonry has 
cire^ar channels (or pipes of masonry) passing through them, 
and probably therefore once formed a portion of a great bath, 
or bathing cistern. There are also the remains of some 
ancient or pavemeniSy formed of hard cement and brick. 
These latter remnants, however, may be the remains of old 
Muhammadan palatial buildings built on the site of an old 
Hindu fort. But the traces of earthworks, which I mentioned 
before, are most certainly those of an old fort, and not of any 
mere Muhammadan buildings. A fort, if built on this spot, 
would overlook and command the present fort of Agra. 

So convinced am I that this high ground is the site of 
some ancient fort, that, if I had not already good reason 
to believe (as I have stated in a former part of this report) 
that the Badalgarh was situated partly on the site of the 
present fort and partly to the west of it, to the north of the 
Tripolia, I would otherwise have been inclined to have 
looked upon the earthtoorJes on the heights, to the south of 
the *^Amar Singh Gatef as a preferable site for the old 
JSadalgarh. 

The highest point, however, of the whole of the high 
ground, outside and opposite the Amar Singh Gate” of the 
fort, is the elevated spot which is now occupied by the third 
and highest of the three small European cemeteries which 
lie outside the south of the fort. 


PLACES OP . INTEREST IN THE DISTRICT OP AGRA AND 
THE NEIGHBOURING COUNTRY. 

f 

Bukhiana Palace. 

Half-way between Samongar and the Taj, or about four 
miles beyond the Taj, there are the remains of a fine old 
palace, called “ Burhiana Mahal” Who built it, I have 
not yet been able to ascertain. 
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'' BOuia Tal” or '* BOiuiiya TAi.” 

( Quftrc ? Bildhii/a Tdl ?) 

This place is situated on the other side of the river, about 
fourteen miles from Agra, on the Allygarh and Shekohahad 
Hoad, and about twelve miles from Nunihai. This name 
is given to a large ornamental tank, constructed of 
masonry on a raised platform of masonry, in the centre 
of which there is an octagonal-domed building, with a 
hi’idgo on arches leading across to it. The name ** Biiria 
Tdl ” might bo conceived to mean a tanh for diving (from 
**bnrnaf to dive) rather than ** Burlnyay* or old woman’s 
iankf the common popular interpretation given to it. 

But there is a tradition connected ■with this place which 
seems to hear out the popular interpretation of the name. 

It is said that there was an old woman, a sort of queen 
of thugs, who had seven sons who were all thugs. By 
the proceeds of this joint-stock strangulaiorg trade she 
became rich ; and in order to appease whatever displeasure 
the gods might entertain about her little breath-stopping 
and filching peccadilloes, she constructed this tank and 
building, partly for her own satisfaction, and partly as a 
haven of rest for jogis and faqirs of doubtful character, 
who found shelter hero from the moral law in a study of 
their peculiar religious pandects in this her island home I 

Brom the discovery of certain small sculptures found in 
the mud at the bottom of the ” Biiria T&lf I am inclined 
to think that it must be the remains of some very ancient 
place, and that the name may possibly bo derived from 
Buddlii or Bodhi Tdl, which might signify either the 
Buddhist Tank, or the tank of the Bodhi tree. Some men 
whom I employed to search for remains in different parts 
of the Agra District, brought me the foUo-wing few articles, 
which they dug up in the mud at the bottom of the Biiria 
Tdl 

(1.) — A small sculpture in lightish coloured sandstone, 
representing a male and female figure evidently 
sitting under the Buddhist Bodhi tree. On the 
pedestal underneath the figures there have been 
a series of very small figures, each riding on 
some animal, and of which, two of which are 
still distinguishable, one rides on a Hon, and 
the other on a peacock. 
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(2.) — A small sculpture in red sandstone, representing 
three, and part of a fourth figure ; the upper 
part of the bodies of these figures are human, 
Tvith hair tied in a great hunch on fop of the 
head, and hands joined in front in attitude of 
supplication ; the lower part of the bodies of 
these figures are composed, in each instance, 
of three serpents* tails. I therefore take these 
figures to represent Nagas. 

(3.) — A small thoroughly Jain image, hut with four arms, 
in a cross-legged sitting position of contempla- 
tion, sculptured on a square block of limestone. 

(4).)-=-Another small sitting image. 

(6.) — A. brick of a semi-elliptical shape, with a human 
figm’e moulded on it. 

(6.) — A fragment of sculptured stone, about 8 inches by 
6 inches, representing a strange conglomeration 
of legs and arms, one of which holds a Buddhist 
chakra. 

The Kassaundi G-Anni, or “ Baja Gaj Baj,” otherwise called " The 
Bawah Garhi,” or the Fiirry-Two Boris. 

The station of Toondla, where the Agra Branch Line joins 
the Grand Trunk of the East Indian Railway, is well known 
to most people. The village or small town of Kassaundi 
is situated about eight and a half to nine miles distant,, 
south-east from Toondla. In feet, the lohole of this tract to 
within about three miles of Toondla (or an extent of about 
six miles) is commonly called “ Kassaundi Oarhi” as if 
it had once been one great capital city defended by a 
series of forts; and this is by common consent asserted 
by the natives to have been founded by " Raja Gaj.” 

Leaving Toondla behind on the north-west, and proceed- 
ing south-eastwards on the Kassaundi Hoad (if that can be 
called a road, which is a mere path among nullahs), one 
first arrives at a village called ** Anwara” about two and a 
half miles distant from Toondla. In the centre of this 
village, or rather surrounded by the village, there is the 
site or the remains of the foimdations of an ancient 
fort. — (Quaere, — Can Anuoa/ra be a corruption of Anhvl- 
wara?) TMs is Fort No. 1.” Two miles beyond this, 
one arrives at a village called “ Flampui\” and about 
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one quarter of a mile to the north of this, there are the 
remains of “ Fort No. 2.” About one mile and a half to 
the south-east of Elampur there are the remains of another 
fort, near which there is an ancient tank or reservoir of 
masonry, called “ Jlathi-kaSauz.” This is “ Fo7't No. 3.” 
Lastly, about four miles due east^ beyond Elampur, one at 
length arrives at Kassaundi, which is surrounded by the 
remains of the sites of sevei'al ancient forts and tilas^ — tiM'ee 
in particular being chiefly conspicuous towards the south, 
on either side of a long ravine, or scries of ravines, which 
lead to the river (Jamna), which runs about two or three 
miles off towards the south. In and around this neigh- 
bourhood the remains of the I'est of the “ Mfiy-two Foi'ts” 
are said to exist. Some years ago, several of these forts 
were stiU standing in a partly entire state, hut the villagers 
and country people generally have gradually demolished 
the walls ; and I believe that when the Railway was first 
being constructed, the country people sold a large amount 
of the matei'ialSi of which these forts were constructed, 
to the Railway authorities and contractors, the Railway 
people being probably utterly unaware as to whence the 
materials really came ffom. If, however, the Railway people 
got any of the materials for use, of which these forts were 
constructed, they must have been considei'ahly supei'ior to 
any materials now in use with the Public Works Eepart- 
ment! for some of the h'icles found in the foundations 
of the razed Kassaundi forts are reputed to be no less than 
three cubits m length by about one foot in thichnessy and 
reqim'e four men to carry a single brick ! Well, to come 
down a bit, like Miss Martineau and her " hundreds of 
carriages,” under the hands of Sydney Smith, or like Jake 
and his hundred cats in the garden,” they may at least be 
upwards of two feet or more in length and about eight 
inches in thickness. These are bricks from old foundations. 
The bricks which belonged to the upper portions of the 
walls appear to be about the same size as those I found at 
the Aundha Khera and SurajpuTy namely, about 1 foot 
3 inches in length by about 4i inches in thickness. Now 
bricks of such a size as this must be very ancient indeed ! 

I have not as yet been able to get any of these bricks 
brought away. 

As I said before, according to the traditions of that part 
of the country, Kassaundi Gai'M, or at least the old razed 

z 3 



210 


AECa®OLOaiCAL BEPOET, 1871-^2. 


fortresses in its neighbourhood, were founded by “ Baja 
Gaj!” But which Baja Gajl is the question which at 
once occurs to one 1 Unfortunately, there were three or 
four ancient Bajas of that name, for instance — 

1. — Baja Gaja of the Bhatti taibe, B. 0. 94 (see geneal- 
ogy of the Baos of Jesalmir), who had a son called 
Salmhcm. 

2. — G<»rddbharupai vulgarly called “ Gadhf “ Gadhyaf 
or “ Gajj’ the son of Sadhroshcma or Sadasm-shna^ of 
Malwa, who is supposed by some also to have been called 
“ Vasudevaf and the father of VikramS.ditya I, — ^B. C. 
91. 

3. — -R(ya Gaj^ the founder of Gajni and the son of Sui- 
hava or Subhaga (Quaere, — Subhaga-shna?),—'wlao, some 
accounts say, was slain in the year 72 after Vila’am&ditya, 
that is, 72 years after B. 0. 76, which is equal to B. 0. 3. 
■Which of these then was the founder of Kassaundi 
Garhi ? 

Keebaoabh. 

Kheragarh is situated about twenty-four miles to the 
south of Agra, and about eight miles to the west of the 
Gwalior Boad, on the- banks of the Ban Ganga river. It is 
a large village, or small town, standing on a large and 
ancient Khera. 

About 300 or 400 feet to the north side of Kheragarh 
there is an old Tila in which ancient sculptures are often 
found ; and there is another Tila, called Taisu Tilaf about 
600 feet to the east side of Kheragarh, in which ancient 
sculptures have also frequently been found. Ihere are the 
remains of a mud fort at Kheragarh which is said to have 
been built on the site of an ancient fort built of hrich, 
which is the origin of the word garh” in the name of 
** Kheragarh” 

“KhXnoab R6e," R6ii," or Kaqaii6i.i..” 

KdgarSll is situated about three Jc6s this side of Kheragph, 
and about eighteen miles from Agra. It is a veiy ancient 
place, and the present village stands on an ancient Tila, 
composed of the debris of an ancient fort. There are the re^ 
mains of a veiy strong and thick wall which runs tlnough 
below the western part of the village of Kdgarbll. This wall 
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is composed of Imge blocks of red sandstone, some of them, 
beautifully carved. A great portion of this wall lies still 
buried under the earth of the old IMcm on which the village 
of KdgardU stands ; but another portion of the wall which 
extended beyond the Tila had been almost entirely dug up 
by the peasantry, until at length they began to quarrel about 
their respective right to the materials. There is no wall now 
standing isolated by itself. 

I find, by enquiries made of the inhabitants of the place, 
that the statement which recently appeared in the Delhi 
Gazette is quite true so far as, that the ancient fort buried 
under this place was actually founded by a “ D,aja JBo?’,” 
who is said to have been the son of “ KhAngarP 

There is a tradition preserved in the neighbourhood about 
a “ white croio'^ or hag, in consequence of the appearance 
of which, as an omen of augury, Raja Ror built a fort here, 
and from which circumstance it was called “ Kdga JBo?’,” 
now corrupted to ** KdgardlV* But to my mind the name of 
the fort is evidently derived from the combined names of 
Maja Khdngar and his son Daja i2or, which would form the 
name of Khdngar Dor, which in time might easily have been 
corrupted to Widngar-Doll or Kdgardll. It must also be 
remembered that there is a tribe of Majputs^ called “ i2om.” 

It seems that there are many remains fr’equently found, or 
dug up at Kagardll, such as sc^ptures, images, old coins, &c. 

Two trustworthy men whom I lately sent there to explore 
the place brought me the following things, which had been 
dug up at K;agar6Ilt: — 

(1). — An image of a warrior in yellowish sandstone ; pre- 
sent height about 13 inches ; but as it has lost 
the lower part of the right leg from the ankle 
and the lower part of the left leg from below 
the knee, its original height was probably about 
1 foot 4s inches. It is a very boMy sculptured 
figure, and the features of the face are fine and 
manly, and of the handsomest Hindu lype. The 
wari'ior has his right knee raised ; on his right 
arm he presents a shield in defence ; and in his 
left hand he brandishes a straight sword of huge 


* Or perhaps more correctly, I should say — “ there iB a division of the Kshairitfa 
race called Rora” 

+ They said, however, that “ there were numerous otter large atid heavy images and 
other sculptures lying about which they were unable to bring away !” 
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dimensions over liis liead. In a belt round bis 
waist be wears a dagger with a cross-shaped hilt 
at his left side. The Jiair of the head is full, but 
drawn back in straight Jines on the head. The 
figure is naked, with the exception of a clothroimd 
the loins, a belt round the waist, and a triple 
necklace round the neck. It is e^udently the 
figure of a loarrior of great strength, probably of 
some ancient hero. I should not wonder if this 
were a figure of Maja Ror himself. 

(2) . — female JigurCt carved in relief, in a Imeeling 

or sitting position. 

(3) . — A small figure, in white sandstone, of a hull^ spring- 

ing forward in great terror, with the fore-legs 
raised, and attacked from behind by either a 
leopard or a tiger or a lion, which has got hold of 
the bttlVs tail in its mouth. Behind the h%dVs 
fore-legs a manh leg and foot appear, but the 
upper part of this human figure has been broken 
off, and on the top of the back of the buU there 
are the remains of tu'o human feet of much 
smaller dimensions than the other. 

(4) . — ^The remains of a small elephant or a hull io. steatite. 

(6). — Two very small and curious figures carved in some 

kind of greyisli-hlach stone, one of which is like 
an elephant, but with a very long conicalshaped 
human-like face. Underneath its belly there is . 
a yoimg one sucking at its teats. . The other is 
a small sitting figm’e, probably of some divinity, 
with a very absurd physiognomy. 

A few cohis were also brought to me from KdgardU, all of 
which were either very much defaced or of no importance, 
with the exception of one which I can hardly call a coin, 
but which is a thin dioe of copper or mixed metal, one side 
of which is covered with a representation of a circular rayed 
symbol, resembling a chakra or wheel, and the other side . 
appears to be blank. 

I hope, however, to obtain more cohis fcom that locality, 
as the inhabitants of the pla,ce say that a great many coins, 
as well as images and other sculptures in stone, are found 
there. 

About quarter of a mile to the north of Kdgai’611 there 
is a very fine Muhammadan mausoleum, called the “ Bara 
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Khamhha** built of red sandstone. The roof is supported 
by twelve pillarSi and is surmounted by a dome. There are 
four tombs in this mausoleum; on one of them there is an 
inscription, of which I have received an impression. I had 
measurements and a rough ground plan made of this 
mausoleum. 


Jajao. 

Jajao is a village situated on the tTtangan river, about 
eight miles to the east of Kheragarh, and on the old Gwalior 
Eoad which was in use in the time of the Mughals It is re- 
markable for possessing a very large and grand royal serai 
with a very lofty gateway, wMch is said to be higher than 
the lofty gateway of the Ladli’ Bagh, Agra. The gateway 
is built of red sandstone, and contains three storeys, and is 
surmounted by a cliatri or pavilion and two domes. There 
is a very fine Masjid in the west side of the serai built of 
red sandstone. There is a very long Arabic inscription on 
a slab of white marble over the central hibla o^se of the 
Masjid. I have received an impression of this inscription, 
but it was so badly taken that I have not yet been able to 
read it. I had measurements and a rough ground plan made 
of the serai with the gateway and the Masjid. 

I may mention that Jajao has evidently been an ancient 
Hindu place, as several ancient sculptures have been found 
there. One which was brought to me, a small oblong slab of 
variegated sandstone, represents two standing human figures 
in relief ; one, either male or female, with a high head-dress, 
like a grenadier’s cap, holding a cup in the right hand, and a 
club in the left hand ; the other a female figure with some- 
thing like a bead-belt round the waist, with a high puckered 
head-dress, a necklace, and great earrings, and supporting 
with the right hand something which appears very much 
like a Buddhist symbol, namely, a globe supporting a pedestal, 
on which there is an arch-shaped object. 

Jagneb, 

Jagner is a place situated between Bfipb&s and Biana. 
There is a now nearly closed up cave or caves there, con- 
nected with which there is the following tradition : — 

A Hindu Jogi or BauAgi, or hermit, lived there in a cave 
in ancient times. He had a cow (or) according to some 
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accounts, milch-goats) which he entrusted to a Gwala^ or a 
herdsman, to pasture. At the end of the time agreed upon, 
the herdsman came for his pay. Qle hermit gave the TnnTi 
only a handful of grains of wheat or barley. The herdsman 
went away offended and disgusted, and threw away the grains 
of com which he had received; hut on his road home he 
happened to see that some of the grains were still sticking 
to Ms clothes ; but, lo I and behold ! they were no longer 
mere common grains of com, but they had turned into grains 
of gold. The herdsman then thought better of the matter, 
and turned back towards the hermit’s cave, in order to ask 
for some more of these grains of corn which .turned into 
gold. But when he arrived at the cave, he found it closed 
up, and the hermit gone ; but a- supernatural voice proceeded 
from the interior of the cave saying — “ Brom henceforth let 
there be a mela or fair held here every year in remembrance 
of me, and those who shall present offerings at this shrine 
shall obtain the blessing of prolifLcness and prosperily 1” In 
consequence of tMs, a fair is stiU held here every year, at 
wMch numbers of people from various parts of India attend, 
specially women. The hermit had, it seems, during his life 
tamed some small animals wMch inhabited the caves, but 
regarding which I am unable to find out whether they were 
muhgoose or civet-cats. The people, specially the women, 
who attend these fairs always present offerings of food and 
milk for the use of these animals. 

On the heights above and near Jagner there are a number 
of cairns or heaps of stones, which I myself believe to be 
the sepulchral remains of the aboiigmes of the country, 
but connected with which there is the following popular 
tradition: It is said that, in very ancient times, a royal 
marriage procession was passing that way j but according to 
some accounts the party was struck down by thunderbolts or 
lightning, while, according to other accounts, they were 
attacked and slain by enemies or robbers ; and on the spots 
where they fell, people who passed by that way had, from time 
immemorial, each thrown a stone, until at length on each 
spot there was aheap of stones, or, in other words, a series of 
cairns. 

Erom Jagner I received a piece of sculpture, namely, 
a cross-legged sitting figure, apparently Jain or Buddhist 
sculptured in relief, on a semi-elliptical-shaped slab of red 
sandstone. Height of stone 1 foot, breadth 8 inches. 
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"PurAna KhbrAj” near Ghonsli, north or the Chambal Eivbr. 

About five or six leos (ten or twelve miles) to the south 
of Bhateswar, and about one mile this side of a village called 
“ Ghonsli,’* on or near the left or hitherward banlc of the 
river Chambal, there is a very large ** Khera^* called “ Pm- 
rana JDiera^ which is the site of some ancient city. The 
small villages of “ Ahh6hpuraf* Sanpzira” and " GarM' 
now stand on or near this ancient “ Khera,** and about four 
to fom’ and a half miles distant from this " Turma Kherd^ 
the villages of Pai and Jarar are situated. 

Remains from "Khetli GhAt," Chambal; "Nurabad," beyond 
the Chambal; AdAlatnaoar; and Itmadpur. 

From Khetli Ghat, Chambal. — A Buddhist or Jain image, 
apparently female, in a cross-legged sitting posture, the 
hands joined in supplication, the face very broad and 
Turanian, the top of the head terminating in a point, the ears 
enormous and pendulous, with large pendant earrings; 
height 8 inches, breadth 6^ inches. 

F'om Nurahad. — A splendid three-headed figure, perfect 
to the waist, apparently of the Hindu “ Tri-murti,** beauti- 
fully sculptured in an exceedingly heavy greenish coloured 
kind of basaltic stone. Present height 1 foot 1 inch, breadth 
of stone 9 inches. 

Fi'om Adalatnagar. — A. block of light-coloured sandstone, 
about 1 foot inches in height by about 9 inches in width, 
elaborately sculptured, displaying numerous figmes, — among 
others, two central figures, male and female, standing under 
a canopy, with a little child of minute dimensions between 
them. I am told that there is an inscription on a slab of 
stone at Adlllatnagar. 

From Itmadpxvr. — An oblong piece of variegated red sand- 
stone, with a clamp hole at top, which evidently once formed 
portion of a building, the front of the stone being carved 
into a pilaster-shaped projection, with figures sculptured on 
it — ^two central sitting figures under canopies, one above the 
other, with other half figures appearing at each side of 
them. 

JAliiSAR. 

There is an old fort of some consideration at JaUsax', 
which is by some supposed to have been originally founded 
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by the Eajas of Taragarh, but which was added to, altered, 
and occupied by Muhammadan Governors. There are also 
said to be old mounds or " at or near JalSsar ; and I 
am told that ancient Hindu coins are frequently found there. 

Jal^sar appears to have been at one time in the possession 
of th.Q Tomar Bajas of Taragarh. 

I am told that there is a large stone figure of a horse, 
built into a wall, at Jal^sar, connected with which there 
is a tradition, somewhat to the following . ejSect ; — It is said 
that there was a Muhammadan “ JPir'* or saint at Jalfesar 
who was killed in some battle or alfray with the Hindu 
Rajas of Taragarh, and that after he was killed his horse 
ret'imied by itself to Jal6sar, and there turned into stone; 
and to commemorate this, event, there is a fair held at 
Jalfesar every year at the spot where the stone horse is. 

Black Basaltic Pillars found at Agra. 

Before concluding this report, it may be well that I 
should offer a few remarks in connection with the great 
square hlaoh hasaltio pillar which, with the base and 
capital pi another similar pillar, and a long ponderous liloeh 
of similar stone, which probably formed part of the entabla- 
ture over the pillars, are now in the grounds of the museum 
at Agra. 

The pillar above referred to, it is well known, once stood 
in the garden of the Taj Mahal ; and while there, for some 
reason or other now unknown, the shaft of the pillar used 
to roch on its base, with a slight touch of the hand, like one 
of the “ logan” or rocking stones. 

Besides the remains of another pillar, and the large block 
of similar stone, before mentioned, which are in the grounds . 
of the museum, there are also the remains of a tJdrd pillar, 
now placed as gateposts at the gate of a European residence 
in the cantonments at Agra. 

How, it is said that these block pillars, when in a perfect 
state, along with several others, originally stood in a line 
outside the water-gate of the fort of Agra, between the 
fort and the river, but that some of them had fallen down 
before the most perfect and complete one of them was 
removed from thence and placed in the Taj garden. 

These piUars were, most certainly, the work of JEmdus, 
and they may be either Jain or JBrahmanical, although 
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I myself am inclined to think that they are Jain, as their 
shape and style are Jain in character, and I believe that they 
resemble the pillars of several ancient J ain colonnades stiU 
existing in India. 

The only conclusion, therefore, that I can come to is, that 
these pillars formed the colonnade to the entrance, from the 
river, of some ancient Hindu building, -which was probably 
pulled down and destroyed when the fort was budt ; and, 
moreover, I believe that a very massive and elaborately 
sculptured black marble Jain image,^ which is now at the Agra 
Museum, must originally have belonged to the same locality, 
as I have heard that it was dug up somewhere near the fort 
and near the river. 

Id Gah (Masjid) of Ala-dd-dbbn Khiiji, and Tomb op Pik Faddu 

EBA5. EbFARI. 

The road that leads from Shekohabad to Bhateswar runs 
nearly southwards, or south-east by south. At the distance 
of about ten miles from the Shekohabad Bailway Station 
(or twelve miles from Shekohabad itself ), one arrives at a 
Muhammadan -village called ** situated in the 

midst of ravines, and near which there is an old fort now in 
ruins. Erom Bdpari to the bank of the river Jamna is about 
two miles ; and from thence there is a ferry which crosses 
the river to Kalinjar, from which place to Bhateswar is about 
two miles more. 

But before reaching Bdpari, and when I had gone about 
nine miles on the road, I observed, at some distance to the left 
hand side of the road towards the south-east, aruiued build- 
ing of a reddish colour standing on a high ground. I there- 
fore went off the road to see what it was, and in doing so, 
I had to cross several deep ravines. On arriving at the 
spot, I found the building to be the remains of an ancient 
Masjid of large size, surrounded by Muhammadan tombs 
on all sides. It was e-vidently built as an Id Gah, as may 
be inferred from the mention of the feast of Ramzan in 
the inscription preserved there. I also found that the natives 
of Bdpari generally spoke of this building as an Id Gah. 
There does not seem to have ever been more than one huge 


* Of ** Mtmisttvrafhd” judging by the tortoise symbol. 

t Itbte li/ General Cunningham . — ^Tbis place is called R&pri by all Muhammadan writers 
excepting only Eiznmnt Ullnb, who agrees with Mr. Carllcylc in writing Rebarl or Bepari. 
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western wall to this Id Gali, and which wall terminates at 
each end with a plain massive tower, with sides sloping in- 
wards upwardly in the Pathan style. On walking round 
to the eastern or inner side of this wall, I found over a central 
recess, or apse, a long inscription on a- stone set into the 
wall,_ at a height of about eighteen feet from the ground (so 
that it was ultimately found necessary to procure a long lad- 
der from a neighbouring village in order to take an impres- 
sion of the inscription). According to this inscription, of 
which I took an impression, this Id Gab was built in the 
time of “ Ala^-ud-diii Muhammad Shah Sileandar-ul-sdnit in 
the year fA. H.J 711.” 

The following is a copy of the inscription : — 

JAaj ^ Vi/i' 

** • * ** f 

M 

sJJ) j i^LkLoJ) sli 

* J jJStC. AXX AIJ) 

which may he translated as follows : — 

“ This sacred and magnificent place (notwithstanding its 
faulty was built in the time of the illustrious Sikandar~ul~ 
sani p. e.f the second Alexander] Al^ ul dunya w’al din 
Abu al mazafar Muhammad Shah Sultan by the grace of 
the Almighty Creator, defender of the Muhammadan faith 
and a great and powerful ruler and Sultan ; may God cast 
-his shadow thereon. God’s mercy is great in having caused 
■the blessed month of E4mz&n to be instituted. May God 
make it glorious. In the year 711.” 

The dimensions of the Id Gab are as follows : total length, 
including towers, 157 feet 10 inches ; length from tower to 
tower at front 129 feet 2 inches;* mean thickness of wall 6 
feet ; circumference of towers at base 45 feet ; diameter 
of towers at base 15 feet; thickness of wall of towers 
3 feet 8 inches. As the walls of these towers slope very 
greatly inwards, the diameter at the top of the towers 
will, of course, be a very great deal less than that at the 


• The' distance hetween the towers at the back of the building, however, is only 

124 feet 1 inch, which difference is caused by the somewhat haclcwarA position of the 
towers. See plan of this Id 6ah in plate. 
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base by calculation ; not more than 11 feet 6 inches at 
top. There are eleven recesses in the walls (including 
the central apse) in front, three of which are 3 feet 10 
inches in depth, and the remainder 2 feet 10 inches 
in depth. The outward breadth of the central apse is 
7 feet G inches, decreasing inwardly with a concavely 
cm’ved back, divided into three faces, and surmounted by a 
licmispherical arch above. The other two larger recesses are 
each 7 feet 2 inches in breadth, and the remainder of the 
minor recesses vary from 5 feet 2 inches to 5 feet 7 inches 
in breadth. Along the back or west side of the wall of the Id 
Gall, there are live square-shaped buttresses, 3 feet in depth 
(sloping upwards and decreasing to about 2 feet at top) by 7 
feet G inches in length, leaving a space of 11 feet 6 inches be- 
tween each, except between the two on each side of the 
central one. In the space to each side of the central buttress 
at the back of the walls, which would otherwise have been 
occupied bj’’ two other buttresses, there are two flights of 
stairs projecting from the wall, the lower steps leading up to 
which commence in the two recesses left, one on each side 
of the great central projection or buttress ; and in the northern 
one of these two recesses there is a doorway or entrance to 
a through passage, which is 7 feet 4i inches in breadth 
outwardly, but which suddenly contracts to about 3 feet, and 
passes through the wall diagonally or in a slanting direction, 
and comes out on the other (or east) side of the wall to the 
right, or north side of the central apse, by a narrow doorway 
of only 2 feet 3 inches in width. The plan of this Id Gah is 
altogether peculiar and different from any that I had seen 
before. Along the whole length of the interior or east face 
of the wall, at a height of about twenty feet from the ground, 
there is a row of bright-blue glazed tiles from end to end, 
and which run close over the top of the inscription. The 
wall is surmounted by the usual semi-elliptical-shaped battle- 
ments, or crenelations peculiar to India. The entire height 
of the wall is about 30 feet 6 inches, and with the 
addition of the crenelations it is about 32 feet. 

This Id Gah is built of brick, but the great x^eculiarity 
about it is the nature of the bricks of which it is built. 
The whole of the brick- work, at least on the interior or east 
side of the Masjid, has been covered with j)laster, and to this 
plaster surface the Masjid was no doubt indebted for any 
further ornamentation beyond the blue tiles, as might indeed 
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be seen in the^ arches of the small recesses in which the 
" Kalimd*’ was inscribed or formed in plaster on small cir- 
cular plaster medallions. As might be expected in many 
places, the plaster had entirely faUen off, leaving the brick- 
work bare and exposed. On examining this brick-work, 
I found that the greater portion of the bricks were moulded 
into patterns, but placed promiscuously in the wall along with 
other bricks which were not moulded, but plain. Indeed, 
in many cases jiattern had been turned upside down; and 
in other cases bricks that appeared to be plain were evi- 
dently the very same bricks with the pattern turned inside, 
and the plain side of the brick turned outwards (for these 
bricks were moulded into patterns only on one side). In 
short, these ornamentally moulded bricks evidently had 
nothing whatever to do with the original design of the 
building, but were built into the wall in any kind of way, 
without any regard whatever to the patterns with which 
they were moulded. The patterns molded on these bricks 
were sometimes in the form of scrolls, sometimes of squares, 
and sometimes of angular figures, and, no doubt, if carefully 
picked out and selected, several of them, if put together, 
would be found to compose a complete whole pattern or 
design. . It is evident, therefore, that this Id Gah is entirely 
built of bricks which had belonged to some other and much 
more ancient building which had been pulled down and 
destroyed. It is quite possible, therefore, that they may 
have originally belonged to some ancient Hindu temples in 
the neighbourhood, which the Muhammadans under Ala-ud- 
din had destroyed according to their usual custom. 

At a short distance from the southern end of this Id Gah, I 
discovered two remarkable mamoleums standing in a dm’gah, 
or enclosure. These, I was told by the country people, con- 
tained the tombs of a Muhammadan saint called Faddu^^ 
and his family. These mausoleums are of a square shape, 
domed and built of red sandstone. The sides of the 
mausoleums are composed of beautiful open stone lattice- 
work, similar to that found in tombs at Agra and Delhi, but 
in this instance in red sandstone instead of marble. In each 
mausoleum there are two marble tombstones, or sarcophagi, 
inscribed with quotations from the Quran.* 

* It appears tbat it was supposed that there were three tomhs in each mausoleum, but 
in my notes I find only two perfect tomhs mentioned as being in each mausoleum. Rut 
there are several tombstones lying about. 
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As • it was getting late in tlie evening, and I had still five 
or six miles of my route to Bhateswar before me to complete, 
I had not time to make a complete smvey of the locality, 
hut a gromid plan of the Id Gah will he found to accom- 
pany this report.* 

On my way from the Id Gah to the river side (which I had 
to cross hy a ferry in order to get to Bhateswar), I passed 
through the village of Hepari^ which lies about a mile and a 
half distant, southwards (or south-west hy south), fi’om the Id 
Gah of Ala-ud-din. This is entirely a Muhammadan village, 
containing about a thousand inhabitants, and has probably 
existed since the days of Ala-ud-din. On the high ground, 
on the west side of JEtepari, there is an oiA. forty now in t'uins; 
but whether it was originally of Hindu construction, or 
entirely built by Muhammadans, as a nucleus of the village, 
I had not the opportunity of ascertaining. 

Brom Repari to the ferry at the river side is about two 
miles. On crossing by ferry to KaUnjar, on the opposite 
bank of the river Jamna, I found Kalinjar to be an old 
Hindu village, situated partly on a high bank, or bluff above 
the river, and partly extending down into the low ground 
which once formed part of an oW bed of the river J^amna, 
which is now dry and under cultivation. I shall have a few 
further remarks to make with reference to this village of 
Kalinjar, which will be found further on. 


Bhatbswab, and Stjuajpub. 

In Tod’s “ Memoir of Greek, Parthian, and Hindu Medals 
found in India,” in the Transactions of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, Vol. I, p. 314, we find the following solitary notice 
of the remains of a supposed ancient city near Bhateswar, 
called “ Surapura.” He says : — “ Conversing with the 
principal disciple of a celebrated Jain priest of Gwalior 
about ancient cities, he related to me an anecdote of a poor 
man, about thirty-five years ago, having discovered, amidst 
the few fragments left of Surapura, on the lamunay a bit 
of (what he deemed) glass; showing it to a silversmith, 
he sold it for one rupee ; the purchaser carried his prize to 
Agra and sold it for Rs. 6,000, for it was a diamond. The 


* The two njausolcums, ns well ns the Id Qah, would, however, he well worthy of a visit 
hy a photographer, cominissioucd by the Director Gcueral of the Archscologicnl Surrey. 
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finder naiurally wished to have a portion of the profit, and 
on refusal, wa3daid and slew the silversmith. The assas- 
sin was carried to Agra to he tried, and thus the name of 
Surapura hccamo known hc^'oiid its immediate vicinity. 
This was a suflioient inducement to me to despatch one of 
my coin-hunters, and I w'as rewarded hy Ai)ollodotus and 
several Parthian coins. Tlic remains of Siu'apura are 
close to the sacred place of j)ilgrimagc, called by us 
Belaisor, on the Yamuna, between Agra and Etawah. 
Tradition tolls us that it was an ancient city, and most 
probab],Y was founded bv Siirasena,^^ the grandfather of 
Krishna, and consequently the capital of the Suraseni 
of the historians of Alexander, which name tliey’- veiy appro- 
priatelj"^ assigned to the kingdom of Mathura. Arrian men- 
tions two capital cities on the Yamuna, Methoras and 
Clisoharas. We casilj'^ recognize the first; yet, much as 
the Greeks disfigured proper names, we can hardly tudst 
the latter into Surapura.** 

With the above passages in nij*- memoiy, my first impulse, 
after arriving at BhatesAvar, Avas, A'ery natmallj^ to make 
immediate euquirics concerning the position and site of this 
supposed ancient city of “ Sin'ap7irc(,*’ for tlie existence of 
AAdiich I had little more than the authority aboA^e quoted to 
go uj)on. 

This vexed question, however, I very soon settled satis- 
factorily. By various enquiries made of the Brahmans and 
Pujaries in charge of the temple at BhatesAvar, and of some 
of the more intelligent of the natives of Bhateswar and 
the surrounding villages, I found that they entirely ignored 
the existence of any ancient place or site by the name of 
“ Surapura’^ in the neighbourhood of Bhateswar. But — 
and herein lies the true explanation of the whole matter 
— they said that an ancient name of the older or former 
city of Bhateswar {iioio a deserted waste, near the banlc of 
the old com’se of the river, to the north) was “Stirapur,^’ and 
that it was founded by a *^It,aja Surajsein f or " Sui'ajsdn,” but 
of the period of whose reign they were utterly ignorant ; they 
only Imew that it was many centuries ago. . They also said 
that Bhateswar was still called ^^Surajpur^* by the Sraogis 
or Jains , — ^but only by the Jains, and not by the Hindus. In 
the course of further enquiries, I also learnt that there were 
two ancient sites on the lofty heights or table-lands, surrounded 

* This is n mistake of Tod’s, The grnudfathcr of Ivi'islina was “ Sura,” iiot ” Suraseiia. 
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by deep IcJiuds or ravines above Bliateswar, and called, 
respectively, tlie *^J?nrana Khera'^ and the “ Aundha KJiera^’^ 
(•which I presently visited^ as will he seen in the course of 
•this report) ; and that about half or three-quarters of a 
jm!iQbeyondilie ^‘Aundha Khera^^ on the bank of the old bed 
of the river, there was the site of the “ Gar/d,’’ on fort of the 
ancient city of Surajpiiri of lohich the “ Aundha Khera^’ 
formed a 

During the forenoon of the^rsi^ day of my stay at Bhates- 
war, I visited the principal or most important of the Hindu 
temples in Bhateswar itseK, which are situated along the 
bank of the river. The principal temx^les are ninei in number, 
namely, ” J?anoh mnkhtif “ Mali mandarf “ Mandal onan- 
darf “ Gmtri sankarf “ Bhatesivarnath,'* “ Mahadev man- 
darf and three other smaller temples built by a former Baja 
of Bhateswar. “With the exception of the temple of Bhates- 
warnath, these temples are of modern date. The temple of 
Bhateswarnath is the oldest, and is said to have been origi- 
nally founded by Baja Surajsein, This, however, is impos- 
sible, for, though old*, it has no appearance of being very an- 
cient. TJnfortunately, I cordd find no inscription in this 
temple, and have therefore no actual data to go upon.J The 
next temples in iJoint of priority of date, but more modern 
than the last, are (1), the “ Panch nnikliti niandar^' with a 
renewed inscription, of which the old date is Samvat 1713, 
and the date of reneioal, Samvat 1849, and (2), " Mandal 
mandarf old date in inscription, Samvat 1703, and date of 
renewal by a Bani of Bhatdwar, Samvat 1838. In the 
temple of “ Gauri sankar'' there are three images, namely, 
of Siva, Parvati, and Ganesha. On the pedestal of the image 
of Siva and Parvaii, and on a square object in the left hand 
of Ganesha, there are inscriptions. Of these inscriptions I 
took impressions. The date on the pedestal of the images of 
Siva and Parvaii is Samvat 1819 — ^A. D. 1762. The remain- 
ing temples are all about either equally or more modern 
than the last,— the date in an inscription on the “ Mati 
mandar" being Samvat 1782, renewed in Samvat 1860. 
Of all these inscriptions I took impressions. 

* “ Aundha” or “ Ondha” — orerlurned. 

When I say they are “ nine in iinmier,”! mean tbc principal temples; for there are 
said to be no less than one hundred and serenii/ temples of all sorts, large and small, at 
Bhateswar altogether. 

J I have reason to believe that it is only about tiro hundred pears old, as that is about 
the age (or date of foundation) of the present modern town of Bhateswar. 
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Tlio tutelaiy divinity of Bliatesw’ar is Maiemarnaih ; and 
it is a coincidence worthy of rcraarlc that Bhatcswar belongs 
to the family of the Ra^as of Bhatdwar, which name is pro- 
bably erroneously spelt with a “<•/,” asBhaddwar, the name of 
the tribe or clan of Rajputs to which they belong having 
perhaps originally been ** JUiaidwai'ia ;** consequently it is 
isossiblo that “ BhatesmarnaW^ may originally have been the 
tutelary divinity of the family or tribe of the Rajas of 
Bhatdwai\ and from which divinity Bhateswar (or at least 
modern Bhateswar) had received its name. If it were not 
that the Rajas of BhatAwar are of the solar race, while the 
old Bhati, or Bhatti^ Raos of Jesalmer^ were of the lunar 
race, one might almost fancy, from the similarity of the 
names of the two families, that there might originally have 
been some connection between them.**^' 

With regard to the Raja Surajseinf whom all the inha- 
bitants of Bhateswar agreed in stating to have been the 
founder of that place, or at least of the ancient city of 
“ Surajpurf it was conjcctm*ed by Tod (as before quoted) 
that “ Surapura” might have been founded by “ Sitrasena” 
(i- c.) Syrajf the grandfather of Krishna I This, however, is a 
mere mythical uncertainty. But, then, where, and in what 
actual dynasty, are we to look for the traditional “ Suraj- 
sein?’* In the genealogy of the Rajas of Malwa of 
ths Pr.amara race, commencing with “ Bhananjayaf who 
is supposed to have lived about B. 0. SdiO, we find that about 
B. 0. 271 there was a “ Sadhroshana’* or “ Sadasvasena 
and again that about A. B. 135 there was a “ Karaltsenf 
also called “Sttrtasena I” Could this latter “Suryasena^^ 
possibly have been identical with ''Stirajsenf the founder of 

Stirajpurf the original SansJerit name of which was, no 
doubt, Suryapurafi 

According to Tod, Ba^a Bhojaf of the same race (A. D. 
483), was a secret convert to the %7ain religion 1 May not, 
then, his predecessor, “ Sttryasenaf four centuries previously, 
have been a professor of the old or early form of the Jain 
religion, or, in other words, of Buddhism, which recent 

* The Bajasot Shatawar trace their descent from StirajsSna; they are the lineal 
descendants of the founder of Surajpurj and it is well known that they hold the chief 
place of Tiottotir at the head of the whole of the Rajputs or Ks^ofrfyo race. An examina- 
tion of their family genealogies, preserved by their Pwrohit, or family priest, would 
therefore he well worth the while of the members of the Archteological Survey. 

t There is one difficulty, however, in the way of this theory, or rather suggestion, of 
mine. The Rajas of Malwa were of the Agnihula race, while tho Rajas of Bhatawar (the 
descendants of SurajsSna) are of the Sttrga-vausa or solar race. 
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discoveries by Oenei'al Cunningham at Mathura have 
proved to have been not only contemporary ivith Buddhism, 
but also identical with it, or merely a form or sect of it ? All 
this agrees with the fact, before mentioned, that the name 
of Surajpura was of “ ancient Jainf that is, of Buddhist, 
origin ! 

On a high ground, on the north side of, and about the 
centre of, Bhateswar, there is a foi't, which is said to have 
been commenced by one of the Rajas of Bhatawar about 
100 years ago. But the Raja died before the work was quite 
completed, in consequence of Avhich the fort has remained 
ever since in a partly unfinished state. • 

The “Porana Kuera" and “Adndda Kheua." 

On the afternoon of the first day of my visit to Bhateswar, 
I went uj) to the lofty heights which rise above the' present 
town to visit the ancient site called the “ Aundha KJierd!^ 
(before mentioned). On proceeding U 2 i a ravine winch runs 
up the hill side from about the centre of Bhateswar to the 
unfinished of the Rajas of Bhatawar, one reaches a 
ridge, or height of land, from which a ravine descends on the 
other side, northwards, towards a still larger ravine, or series 
of ra^uncs, which run nearly north and south, and divide two 
high table-lands apart, the one to the east, and the other to 
the north-ioest. One then sees that the summit of each of 
these table-lands is crowned with groups of temples. The 
summit of the table-land on the north-east is called the 

Burana Khera f which signifies the ancient or former city, 
and which is situated about a mile to the north-east by north 
of Bhateswar, while the table-land on the north-west is 
called the “ Aundha Khera,” which signifies the overturned 
city ; and the latter is so called in connection with a tradi- 
tion cm’rent among the people, that it was overUvrned many 
centuries or ages ago by some great commlsion or catas- 
trophe. The “ Aundha KhercS^ is situated about two miles 
to the north or north-west by north of Bhateswar, and about 
a mile to the west by north of the *' Burana J^iera*' On 
arriving at the summit of the " Aundha KJieraf I foimd a 
group of about five Jain temples (with smaller subsidiary 
shrines attached to two of them) still standing; some of 
which I found to be of middle age, and one quite modern. 
But immediately belmid these temifies, to the west, and 
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close to ilie edge of a deep hlmd ” or ravine, ivliicli runs at 
the hach^ there rises a high, rather square-shaped iila or 
mound with sloping sides, wliich forms the liigliest summit of 
the Khera, This higher ground, from the numerous trenches 
and traces of foundations of walls on it and around it, I 
immediately jicrecived must have hecn the site of mncli more 
nnejeni temples, (probably a fortified temple enclosure). 
This indeed was afterwards proved by the discovery of nu- 
merous ancient sculplnrce and images, and fragments of 
images, and ancient hrieJes of a larr/c size, which I found 
there either buried iu tlio ground or scattered about on it. 
But I also discovered that two of the more recent Jaiu 
temples, noio standing, arc actually built jiartly on the found- 
ations of ancient walls, but promiscuously as it were or 
without reference to the moi’c ancient sites on which they 
stand. On that same afternoon, I myself picked up a frag- 
ment of an image in whitish sandstone ; and, what was more 
important, also the fragment of a Buddhist “ Chahra'* in 
o'ed sandstone^ on the left side of which were the remains 
of two small human figures carved iu relief, the lower one of 
which was the head and shoulders of a man, wearing the 
oharaotoristic Buddhist head dress, as seen in other Buddhist 
sculptm’es at Mathura and Bhilsa. The left hand of the 
figure rested on the top of a sort of crutch-shaped or crutch- 
headed staff, or club, or mace, the head of the staff being 
formed in the shape of a Kon. To the right side of the 
figure, there appeared something like the representation of 
either a huge club or a pillar. This was perhaps the 07ily 
tmdouhled fragment of genuine Buddhist 'sculpture which I 
found at the ” Amdha Kher'af but a series of pi'olonged 
systematic excamtwns on the spot would, no doubt, produce 
many more such. As will presently be seen, however, I 
afterwai'ds discovered three objects (two of them of large 
size), which may. be either of Buddhist or of ancient Jain 
origin. 

The site of the “ Aundha Khero^*, or on&rturned city, is a 
raised lolateau, or small table-land, situated between ravines 
of 1,000 feet by 1,000 fe^ (or 1,000,000 square feet) in 
extent, not counting the lower cultivated land on the 
on its northern and eastern sides ; and the space occupied by 
the temples now standing, and the sites or traces of more 
ancient buildings, is an area of 400 feet by 350 feet, on 
140,000 square feet. To the east and north-east of these. 
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temples, however, there arc three other tilas or mounds ; the 
larger one opposite towards the east is situated at a distance 
of 556 feet from the temples, and is an irregular five-sided 
figure, of which the sides gave the follouung measurements : 
150 feet, 200 feet, 80 feet, 30 feet, and 100 feet. At or near 
three of the corners or salient angles, and in one retreating 
angle, there are low, round, or oval-shaped heaps or knolls of 
earth, which may possibly represent the remains of thefounda-* 
lions of towers. This “ may either have been the site of 
an old fo)'t, or of a walled village. On the north side (wliich 
is the steeliest) is also the trace of a place of entrafice into 
the area. The north side is steep and terraced, while the 
east side slojies away towards a ravine, and has evidently 
been much washed away and worn down by the action of 
water during the rains. The soil on this mound has been 
ploughed and under cultivation, so that I could not expect 
to find much there ; but I saw numerous fragments of brieJes^ 
and picked up a few small fragments of carvred stone.* 
Of the other two mounds^ one is situated at a distance of about 
735 feet to the north of the last, and the other about 210 
feet to the west of this one, and between it and the temples, 
and at a distance of about 608 feet from the temples. These 
two latter mounds are of smaller dimensions than the first 
mentioned, the one being about 100 feet in diameter, and 
tbe other about 80 feet. One is of an uTegulaiiy squared 
shax)c, rounded on one side, and the other is roundish. These 
also have been under cultivation, but I found that the 
earth contained numerous fragments of bricks.'\ The high 
Vila behind the temples, however, from its steepness and rug- 
gedness, and being situated on the brinlc of a precipice, is 
untouched and in a state of uncultivated wildness. 

The evening coming on, and having left my baggage at 
Bhateswar, I returned to that place for the nighL 

On the following morning early I started with my baggage 
and servants, and four men from Bhateswar, and proceeded 
this time first to the “ Turdna Khera’' on the high ground, 
one mile to the north-east by north from Bhateswar. On 
arriving at the summit of the Kheraj I found it covered by a 


* Some of the country people told too tlmt many old coins bad from time to time been 
dug up ill the soil of this tila. This lila is uo doubt the '* Oarhi on tbe Audha Khera,” one 
of tbe " seven Oarhi^’ wbicb, tbe country people sny, once existed iu tbe neigbbonrbood of 
Rlmtcswnr. 

f 1 rcnlly tbink tbnt tbe two smaller detnebed mounds to tbe north may cnee batcbcetr 
Bnddbist Stupas or topes. 
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group of seven Hindu temples, dedicated to I>dm. These 
temples did not appear to me to be very old, or, at least, not 
more than middle-aged ; but I could discover no inscriptions 
about them from which I might have gained any inform- 
ation as to their date. I found reason, however, to believe that 
these temples are built on the sites of much more ancient 
ones ; indeed for that matter they stand in the midst of the 
buried remains of the second city of “ Surajpin'f’ which is 
now appropriately called the “ Tw'cma Khera^^ or old city. 
Wherever, as in the perpendicular sides of the deep Muds or 
ravines with which the Khera is intersected, I could see a 
section of the soil or strata, I observed that for from 20 
to 30 feet in depth, it was almost entirely composed of 
ancient hrichs of a large size, tiles, pottery, small fragments 
of stone, the ashes of fires, and everything in fact that 
betokened human habitation ‘prolonged for centuries upon 
centuries. There are also traces of a “ Qarhif or small fort, 
on the ^^Furana Kheraf There are said to be the remains of 
no less than secen Garhis or forts in the neighbourhood of 
Bhateswar, one of which is that on the “ JBurana Khera f 
another on the Aundha Khera f the third near the “ Aundha 
Khera f the fourth is the Garhi of Surajpur, north of the 
“ Aundha Khera and the other three are in different parts 
of the high ground of the Bhateswar peninsula. 

We have already learned from the quotation I have made 
from Tod’s writings that the existence of the site of an ancient 
city called “ Surapura” first became known to Europeans 
through the instrumentality of a native who found a diamond 
there, and mm’dered the man to whom he had ignorantly 
sold it for next to nothing, and was therefore brought to 
Agra for trial. But I shaU now mention a tradition which 
is still current among the people of the place connected 
with the “ Puo'ana Khera f which we may safely identify 
with the second city of " Suryapurci* or “ Surajpur.” The 
people say that much gold with silver and precious stones 
are still found in the ground at the “ E'u/rana Khera f and 
that there is an ancient tradition current that it once “ rained 
gold and silver and gems from heaven” on that place many 
ages ago ! 

The people of Bhateswar themselves say that the removal 
of the city from the " Furana Khera” to its present posi- 
tion was caused by a change in the course of the river, 
which took place a very long time ago. By reference to any 
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large inaj) of ” Bhaieswar mid its neiffhbourhood” it 17111 
be seen that the rivei' Jamna malces a complete turn like a 
too}), westwards, round Bliateswar and its environs, tbe open 
part of tbe looj) being towards tbe east) and tbe great bend 
or curve of tbe loop being towards tbe west ; and that tbe 
Jarana once flowed close to tbe bach or north side of tbo 
Buraua JSJiera,” at a distance of about two miles from 
Bhateswai') but nearly parallel to its present course. Tins 
I bavc marhed in my map-plan as “ the old course of the 
river Jamna now dryJ* At tbe east end of tbis old course 
is situated tbe village of Kalinjar {i. e., Kaliyan-jar). In 
otber words, tbe river Jamna forms a bow, of wbicb tbe road 
from Bliateswar to Kalinjar may be described as tbe string, 
with Bliateswar at one end of it and Kalinjar at tbe other ; 
and if an arroio were run through from the centre of tbe 
string across to tbe centre of tbe back of tbe bow, it would 
run tlirougb the Burana Khera” and tbe “ Aundha Kheraf 
and along tbe longer ancient bed of tbe river, now dry, wbicb 
runs east and west. Tbe rwer, then, at some time, broke 
through at right angles near a place wbicb I have marked 
in my map-plan as tbe “ Bahka Bagh,** and betioeen that and 
tbe heights to tbe right or east, on tbo summit of wbicb is 
situated a temple of “ Mannman-* (as marhed in my plan). 
Tbe river then, no doubt, flowed for some time through tbis 
cross course,” until it, at length, cntnely left its old bed 
altogether, and eventually subsided into its jpreseai course. 
But tchen the river flowed in its original bed, two miles to tbe 
north of Bbateswar, tbe flrst ancient city would necessarily 
also be situated there. Then, when tbe river broke tbrongb 
its banks, and ran through by tbe " cross course” at right 
angles to tbe otber, tbe city would very natm’ally be 
removed to tbe high ground of tbe “ Burana Khera,” 
wbicb borders on it and overhangs it; and, at length, when 
tbe river subsided into its present course, tbe city would 
then finally be removed to its present position. 

There is, however, another tradition current among tbe 
people, wbicb . accounts in another toay for tbe removal of 
the town/?’owi tbe heights of tbe “ Burana Khera” to tbe 
lower ground, on tbe present bank of tbe river, where 
Bbateswar now is. It is said that about two hundred years 
ago tbe Ahirs made a loar of pillage upon tbe town, which 
was then situated on tbe “ Burana Khera.” There are three 
dmsions of tbe Ahir race, tbe “ Gujars,” tbe “ Mainas,” 
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and tlio “ Gadhis” 'Now, it was tlio Gifjars tliat fell upon 
the town, with the intention to sack and jyillage it. They 
destroyed the place, and after looting it, wore with difficulty 
at length induced to retire, by a further present of some 
three thousand rupees from the zemindar or llaja of the 
place. The surviving inhabitants then removed the town 
down to where it now is. 

In these Aliir names of ** Gtijar" and “ Gadht* have we 
not the real origin of Gvjarashtra or Gnjarat, and also of 
the name of the ancient Ptaja “ Gaj" or “ Oadhga” of 
Gujarat ? 

We thus learn from the above that the first or original 
ancient city, which may have been called “ Stirajgura!' or by 
any other name, must, by the necessities consequent on the 
direction of the course of the river at the time, have been 
situated near the bank of the old bed of the river (now dry), 
which runs about two miles to the north of Bhateswar. 
Now, a place, — a high tila with traces of a fort, — ^was pointed 
oul. to me about three quarters of a mile to the north of the 
“ Aundha Khera,*^ on the bank of the old dry bed of the 
river ; and this site is still called the Surajptt/i' Garhi.” 
This, then, was the fort of the first ancient city of “ Suraj- 
•purai' (or “ Stiryapura”) founded by Sttrajsena; and it prob- 
ably extended thence to the ** Aundha Khera** and including 
it, m n1<'ing thus a city of ahout a mile a/nd a half in length, 
n.Tif1 perhaps the same in breadth. I had not time to make 
any explorations on the site of “ Surajpm' Ga/t'hV*"^ 

If “ Sttrajpurd” or “ Suryapura” had been founded by 
the Stti'yasena” of the JPramara dynasty of Mdlwa in the 
beginning of the second century of the Christian era, it could 
not, of course, have been a capital of the “ Stirasdni” in the 
tiihe of Alexander the Great; but some older city, on nearly 
the same or a closely neighbouring site, may have been so. 
The kingdom of “ Methoras"^ (or Mathura) belonged to the 
SurasSni. Methoras and Klisobaras (the “ Klisoboras” of 
P liny ) are mentioned in the same breath and in tlie same 
connection by Arrian, and he says that both were situated 


* I was in fact, at fint almost deterred from taking am further notice of it,_ from having 
been at first by the conntiy people that the place bad formerly been inhabited by 
■ but I afterwards found out that the Mewatis had simply built a village on 
the of the oild! “ Surnyptr Oarhi." These Mewatis were, manjr years ago. turned out 
tCulace altocetber by a Baja of Bhatawar. ' Some ancient remains, snob ns imayes and 
some WOTe dug^ up there by some native cultivators about ten years ago. It'was 

probaW Acre that Sbd's coin of Appollodotus was found. 
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on the Tamima or Jamna. Where^ then, was this ancient 
caiDital city of Klisoharas ? Can it have been Snrcyjpur ? 

("While writing of the “ Surasdms’’ and their territory, 
I may mention that there is a place, or district called 
“ Sw'asani,^^ near Ujain, and that there is a tribe and 
district, called “ “ Surji,’’ or “ Snryi” in the eastern 
part of Bandelhaud ; and also a place called Siirajgarh.) 

I have already mentioned the village of Kalinjar {i.e., 
Kaliyan-jar), two miles from Bhateswar, at the point where 
the Jamna formerly flowed from its original course. And it 
would be notliing out of the way to suppose that the original 
name of this place was probably Kaliya-nagar or Kaliyan- 
jar,^ eventually corrupted into Kalin ja/i\ 

Being anxious, from what I had seen on the evening of 
the day previous, to i^roceed again to the “ Aundlia Khera,’’ 
which lay at about a mile distont towards the north-west, on 
the other side of the valley across many intervening Muds, 
I did not remain longer at the JPurana Khe7'a,'’ but pro- 
ceeded onwards to the “ Amidha Klwi'aj' just as the sun was 
beginning to get hot in the forenoon. 

I there took up my q[uarters in a small dilapidated serai, 
belonging to the most modern of the Jain temples, on the 
“ Amidha Khera.^^ 

I must here beg to refer to the map of the neiglibou/rhood 
of Bhateswar and the pil^n of the *' Amidha Khera ” which 
accompany this description. The " Amidha Khera'^ is situ- 
ated about two miles to the north-west by north of Bha- 
teswar, and is a raised plateau, or table-land, about 1,000 
feet square, situated between the heads of ravines, or from 
the sides of which deep ravines branch off in all directions. 
That part of the “ Khera'^ on which the Jain temples and 
the sites of more ancient temples and buildings are situ- 
ated, is a bleak, rugged, and desolate spot, overgrown 
with low bushy jungle or scrub, and the nearest village is 
a long way off. I have aheady said that tliere are three 
other secondary tilas or mounds, distant from upwards of 
six to uj)wards of seven hundred feet from the Jain temi^les 
and the tila behind the temples. At the back, or east side 
of the first, and between the &st and second of these other 
or secondary tilas, the acute-angled terminations of deep 
ravines run in from the east. A large and deep ravine, with 


* Or, pcrlmps, even Kali anjna pura I 
[3?, JJ. — “ Anjna wns n name of tbe reptilian mother of ITaniiinan.} 
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many branches or offshoots, runs in from the south, along 
the whole of what is now the haoh or west side of the 
AundJia Khera, but which may originally have heeii its 
centre 1 I have no doubt that the formation of this last 
great ravine, by the agency or powerful action of water, 
dming some great floods, or perhaps by a sudden burst- 
ing of the river, when very high, over its banks, pos- 
sibly accompanied or aggravated by an earthquake, was the 
cause of the overthrow and destruction of many more an- 
cient temples and buildings, of which every trace is now 
gone, and from which circumstance the place was called 
the " Amidha Khera^* or “ onertwrned city’* Another ravine 
runs in from the north. On the high ground, in the midst, 
of the terminations, or cuts de sac^ of these tremendous 
ravines, and surrounded by ravines on all sides, is situated 
the Awidha Khera^ or what remains of it. The more recent, 
or modern Jain temples, stUl standing, are situated rather 
well forward, from the great ravine which runs at the 
back or west side ; caution, learned from the bitter experience 
of former catastrophies, having no doubt taught the Srangis 
to choose safer sites, as far from the brink of the ravines as 
the limited space would permit. While the sites of the 
more ancient, destroyed temples, or of other ancient build- 
ings, are situated further hack westwards on the very brink 
of the ravi/nes, nay it is probable that some of the old sites 
no longer exist, but have fallen into the ravines (as, indeed, 
my discoveries there afterwards proved). 

With regard to the agencies, if other tlmi physical, which . 
caused the ruin and destruction of the other older buildings 
which stood on this ancient site, I may mention that there 
is a tradition among the people of the neighbourhood to the 
effect that a certain B-ani or Princess in ancient times pas- 
sing that way, asked what these buildings were, and that 
on being told that they belonged to “ Srangis” or Jains, she 
ordered them to be overthrown. I am inclined to thinlc that 
this tradition really points to an act of persecution of the 
remnant of a Buddhist establishment at this place, by some 
invading race of Bajas who supported the rise of the Brah- 
manical creed against expiring Buddhism. 

Coming up the ravines from Bhateswar, first of the 
jiresent temples which meets the eye, on tlie south side of 
the area, is a small square-domed temple, empty and in a 
iminous state. A little to the left, or south-west of this, is 
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a small earthwork, a square streuch with a small mouud of 
earth in the centre, the site of a destroyed temple of small 
size. I should here remark that I was told by the Natives 
of the district, that the people of the surrounding villages 
have for years past been digging up and taking away the 
large bricks from the sites of the ancient temples. About 
8G feet to the north, from the abovementioned site of a 
former small temple, there is a Jain temple-of comparatively 
recent date, consisting of a raised square, platform, 76 feet 
square, on the centre and fom’ comers of which there are 
altogether five shrines, surmounted by cupolas, — the centre 
shrine being the largest, and the corner ones being very 
small. In each of these shrines, except one, there is the 
representation of a^3a«’ of feet, surrounded by an inscrij)tion 
on a horizontal slab of stone. The dates read by me on three 
of these inscriptions were all “ So7nvat 18(t9”=A. D. 1712. 
On the north side of the central shrine I found an erect, 
naked image sunk in the ground to the waist. The head 
broken off. This image was evidently of much gi'eaier age 
than the temple. The temple above described is of course 
one of comparatively recent origin; but it is necessary to 
mention first the more recent and modern temples, still 
a small earth-work, — a square trench, — with a small mound of 
earth in the centre, — the site of a destroyed temple of a small 
size. I should here remark that I was told by the natives 
of the district that the iieople of the surrounding villages 
have for years past been digging up and taking away Sie 
large bricks from the sites of the ancmxt temples. About 
36 feet to the north from the above-mentioned site of a 
former small temple, there is a Jain temifie of comparatively 
recent date, consisting of a raised square platform, 76 feet 
square, on the centre and four corners of which there are 
altogether five shrines, smmounted by cupolas, the central 
still standing. JBefoi'e proceeding to a description of the 
razed sites of the more ancieni destroyed temples attached to 
the south-west corner of this temple, there is a long 
building with open arches on all sides, which appeared to 
me to be of much greater age than the temple. Its dimen- 
sions are 47 feet in length by 14 feet 3 inches in breadth. 
It may probably have served as a place of shelter for 
■worshippers to sit under. At the bottom of a pit in the 
ground, under the east end of this building, I found an image 
lying half bmied. It was a figm’e in a sitting position of 
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contemplation under a canopy, with smaller attendant figures 
on each side, and an elephant on each side at top above the 
latter. There was no inscription on it, the front portion of the 
pedestal having been broken away. The height of the image 
was about 2 feet. The stone grey or darkish coloured; 
apparently a kind of caleiferous sandstone. About twenty 
yards to the east, and in front of the temple, there is a 
detached building, a very old and ruinous serai of a long 
narrow shape, about 50 feet in length. Lastly, 8 feet to 
the west side, or back of the temple above described, 
leaving thus a narrow passage between, there is a raised 
platform. 67 feet by 48 feet, which is nearly level with the 
ground at the front or north side, but being built oh a 
slope or incline, or on the side of a declivity, it rises so high 
above the ground ait the back or south side that there is a 
vaulted chamber underneath, which is entered from the low 
ground behind. On the southern half of this platform 
there stands a lobg-shaiped building 57 feet by 16 feet, entered 
by two arched doorways in front (north side), and having 
an apse or recess in the centre of the back wall. In a 
small chamber or compartment at the north end of this 
building, a stone was found built into the wall on which 
there was an inscription. I took an impression of this 
inscription, but it is so indistinct from the stone being worn 
and defaced that I have not as yet been able to read any 
part of it. It, however, appears to be old. "Underneath this 
building there is a lower storey, or basement floor, consisting 
of a long-shaped va-ulted chamber of similar dimensions 
(before referred tol, which is entered by open archways from 
the low ground at the back. In the floor of this low vaulted 
chamber at the back, I. found three large heavy images 
buried up to the necks in the earth. They were in a sitting 
position of contemplation. Two of these images were in a 
state of pretty good preservation ; the third had lost its head. 
Having dug the images out, I found mscrvptions on the 
pedesM of the largest, and in that of the one which had lost 
its head ; but only the inscription on the largest image was 
at all decipherable, and on this I read the date (somewhat 
defaced) as “ 1084,” or ‘*1094” (equal to A. I). 1027 

or 1037). I took an impression of this inscription. Tliis 
inscription was divided in half by the figure of a hull, which 
is the symbol of “ Admath^ the first Jain Hierarch. The 
other inscription on the headless image was too much 
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defaced to make anytliing of. I would here beg to premise 
that these images (as may he inferred from the date of 
the 11th century) being of middle age, are therefore of much 
more recent date than the antiquities which I afterwards 
found buried in the sites of the more ancient destroyed 
temples beyond and in the bottom of the ravine at the back. 
It is a matter of doubt, however, as to whether the *‘Samvat ” 
used or indicated in some of these Jain inscriptions is the 
Jain ajra of the “ Virata Samvat,* or the Brahmanical sera 
of the “ Vikramaditya SamvaV* If it be the “ Virata Samvaf* 
that may in some few cases be meant to be indicated, then 
the oldest of these inscriptions might be four or six hundred 
years older than they would otherwise be. There is said to 
be a sealed vault deep under the floor of this place, full of 
aneient images and other remains 

About 20 feet to the north of the building last men- 
tioned and on lower ground, there is a low square-shaped 
earth-work, consisting of a ditch running round a square of 
about 60 feet each side, within which there are the remains 
of the foundation of a wall running round a square of 
44 feet each side, and within this, a square hollow or depres- 
sion, which may either have been a tank or else a building 
dug out. 

Again, 55 feet to the north of this, there is a modern 
Jain temple (the only one ever nozo used or frequented) with 
a serai and court attached. The temple is a small square- 
domed bxiilding built on the centre of a high platform, about 
63 feet by 60 feet. Attached to the south side of this there 
is a serai with court or enclosure in front, 42 feet 7 inches 
X 66 X 46 feet. This temple contains a flat slab of stone 
with representation of feet. 

At a distance of 92 feet from the last named temple 
towards the south-west, there is another Jain temple of older 
date. This is situated in a central position, but mmAxfiirther 
hach and on much higher ground than the others; it being 
built on the site of a much more ancient temple, and on the 
north-eastern slope of the ancient tila, which rises at the 
.back of the temples. This temple, like the others, is situated 
on a raised platform, which measured 70 feet in length 
from east to west, and 39 or 40 feet in breadth from north 
to south. The temple is situated towards the back, or on 


* I tried to dig down throngh the floor into this subtermncnn place ; bnt 1 found the 
masonry, or rather the cement, eo tough and hard that I had to yive tip. 
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tbo west side of tin's platform, and there is a small square 
shrine on each of the front or cast corners. East and west 
arc evidently tho points of the compass ohserv^cd by the 
Jains, and the hack of their temples is always towards the 
west. I found this temple to ho 15 feet 5 inches square. 
In this temple I found a large image in a sitting posture ; 
and on the pedestal of it, there was an inscription in which 
I read the date as Scimmi 1613, or A. I). 1556. In the 
centre of the inscription there was the figure of a Sanith 
or conch shell, the symbol of NcmhiatJia. At some height 
above the imago there was a stone with an inscription let 
into tho wall, in which I read the date as Samvat 1826=A. D. 
1796. This is therefore a temple of comparatively recent 
origin, or middle aged, but built on the site of much older 
ones. That this is the case I found to be 'proved by the 
fact that about 9 feet 6 inches -within the south-eastern 
corner of the platform of this temple, on the east side and 
touching it, the remains of the foundation of an ancient 
wall commences, running for 22 feet in an easterly direc- 
tion, and then turning at an angle and running for 72 feet 
in a northerly direction, imtil it meets a long narrow 
trench inmning again from east to west, which also is 
evidently the remains of the foundation of an ancient 
wall, the materials of which have at some time been dug 
out and removed. Near to the east of the remains of the 
foundation of the wall before mentioned, which runs for 72 
feet north and south, I found a trench with a deep hole 
or small pit in the ground beside it, which ended in a low 
arch of brickwork, now filled up with earth, and which may 
perhaps have led to some subterranean passage (as I found 
to be the case in another place, which -will presently be des- 
cribed). At the bottom of a slope, and near the edge of the 
end of a ravine, about 40 feet to the north of the northern 
termination of the remains of the wall and the trench 
above mentioned, I found a large image lying exposed on 
its back on the ground. It measured in its present state 
(having lost the lower part of the legs) 4 feet 2 inches in 
length ; biit when perfect must have • been about 5 feet. 
There is a chakra, or disc of glory, at the back of the head, 
which is crowned with a jewelled cylindrical crown. The 
hair is in ringlets. The ears long and slit. Theyewew, or 
Brahmanioal thread-, passes over the left shoulder. A wreath 
passes round from the back of the shoulders over the arms. 
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•wliicU are/o?M’, iDroken off at the elbows ; but a portion of the 
remainder of the wreath plainly appears passing over the front 
of the legs, where they are broken off. The lower part of the 
body, from the waist .downwards, and what remains of the 
legs, are clothed in a garment resembling jangias (short 
drawers), or tights, which is tied at the waist by a cord. A 
kind of sash hangs loosely round the loins, and is tied 
in a loose single Icnot on the left side. I consider this 
to be an image of Vishnu. It is in greyish sandstone. 
This image is undoubtedly very ancient. I brought it with 
me to Agra. 

Twenty feet to the south of the temple last mentioned, 
but extending much fm’ther backwards, is situated the most 
important site of aU, namely, a high square-shaped earth- 
work with sloping sides, measuring exteriorly 97 feet by 95 
feet. It consists of an outer trench, then a sloping bank, 
and then a broader and deeper trench, which runs round a 
high central square platform of earth, which overtops the 
whole. • There is no doubt that this is the site of an ancient 
temple, one of those to which the numerous fragments of 
images belonged, which I found either buried or scattered 
about ; and no doubt many similar sites have been swallowed 
up in the yawning gulph of the deep ravine which runs at the 
back of it, and which is every year falling in more and more, 
and eating away the ground around it. Close at the back of 
this earth-work (on the west), and (if I remember right) 
within the first trench, I came suddenly upon a very deep 
long-shaped pit from 10 to 12 feet in depth, about 20 feet in 
length, and about 8 feet in breadth, which I descended, and 
found at one side of its northern end (which is the deepest), a 
low brickarch, under which there appeared to be a subterra- 
nean passage passing under the earth-work above mentioned ; 
but the passage was so much filled up with earth which had 
fallen in, or been carried in by water during the rains, that 
I was unable to explore it. This will, therefore, be an inter- 
esting object for future excavations, and, I have no doubt, 
wiU yield a rich harvest of ancient remains of some kind. 
Prom the southern side of the outer trench of the high 
earth-work above mentioned, there runs another trench at 
right angles for 66 feet southwards, until it meets another 
trench running from the west, eastwards, and running 
hence for 77 feet, until it reaches a low square-shaped 
earth-work (a square trench with a low mound of earth in 
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the middle) 27 feet square, from which another trench runs 
at right angles for about 60 feet northwards, terminating in 
the remains of the foundation of an old wall. Again, fr om 
the north-western corner of the outer trench of the high 
earth-work aboyementioned, there runs a trench at right 
angles westwards for about 25 feet, and which then joins 
another longer broken trench, which runs again at right 
angles north and south along the very brink of the Wmd or 
ravine for upwards of 150 feet, terminating, at its northern 
extremity, in the remains of an old tcallt 5 feet 8 inoJies 
in thickness, which actually hangs over the perpendicular 
side of the ravine. In the shorter trench ahovementioned, 
which runs westwards from the high earth-work towards 
the ravine, and at a spot which is within a very short 
distance of the brink of the precipitous side of the ravine, 
I saw the comer of a stone sticking out of the ground. I 
therefore set some coolies to work to dig here. The result 
was, that in a short time they dug out the head of a large 
image and a beautiful figure of a woman carrying a child 
on her left arm. These two antiquities were brought to 
Agra ; and they will be found more fully described in the 

Usf* of remains discovered at the " Aundha Khera ” which 
accompanies this report. 

A few yards distant (northwards) from the former, and at 
the veiy brink of the ravine, I discovered the corner of 
another stone protruding a few inches out of the ground. 
I therefore again set the coolies to dig here, and they pre- 
sently exhumed a large quadruple or four-figure image, or 
four erect naked human figures standing back to back, similar 
to two which were discovered at Mathura. Height 2 feet 
3 inches. Stone, a yellowish- white sandstone. The exact 
spots at which this and the preceding images were found .are 
marked in thejp^«w> which accompanies this report. I brought 
this image with me to Agra. 

Having thus found remains so near the brink of the 
ravine, and also having (as before mentioned) found the 
remains of an ancient wall actually projecting over the per- 
pendicular side of the ravine, I thought it advisable at once 
to go down and examine the bottom of the ravine itself. I 
did so, and in going down, I found numerous fragments of 
ancient bricks of large size scattered along its sides ; and 
both along the sides of the ravine and at the bottom I 
picked up several fragments of images and small fragments 
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of carverl stone. Presently, however, in a hollow place at the 
bottom of the ravine, I observed the corner of a large stone 
stiching nj) out of the ground. I therefore again set the 
coolies to work here, and in a short time exhumed two large 
stones convexly ciu'ved in front, 2 feet inches in height 
by 2 feet 3 inches in breadth; thickness in the middle 9 
inches. These stones were covered with carving, i. e., small 
sitting figures, carved in relief, representing either Buddha 
or some Jain divinities, and must evidently once have formed 
portions of a building. There were seventeen figures on 
each stone. I also dug up here another figure of a wommi 
(smaller than the one before described) carrying a child on 
her left arm. The two large stones and the small image I 
brought with me to Agra. 

In another part of tibie bottom of the same ravine (further 
southwards) I dug out a large image in a sitting posture, 
which had lost its head and arms. 

I picked up numerous other fragments, of which those 
worthy of notice utU be found described in the list which 
follows. 

In a narrow angle or oul de sac of the ravine towards 
the north, I found a mass of brickwork m situ. The bricks 
which composed it were of very large size, measm’ing, when 
entire, about 1 foot 3 inches in length, 1 foot in breadth, 
and 3 inches in thickness. The spot where these bricks were 
found is marked in the i)lan. 

Wlien about to return 'to Agra, I found it would be 
impossible to get the stone remains which I dug up at 
the ‘‘Aundha K/iera’^ conveyed out of the ravines across 
the river to the railway station of Shekohabad; but that 
they might be got out to the road which led to Agra on 
the Bhateswar side of the river. I also found that I could 
get no means of conveyance for myself at Bhateswar to 
take me either to Shekohabad or to Agra by the road. I 
therefore sent two of my attendants to Shekohabad to go 
by railway to Agra ; while I had the heaviest of the stone 
remains placed on the onli/ three small carts which could 
be found at Bhateswar, and the remainder on three bul- 
locks; and I and two of my servants walked the whole 
way with them, by way of Patch abad, to within about 
eight miles of Agra (a distance of nearly 40 miles), where 
I at last got a conveyance just to take me into Agra, and 
no more. 
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List of remains discovered at the Aundha Khera,” near Bliateswar, 
hy A.. C. L. Carlleyle, Assistant, Arehaologieal Survey of India , — 
Ay)ril 1871. 

PART No. I. 

£isi of images and fragments brought from the " Aundha Khera,” near 
Bhateswar, to Agra. 

1. A nearly full-sized erect image, probably of Vishnu ; 
the lower half of the legs and the lower half of the arms 
(which are four) are wanting. Head crowned with a cylin- 
^’ioal shaped jewelled crown; there is a chakra, or disc 
of glory, at the back of the head. The hair is in ringlets 
on each side of the back of the head. Ears long- and 
slit. The **jeneu,'’ or Brahmanical thread, passes over the 
left shoulder. A wreath passes round from the back of 
the shoulders over the arms ( which are four ) just above 
where they are broken off at the elbows; and a portion 
of the continuation of the same wreath plainly appears 
again passing over the front of the legs, where they are 
broken off. The lower part of the body from the waist 
downwards, and what remains of the legs, are clothed in 
a garment resembling ^^jangias” (or short drawers), which 
is tied at the waist by a cord. A kind of sash hangs loosely 
round the loins, and is tied in a loose single knot on the 
left side. Present height, including the chakra behind the 
head, 4 feet 2 inches. Height from top of. crown to knees 
(at which point the legs are broken off) 3 feet 7 inches. 
The entire height of the image, when perfect, would probably 
be about 6 feet, or with the chalaa at back of head, 
about 5 feet 6 or 7 inches. Stone, a greyish sandstone. 
This image is undoubtedly very ancient. It was found 
lying exposed on a slope near the head of a ravine. (By 
the manner in which a portion of the stone was ground 
down, the country people would appear to have been using 
it as a whetstone, and sharpening their koorpies on it for 
years.) 

2. A chau-muhii, or quadruple image; or four erect 
naked images placed back to back. The remains or stump 
of a . slender pillar rises from between and above the four 
heads. Three of the heads have chakras (or glories) behind 
them; but the fourth has a shell-shaped canopy. Height 
2 feet 3 inches. Stone, yellowish sandstone. This image 
was dug up at the site of the great tila or mound at the 
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back of tbe temples near the summit, or upper edge of a 
khud or ravine, which lies at the back of the tUa. 

3. Two large stones oomexly curved m front (^rd of a cir- 
cle) ; flat at back, top, and bottom ; covered with three 
rows of sitting figures of Buddha (or of some Jain divinity ?) 
carved in relief. Seventeen figures on each stone. Height 
of each stone 2 feet inches. Breadth in front 2 feet 11 
inches. Breadth at back 2 feet 3 inches. Thickness in 
the middle 9 inches. Stone, grey calciferous sandstone. 
These stones were dug up at the bottom of a khud or 
ravine at the back of the “ Aundha Khera” 

3a. five small fragments of two other carved stones, 
similar to the above, one of which must have been of larger 
size. 

4. A full-sized head, with remains of chakra at back. 
Hair in straight lines drawn up and forming a round knob 
on top of head. Dug up in a trench. 

5. A beautiful erect figure of a woman, with full breasts. 
Hair or head-dress raised into a very high oval conical 
shaped pile (something like a grenadier’s bear-sMn), but 
somewhat flattened in and jewelled in front (somewhat after 
the Buddhist fashion). Jewels round neck, waist, arms, 
and thighs. Legs broken off about the knees. The sun 
with rays is behind the woman’s head. On her left arm she 
carries a child, which places its left arm over her shoulder 
and its right hand against her breast. The right hand of the 
toonian is raised, as if in admonition ; the fore-finger, thumb, 
and little finger are raised erect, while the two middle fin- 
gers are closed down on the palm. Along the left margin 
of the stone, are the remains of a number of small attendant 
figm’es, one sitting figure, a dancing figure, an erect figure, 
with a head like a wolf, hyaena, or griflGin, and an elephant. 
Present height of image of woman 1 foot inches. Ori- 
ginal height, when perfect, probably 2 feet. Stone, yellowish- 
white sandstone. Dug up in a trench. 

6. Another figure of a woman in a half sitting postm’e 
with her hair dressed at back of top of head in a chignon- 
like pile. She carries a child on her left thigh, supported 
by her left arm. Height 1 foot 4 inches. Stone, whitish 
sandstone. 

7. A beautiful small figure of a woman in relief, of whom 
the body down to the waist is that of a woman, and the lower 
part of the body that of a snake, which appears to wind in 
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coils all over ihc stone (altliongli part of it is brolccn away). 
The M'oman’s hands arc placed together in front, as if in 
])raycr or adoration. She loolfs up, and her hair is in long 
ringlets. I consider this to be a representation of a female 
Nagcti in an attitude of worship. 

8. A small figure of a woman, as if in the attitude of flying 
(but with no wings). Her right leg is turned imoards under 
her, while her left leg is turned outioards and npioards, the 
foot being turned upwards as high as her shoulders. On her 
left arm she carries a child, which has a glory at the back 
of its head. The woman’s head is much broken away. Stone, 
whitish sandstone. This image was dug up at the bottom of 
a Itlmd. 

9. A beautiful little figure of a woman in a -position as 
if flying, with the left leg turned upioards. She holds a lohis 
flower by the stalk in her left hand. Her right hand is raised. 
(In grey sandstone.) 

10. Another figm’e exactly the same as the last Ho. 9, 
but much defaced. In red sandstone. 

11. A fragment of a Buddhist chahra-y in red sandstone. 
On it there are the remains of two human figm’es in relief. 
One of these figures, of which the head and part of the 
shoulders only remain, wears the usual characteristic Bud- 
dhist head-dresSf which cannot be mistaken. He rests his 
left hand on a crutch-shaped club, or mace. The head or 
handle of the club is shaped in the device of a lion. A large 
club, or pillar, appears to the right side of the figm’e. 

12. A head of a Hag, or hooded snake, in- whitish sand- 
stone. 

13. Tlie head and neck of a nondescript animal, with a 
mane. It may be intended for the head either of a dragon, 
a griffin, a wolf, or a hyaena. White sandstone. 

14. A human hand holding a Buddhist chakra, by a band 
which proceeds out of the centre of the chakra. (Sandstone). 

16. A head of either Buddhist or a Jain image, with 
hair in the usual small round knob-like curls. TeUenash 
sandstone. 

16. A small elephant in yellowish-white sandstone. The 
head and legs broken off. 

17. A stone mth four small images in relief; much 
defaced. 

18. The lower half of the erect figure of a woman with a 
jewelled sash, with pendauts, round tlie waist and hips. 
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19. The ahclomeri of a human figure in white sandstone. 
A “yewew,” or Brahmanical thread, formed of a snake, and 
terminating in a snake's head, passes round it over the front 
of the belly, where the snake’s head and tail are knotted 
together. This may have belonged to an image of the 
mother of JParswanath, from the legend of a snake connected 
with his mother Barmarani; and Parswanath’s name is 
derived from Parswa, the side round which the snake was 
entwined. Parsioanath is also sometimes represented with the 
serpents Dharinadhara and Padmavati entwined around him. 

20. The shoulder, arm, and hands of a large image in 
red sandstone. This image had apparently been covered 
with white ^la,ster, some of which is still sticking to the 
red stone. 

21. A very small defaced sitting figure, in relief, of 
Buddha teoGhing, with right hand raised. 

22. Two carved canopies of Jain images (one in some 
kind of dark-coloured calciferous sandstone, and the other 
in yellowish- white sandstone). 

Numerous other small fragments of carved stone of less 
importance, which need not be described here ; but amount- 
ing to about twenty pieces more. 

Three specimens of the very large-sized ancient flat bricks 
which were used in the construction of the ancient temples, 
now destroyed, to which the above images and other remains 
belonged. Some of these bricks, when whole, must have 
measured 1 foot 3 inches in length by 1 foot in breadth and 
3 inches in thickness. 

PART No. n. 

Images (of a more recent period, or of middle age) dug up at the 
"Aundha Khera” near Bhateswar ; but left there and not brought to A gra. 

1. An erect naked image; head broken off; height 
about 3 feet ; found buried to the waist in the enclosure of 
a Jain temple. 

2. A sitting Jain image, under a canopy, with numerous 
attendant figm’es ; front part of pedestal broken away; found 
at the bottom of a pit ; height about 2 feet ; in some kind 
of dark-coloured calciferous sandstone. 

3. Three large heavy sitting Jain images found buried 
to the necks in the floor of a vaifft. On the pedestals of two 
of the images there were inscriptions; one of these in- 
scriptions was too much defaced to make anything out of it. 
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Ill the oilier inscription I could read the date as Samvai 
lOSdi or 1094. There ivas the figure of a hull in the centre 
of the inscription, which is the symbol of Adinallia. 

4i. A large sitting image without a head, and much de- 
faced, found buried at the bottom of a khud ; height of the 
image about 2 feet G inches. 


PosTsemrT. 

Supposing the foundation of Surajinra or Surajpnr to hare 
been of more micient date than the king called Siirijasem of 
the JPramara dynasty of ^lahca^ I would be inclined to agree 
with General Cunningham in an opinion since expressed by 
him that Sitrapura was founded not by Sura, the grand- 
father of Krishna, hut by Stirasena, the son of Sairiighna 
and the nephew of Hama, as he is recorded to have been an 
actual sovereign of the kingdom of Mathura, and is said to 
have given his name to the Surasena of the Mahahharat, 
the Indian tribe, or nation, called Surasenoi, of Aiaian. 
There was, however, a Sursena (son of Vgarsena and father 
of Sutasshama) of the JPandu line of Indraprastha, accord- 
ing to the Bajavali. 

Some may object that the name Stirapui'a is, for philolo- 
gical reasons, more likely to have been derived from Sura 
than from Surasena; but the real fact of the matter is that 
the old name of Bhateswar is not Sttrapura, but Suraipur, 
which, in its correct Sanskrit foim, would be Suryapura. 
Surapura is only Tod^s version of the name given on mere 
hearsay. 

The nephew of Kama is called Surasena, but no doubt 
the correct orthography of the name would be Suryasena, 
which, in modem phraseology, would become Siirajsen or 
Surajsem. Now, all the more intelligent of the inhabitants 
of Bhateswar, who knew anything at all about the history 
of the place, agreed in stating that Surajsen was the founder 
of Bhateswar, that is, of old Bhateswar or Surajpur; and 
they also equally agreed as to the fact that the ancient 
Hindu name of Bhateswar was Sv^rajpur (and by which 
name, they said, it was still known to the Jains), while. 


iV. n. — There were two imnges with inscriptions, and five representations of feet with 
inscriptions in three of the more modern Jain temples now standing at the Anndha Khera j 
hut they need not be described here, ns they belong to a much more recent period than the 
other remains above described ; and because they have already been described (with dates) 
in the body of my report. 
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on the other hand, they utterly ignored the existence of my 
place under the name of Suraimra. 

It may, therefore, he received as an undoubted fact that 
the ancient name of Bhateswar was Surajpur or Sn7'yaptira, 
and that it was founded by a chief, or king, named Stii'ajsent 
or Suryasena. There is another fact which makes it impos- 
sible that Sn7'ajpiir could have been founded by Sitn’a, the 
grandfather of Elrishna. the grandfather of Krishna, 

was of the Liinar race, whereas S7t7’ajse}ia, the founder of 
Sii7'aj2)in\ was of the Solar race, as the Bajas of Bhatawar, 
the descen(la7iis of S7i7'ajsen, are of the Solar race. 

Since writing the above rci^ort, I have also learnt that 
General Cunningham had conjecturally identified Pliny’s 
Clisoboi'as with F7'inddm77a (or B7'indaban) as the scene 
of Krishna’s encounter with the famous se7pent Kdliyd, 
from which ho supposes the name to be derived ; and 
of which he mentions other various readings, as Oalisol)07'Ga, 
&c. In this, I think, he is right ; and that, while he has, 
as it wore, got hold of the serpent’s head at V7'mcldvana, I 
have got hold of the monster’s tail at Kdlbrjdr. For Kdlinjitr 
is no doubt a corruption of Kdliyd7i-ja7', which might signify 
the 7'ooii or iaiUe7idQi Kdliyd; and would signify 

the de7non Kdliyd, 

Now, Kdl is a name, or title, or synonym, of Ya77ia^ or 
Ja77i, the regent, or divine judge of the dead. And Kdl is also 
a shorter form of the name of the great serpent, otherwise 
called Kdliyd. The river Ya7na7m, or Jamna, takes its 
name from the divinity Yama, and as Kdl is also a name 
of Ya77ia, of which the feminine would be Kdli, or Kdliyd, 
so, in like manner, the Jamna, in the feminine gender, might 
be called Kdld7id, Kdlmd, or Kdliyd7id. Now, Kdli-dah is 
actually the name of a deep 2^ool, or 7vhi7'lpool, in the river 
Jamna, in which the serpent Kdliyd is supposed to have lived. 

Again, with' regard to the Olisobo7'as or Clisobo7'ca of 
Pliny and Arrian, I think it may be derived from some 
term having the same signification as the Kdli-dak above- 
mentioned. For Kdliyd-8a7'ovar would signify — the pool of 
Kdliyd. — Bor also, in Hindi, means deep ; and if one might 
be allowed to combine Hindi and Sanskrit, Kaliyasa-bo7'a 
might signify the deep place of Kdliyd. Bha7ma7'7'a or 
Clm7i7vra, (^vith the nasal anuswara n, pronounced as Qlia7i- 
7 Dd 7 'a), a Hindi word derived from the Sanskrit, means a 
chasm, an abyss, or a 7ohi7'lpool, Hence Kaliyasa Chamod7'a 
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would signify — tlio ahjsSi or whirljmol of Kaliyu. Lastly, in 
Hindi, hur or hor means a hxmm to dive, hox'na to cau*se to 

dive, himya a diver, and htr-marna to be dromicd, or liter- 
ally, to die by diving. Hence, again Kaliyasa-lora might 
signify the place of diving of Kdliyd. 

In conclusion, I may remark that I think it is very possible 
that tlie small figure of a woman, Avith the loAver part of the 
body terminating in that of a snake, and Avitli licr hands 
joined in an attitude of supplication, Avhich I found at the 
Atmcllia Khera^ near Bhateswar, may be a representation of 
Padmanit the attendant of Kdliyfi, in an attitude of adoration, 
and may possibly originally have been attached to some 
image of Krishna ; and it may have been a symbol of an 
ancient city called Kdliydn-jat\ situated on the Jamna, at 
the supposed root or tail-end of Kfiliyd, and near where 
KdlinjUr and Bhateswar now are ! — 

"With regard to other traditions as to the origin of the 
name of BhatesAvar, I haA’’e heard that in ancient times there 
was a famous Par tree, AA'hich in Sanskrit is called “ 
under which a Hindu ascetic or holy man resided ; and that 
there he raised a shrine to Shiva or Mahadeva, from AAdiich 
circumstance the divinity thus locally appropriated as the 
tutelary divinity of the place was called “ Bat-ism)',*’ and 
that this ancient shrine stood on or neai’ the spot where the 
great temple of Bhai-moar Nath now stands, on the Bisrat, 
on the bank of the river at BhatesAvar. Thus, Bhateswar may 
have had much the same origin as Prag, or Allahabad. 

Next, with regard to the origin of the Bajas of Blia- 
dawar. — As I have stated in my report, the people of Bhates- 
war told me that the Bajas of Bhadawar were of the 
Surya-vansa or Solar race, and that they were descended 
from Surajsein, the founder of Surajpur, in which case they 
would properly stand at the head of the whole Solar race,* 
much in the same manner as the Bajas of Khiraoli claim to 
stand at the head of the Lxmiar race. But I have since seen 
a copy of the genealogy of the Bajas of Bhadawar obtained 


* AVhon I said in a previous portion of ray report devoted to Bliateswar and Surajpur, 
that, according to what I had been told on the spot, the Rnjas'of Bhadawar would cou- 
sequently “ stand in the place of honour at the head of the whole Kshatriya race,” I meant 
to say, and should have said instead, — at the head of the Solar line of the Kshatriya race. 
But if, as their own family history would seem to prove, they are a minor branch or offshoot 
of the Chohans, who belong to the Agni’cansa or Agui-knla race, then, of course, all the' talk 
of the Bhateswar people about the Bqjus of Bhadawar being descended from Surajsciu is 
simply stuff and nonsense. 


from ilioir Valiil at. Agra; aiul from that it would appear 
that they arc noi of the Solar race at all, hut of the Arpiu 
/:iih or AffUMuwsa race, and that they arc descended from 
the Chohau clan, or dynasty, or, in other words, that they 
arc h\it a minor ofishoot from a branch of the Chohans, and 
are thus inferior in dignity to the Kajas of Kota and Bundi. 
But there is one thing ext inordinary about the genealogy of 
the Hajas of llhadawar, namely, that in the wliolc of tiieir 
genealogy, I did not find one single name which agreed 
with any of the names in the usually accepted lists of the 
Chohau line. These documents also stated that they were 
created Bajas of Bhadawar by Kasir-ud-din Ghori in consi- 
der.ation of some services which they had rendered him. 
But iniiot, in the Ajipcndix to his History of India, whether 
rightly or wrongly, says that thc.v were little more than 
robber chiefs, and that they only heuamc Bajas of Bhadawar 
at n very luueh later period. 


A. C. L. CABLLEYLE, 
Assist an I, rlrch<(iological Suncy of India, 
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